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PICTURE OF PARIS. 


\CHAP. CXXIV: 
M. A. c. L. 


W, # yead thete four letters in great apttals, én the 
front of a number of houfes, which mean, “ Maifon 
& gffiirée contre Pincendie*.” But a Sans-culotte ‘took it into 
his head to inte¢pret them in this way. “ Marie Antoinette 
*¢ cocufie Louis.” + 

This licentious buffoonéry did gieat prejudice to the 
king, who was rendered -ridiculous by the atrangement 
of a few letters, and’ thefé two lines parodied from Vol- 
taire, and which were fometimes ftick up at the corner 
of ftreets: 


Les cornes rié font pas ce qu’un vain peuple penfe ; 
Ils furerit tous cornards, tous ces beatx rois de France. 


* Houfe infuréd agaihft fire: | 
-+ Maria Antoinetta makes a cuckold of- Lewis. 


t Whate’er the multitude may think of horns, 
The brow of Gullid’s Kings the gift adorns: 
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CHAP, CXXV. 


FHE CITY OF PARIS EN RELIEF (MONUMENT SEEN 
AT THE PALAIS ROYAL.} 


Tr the French Revolution’ be the: greateft, the moft ex- 
traordinary event, which has taken place in the empire 
of the world, and the moft memorable which the archives 
of time and the pages of hiftory fhall preferve to the lateft 
generations, we fhall love without doubt to contemplate 
the point where it took birth, and where was hoifted, for 
the firft time, that national cockade which will make the 
tour of the world; a prediction which is realifing every 
day. ae | 
It is not good to imitate every thing, and folly to en- 
deavour to paint what is beyond the power of the pencil ; 
but if, inftead of fo many vain and fterile paintings ; we 
had. under our eyes the real reprefentation of the ancient 
cities of the world, ef which nothing but the remem- 
brance remains, we fhould perhaps difcover in. their ftruc- 
ture, their pofition, their locality, much to enlighten us 
refpecting the more or leis great, the. more or lefs happy 
which has hitherto prefided over the deftiny of nations. 
~ An artift has made a monument, fuch as does not exift, 
as far as 1 know, in any other city, at leaft in fuch a de 
gree of juftnef ‘and fuperiority; it is the plan ef Paris 
in relief; of that great human hive, where fo many con- 
trary elements live and ftruggle. What fhould we not 
give to contemplate, in the fame proportion, the opulent 
and fuperb Tyre; Thebes with its hundred gates; the 
flourifhing Alexandria; Perfepolis; Babylon with its hang- 
ing gardens; Palmyra, whofe ruins ftill keep us in ecftafy ; 
Carthage and ancient Rome, now almoft effaced? Art 
might have immortalized thefe cities, and conveyed them 
down to us; and if the miffionaries of China, inftead of 
their myftical nonfenfe, had fketched and fent us Pekin or | 
Nankin, how would they have awakened our attention ! 
Of what importance to us the city which they promife us 
in Africa, and which is announced to us as three times 

us greater 
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greater than London *, if they cannot tell us its greatnefs, 
and its relative proportions ‘to the cities with which we are 
acquainted | ee 7 ee 
It is a happy, new, and bold idea, the conception of 
this figurative, or rather animated plan, which places in 
our view an immenfe capital, fhews us all its various 
forms, negleéts no details, fo that the eye. wanders through 
the finuofities of the moft ob{cure itreets, -vifits the fquares, 
enters into-the walks, and recognizes,. in a circumference 
of forty-five feet, the houfes, buildings, palaces, {quares, 
and crofs ways in a proportion truly geometrical. This flen- 
der monument, though compofed of wood and pafte-board, 
may perhaps efcape the {cythe of time, and equal, like the 
pyramids of Egypt, the duration of ages; and this picture, 
in the view of politics, of civil economy, of policé, and 
morals, is much more important for the philofopher, than 
the faMitious and lying battles of Alexander and Conftan- 
tine. The picture of which I fpeak (and it deferves the 
name) offers you in a citcumfcribed {pace the firft city, I 
may fay of the univerfe, from the part which. it has aéted, 
and the all-powerful influence which it exercifes, and will 
exercife fill more aftonifhingly, over the reft of the globe. 
- This iketch .excites meditation, produces furprife, and 
creates pleafute and admiration; and the precifion with 
which it is executed, and which is fo much the more ad- 
mirable the nearer you obferve it, is a proof of extraors 
dinary patience and ability. _ 

| At the firlt coup d’eil it appéars a miniatute, which grows 
larger aS you contemplate it, and you perceive that im- 
menfe and incredible mafs of houfes accumulated in the 
centre, and arrange themfelves in order, exciting in your 
mind the idéa of an extrdordinary population, at the fame 
time that it carriés you- back to the time of Julius, of the 
Cefars, when huts occupied the place of palaces, and 
Cafar did not then imagine that the inhabitants of that , 
-tmuddy bourgadé. would one day go to take pofleffion of | 
the capitol, ‘and revive the genius of the Catos and the 
Brutus’s. - | | | 
The ci-devant Bourgeois recognifes the fteeple: of his 
parifh, where there is no vicar; the millionary his hotel, 
from whence he has diflodged a prince; and the Englith 


a 


* The city of Houfa; it is fituated towards the fouth-eaft of the 
city of Tombaéto, on a river eppofite to that, of Senegal, in the lati- 
tude of nearly x5 degrees. 

Ba garden 
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garden belonging to it; the woollen-draper, the corner of 
the ftreet which forms the reputation of his' fhop, where 
he gives {hort meafure ; the mechanic his workfhop, where 
his workmen lay down the law; the architeét the two 
houfes which he has built,'to make himfelf a third; the 
attorney’s old clerk, the peeping-hole of the garret which 
he rents; the nun the gate of the convent, which opened 
at length-to her wifhes; the young. nymph, Elyfium, 
where love-and pleafure lead her; and the lover the win- 
~ dow, from whence was thrown, tied to a ftone, the letter 
which caufed his joy or his torment. I make my compli- 
‘ments to thé opulent houfe of the contractor for the re- 
public; in calamitous times he condefcended to rob the 
republic a little; when no perfon was willing to ferve it, 
the country is faved. 1 will not reproach him his gains or 

. his enjoyments. —- 
Yonder the wife’of the éx-conventional fhews her 
daughter the prifon where her unhappy father, abandoned 
by the whole nation, and ftill a republican, waited that 
death which he ‘had braved for the intereft of liberty, and 
from his hatred to anarchy, and which he expected for thir- 
teeri months every inftant of the day arid night; there are the 
prifons which were reddened with human blood by clubs 
and fabres, whil{t the curtain at the opera was drawing up, 
- while Veftris was dancing, and all the other theatres were 
overflowing. j —— . . 
~ On that fide the aftrororier difcovers the obfervatory, 
that wonderful key of the firmament; he thinks he is 
reading in the ftars; in thofe letters of fire he does nothing 
but fpell, and this is the reafon why he is ignérant of the 
book. The man of letters, or he who affumes that name, 
perceives the library, where literary treafures are open to 
lim, but where the immenfity and imutility of the volumes’ 
make three quarters and haif of the collection appear like 

cut ftone. -e 

The artift recognizes the gallery of the Louvre, where 
are arranged the pictures which excite his admiration and - 
his defpair ; the foldier, the Hotel of Invalids, the term of 
his repofe, the honourable reward of his iabours; the poet, 
the Pantheon, where he will never be admitted, a temple. 
tottering on its imprudent foundations; the beginner in the 
career of letters looks for the hall of the national ‘infti- 
tute, an amalgam hitherto unknown ; may it refemble the 
Corinthian metal, efteemed more precious than gold itfelf} 
- The philofopher {miles at the dome of that Sorbonne, 
) where 
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where were feated thofe uncouth theologians, whom all the 
world has a right to laugh at to-day, except perhaps a pro- 
feffor of the human underftanding ; why not fay therefore 
with the philofopher Montaigne, That we know the whole 
of nothing! There is the college to. which pedantry, driven 
out, returns again, and roots itfelf anew by the untame- 
able obftinacy of pedantic folly, efpecially when-it {peaks 
ex cathedra. The courtezan, who laughs at all writers and 
profeffors, ftops before the Chinefe pavilion, where fhe gra- 
cioufly hails the nod of the ariftocrat, who, as far as con- 
cerns her, isa geod citizen, ‘The dancer finds at the firft 
glance the place of the opera, which he calls the Speéfacle 
unique, and which is really fo, as far as regards the dancing. 
As for the-fteck-jobber, who never had any other morality 
than that. of the fhark, he neither looks for ner fees any 
thing but the Palais Royal, where fwarm, under the colours 
of ufury, his devouring fry, and, as vices are in union, it 
is there alfo that debauchery difplays its fhamelefs {cenes, 
and affrights the eye and the thought of medefty. — 

But the man who loves his country and liberty, contem- 
plates for a long time in filence what was called the Adanéve, 
that feat of the convention where the republic was founded, 
that point of renovation which holds to prodigy, that for- 
midable and facred point, like the thunder of the fkies, 
from whence were {hot tempeits, which, tke phytical 
ftorms, ravaged and_renewed the bofom of nature. The 
attentive obferver before this curious piece of mechanifm, 
early recognizes the fecret or hidden affections of’ individu- 
vals, from the objets which they confider with moft atten- 
tion; the old red cap itfelf trembles when the end of the 
_wand points out the place where Samfon coined money, 

where the ftatue of liberty became the idol of Moloch, and 

he fteps away on one fide, not to hear the reflection that 
follows, and which regards him, Here the towers of the 
Temple raife their lofty fpires, and remind us of the def- 
tiny of the laft king of the French, and-the terrible pu- 
nifhment of perjuty, which has refounded to the extre- 
mities of the kingdoms of Tunguin, of Lao, and of _ 
Cochin-China. : 
- At the Champ de Mars, in thofe long and circular amphi- | 
theatres, we recolle& thofe four hundred thoufand men 
Jeated at the féte of the federation, the moft fingular, the 
moft magnificent, and the moft joyous that has ever taken 
place; a féte above romantic defcription ;. when the revo-_ 
lution, itill intaét and pure, and conformable to the . 
writings of the wife, had not been crowned with ferpents, 
: armed 
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armed with daggers, and covered with a livid and bloody 
robe. ~~ : 

The towers of Ndtre Dame retrace the eafy deftruction 
of the catholic worfhip, the Saturnalia, the Bacchanals. of 
the goddefs of Reafon, when’ afles and mules were decked 
with robes and mitres, when they ate anchovy fallads in the 
facred vafes, and when an opera-finger’ took the place of 
the immaculate Virgin on the chief altar; but fee the 
Place de Gréve, where Geneviéve, during a thoufand years 
the revered patron of Paris, was burnt like Duchauffour 
and Defrues; there is the hotel, from whence the rebel 
commune marched with its Henriot of the 31{t May, and 
its orator Chaumette, to murder the Convention, which 
flept under the knife. What reflections ! _ 

But the charm of the illufion is complete, if provided 
with a magnifying glafs you dire& it fucceffively on the 
towers and domes which rife above the humble houfes; on’ 
the dome of the Val-de-Grace, on the cupola of the corn 
market, the mint, the national treafury, which difgorges 
with fo much difficulty, as the ftockholder fays; on the 
unequal towers of St. Sulpice, on ‘the vaft and heavy ca- 
lotte of the Affumption, on the Luxembourg, now the 
' dire€torial palace, from whence. fled the Pretender, never 
more to re-appear; your eye returns feveral times to the 
colonnade of the Louvre, the Tuilleries, the Garde Meu- 
ble, the Military School, the Bourbon Palace, which its 
old proprietor will never more review, except in his dreams 
in the forefts of Ruffia, where he is gone to exift under the 
humiliating power of an arbitrary monarch ; in that new 
hall, in the interior of that edifice fpoilt by the moft igno- 
rant architects, will be rectified that frightful mafs of petty- 
fogging laws which compofe eyery political fin, and which 
‘never will be reconciled with that liberty which I idolize, , 
and where I hope the pedantry of the lawyer will find no 
room; but alas! pedantry is every where ; yet it has never 
done fo much harm as at the tribune: Robefpierre was lefs 
cruel than pedantic, and all political pedants are Robef- 

pierrifts. - 

3 So great is the fidelity with which each of thefe edifices 
is reprefented, that, with.a magnifying glafs, you think you 
.. fee them in their natural dimenfions. | 


Befides,, the fpectator ftanding on a chair difcovers Paris 
much better than he could fee it from the top of the tower 
of St. Jacques-la-Bovicherie; he embraces it in a fingle 
look, meafures its diameter by following, in their fingular 
‘length, the immenfe ftreets of St. Martin and St. Jacques, 
and the narrow obliquity of the adjacent ftreets, pies 

orm 
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form a contraft with them. "The -poor man looks in filence: 
at the great hofpital of humanity, which was {till better 


entitled, La Aaifon de Dieu. There is exercifed the moft: 
advanced, the moft perfect of all arts, furgery; furgery, > 


which might fay with pride to medicine, “ You are yet far 
“« behind me.” _ etic 4s Be 
The entrance into the city on the fide of the barrier of 
Chaillot, offers avenues of the greateft and moft pompous 
magnificence; they are cormected in the perfpective with 
thé chateau of the Tuilleries, and, together, form the fineft, 
the moft aftonifhing, and the richeft garden, which imagi- 
nation can create, or the eye contemplate. | oe 
The eye wanders along the circular ‘roads of the Boule-. 
vards, fometimes doubled; foreigners judge of the great- 
nefs of our ‘capital, of the beauty of its environs, of the 


varied elegance of its country houfes, in following the - 


long Boulevards, where tufted trees form in its middle a 
crown, and furround it, inftead of a rampart-of ftone, with 
their green girdles. 

Look at thefe immenfe fauxbourgs, larger than ordinary 
cities, which have fent out armies in the great epochas of 
the Revolution; for the people of the fuburbs are active 
when any commotion is to go forward. ete pe en 

Foreigners call by their old name the hotels of the 
Fauxbourg St. Germain, now deferted, whofe inhabitants 
had rather: creep and beg in thofe courts, which deceive 
and defpife them, than unite themfelves to our majeftic and 


invincible caufe ; foreigners hover over thefe extenfive gar- , 
‘dens, where dukes and marquiffes will never enter more, | 


diftinguith by their breadth the ftreets of Bourbon and of . 


the Univerfity, where rolled the equipages of the nobility, | 


lofe and find themfelves again, but take as guides the thea- 
tres, which they frequently vifit, and the twelve bridges, 
which eftablith the points of communication of the north 
with the fouth, and the fouth with the north. 


Among fo many houfes the firanger fearches in a diftant © 


quarter the modeft habitation ef the hero, whofe name 
already effaces fo many others, and who has not yet finifh- 
ed his great deftinies; the ftranger will fay, at Jeaft in re- 
turning to' his home, I have feen at length his dwelling ; 
and he ftill looks in a noify quarter for the humble dwell- 
ing of J. J. Rouffeau, exiled from the Alps, who wanted 
wood during the winter, and who received after his death 
flatues, and the homage of expenfive jétes. 

In fhort, the eye loves to rove, and follows the different 


branches of the Seiné, which form the iflancds of St. Louis, | 
- Jf  Louviers, 
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Louwviers, and: the city; it is the body of a {wallow with 


the wings, of an eagle, and it is from ‘the city that has , 
iffued the great town ; the daughter is at leaft thirty times . 
larger than the mother ; it is a dwarf that has produced a 


giant. From this primordial point you follow the majeftic. 
courfe of the Seine, its fuperb quays, which are feen no 


where elfe, the Pont Neuf, which it would be fo eafy to. 


metamorphofe, and eré& into a triumphal bridge-in ho-. 


nour of our generals, The Seine fo completely divides 
the great city, that’the weight of the buildings on each 


fide is nearly equal, and the eye hefitates in deciding which | 


is the moft loaded with houfes. The foreftaller, who ufurps” 


the name of trader, is fixed by the Halle ; it is the mine of / 


this fellow’s wealth ; like the maitre hotel, he follows the 
quays to diftinguifh each part atter the different kinds of 
merchandize which are landed there ; he fixes his attention 
on the trains of wood and on the barges which line them ; 
he ruminates and prepares his plans of monopoly under the 
eye even of the laws and the magiftrates, whofe vigilance 
and authority he fets at nought. | 


From that point wood is carted every year, which is 


brought in from forty leagues around, to feed the chimneys 


of the rich, the ftoves of poverty, and the little clay ftoves. 


of indigence. 


The quays. are encumbered with veffels of wine, and 
the friend of humanity never refle@s without pain, that. 


this liquor, fo precious to the health when it is natural, 


is adulterated by the venders, and arrives at Paris to un-_ 


dergo a fecond, and even fometimes a third adulteration. 


O chemifts! what are you doing? When an author ren-_ 


ders himfelf. guilty of a folecifm, or fails in theatrical rules, 
he is rudely treated the next day by the-critics; and you! 
why do you not take a walk on the port, your filver cup in 
your hand, tafting, marking, and denouncing the adulte- 
rated cafk? os . : , 
"Look where the coal-barges are unloaded, where they 


founder, or are overturned, the waters of the Seine refem-_ 
ble for more than an hour the Stygian pool. 


The f{pectator who likes to ftudy this central point of a 
great empire, the theatre of great events, the city whic 


has aftonifhed the whole world, and which will be talked\ 


of a thoufand years hence as we talk of it to-day, is 
‘ agreeably furprifed when he places himfelf before thofe 
points of view, which the artift has copied with fo much 
fkill; he is never wearied with admiring the aftonifhing 
perfpective of the chateau of the Tuilleries, where eee 
: alter 


a 
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after having figned the treaty of Pilnitz; that is to fay, the 

difmemberment and partition of France, anxious to feize . 
again its leader {ceptre, but trembling at the flroke, and. 
fallen into its own fnares, was finally fubdued; look at 
the moft magnificent of views from the fquare formerly. 
called Royal to the Champs Elyfées. The garden of plants 
offers confolation to him, who is as jt were caft out of the 
city; and the alleys- of St. Mandé, the antipodes of the 
barrier of Chaillot, delight,the fupurbian.: I view this gar-. 
den with an eye of predilection ; 1. prefer it to the proud 
fpot where wanton the arts, thole immortal mafter-pieces 
which ought to be confined to mufeums, and not prefent- 
ed.to the eyes of youth; arts which have too long fubfift- 
ed at the expence of agriculture, confined, neglected, and 
abandoned, and whote fructifying treafures have been 
wafted on inanimate, indecent figures, ufelefs to the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, ae. ; 

The fquares, in which the ftatues of the kings were 
placed, prefent nothing of their remains but the degraded 
and mutilated pedeftals, an eternal monument of the power 
of the people and the weaknefs of kings. We fmile at 
all the monafteries, emptied of their monks and monkeffes, 
and transformed into dancing rooms, concert rooms, and 
cooks’ fhops, ‘The clergy were in poileffion of a third of 
the edifices and houfes of the great city; where is this 
clergy, ancient, rich, and powertul ? a day has deftroyed 
them, and the papal mitre, the tiara, are fallen alfo; the 
' great Lama, or the Dalai Lama, holds good {liil. 

Such is the curious and infiru€tive plan which places the 
whole of Paris under our eyes, fuch as it was in 1780, 
without any degradation, and with all its fucceffive ang- 
mentations. We fee that if the revolution had lopt off 
thoufands of heads, it has not injured its phytfical maf; 
that this isthe fame, abfolutely the fame; and the reilec.. 
tion which tells us that the bird paffes and the neft remains, 
fixes itfelf deeper, when we contemplate fo many palaces 
and honfes, inhabited no longer by their proprietors, or 
whofe former poileflors have been cut off. 

But when Boffuet thundered at Verfailles before Lewis 
the AIVth thefe words: “ Kingdoms die, Sire, as well as 
kings !” the prophetic words were underitoed at court only. 
as the language of the preacher. BEoffuet feems to have 
announced the republic of France, which is proceeding 
with a fleady pace through Europe. ee, 

There is one thing wanting to the perfection of this 
work, which human power cannot give if and that is, to 
Sag ak L fee, 
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fee, as in’ Paris itfelf, the motion of its inhabitants, the 
croffing of carriages, the running of horfes, and of thofe 
light and dangerous cabriolets, fill unforbidden ; the tu- 
multuous concourfe of the people, of a people pafling away 
to their theatres, where they fee nothing but hells, demons, 
fpeétres, ghofts, bloody nuns, and with’ which they att 
themfelves, tecaufe they have no faith in them. 

A poftchaife will tranfport this aftonifhing city to every 
nation in Europe’; the artift will thew i it tomen, to women, 
to childreit of different countries; He will procure it en- 
trance, and exhibit it at London’; under the gates of Vien- 
tia, Madrid, Berlin, and Peterfburgh ; judge of the fur- 
prife of all thefe jealous potentates, who willhave nothing 
to put in parallel with it; of the aftonifhment of the 
Grand Turk, and the Khan of Tartary, at the fight of 
Paris, which they had never feen but on a map, and no 
larger than a point; they have heard it fpoken of as one 
of thefe poetical beauties which we celebrate in Pindaric. 
odes; they will fee it face to face, and they will be ftupi- 
fied at it; andif thefe defpots are furrounded. with: their 
courtiers, none of them will afk, or will dare afk, Where 
is the Place of the Revolution? no perfon will fay, Shew 
it. to his majetty.. All the women of foreign countries: will 
figh in feeing the plan of a city, where they would with to 
have been born ; ; and all of them will fay i in whifpers, Oh! 
it is there only that pleafures exift ! it is there that our fex 
enjoys a double liberty ! 

If the artift travels, as he has promifed me; if he tranf- 
ports to diftant countries his curious monument, he may fay: 
to-the crowd which has not travelled, and which never will 
travel: “ Here is that famous city which I bring you; I 
putit under your eyes; this city, for fo many ages paft 
the head, the arm, the light of the world! See this city, 
fovereign by its arts, its fciences, and its manners, in 
which every thing that was celebrated has lived, or was 
born; into “which, at the approaching peace, the whole of 
Europe will flow, anxious to fee places fo long time ce- 
lebrated, to vifit this fingular fpot,, this city, glorious 
rmoother of liberty, iffuing “triamphantly from its bofom, 
as Minerva, completely armed, from the brain of Jupiter. 
Faris was refolved to crufha throne that opprefied her, and 
the crufhed it in three days: as the bomb, launched into 
the air, never returns to the mortar, fo flavery has fled 
this proud city, never more to re-defcend: amidit the tem- 
pefts of the Revolution, and of bloody anarchy, Paris 
flood immoveable ; its own fury, jaconing, excefles even, 

po, ; | have 
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have not been able to deftroy it; and the innumerable 
armies of coalefced kings, who were eager to devour it, 
have pafled away like fhadows; their diftant. fortrefles are 
. fallen, and Paris fub&fts entire ;. a flight defence has driven 
“back thofe celebrated legions, commanded by the kings 
of the North. Paris has fent out from its walls three 
hundred thoufand men, and feemsto have undergone no 
diminution; it has chaftifed Italy and Germany, and 
Germany. and Italy have afked for peace. Here is the 
powerful brain which creates, forms, and diffeminates 
republics ; which will make them germinate on every 
foil oppreffed by kings or olygarchs; this is the arm whicly 
fhall execute the boldeft projects, which fhall throw a— 
bridge from the Seine: to the Thames; it has already 
changed the feudal face of Europe, and the greater the 
refiftance to the rights of man and of liberty, theigreater 
furface will be covered by the regenerating torrent. _ Like 
a rock in the middle of the fea, which refifts the polar 
swaves, and holds to the foundation of the world, witnefl- 
ing-a.thoufand fhipwrecks; fo will it fubfiftin all its glo- 
ry, in that glory arifing from ftrength of mind and the 
force of arms. Z - 
ill fall into ecftafies before thofe black and hi- 
deous paintings which are brought from Italy, which pre- 
fent us with fcarcely any thing but what had relation to 
the catholic church, an old regime of terror, the madden- 
ing rage of executioners revived in our days; one would 
fuppofe them ancient revolutionary committees, exercifing 
their barbarities;.a Fouquier Tinville, under the name of 
‘Herod, of Pilate, or Dioclefian. 1 turn away my eyes 
from thofe ancient horrors, which feem to diminifh the 
new; J] had rather look at Paris in relief; thefe are.the 
kinds of pi€tures Llike beft, fuch as give me the living fea- 
tures of cities, and which fave their memory from deftruc- 
tion; true pi€tures, which make the philofopher and the 
legiflator refle@ ; which infpire the moralift, and furnith, 
him with political ideas of every kind. It is without 
doubt in this mode that a future generation, lefs puerile 
than our own, lefs in love with falfe and barbarous ima- 
ges, will meditate, and make profound refieftions on a hu- 
man hive of fuch extent and vat dimenfion. This artift 
is called the Citizen Arnaud; he has made a natural re- 
prefentaticn of Paris, asl have attempted in my picture 
to'draw a moral‘ ketch; and I thought that it was my 
a to fpeak of this work, which is. wque ‘in ‘its 
ind, 
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CHAP. CXXVI. 


BONS MOTS OF THE TIERS ETAT. 


“A NoBLEMAN of the ftates of Dauphiny having faid, 
'. fn order to fupport the primacy of the nobility, J tink on 
all the blood which the nobility has fhed in battles; a man of 
the wers etat anfwered him, And the blood of the people fhed 
at the fame time; do you think it was water ? : 

One of our feigneurs was one day entertaining his far- 
mers, who brought him money, and in order to give 
himfelf an air of popularity, received them at his own 
table. At the end of the repaft, willing. to regale his 
guefts, he faid to his maitre d’hotel, Give them fome of the 
tiers etat, the name he gave to brandy. You are im the 
right, anfwered one of his peafants, for it 75 the Liquor which 


has.moft frength and Jpirit, 


CHAP, CXXVII. 
SHOPKEEPERS. 


SHOPKEEPERS, retailers, pedlars, every trading clafs 
in general, are more or lefs grumblers by character and 
habit ; they. are in continued oppofition with every man. 
who has taken any part in our political debates. A re- 
yolution is aiways a {courge for the generation in which it | 
happens. To hear thefe perfons, one would fuppofe that 
the revolution ought to have chofen any other time than 
that in which they live, Why have dangers come to af- 
failthem? ‘They never examine whether this revolution 
is not made up of a number of revolutions, and indifcri- 
minately cenfure the talents, the virtues, and the vices of 
a crowd of individuals, lavifhing the names of wretches 
on patriots who have faved their country, as well as 
on the monfters who have difhonoured it by their 
crimes, = 


They 
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They are not afhamed of aflociating Condorcet and 
Marat. The moft ridiculous accufations, the moft grofs 
invectives, iffue from their mouths againft every repub- 
lican. © They would rather fee mankind the prey of eter- 
nal defpotifm, than undergo the ftorms which have de- 
ranged their trade. They call themfelves friends to quiet, 


and with thofe friends the iron fceptre of tyrants would , 


-remain unfhaken in their hands. Were kings revived 
and: put in place, they might without fear deliver them- 


{elves up to every excefs of vengeance, to all the madneis 


of power, a ; 

They are continually calling to mind the tables of 
profeription ; and when the fatal carts which dragged the 
victims to execution pafled, they looked coolly and _tran- 
quilly on thofe that were going to be facrificed, and hon- 


oured their conftancy and their misfortune neither by a. 


figh nor a regret. 
- “Their courage has not been put to the fame proof; 
they have never indeed refle€ted whether there would be 
courage in braving oppreffion and tyranny. - Arbitrary 
meafures, according to them, are fuch as order the pay- 
ment of patents and taxes; that is what would revive 
their independent fpirits, if they knew how-to handle 
any thing except an ell, and the pen which traces the 
_ multiplication table. aa 


Devoid of every kind of political ideas, it matters 


little to them that this man is prowling to erect again 
the bloody altars of the Maratift, and that, to raife up a 
throne annihilated by the general will. There are no 
other vexations, according to them, than fuch as fall on 
the tradefman; and as the word repubiicanifm is a new 
word, it was very ufelefs to create it, as well as the calen- 
dar, which has rafhly changed the name of the months 
of the year, obliging the citizens to be at the expence 
ef talent for memory, .a crime unexampled, a crimi- 
nal fyftem, and a complete piece of extravagance. 
Such is the cant of the fhopkeepers, and in this clafs I 
reckon the notaries. “The pen-gentry are thofe who have 
the narroweft ideas; and notaries, above all others, have 
thicker heads than could have been allowed even under 
the new order of things. 


/ 
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CHAP. CXXVIIL 


ARRESTATION, 


Lincuet, who profcribed this. word, wifhed us te 
make ufe of that of arrétement. Linguet was in the wrong. 
We ought never to employ this word, but in Apeaking of 
things ; we ought to fay, for example, the arrétement (the 
ftopping) of the courfe of a rivulet ; the topping of a carriage 
at the door of a houfe. The word arreftation is applicable 
only to perfons arrefted by order of a conftituted authority. 
Neverthelefs, when proots were difcovered of the treafon of 
Gabriel Mirabeau, whom Condé called a great man and 
a great fcoundrel, and when the propofition was difcufled at 
the National Convention, to exhume from the Pantheon 
the afhes of this deputy, who fold his genius to the higheft 
bidder, Pierre Manvel, after having defended the memory 
of his friend, terminated his difcourfe by faying, that the 
Convention fhould limit itfelf to putting his memory in 
arreflation. Atthe time when the decree, which ordered 
the arreft of /u/pected perfons, appeared, it was ‘perceived 
with terror, that by the definition which it gave of what 
was to be underftood by /u/pected, there was no one whom 
the Committee of Public Safety, whom the Revolutionary 
Committees, whom the viceroys in the departments, might 
not declare fuch. The execution followed clofely the pro- 
mulgation of this law, which imprefied the marks of flav- 
ery onthe front of liberty. The fear of being denounced 
as fufpeéted forced fome to abandon their homes, and 
dive into forefts; while others, after having made their 
will, buried themfelves in caverns.. 


CHAP. CXXIX. | 


BOISSY D’ANGLAS, 


SuRNAMED Boifly Famine. He was mialtre d’hotel to 
the king’s brother, penfionary of the court: he feem- 
ed to me, while he was fpeaking, to be always holding a 

. napkin | 
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napkin under his arm, asI have feen Paftoret hold his 
parliamentary robe which fell down to hisheels. 
' “We are not yet certain whether this Boifly d’ Anglas 
was not in accord with the affaffins of Ferand, when he - 
appeared fo unfhaken in faluting the bloody .head which 
was offered him, and when the balls of the blunderbufs 
- pierced the wainfcot four feet diftant from him. Faithful 
to the plan of the royal re-ation, he battled for it till the. 
_ 18th of Fru€tidor, when his part ended. | 

He had figned the proteft of the feventy-three. Quite. 
aftonifhed at having-done an act of courage, or rather 
from fear, he begged to have his fignature effaced. This 
favour was granted him from contempt. 

- The idea of organizing a famine was not new; the 
court had fometimes made ufe of it. During the fummer 
of the year three, Boifly d’Anglas lied like a Barrere, and 
favoured, as one of the moft-aétive agents of the faGtion 
of the Anglomanes, that difaftrous fearcity, by. mearis of. 

which they had hoped to have-driven a famifhed people 
' to demand a king. ae es 

In recompence for the long faft they had undergone, 
the people of Paris named him deputy ; and his name was 
the firft on the lifts which were fentinto the departments. 
When I fay the‘ people of Paris, I mesn to fpeak of the 
fections. which feemed agreed with the foreign cabinets; 
fo much in oppofition were they to the genius of that liberty, 


which created fo many prodigies. < 
With this Boifly d’Anglas was connected that execrable 
Aubry, the moft cowardly and vileft of men, and who al- 
ready believed himfelf a fecond Monk; but who, without 
ability, without underftanding, not having even the mo- 
mentary audacioufnefs of a confpirator, obtained a terrible 
influence after the days of Praireal. He broke Buong- 
parte’s commiffion. 3 . aA | 
This Aubry was the fcourge of the French armies, dif 
' miffing with frigid infolence all the brave republican off- 
cers, whom he replaced by knights of the poignard, bv 
body guards, and other people devoted to the caufe of 
royalty. cs | | 
; Never was the republic in greater danger than at the 
time of the operations of this artful: and cold-blooded 
wretch, who fettered the valour of our troops ; and it. was 
time that the 18th Fruétidor overthrew thofe Clichians, 
who were all, under the guidanee of the infamous 
Carnot, about to betray and dye their country in 
blood. ~~ — 
. We 
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We mutt alfo obferve, that Boifly d’Anglas and Aubry 
“were amongft the royal pamphleteers, and the moft 
contemptible and mott wretched fcribblers of the fac- 
tion. | 


CHAP. CXXX. 
TREATED LIKE A DOG, 


‘Aw expreffion which circulated in converfation in thé 
firft years of the revolution, and the origin of which is 
unknown. : | “oo 

Under the old regime, the treafury penfions, which 
were called royal, ameunted to more than an hundred 
millions. Obferve, that thofe granted to the ancient 
fubje&ts, of the. reya/ academy of mufic amounted to more 
than two hundred feventy-eight thoufand livres ; and that 
a penfion of fix thouland livres was given to the hair-dreff- 
er of Mademoifelle d’Artois, who having died .at three 
years of age, had no hair to drefs. But note alfo, that 
the government became economical in certain cireum- 
ftancess. For inftance, the brave Aude, who made gene- 
ral Ligonier prifoner in the battle of Laufeld, and who 
contributed to gain the victory, had a penfion granted him 
by the royal treafury of two hundred livres. - From eco- 
nomy, however, they took care, by way of referve, to 
reduce it to an hundred and eighty-eight livres three fous, 
which they totally forgot to pay him. A circumftance by 
the way, which proves, that under the old regime our 
brave foldiers were treated with: much lefs humanity than 

his majefty!s dogs. Look atthe account given in 1788, 
by the calotin de Brienne, and there you wiil read, “ For 
‘«“ the maintenance of his majefty’s dogs, at eight fous fix 
*¢ deniers a day for each dog, forty thoufand livres. For 
“the furniture of the faid dogs, ten thoufand livres a 
“* year.” Now the pay ofa foldier amounted at moit to fix 
fous a:day. His majefty’s dogs, therefore, were better 
treated than the foldiers, who fhed their blood to defend 
what he called. his rights) There was not a foldier who 
would not have faid, that he would have been very happy 
to be-treated like a dog. ie 
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CHAP. CXXXL 
MUS ¢ ADINS. | 


‘A xinp of men, whofe bufinefs itis to wear an ele~ 
gant or ridiculous drefs, and whom the beat of a drum | 
metamorphofes into women. “‘ The fon of Czar Peter I. 
«© burnt one of. his fingers,” fays one of our writers, |‘ in 
* order not todo the work his father exacted from him.’ 
We have feen a Mufcadin cut off his thumb to avoid car- 
- rying arms againft the enemy: he ought to have kept it to 
handle the needle or diftaff. 

Thefe perfonages form the contratt of the filthy Jaco- 
bins.. One would have thought thata fpirited fet of young 
men would have embraced republican’ principles; but 
thefe young men were rich, and wifhed to diftinguifh 
themfelves from thofe they called b/ve-coats. The muf- 
cadins’ were laughed at, drubbed,. and kicked, wherever 
they. went with their dog’s-ears, and their hai turned up with 
a comb, to brave the republicans. If they had the advan- 
tage, it was-very feldom, and then they were four againft 
one. They act the royalift when out of hearing, but the 
emigrants defpife them {till more than they deteft the 
patriots, 


\ 


CHAP. CXXXIL. 
PUBLIC SPIRIT. 


Notuine is more amufing than the efforts of writers 
to determine precifely whatis public /pirit. Every one is 
‘ defirous of fixing it in his ‘coterie, cr in his newfpaper. 

This man fell into the party of oppofition without know- 
ing it, the other ferved the government by his inconfi- 
derate fpeeches, and without wifhing it.. | 
~ It-was impoffible that there fhould have been any public _ 
-{pirit inthofe great commotions, or at leaft to find out _ 
precifely where it was. The fenfible aud tranquil portion 
of citizens perhaps in fecret reafoned thus: “ Let us take 

VoL. 11. CS patience 
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patience from a fpirit of reafon and calculation ; the wort 
that could happen would be, not to be badly governed, 
but not to be governed at all.” The word public /pirit has 
therefore had at Paris and elfewhere very different acceptati- 
ons. The obfervers, -if I may fo exprefs it, placed their 
_ fingers on the thermometer when they confulted it, and 

took for the temperature of the air the greater or lefs 
heat of their hands. Ten who fpeak. make much more 
noife than ten thoufand who ‘hold their tongues, but the 
noife goes off. . 8 

Lo feel the pulfe of the public mind requires a very fine 
touch. We mutt examine accurately if the motion be: 
in proportion to the noife ; and fubtra€ afterwards from. 
the calculation every thing which is due to the being 
drawn on, and to the effect of example. 

_An office of public fpirit was once formed, every 
thing was picked up that was faid at the coffee-houfes and 
theatres; but the next day it had another verfion; for 
what is called /pirit of oppa/ition is innate amongft the Pari- 
fians. One man cries out fire, in order to extinguifh it; 
another, to plunder the houfe. It is not public fpirit 
which reigns at Paris, but the fpirit of criticifm. -Amongtft 
the drawing-room gentry, the firft affair they daily demand, 
isamufement: Nothing lefs amufing than praife. Satire 
is much better fitted to pafgan hour or two gaily ; it dips 
its little arrows in every acid; gay in the circle, tenaceous 
in coffee-houfes, bawling at the Halle, laughing or crying 
- every where, but having every where for its bafis a {pirit 
of contradiction, which neceflarily excludes that common — 
interef?, which is the intereft of the whole. 

‘The revolution has often been a theatre,. in which Paris 
was divided into two claties; one which acts, the other 
which fits in the galleries, jucge, as at the Circus, of the 
{kill and ftrength of the combatants. 

Hence thofe fceptics, who never welcome the news of 
our victories; hence thofe habitual declaimers, who are 
nek in oppofition to every thing wilhed for by the 
wile. me , ; ; 
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CHAP. CXXXIIL 
NATIONC ULE, 


| Tue city of Geneva, which forms a republic and a fe- 

‘parate ftate, is a point fcarcely perceptible.. Neverthe- 
lefs this Nationcule, the moft contentious in Europe, has 
given birth to a crowd of individuals, who have agi- 
tated whatever countries they have been received and em- 
ployed in. 

Public liberty owes much to M. Necker ; and itis the 
height of injuftice not to feparate him entirely from the 
enemies of republican principles. What we have to re- 
proach him with, is having done what. every man did at 
that time; having attempted to reconcile certain princi- 
ples with thofe of liberty, which were irreconcileable. He 
enjoyed afterwards too great an eclat, too proud a day, 
when all the people of Paris proftrated themfelves as it 
were before him, as before a protector. It is of the ef- 
fence of republican government not~to think that. its 
_fafety depends on Themiftocles, or Scipio, but on the na- 
‘tion itfelf, which bears within jt the imperifhable princi- 
ples of liberty. We always thought that M. Necker 
wanted to monarchife the republic, and this incul- 
pation has made us forget all the former fervices which _ 
he has ‘rendered the country, 

When we refieét that Rouffeau, native of the city of 
Geneva, would, had he been alive, have been dragged to 
the guillotine; and that after his death, he has been made 
a political faint, we muft reflect a little in order to appre- 
clate ina juft manner the praifes andinfults of men, and 
judge on what all that depends. 

Claviere, ancther enlightened man, killed himfelf in 
orderto prevent his execution, and prefervye to his family 
a fortune, which by this means efcaped confifcation. 

The Swifs who defcends from his mountains, to go and 
fell his fervices and his blood to the defpot who pays him 
the deareft, is not werthy the title of republican; itill 
lefs the calculating banker, who heaps up gold in tons, and » 
who comes to Paris only for that purpofe. 
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CHAP, CXXXIV. 


ADULTERATED WINES, 


Paris, whofe fuperfices contains within its ramparts 
only, three millions feventy-three thoufand and ninety 
fquare fathom, and whofe population is at leaft feven 
hundred thoufand fouls, confumes annually four hundred 
fifty thoufand muids* of wine, not comprehending brandy, 
beer, and cyder. 

_ Whether therefore the vines of Burgundy, of Cham- 
paigne, of Languedoc, and Roufillon, be beaten or ‘not 
by the hail, it matters little ; the quantity muft be the 
fame : and, according to the principle of the -wine-deal- 
ers, the fecret is known how to make enough for every 
one. 

The moft villanous of all apprenticefhips is that which 
is made at the manufa€turer of wines ; his cellar is a prac- 
tical fchool of knavery and cunning of every kind; it 
is a laboratory at leaft as formidable as . that of a 
quack. te 

It is there that a libertine apprentice forms himfelf 
in the art of preparing, and diftilling poifons; of com- 
pofing with the woods and dyeftuffs of the Indies, with 
beet-root, carrots, turnips, and litharge, a mixture, which 
his mafter makes him put into fealed bottles, under the 
pompousnames of Tonerre, Bourgogne, Champagne, d’ Alicant, 
Madeira, and Cypre/s. . 

The lift of thofe fine and foreign wines, true mafter- 
piece of his compofition, figures in capital golden letters 
among the black bunches of the iron vine, which bends 
in cluftres at the door of his tavern; ‘it is the only vocabu- 
lary of the noted fots of the neighbourhood. 

It has been faid, with as much fineffe as good fenfe, 
“that truth lies at the bottom of the bottle, which contains ; hap- 
pily the true juice of the god of joy. There is alfo truth 
in the adulterated fbottles ; it is a terrible truth; there is 
death in the pot! yes, death, which like a knawing worm, 
faftens on its prey, and flowly corrodes it. 


_ * A muid contains 300 quarts. 


Mild 
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Mild and tranquil gaiety does not expand the brow of 
the laborious mechanic, cohdernned to the ufe of this . 
‘traitorous liquor. A deep melancholy on _ the contrary 
darkens his vifage, whilft he drinks it without mitruit. 
The. poifon foon penetrates into his veins like a fiery fer- 
pent, and putshiminarage. The excefles which he coni= 
mits in his delirium, are owing folely to the perfidy of 
the vininer. oo 

It is not for his own wine that he thirfts, it is for your 
‘gold. He will not bate you a farthing, but holds your 
money, and paffes and re-pafles it with his thumb; a cheat 
and a knave from principle, he takes only money of good 

alloy; and feldom fells you any thing but wines that are. 
falfe or adulterated: ; 

Look at him, one hand on the key of the till of his 
counter, and the other on the inexhauftible can: his head 
is as full of motion: as that of a fox on the watch. He 
welcomes, with a knavifh {mile, the crowd that enters. 
“* What price, gentlemen,” accofting them; “ twenty- 
“‘ five, or thirty fous!’ His attentive eye examines, and 
diftinguifhes éach clafs of tiplers. a 

He is more cunning than the pickpocket, for he knows 
how to cheat even the thief, by {coring om his flate a greater 
number of bottles than hé has emptied with his noify com- 
panions, 

There are three kinds of wine for the three principal 
parts of the day. The wine of the morning is alterant ; 
this is the deareit.* — . 

The adulterating vintner well knows that the morning 
is the hour fot honfe-painters, carpenters, matter-mafons, 
and fmiths. Their meafure in their hand, they mount 
the tottering ftaircafe of his drinking-room, where the on- 
ly decoration which meets the €¢ye, are the attributés of the 
god of Lampfacus, pourttayed with charcoal. 

The bottles are rapidly émptied, and the laft which 
comes is always the fmalleft; for the quart is réduced to 
femie lines moré than a pint in thofe bottles, which feem. 
all.chofen to refolve the problem of the infinite divifibility 
of matter. a 


_ * The price of wine is fcandalotis, A workman pays his day’s la- 
bour for a bottle ;_ too happy, when he is not reduced to drink. that 
which 1s-fold to hackney-coachmen, to the inhabitants of the alleys, 
thofe of the Greve, or the vagabond~beggars of the F auxbourg St, 
Marceau; - 


: The 
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The wine of noon is diluted with river water in fufh- 
cient quantity, becaufe that of the morning has parched 
the throat. ‘That of the evening is fpirituous, fharpened | 
by brandy or {pirits of wine, and fometimes impregnated 
with dead cat, to give it body. It is the middle clafs who 
drink this, to comfort themfelves after the day’s exceflive- 
labour ; and as it burns rather than warms the ftomach, 
it is every where vaunted; and it ison this error in tafte 
that more than one vintner builds his reputation. 

How I pity the hard-working man, who bending under 
_ his burden, and his limbs bathed in fweat, ftops at the door 
of this facrilegious profaner, to afk. for a poor half-quarter- 
pint! When he puts to his lips this terrible red mixture, I 
fancy | fee a man about to {wallow poifon.* = *- 

It is not enough to know the fuperfices of this immenfe 
city. The cellars belonging to taverns occupy three-fourths 
of its fubterraneous topography. It is into thofe labyrinths 

-you muft penetrate, to furprife the fabricator in the midft of 
his ingredients. 

Itisin vain to eftablifh duties on the entries of wine ; 
he will fet at nought the mcf fubtle ferutiny. His wine, 
like the water of Arcueil, will come into Paris through in- 
vifible channels. . . 

It is the avidity of gain, more than the infufficiency of 
the laws, which makes thofe of his profefiaon fo intrepid, 
and who, being in pofleffion of the fame fecret, manufac- 
ture every where the fame wine, brave the fentence of 
-the liquor ftandard, and the experiment of the chy- 

mift.+ 


'* The wine merchants of new date do not yet mix their liquors, 
becaufe they are not yet initiated in the fecret of the old. 


+ The wines alfo in the ports are adulterated. The wine which is 
of pure growth, isdeftined only for the rich. But let a tradefman of 
the lower order, a taylor for inftance, cheapen a barrel ; the wine-mer- 
chant, who difcovershim by his gait, and crooked legs, will tell him’ 
wine of Surenne for wine of Macon. One might fuppofe that he regu- 
lates the pleafure of his mouth, according tothe ftate or condition of the 
individual ; he judges that it is sot nectar, but verjuice, that fuits the 
plebeian cockney, fuch as will fting his palate. 


oa 
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CHAP. CXXXV. 
BOSSUET: 7 


Bossuet compoled, for the ufe of his pupils, his dif- 
courfe on univerfal hiftory ; in which he judges, in the 
twinkling of an eye, conquerors, kings, nations, crimes 
and virtues; and traces with an energetic and rapid pen- 
cil, time, which fwallows every thing up; the hand of 
God on human greatnefs, and kingdoms which perifh like 
their mafiers. Sa e 

, This fublime expreffion was heard both by kings and 
priefts; and when the inftant came in which the great 
evangelical truths were accomplifhed, priefts and kings 
would neither comprehend not hear them. They had : 
only taken for founding phrafes, and idle rhetoric, what- | 
ever was faid in the pulpit on the fupreme will ef the 
Creator, who breaks thronés, and difperfes empires. . 

_ Kingdoms which perifh like their mafiers! Ob! crowned | 
heads, remember all of ye the expreflion of Boffuet ! 


CHAP. CKXXVI. Se 
NEW WORKSHOPS. 


‘Tue ‘daughter of Michael Lepelletier, St. Fargeau; 
when married to a rich Hollander, received for a wedding 
prefent, guefs what twelve wigs ! | 
By means of thefe wigs, which ave always worn’ without 
powder, ladies can change their phyfiognomy every day, 
and are no longer depende-it on an hair-dreflér ; they can 
prefent a new vilage-every day to their lover, and-afford 
him fometimes an agreeable farvrifé. Is. he known, or 
fuppofed, to have a favourite,—quick, they take her 
. trefles. aan - | | 
Baldnefs is what is moft unbecoming ina woman; fhe 
ought to avoid even the flighteft appearance of it. There 
are at prefent workthops for women’s wigs, which have al- 
mott the elegarice of boudoirs; a daft of powder durff not 
: | thew 


a 
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. i 
fhew itfelf. You find in them a complete affortment of 
wigs, of all fhades and defcriptions, of all forms, dimenfi- 
ons, and lengths. . 

The wig-maker, amidf his glorious trefles, prefles dex- 
teroufly with the ends of his fingers the point of a papillot ; 
he does not fuffer an unruly hair to wander from its place, 
he is as neat as his comrades are dirty. He may be faid 
not to make wigs, but to paint them. Sometimes he takes 
a fiddle, fings his amours; and all the perriwigs which 
furround him affume a gently tremulous motion; and feem 
to applaud his tafte} and the lightnefs of his hand. 

It is from the eafy and rapid change of the hair, that 
Paris is become a gallery of painting, renewed every in- 
ftant at the will of the curious, and preéfenting an aflem- 
blage of whatever is moft rare and original in heads of 
every kind. 2 

_Orphife changes her looks three times a-day. In the 
morning fhe is a tranfparent nymph, in a muflin robe. Her 
wig has the’conical form of a hive. She goes to breakfaft 
in the country; thatis, at Pafly. o / 

At three fhe fhines with a thoufand attractions ; her red. 
fhawl makes her Jook like a buttérfly with purple wings ; 
her Berenice wig fixes every one’s attention. 

In the evening, when the fun has difappeared, fhe is 
Diana with a tuckt-up-robe, and quick ftep. A diamond 
crefcent fhines above thofe foreign and jet-black hairs, 
which a fimple ribband confines in a-knot on the back of 
the head ; her eyes at the opera wander in fearch of thofe 
of an ambaflador, a minifter, or thofe of a Greek or a 
‘Turk ; in feeing her pafs, the {peCtator obferves aloud, that 
fhe is hunting the wild beafle _- aes ees 

lhear a cabriolet at adiftance, driven with the noife of 
thunder; already the courfer, as rapid as the impetuous de- 
fire which governs it, moiftens my fhoulders with his breath. 
Someone bawls out, gare/ I turn round, and fee in the. 
_ phaeton a goddefs, with the head-drefs of the king of Sa- 
turn. : 

The women who drive the cabriolet are half men: whi 
in hand, they affect the air, the demeanour, and the voice ; 
but it is always the colour of the wig that regulates the 
tone. . . . 

This man haunts theatres, where he can meet with the 
marvellous. He loves noife, tumult, horfes which prance 
on the ftage, devils more terrible than thofe in the tempta- 
tions of St. Anthony, and who mount up in the air with 
a monk in their claws, a capuchin, or an attorney. | a 

mutt. 


} 
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muft have fpectres, dark dungeons, the bloody nun, or the 
carnival of the feraglio. In fhort, nothing pleafes him 
more than cities befieged in form, faflaults, cannon, co- 
mets falling frém heaven in fhowers of fire, the fhrill found 
ef trumpets, or the rolling of drums. 


- 


CHAP. CXXXVII. 
TO LANTERN. 


Tuts word fignified formerly to lofe one’s time in - 
doing nothing, or in doing nothings. At the beginnnig 
of the Revolution, it fignified to hang a man at the lantern 
zron. : 

To guillotine, and guillotine, have gained fuch an afcen- 
dancy, that the words /antern, and #o lantern, ‘ are altogether 
out of ufe. 


. _ CHAP. CXXXVUL 
BRILLIANT NAMES. 


Tue names of Ariftides, of Plate, of Socrates, of Cor-.. 
neille, of Voltaire, of all great men, paft or prefent, are: 
lefs illuftrious, lefs brilliant, than thofe of jewellers. How 
fo? will you fay—becaufe the names of thofe dealers, 
written in letters of diamonds at the bottom ‘of their {hops, 

- dazzle the eyes when you read them; they efface, there- . 
fore, all other names known by their fplendour: it is a 
. fignature which the Great Mogul only fhould make, 
Poor profeffors, who teach morality atid belles-lettres, 
are ftuck up at the-corner of the fireet. The names of 
thefe jewellers fhine with a thoufand fires—they fparkle’ 
-Hke the fun: it is in order to fell, but dear, much dearer 
than thatof Poultier, reprefentative of the people, when he 
puts it for money at the head of his incivic journal. The 
jewellers, from the {plendour of their names, attraét every 
eye; one might therefore fay of them, that they have 
formed a brilliant name, even radiant, in their figns, ei- 
ther at the Palais Royal, or inthe Rue St. Honoré, and that 
no name in the National Inftitute can enter into parallel 
— with theirs, 7 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXXIX, | 
COATS OF ARMS. 


Tue moft decifive decree for the democrats, and thé 
moft mortal'again{t the ariftocrats which was ever made,. 
was that of the 19th of June, 1790. ‘“ No. French citi- 
“ gen fhall wear,-or caufe to be worn, liveries, nor have 
“© coats of arms.” 

In thofe days of defolation, the nobility veiled the in- 
fcriptions and efcutcheons of the nobels with a kind of 
platter coverings, as the calotins cover the face of their 
faints and madonas in the mourning of the holy week. 
The nobility hoped, that the Revolution would not Taft 
longer than this flight coveting. They acted like the 
fculptor, who inferted the name of the prince in a cement 
of curious compofition, under which was engraven the 
name of the artift; whom time ought to hand down to 
pofterity. They were in hopes that time would bring back 
their efcutcheons, and continue to. ennoble their race. 
On the pannels of many carriages were painted a thick 
mift, which meant that the foggy feafon which obftructed 
the fight would pafs away. One of our ariftocrats, leit 
the people fhould not feize the allegory, put for a device, 
Ce nuage neff que paffager—This cloud is but momentary 
_ The number of ci-devant nobles was but {mall, who 
lulled themfelves with thofe dreams; the greater part were 
not fo foolith as to amufe themfelves with fuch dreams, 
except Capet-Condé, into whom feems to have emigrated the 
foul of M. PAbbé.  ZAirty thoufand mei; and who did not 
weafe to fay like him, Give me thirty thaufand men, give me a 
noyan of thirty thoufand men. The reft of the nobles regard 
their nobility as dead and buried, and the equality efta- 
blifhed by the declaration of rights makes them fuffer the 
anticipated punifhment of the valley of Jehofaphat. 

Tt is very true, that an old countefs died with rage upon 
eading the decree, though the did not expire at the mo- 
ment, as was faid, but half an hour after. “The decree 

 fpread the peftilencetn hotels, and was worth a real peiti- 
lence to the phyfictans*. , , 
: Te 


 * Tt was time: the phyficians began to complain of the diminution 
_ of their practice, A lady faid lately to one of them. ‘* it feems to me, - 
: “¢ M. le 
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It is, moreover, the fineft part of the ariftocratical gen-_ 
try who were attacked with this peftilence, of which the 
patients expire in extraordinary ftiflings, as from an arifto- 
cracy {truck inwards; others waited away infenfibly in the 
languors of a confumption. - This ariftocratical fpleen un- _ 
dermines, in the fame manner, the. dowager dutchefs, the 
toothlefs maréchale, and the young vifcountefs, who had 
flattered herfelf that when fhe no longer wore the colours 
of the convent, fhe fhould feparate herfelf from the clafs 


° 


of the vilains, with the privilege of rouge ; the is defolated 
at not having any longer her livery, and fays, as In the 
Prodigal Son— . 


© Votre ecuffon, vos gens, votre livrée 
¥ : Bee . : 24 
«© Tout retracoit une image adorée.” 
! 


Some, however, confoled themfelves, fince their lac- 
queys were left. Be it faid, to the honour of the ladies 
of the court in general, no perfons had lefs contempt for 
the Tiers. Itis faid, they hadin fa&t united the orders, | 
long before Syeyes had put it in thefis. 


CHAP. CXL. 


POINT OF VIEW. 


At adiftance Paris is figured as peopled with republi- 
cans fenfible to national honour, proud of poflefing the 
government which conquers immenfe provinces, changes 
the fyftem of Europe, and founds republics; it may. per 
haps be fuppofed, that the celebration of the 9th Thermidor 
excites fome enthufiafm, that the days of Arcole and Lodi 
are kept with joy -and pride, and that the thirty-frft of 
May is a day of univerfal mourning. Not at all! In 
general, the fhop-keeper, the attorney, and all the multi- 
tude who hold the juridical pen, attach neither their glory, 
their love, nor their remembrance, to anv epocha what- 
ever. ‘Iwelve hundred republicans reprefent this immenfe 
city ; brave, generous, lovers of the country, they alone, 
with the government and the good military force, would 


© M,. le Dodtur, that there are not many fick at prefent?-—s* Alas!’ Ma- 
- dame, how foould there be, they have put every body undera re- 
gime.”” 


lrive 
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drive back the flavith horde of kings, and deftroy the mioft 
filly and contemptible prejudices. _ ; 

To throw out infults againit the Legiflative Body, to 
. ealumniate its members, to affect contempt for every thing 
which is done, and to do this without difcrimination, with- 
out difcernment, to attribute the public immorality to what 
was only the work of the enemics of the Revolution ; this 
is what is practifed on all fides; this is what gives a neaufea 
to the well-informed man, affects the heart, and leads the 
true republican, arming himfelf fometimes with juft dif- 
dain, to exclaim, “ The opinion of Paris is null in politics; 
““ we muft never depend upon it, and fill lefs embarrafs 
* ourfelves with any thing they fay.” 

Such is the anathema which a crowd of pervérfe fpirits 
has drawn on, this city; flavifh inftruments, repeating the 
catechifm whith they have learnt from their priefts, and 
carrying confefion and chaos into morals and inftitutions, 
who {peak of exclufive tranquillity, and the happinefs 
which is due to them, in preference to all the other inha- 
bitants of the republic. Cowards! they fcarcely conde- 
{cend to notice our victorious foldiers, who fight their bat 
tles forthem! . 


CHAP. CXLI. 


COMIC SCENE. 


M. le Curé, of St. Sulpice, at Paris, had given riotice 
for fome days that he was going to manifeit his refufal of 
taking the oath tothe nation in an exemplary manner. 
This fanfaronade, and the well-known character of the 
prieft, required that meafures fhould be taken for the 
maintenaricé of order, and the dignity of the worfhip cf 
this.church. . ar a 

Citizens in arms were pofted to keep the public peace. 
The faithful filled the temple. |The prieft of the golden 
ealf mounted the pulpit, and preached on /el/, in order to 
prepare the minds of his auditory, by means of terror, for 
his atiti-conftitutional conclufions: There was a great 
deal of laughing at feeing the calotin agitating himfelf like 
a perfon in torment, and his whole perfon did not ill re- 
prefent the prince of the demons in the tribune harangu- 
ing the fallen angels, fuch as Milton has defcribed san 

| hen 
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When the mouth of this energuméne had vomited out blaf- 
phemies againft the National Affembly, an univerfal cry 
of indignation refounded from the vaults of the temple. 
The hypocrite thought he faw the crown of martyrdom 
defcending on his head; he grew pale, and exclaimed, 
“ Father, remove this cup from me!” The cries, how- 
ever were not threats, but only calls “* Zo order, to order.” 
The guilty confcience of the calotin had led him to miftake 
it for fomething elfe. Suddenly the majeftic organ filled 
the church with harmonious founds, and made every 
heart re-echo the air fo celebrated, that of Caura/ ¢a 
ira! / 

‘Indignation was turned into patriotic joy, and the mover 
of the counter-revolution was invited to fing Ca ira. He 
defcended from the pulpit, covered with ridicule, fhame, 
and a cold fweat. Summoned to do his duty by taking the 
civic oath, he haughtily refufed, and withdrew. 

A municipal officer then mounted the pulpit, and faid, 
‘¢ Citizens, the law does not oblige this man to fwear al- 
“ Jegiance tothe nation ;_ by his refufal he has only incur- ' 
‘ red his difmiffion. from the public employ which was: 
“‘ confided to him; he will foon be no longer our patftor, 
* and you will be called to name another, who fhall be 
** more worthy of your confidence.” ‘Thole few words, 
‘pronounced in the name of the law, reftored that refpeét 
which was due to the facrednefs of the place, and the moft 
profound tranquillity was obferved, . | 


n~ 


~ CHAP. CXLII. 
TO A NARROW MIND. 
\ 
So Argumentum ad hominem. 


THou art pale with envy and jealoufy; thou, who 
afpireft to all places, even thofe where thou wouldft be the 
tmoft unhappy of men. Art thou ignorant, that of all 
governments which nations have attempted, ours is that 
which grants moft to felf-love? Whatever thou be, it in- 
vites thee ; it invites every age, every condition without 
exception, ' without diftin@tion. Thou haft not to grow old 
_ before thcu reacheft the feat which thou covetelt; it isnot 

| neceflary 
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neceflary to be born a fenator to become fo; no one fhould 
defpair at his birth of attaining the end which he may 
propofe to himfelf, whatever it be. The doors of the 
palace of authority are open to all amateurs. ‘This power, 
which thou defireft, thou fhalt exercife to-morrow: this 
embroidery, which fhocks thee, thou fhalt wear the next 
year ; or at leaft, he to whom thou envieft it, unrobed and 
dreffed like thee, fhall come and feat himfelf near thee on 
the benches of the parterre, and confole thee for his glory 
of yefterday. 

If thou art a cenfor; and even a difficult cenfor, thou 
mayeft call him to account for his year’s greatnefs ; thou 
mayeft with impunity fee him from the height of thy 
brilliant carriage, pafs on foot, and ftep on one fide at-the 
noife of thy chariot’s coming; thou wilt be to-morrow 
what he was yefterday, _ | 

The fame men, who, under the old regime, had not 
fufficient influence or talent to become counfellors at the 
Chatelet, confider themfelves at prefent above every place 
which is not the firlt. They attribute to themfelves every 
talent fit to govern, and imagine that it was not worth 
while to have made the revolution, unlefs they are put in 
pofieffion of riches, credit, and power. ‘Such is the logic 
of all thofe little ambitious men who call their own fpirit. 
the public fpirit, their opinion the public opinion ; and 
while they ftile themfelves republicans, unite their voices 
to thofe of emigrants and refractory priefts; and as in fub- 
flance the evil is done when it is talked of, fo is evil. 
committed when you are become a difturber. 


‘CHAP. CXLUL - 
TRIC-TRAC, 


Tue technical words of this game are become expref- 
fiovs truly new, from the national fenfe which is annexed 
tothem. The following little piece appeared at the end 
of the year 1769. 


Le Roi fait une ecole 4 chaque coup, 

La Reine a toujours le dez contraire, 

Les Princes ont trop hazardé, 

La Nobleffe a pris le coin bourgecis, a 
; Le 
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N 
a Le Clergé fait la.ville de mifere, 

* Le Tiers a pris fon coin par puifiance, 
Le- Duc d@’Orleans a decouvert fon jeu, 
Le Affembi& Nationale a mis tout bas, 
LaF ayette bat fouvent les deux coins, 
Les Laroche-Foucaults font en petite bredouille, 
LEvéque d@Autun a fait la caze du diable, 
Necker a fait wne mauvaife tenue, 

Le Compte de Mirabeau fait fon plein, 
Les Parlemens ont joué trop ferré, | 
L’ Armée et la Marine font en grande bredouille 
Les Milices nationales ont le pavillon.. ; 


CHAP. CXLIV. 
; COFFEE-HOUSE ORCHESTRAS. 


ForMERLY only kings and princes of the blood enjoyed 
the fingular privilege of dining to the founds of mutic; 
at prefent all citizens without diftinétion are princes and 
kings, and dine in fymphony with flutes, horns, and haut- 
boys. 7 
The bagpipe even plays in the fmoaking guinguette of 
the Limofin, while he is {wallowing his porridge ; but it is 
particularly in the fubterraneous-vaults of the Palais Royal 
that the Academy of the guinze vingts attract the crowd. 

Twelve or fifteen virtuofos of equal abilities, hoifted on 
a Parnaflus of deal boards, torture your ears without mer-— 
cy, and finile malignantly at your martyrdom, becaufe 
their tympanum is trempet-proof. = 

This is not all: often a hair-brained Diana with fwol- 
len neck mouths the horn, and plays a preffo throughout 
without taking breath. 

To compiete this vocal melody, a porter itrikes and 
whips with the full {wing of his arm an enormous drum, 
the deafening neife of which ihakes or ftupifies every 
brain.. 7 

~ At every inflant the leader of this horrible uproar’ beats 
with his hand and feet, to keep in time his indocile mufes. 
They are acquainted with no other harmony than the 
jJingling of glafies, er that of bottles, which they break in 
the agitation of their drunkennefs. Brandy runs like Hip- 
pocrene at the bottom of their Parnaffus. ss 
ou 
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You may diftinguith there, by his impertinent air, more 
than one Marfyas who would defy Apollo, and who, in 
his proud delirium, would fupport even to the end the 

punifhment of the flaying alive. 

Yes, thofe modern Corybantes, who tune to fuch harfh 
founds their {queaking cymbals, have the moft perfe&t con- 
‘feioufnefs of their own talents; and whoever does not ap- 
plaud the whiftling of the dunken fluter who drivels in his 
flute, or a finger with a raven’s voice, runs the rifk of 
being infulted cr il-treated. . 

Thefe are the coffee-houfes which have brought about 
the mode cf harmonical concerts, and which have made 
mufic the trade of all the world. 

And do we not ftill fee on the old Boulevards, in that 
coffee-room fo frequented by the people, a poetical cabinet 
placed under the orcheftra, where the god of wine, con- 
- cealed in this fanctuary of genius, communicates his pe- 
tulant vien to his implacable minifters, and infpires his 
Pythonefles with poetic rage, | 

In fhort, the vender of lemonade, proud of his orchef- 
tra, pufhes his boldnefs fo far as to ere€t a theatre in full 
coffee exchange, where they act tragedy and comic buf- 
foonery. If both are laughed at alike, it is becaufe the 
fpectators, who drink a glafs between the atts, know not 
_ bow to cry, 


- CHAP. CXLV. 
CONSUMPTION OF PAPER, 


Ir the confumption of paper aftonifhed thinking heads 
under the old regime, that which is confumed under the 
new ought to aftonifh them much more. 

The liberty of the prefs, the firft thought of the creators 
’ of the revolution, has put the pen into the hand of almoft 
every individual which compofes the republic, 

_ Dating from the epocha in which the’ firft fpark of li- 
berty appeared to the French, a legion of idle half-witted 
men, of artifts without employ, of lawyers without briefs, 
pfeudo-philofophers, priefts without benefices, phyficians 
without practice, fcribbled with impunity, and- mingled . 
with the juft caufes of complaint of the French their 
: imprudent 
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imprudent writings, both feditious and deétructive of mo- 
rality. 
The proclamation of the rights of man; which opened 
a wide field to chicane about the refpeftive rights of citi- 
gens, gave birth to the right of petition; afterwards ap- 
peared the conttitution of 1791, which re-whitened the 
edifice of the tottering ftate, and diminifhed its foundatious. 

Plans came in from all parts, and it was impoffible to 
find rooms and boxes to ftore all thofe enormous heaps of 
Papers. Be, 2 2 a 

The fule of the eftates of the clergy, the abolition of 
the nobility and of feudal rights, the emigration of the 
‘rich and the nobles, the arrival of the king at Paris—all 
thefe caufés transformed the hotels of this capital into offi- 
ces. Every day new confpiracies were hatched, every day 
true or falfe con{pirators were arrefted, and millions of reams 
of paper were employed for printing acts of accufation. 

Printers and bookfellers having multiplied without end 
from the abolition of freedoms arid ceiipanies, denuncia- 
tions and defamatory libels became the mode, and it is 
from the unpunifhed publication of the litt of the cuck- 
olds in Paris, that the licentioufnefs of the prefs has taken 
its rife. > 7 : 

The evil which paper has produced in the different 
phafes of the Revolution is fo great, as to lead us almoft 
to with that it had never been invented. ; 

In reality, has it not fecondéed every effort of malevo- 
lence and'calumny! Paper was the firft confidant of the 
confpiracies formed againft the jafety of the citizens, and 
the firft plans of the civil war were executed by it. | 

Millions of blue, violet, yellow, and red bills, ftuck up 
every hour in the day, became fo many public tribunes 
attracting the attention of crowds of people; the walls be- 
came orator, prorapters to murder and pillage, and never 
were preachers more greedily liltened to, or more prafti- 
caliv obeyed. | | 

Theinftitution of the different clubs had alfo its diffe. 
rent committees, and thefe committees were the arfenals 
in which were fabricated addreiles and petitions for the 
inhabitants of each department, by which the leaders of 
factions governed the reprefentatives of the french, ex- 
torted decrees, or caufed laws to be rendered at their will. 
What a powerful.arm is paper! - : 

Terror arofe from the ferment of political furies ; it en- 
gendered civil, criminal, and revolutionary tribunals, and 
at every Rep you faw fentences of death fix feet in length 
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cover the walls, and hang like menacing {words over every 
head. ! 

Swarms of news-carriers through the ftreets, bawling out 
the peftilential papers of hired fcribblers, and the pofts to 
tranfport them through France, feemed the image of per- 
petual motion. 

Paper gave a fort of ubiquity to the malignant to exe- 
cute their confpiracies; the maximum, the certificates of 
citizens, orders for bread, meat, and paffports, will be long 
and lafting monuments of the invention of the moft hor- 
rible defpotifm under the reign of liberty. ! ‘ 
_~ Neverthelefs, the creation of more than thirty thovfand 
' laws, printed, publifhed, pafted up, and fent, by heaps 
“into every town of France, does not appear to have dimi- 
nifhed the quantity of paper; nor is it exhaufted by the 
forty milliards of paper money which has been put into 
circulation. Since the new conftitution, how much has 
been wanted for printing the fheets which have iflued from 
the offices of the dire€tory, the two councils, the feven ” 
‘minifters, departmental adminiftrations, and, in fhort, from 
thofe of all the conftituted authorities | 

An Indian newly arrived at Paris, and whofe affairs led 
him to wait on a minifter, ftruck with thofe pyramids of 
circular letters which encumbered the offices, did not he- 
fitate to affert, that they ufed ina fingle day, in one fe- 
cretary’s office, more paper than was confumed in a year 
throughout the whole of his country. _ 

And what would be have faid, if he had known what 
no clerk is ignoranr of, the unworthy ufe which is made 
of more than half the white paper, the purchafe of which 
cofts fo many millions a-year to the government? 

The mountebanks, who in oppofttion’ to each other dif- 
tribute and poft up their noftrums, furnifh us with the 
true fecret of employing paper well, which is that of 
faying a great deal in a very little fpace, and filling up the 
page and the back without leaving any margin. 

Where is the man of genius who will arife all at once 
to fimplify the wheels of the: great political machine? 
‘ Who will eftablifh a fingle centre of correfpondence, 
without pafiing through fo many intermediaries? Such a 
one will have diicovered a fine plan of economy, for the 
furplus of what government pays too much for its paper 
would be futicient fer the maintenance of the hofpitals. 

“Nevertheleis money would do much to cure the govern- 
or: and the governed of the mania of writing. Let the 
‘government pay well, and the fervice will go on without 

obftacle ; 
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obftacle ; half the quantity of arms and paper would be 
fafficient. He who employs himfelf in the reprinting of 
ufelefs or dangerous novels is highly criminal. We have 
fo many good books; let thofe fuffice, and let us learn to 
read. ; 7 
The laws ferve to make fky-rockets; why are they not 
tather made with the fheets of the novel of Juitina? 


\ 


CHAP. CXLVL 


THEO-PHILANTHROPISTS: 


Pan hereditary ‘chief of the fpiritual hierarchy, whofe 
térriblé or bloody fceptre bent the heads of credulous mor- 
tals at’ his nod, is hurled from his ‘throne. The worthip- 
ped foot of thé fuperannuated god of Rome touches the 
earth which is to cover it! “Vhe thunder remained power- 
jefs in his hand at the fight of the conquerors of Italy. 

‘Immortal thanks be rendered to philofopny ! reafon tri- 
umphs! Superitition, credulity, and all the facerdotal jug- 
gleries givé way to true religion. Its perfuative voice be- 
gins to be heard in every heart. Soon will this powerful 
religion, the germ of which is born with us, be the enly 
prevailing one, and fuch is that which is taught and pro- 
tefled by the Theo-philanthropifts. a 
_ The true friends of God and the true friends of men; 

fimple in their do&trine, like the Apoftles of Chriitt; hum- 
ble like them; like them the enemies of pomp and gran- 
deur, the Théo-philanthropiits infpire confidence, gain 
every fufirage in their favotir, and generalize their pro- 
felytes. oe kit aa te 

Their fimple worfhip is founded on the belief of a Su- 
preme Being, on the dogma of the immortality of the - 
foul, on conjugal love, refpect due to old age, piety to- 
wards parents, and beneficence. 

.. And, this worfhip eftablithes itfelf without theological 
difputes, without violence, without effufion of blood; for 
the Theo-philanthropifts force no one to believe. The 
text, of their gofpel is the vault of heaven, and God is the 
conclufion of that fublime book which can never be fur- 
veyed without admiration. They worflhip no fculptured 

Da image, 
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image, leaving willingly to catholic priefts the care of. 


making God viGible or invifible, agreeably to their will or 


avarice, 
The tabernacle of the -'Theo-philanthropitts is the uni- 


verfe, the picture of which diiplays to the perverted looks *. 
-of the atheift the ineffable wonders of the creation, and 


fills the believer with perpetual tranfport. : 

Flowers, the firft production of the harveft, the rae 
which the earth pours from its bofom, cover their altar, 
and form its only decoration. ‘They prefent them to the 
Eternal, as the offering of the gratitude of mankind. They 
prefent before him alfo the young child, adorned with the 
graces of his age, and its innocence. They imitate him 
who juft enters the world with the elements of nature, and 
breathe into him the creating fpirit. To the terror of 
priefts, the flames of purgatory, to the pantomimes of the 
mafs, to the indecent ear of confeffors, they have fubfti-. 
tuted the rudiment of reafon. 

They inftil into the hearts of children the leffons of 
wifdom, exhort women to love their hufbands, teach men 
to love one another, and to do the fame good to others as 
they would wifh to be done to-themfelves. They reprefent | 
death. as the beginning of immortality, and preach refpect 
and gratitude to the invincible defenders of the country. 

Without receiving or withing for money, to perfuade 
men that they cannot do’a good afion-which does not 


-meet with its reward, nor commit a bad a@ion without 


punifhment ; to demonfirate this truth by the irrefitible 
argument of the daily experience of the good and evil 
which happens to us, 1s certainly the complete triumph of 
philofophy. Such is true religion. 

When the lower clafles of ‘the people, under the direc- 
tion of the faétious, profaned the temples of the prielts, it 


~ was net God whom they meant to intuit, but the knaves, 


who for fo many ages abufed their credulity. “Vhey in- 
toxicated themfelves in drinking in the cup of the rea/ox 
of Rohbefpierre, but the next day they lamented their 
madneis, 


At ‘prefent, thefe ise people de not fail attending 


the fervice of the Theo-philanthropiits, where they affem- 
Ble ‘to rebaptize and regenerate themfelves in found mora~- 


lity. Lefs'difdainful than the corrupted rich, who feeks 
and finds his god only. in his ftrong box, the poor man 
goes:to learn how to be jutt and compaftionate. 

Flourifiing peace will doubtlefs give more pomp and 
folenaty to this inititution, At that period, a perfect fym-. 


phony 
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phony will execute in all its majefty the hymn to the Fa~ 
ther of the Univerfe. The little children already repeat it 
in chorus, and the young girl fings it, uniting her voice to 
that of: her virtuous mother. - get 

Clothed in a robe of linen, the Theo-philanthropitt 
Te€turer, in the pulpit of truth, leads thefe fongs of Joy. 
Innocence of heart formed the fuccefs of the Chriftian 
religion. Reafon is the eternal bulwark of the heart of 
the beneficent religion of ferious republicans. 

Let the Theo-philanthropifts guard continually againft 
admitting any material image into their temples; let them 
conneét all their thoughts with the great conception of 
Mofes, who forbade every reprefentation of created things, 
much more that of the divinity; let them fpeak.of God 
only with words, and every man of fenfe will go and wor- 
fhip with them. | 

It is right to obferve that ancient nations were not idc- 
laters, or adorers af images and itatues. Lucian remarks, 
that the ancient Egyptians had no ftatues in their temples ; 
nor had the Greeks, according to Eufebius, till the time 
of Cecrops, who firlt erected a flatue to Minerva; and 
Plutarch affures us, that Numa forbade the Komans the 
reprefentation of God under the form of a man or an 
animal; and during feventy years, neither. flatues nor 
paintings of the Divinity were feen in their temples. 


s rare z 
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CHAP. CXLVIL.- 


M. PINCE-MAILLE, 


~ 


In the fabrication of our fmall coin, we have forgotten 


ha 
ee 


M. Pince-Maille, of happy memory , we defpife farthings,’ 
deniers, liards. pieces of two liards, The loweit piece of 


money is a fous. ‘Phe confequence-is, that + 
worthlefs obje& at prefent is worth a fous; ‘a fous for a 
match, for a forig of mint; and as a turnip is worth a 
fous, there is not perhaps coin enough to procure thofe 
kinds of commodities. What would AZ Pince-Maille fay 
to this? He would lament over the degradation of his 
Gear coin, and the impolicy of the méafure; and amidit 
our great money fpeculations, we have feen that mercan- 
tile 
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tile avidity was not fatisfied till it had ruined the cop- 
- per coin. | roo. 

The pooreft is not difpenfed from giving his alms, but 
he who has only eighteen fous can give nothing, fince he 
would give more than the twentieth of what he poffeffes. 
The beggar laments, and is no longer heard. What is a 
fous? Tam aiked. Alas! every thing is compofed of inf- 
nite-fimals. _ | | 

Where is the time, when rifing at fix in a winter’s 
morning, my arm too fhort to embrace my Greek and. 
Latin Di&ionary, I croffed the Pont Neuf, and as a fup- 
plement to my breakfaft, bought a petit paté, of two liards ; 
as a prudent {cholar, I had only ate my week’s allowance, 
compofed of two fous, on Friday morning, when the fcho- 
lar Pince-Maille advanced me both Friday and Saturday, 
for the intereft of an inch and half of fugar barley, which 
was little more than a quarter of a little ftick. . 

We muft be more than fifty years old to fee] the fubli- 
mity. of the expreffion of St. Albin, in the Pere de Famille : 
when informed by his father that he has fifteen hundred 
livres revenue, he thinks himfelf fufficiently rich to main, 
tain a wife and children. i se 

The foreftallers, who call themfelves merchants, and 
who are exclaiming that trade is ruined, would not with 
to fee German kruétzers amongft us. With the little 
coin have difappeared all the little cakes, the delight of 
infancy, and fometimes even of youth; for want of little. 
_ money, there are no longer any of thofe unexpeCted en- 
| joyments, of thofe luxurious temptations at the fight of 
fruit ftalls; children can no longer purchafe a fingle pear 
in fummer, or burn their pockets with chefnuts in winter. 

Amidft our high money fpeculations, we do not think 
of the infinite-fimals which govern the whole world; and 
the tradefmen of Paris, who are neither manufacturers, - 
ner merchants, but foreftallers, think that every thing. 
would go well, if the leaft piece was of fix fous; and 
if every plumb, which they fend for from Tours, was fold - 
by them at five fous a-picce. a 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. CXLVIIL 


EVENT OF THE PLAIN OF GRENELLE, 


 MisrorTUNES never come fingle. The burning of 
the abbey, and the terrible event of Grenelle, near Paris, 
feem to juftify this proverb. On the 14th of iructidor, at 
a quarter after feven in the morning, the powder magazine 
blew up. The explofion took place at firlt by a great 
ftroke, which was immediately followed by feveral other 
very fmart ones, which made the houfes tremble as if 
fhook by an earthquake. Every window tInitantly burft 
‘open, and men. and women, filled with terror, were atk- 
ing each other from whence the noife came. An immenfe 
coluimn of fmoke, which arofe on the weftern fide of the 
city with terrific majefty, foon gave the fignal of fome 
great and fingular misfortune. At nine, the mutilated 
corpfes of the workmen, who were victims of the explo- 
fion, were brought into the city on biers.. The flreet of 
Grenelle St. Germain was filled with women, making 
lamentable cries, and ranning te look after their hufbands, 
dead or wounded. ‘There are no colours dark enough to 
paint the ravage caufed by this explofion. Figure to your- 
felf the ground where the magazine and workihops were 
placed, buried under a mais of calcined fiones, the wrecks 
of bearas, of planks torn into a thoufand pieces, and 
heaped confufedly cn each other; in the midft of this 
frightful diforder, the carcaffles of horfes ftruck dead at the 
moment of the eruption; cart-wheels torn from their axes, 
fplit in pieces; the houfe and laboratory fill flanding in a 
moft fhattered fiate, but preferving the femblance of a 
building, as if to indicate the meafure of the dreadful force 

of the powder. os 
The magazine was furrounded with gardeners’ grounds ; 
every thing was ploughed up, overturned, difperted, con- 
founded ; nothing was feen but one fione on ancther; 
their houfes feemed abfolutely deicended under ground ;’ 
the roofs were beat in, the tiles carried away, or almoft 
reduced to powder; the furniture, the kitchen untenfils, 
diffeminated'on every fide; the trees firipped of- their 
branches and fhattered; the fruits of the l.bours of thofe 
unfortunate men, fuch as melons, pumpkins, cucumbers, 
French 
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French beans, which were about to be gathered in, were 
devaftated and loft without refource. Each one contem- 
plated with tears in his eyes this horrible calamity, without 
fpeaking, without daring to afk the number of the dead 
and wounded *, if 

The misfortune was engraven in characters of fire and 
blood on the foil. The ramparts of the Champ de Mars 
were in part overturned, or removed from their founda- 
tions. The trees planted around were whitened by tor- 
rents of daft; others, fplit from. top to bottom, were flript 
of their leaves, From under heaps of ftones were dragged 
out morfels of human flefh, men’s heads fmafhed. ‘That - 
vatt inclofure, which in the glorious days of the revolution 
offered the delightful fpe&acle of the re-union of the 
French people free, prefented nothing in this fatal day 
but the horrible image of deftru@ion and death; the field 
was covered with nothing but black planks, great beams 
and fiones, and feemed like the eruption of Vefuvius. 

It was obferved that few people, whofe appearance de-. 
noted eafy circumfiances, went to fee this difalter. Never- 
thelefs affiftance was as fpeedy as the evil has been fudden. 
To ail fuch as traverfed the Gros Paillon it wore the 
appearance of a place that had undergone a bombard- 
ment, There was not a whole glafs in a fingle window. 
The windows of the dome of the invalids, and thofe of 
the church, were fhattered; the military fchool fuffered 
alfo confiderable damage. The commotion was felt at 
Verfailles, St. Denis, Gonefle, Luzarches, and many other 
places, Coedts and caps were found on the top of Mount 
Martre. ay . 3 . 

Rich as well as poor gave their mattreffes to tranfport 
the wounded to the hofpitals of the Gros Paillon and the. 
Invalids. Fhe number of the dead was unhappily too 
contiderable. The greater part of the citizens were con- 
vinced of it by their own eyes; and we were fcandalized 
at the cowardly falfehood of certain reprefentatives of the 
people, who publifhed in the ftreets of Paris, that the 
anisfortune was not fuch as malevolence had thought fit to 
defcribe it. . 

Hiftory will tell us fome day, that thefe two cifaftrous 
events were not the work of chance. O Paris, how 
many different and fecret ftrokes have the enemies of thy 
fplendour beftowed on thee? and how is it that thou 
yet fubfitteft ? 


* They were taken off immediately, and tranfported to the neareft. 


olpitals. | 
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CHAP. CXLIX. 
PARIS A PRoNttER TOWN. 


NoTHING was wanting at Paris, in order to exhibit a 
fpecimen. of every kind of fight, but to. be a frontier 
town. This has now taken place. The call to arms is 
beaten, cannon are dragged about; the garden of the 
Tuilleries was inundated with regiments of cavalry; tents 
were erected; the feet of the horfes dug up the walks. of 
the alleys; the bark of the young trees was torn off b 
their teeth ; it became quite a camp, Eachtree had eight. 
horfemen lodged under it, .. °° - por - 
| We are accuftomed to the found of the drum, to fee 
blue coats, dragoons, and hufars, galloping in the ftreets ; 
generals paffing with double epaulets in fathes, a red feather 
ornamenting a gold laced hat.. 

The citizens mount guard, patrole the ftreets, are 
taught the military exercife by officers of the troops of the 
line commiffioned for that purpofe. In all the public 
halls you fee colours and flandards; and the fireworks . 
which are exhibited offer nothing but the noife of bombs 
and the thunder of artillery in a day of battle. A great 
quantity of gunpowder is confumed every day; they 
fwear, they fmoke, as at the army; the blue coat is the 
drefs of every one, and fome never fhave but with the 
fplinters of bombs from Litle or Valenciennes to ferve as 
bafons. aaa . | 
_ I faw a formidable army on the day that Louis Capet 
and Maria-Antoinette were brought back to the chateau of 
the Tuilleries. Antoinette pafled under the name of the 
Countefs of Korff, Louis for her valec de chambre, and 
Elizabeth for her chambermaid. The warriors of Kerxes 
were not more numerous. One would have thought it the. 
guard, not of a king who was a prifoner, but of the 
greateft monarch on earth. The proceffion never ended.. 
We may affert, that from Strafburg to Paris there were 
more than five hundred thouland people under arms. 
Three perfons were tied on the box of the carriage. Never 
did the power of the people appear more formidable, and 
the people on that day behaved fingularly well; they did 

not 
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not fuffer an infulting word to take place; and the king 
himfelf, taking a part in this extraordinary fpectacle, 
fmiled on the people, and faid with an ingenuoufneds. 
fitted to excite the {mile of pity in the wife; “ Well! 
“ here Lam!” : | com 

When he was furrounded by this great Parifian army, 
I faid to myfelf—Yes, here he is ; this being, marked with 
the feal of a peculiar fatality; at his birth he was the ob- 
ject of his grandfather’s hatred, who detefted all his race, 
becaufe his fon wanted to aflaffinate him, in order to 
mount the throne. Lewis the XVth, in return, had 
poifoned his fon, and extinguifhed in his grandchildren, by 
a barbarous method, the fources of generation. Lewis the 
XVth, the moft debauched of men, had opened, to ufe 
the expreffion, that career of humiliation into which his 
grandfon fell, for ever under the dominion of the haughty 
houfe of Auftria. . 

I faw at the fide of Lewis the XVith the modern Fre- 
degonde, from her cradle the enemy of France, finking 
under the weight of her powerful and ill-fupported fury, 
almoft dead with terror and vexation; fhe locked in her 
arms, as a facred fafeguard, the prefumptive heir of roy- 
alty, who feemed to be punifhed by a divine hand for the 
fins of his forefathers. Parricide, poifon, inceft, had 
been as familiar to this family as they were to the ancient 
houfe of Atréus and Thyefte. All thofe humbled human 
grandeurs made me think on Boffuet, when he thundered, 
in the name of God, on the heads of kings. 

Tt has fallen to the lot of few mortals to fee, what I 
have feen, and particularly under the point of view that i 
have feen it. . ra 

The reign of terror has loft me quantities of paper, in 
which I had noted my reflections. Some were burnt by 
my neighbours, for fear they fhould have been furprifed in 
their poffefion; others have never been given me back ; 
but enough remains to give pofterity a fketch of thofe new 
and great fcenes. ; 

I have already faid, that Lewis: the XVIth was devit ; 
but how durft he, if he was devé?, perjure himfelf in the 
face of heaven and earth, and deceive the people, who 
had confidence in fuch folemn oaths? It was becaufe he 
was devot ; he believed in a power fuperior to his own, in 
the power of the pope, who could abfolve him from every 
oath. This falfe and contemptible idea led him to regard 
the act of the oath as a vain formula, which could not 
bind him in any-manner. ; ‘ 

This 
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This city, fince the revolution, has becoine a garrifoned 
town; it abounds in foldiers, who go and come, pafs and 
repafs, and it is one of the great embarraflments of the 
miniftry to difcipline without too much conftraining them ; 
for a permiffion to come to Paris is- generally a recompence 
of their bravery. oo 
- The children, inftead of playing @ la chapelle, play at 
foldiers, patrole with fticks on their fhoulders, and grena- 
diers’ caps made with pagers. - 

Every one mounts guard; the moft rattling and moft 
deaf, as well as the moft wife and attentive. A centinel 
lately bawled out, to the extent of his voice, Who goes 
there ? who goes there? the pailenger, who was hoarfe, in 
vain anfwered, Jt is J, citizen; it is I. The other was 
going to fire :—Dow’: kill me, my friend; don’t kill me :—it 
as thou who art mouiiting guard jor me. The centinel ap- 
proaches, and the matter difcovers his cook; carrying, in- 
ttead of ‘his fpit, a bayonet at the end of a mutket, 


CHAP. CL. - 
OVERTHROW OF THE CATHOLIC WORSHIP. 


THe preceding year the proceffions of the holy Sacra- 
ment at the Péze Dien were celebrated with the ufual. pomp, 
andthe Hoft had been efcorted by the mandataries of the 
mation. Nothing announced fo fydden a deftru€tion. The 
people in general feemed attached to the ceremonies of 
catholicifm; but there are bodies ftruck with lightning, 
who feem {till to preferve their life and organization, but 
touch them, and they crumble into duft. — 

The people had the appearance of believing in the mafs, 
in tranfubfiantiaticn, and in the moft received dogmas of 
the catholic faith ; but the. people did net believe in them 
atall. All the farcafms of Voltaire againft the priefts, all 
the pleafantries of the author cf the Pucelle, had reached 
them. The conduét of the bifheps, who were before their 
eyes, the morals of the eccletia‘ics, the riches of the’ 
clergy, that fpecies of fatted calf which had been fought 
after for a long time tobe killed, the liberty given to 
thinking and writing, every thing had brought to a term 
a worfhip which bore a charatier of idolatry, reprobated 


by 
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by reafon, and which was fupported only by its external 
_{plendour. 

“There was: “only a fingle ftep to take to lay the revolu- 
tionary axe to the root of altars loaded with gold and fil- 
ver: had they been naked, they would have efcaped the 
deftroying hand. 

It is not their overthrow which ought to aftonith, but 
it is having feen them fall in one day, \with all the circum- 
ftances of the moft profound contempt or hatred. The 
progrefs of irreligion was extremely rapid amongft the vul- 
gar, who armed “themfelves at once with hammers and le- 
vers to break the facred images before which fix months 
back they bent the knee. They were eafily perfuaded that 
it was a ufeful thing to transform the temples into maga- 
zines, golden cups and croffes into money, the iron grates 
" into bullets, and the copper cherubim into cannon. The 
mob thought, that after the.decree of national fovereignty, 
the right of d doing every thitg, of commanding every thing, 
and of not obeying, was fully devolved to them alone. 

Amidit the celebration. of divine fervice, they heard 
with joy the noile of the fmiths’ hammers, who were un- 
faftening and levelling the baluftrades of the chapels, 

Sculptors, hired for the purpofe, were laborious in 
effacing with the chifel, on every epitaph, the titles of 
noble ‘families. They refolved that the archives of filial 
piety,. that remembrances confecrated by the regrets of 
friendfhip, fhould no longer attract the attention of feeling 
_ minds; monuments and ‘tombs were attacked; and greedy 
mafter mafons prefented themfelves in crowds to execute 
- the plan of the committees of demolition. 

Contrats were made to unnich all the faints, to diflodge 
all the virgins, to effacé coats of arms from every tomb; 
_ dangerous {caffoldings were : fufpended to go and fcratch out 
from lofty roofs- figures of popes, whom for hundreds of 
years pait {piders had hid under the black mantle of their 
hereditary webs. Angels and archangels were mutilated ; 
St. Therefa loft her. nofe, the child Jefus had no head, St. 
Paul was without arms, Chrifts had fallen flat on the 
ground, felled by fabres, the pike and lances; laughter, 
. and the fpirit of madnefs prefided over this unforefeen war 
againft whatever had hitherto been held moft facred and 
inviolable in religion and the arts. 

They did not proceed ro this deftru€tion with the fury 
of fanaticifin, but with derifion, with an irony, a faturna- 
lian kind of Bae well fitted to aftonifh the obferver.. 


The 
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The caverns, where death affembles his peaceful vic- 
tims, were vifited. A revolutionary commifary, with a 
torch in his hand, pryed curioufly among the afhes, to find 
marks of feudality on the worn-out imprefs of gold and 
filver plates. : : 

Spoufes, who were infeparable during their lives, and 
who feemed to be united after their deaths, . were {cattered 
through the vaults. Epitaphs, prefervative of the remem- 
brance of the fplendid aétions of our moft famous warri- 
ors, and of fo many illuftrious perfonages, were carried off,’ 
becaufe they were found in a temple, and thrown, with 
the wrecks of altars, into a depot, as fhapeleis ftones from 
a quarry. . ; 

Joiners, fmiths, goldfmiths, brokers, millers even 
came to bid for thofe confifcated obje&ts, preceeding from 
churches or the priefts’ wardrobes, and you might have feen 
in old clothes fhops the facerdotal garments hanging by 
the fide of pantaloons; furniture brokers expoted to fale 
crucifixes and chamber-pots, clofe-ftools and altar-pieces. 

Some days before the preliminary of this rich inventory, 
the priefts in fecular habits celebrated mafs with glafs ‘vafes 
and tin egg-cups. | 8 

The magnificent gilt palifadoes of the metropolitan, the 
beautiful wainfeotting of the cheir of the Chartreux, were 
‘broken up and fold; the rich canopy of the mafter-altar: 
of the church of the Invalids was thrown down, and trod- 
den under foot in the’ duit. : 

How many fhrines, heretofore fparkling with the fire of 
rubies, have difappeared, broken into piece-meal, and we 
may guefs by whom !—ali thofe precious {tones circulate in 
the hands of the foreign trader. | : ; 

We have feen fhining on the fingers of thofe prefidents 
of revolutionary committees, the emeralcs which decorat- 
ed the funs ufed in the mafs; fome of them had velvet . 
breeches cut owt of the pulpit cloths; and feveral, who for 
the firft time wore fhirts, had them made of the furplices 
of the choritfters. 

All the plate of the eighty-three departments, and that 
of Brabant, was inguiphed in the melting furnaces of the 
mint; atid we have effectively eaten the don Dieu and the 
filver faints in coin, for with this money wheat was pur- 
chafed. oe 

Thefe dilapidattons were foon after followed by extrava- 
» gant f€tes of which the firt example was given by Paris to 
the departments. “The ators who figured in them were 
yet intoxicated with the fumes of the brandy which they 
: ‘had 
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had drunk out of the facramiental cups, after having eat 
mackerel on the patin, aftride on afles whofe hind parts 
were covered with priefts’ robes; they guided them with 
the paftoral ftaffs, and held clafped with the fame hand, 
burettes and the holy facrament. They ftopped at the 
doors of cabarets, where they held out the facred cups, 
and the vintners, with the bottle in their hands, filled them 
three times. Sans ie ee | 

The affés were’ followed by mules, bending under the 
weight of croffés, candlefticks, incenfe pots, and vafes for 
holy water; they’ remindéd us of the equipages of the 
priefts of Cybele, whofe panniers, filled with the inftru-. 
ments of their worfhip, ferved at once for a magazine, a 
facrifty, and temple. _ | 

It was with this equipage that thofe profaners marched 
to the national convention, into which they entered, gro- 


tefquely covered with facerdotal ornaments; they haran- . 


pued, and were harangued in return, whilft thofe fean- 
dalous proceflions were welcomed with the moft noify ac- 
clamations. 

In the mean time they burnt in the courts all the faints 
and crucifixes of wood; the flames of the pile afcended to 
the fecond: ftory of the houfes, and every one opened his 
windows to throw into the fire the books which had been 
condemned by Jacobinilm. - | : 

_ At the fight of thefe new orgies the mifled multitude ran 
in crowds, proud of having {hook off the yoke of religion ; 
they raifed fhouts of laughter, threw out the moft indecent 
and clamorous invectivés, and carried to the pile the con- 
feffional boxes, from which they had now freed them'elvesy 
The proftitute pointed out to her paramour, with a wantor 
air, the picture of the chafte Sufanna half burnt; and 
that of the Holy Supper formed for a long time a fign to a 
cobler’s fhop. a7 

Chaumette, the atheift, triumphing at the fuccefs of 
thofe profanations, imagined that he had expeiled the 
Deity from the Univerfe. He pufhed to every kind of 
extravagance thé atrocious conceptions of impiety; and: 
inftituted the feafts of reafon. | 

Tt was then that the priefts of Paris and the devart- 
ments, terrified at the roavings of the fero: icus beafts of 
the commune, fent their letters of priefthooc 

vention; and became apoftates, to avoid punt 
death. & . : 

Gobet, archbifhop of Paris, went to csn’e% at the >ar, 
that he had never been any thing bu) ai. tmpofl 
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quack; and that he defpifed the wore of which he had 
been minifter. A crowd of priefts followed his example ; 
it was who fhould unprieft himfelf. 

The 20th November, 1793, witnefféd the extent of 
their irreligious frenzy; an immenfe file of men, ranged 
on two lines, and covered with facerdotal garments, ‘led 
the march; they bore on biets the various inftraments of 
divine worthip ; ; funs, candlefticks, and plates of gold and 
filver. In prefenting this rich offering, gaiety ‘took poifef- 
fion of the troop, and they demanded as a reward for their 
zeal, and a mark of their triumph, permiffion to dance at 
the fame moment the Carmagnole ; the national conven- 
tion acquiefced in the petition ; and feveral members leav- 
ing their curule chairs, took the girls, covered with the 
facerdotal garments, by the hand, and danced the Carmag 
nole with them. — 

The next day it was decided that the relics of St. Gene- 
vieve fhould. be burnt in the Place de’ Gréve, to expiate 
the crime of having been inftrumental in propagating error, 
atid boiling the pot of idle canons, A mountaineer, and 
one of the moft terrible vociferators amongit thefe ener- 
gumenes, named Fayan, moved, that. the procés verbal 
fhould be fent to all ‘the fe€tions, and to the pope. ‘This 
motion was carried; and the Carmagnole was on the point 
ef being danced again. 

But i in the midtt of thofe mafquerades, the aac were 
giving folidity to the revolutionary tribunal, ordering the 
apotheofis of Marat, {purring on the murderous zeal of 
their proconfuls, and by their famous law of the /u aie 
furnifhed means. ef fending to the fcaffold, or of plunging 
into dungeons, whoever could not obtain ‘from his revolu- 
tionary committee a certificate of civifm. ~ 


CHAP:-CLin 


FETES OF REASON. 


Tsose who have been witnefies of thofe fetes will never 
forget them. They almoft doubt the evidence of what: 
ney have both feen and heard. 

Reafon was commonly a divinity, a girl chofen among’ 
the clafs of the Saus-culottes; the tabernacle of the mafter- 


altar’ 
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altar ferved as a footitep for her throne, the cannonéefs 
with their pipes in their mouths were her acolytes. The 
cries of a thoufand confufed voices, the noife of drums, . 
the hoarfe found of trumpets, the thunder of the organ, led 
the fpectators to think that they were tranfported amongit 
the Bacchantes, on thé mountains of Thrace. 

A people fuddenly releafed froni a political and religious 
yoke are no longer a people ; they are ati enfuriated popu- 
lace, dancing before the fan€tuary, yelling the Carmag- 
nole, and the dancers (I exaggerate nothing) almoft with- 
out breeches, their neck and breaft bare, their ttockings 
about their heels, imitated-by their rapid turnings thofe 
whislwinds, the forerunners of tempefts, which ravage 
and deftroy wherever they take place. : 

The wife of the bookfeller Momore, a villainous ora- 
ter at the Cordeliers,’ the finger Maillard, the actrefs Cain- 
deille, fuch were the goddeffes of reafon, borne about in 
triumph, almoft worfhipped, and who did not diflike the 
admiration. ig ! . 

- The fronts of the chapels, collateral with the nave of 
the churches, were covered with great pieces of tapeftry, 
and not without defign. From thefe obfcure hiding-places 
proceeded burfts of laughter, which attracted the notice of 
the curious; on lifting up a corner of the tapeftry they. 
gave the paffer-by a peep of fcenes, at leaft as piCturefque 
as thofe of the temptations of St. Anthony. 
- The fame fete. in the church of St. Euftache, difplayed 
the view of a great cabaret. “The infide of the choir re- 
prefented a landfcape decorated with cottages and tufts of 
trees. Myfterious groves formed part of the perfpective, 
the afcent to which were by paths which wound amongit 
great maffes of rock. Precipices made of deal boards were 
not inacceffible; troops of girls unblufhingly followed in 
files running after the men; and the planks were continu- 
ally cracking under their haity fteps. 

Around the choir were tables loaded with bottles, faufa- 
geswhams, and other eatables. On the altars of the fide 
chapels, facrifices weré offered up at the fame time to fen~ 
fuality and gluttony; and the hideous traces of intempe- 
rance were feen on the confecrated marbles. 

The guefts flowed in at every door; whoever prefent- 
ed himfelf took part in the feaft. Children of feven or 
eight years old, boys as well as girls, put their hands into 
the difhes as figns of liberty: they drank even from the 
bottles ; and their fudden intoxication affiorded amufement 
to the degraded beings who fuffered jit. Oh! how ples 
= ; rable 
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table is the blind impetuofity of the people; who obey fo 
‘itupidly the reins of the leaders of faétions! 
_ At St. Gervais, the ceremony was performed without 
the banquet; the women of St. John’s market entered 
with their bafkets; the church fmelt of herrings. The 
venders of tifanne chinked their goblets to flake the thirft 
of the falted food. There was a ball in the chapel of the 
~Virgin; a few lamps, which threw out more fmoke than 
light, ferved for luftres; and, that not a fingle inftant . 

might be lok to modefty, they added night to the depra- 

vity, in order, amidft the confufion of thofe affemblies, to 

indulge, during the darknefs, the abominable defires kind- 

led during the day. 

“From the church of St. Gervais, they went down to the 
Place de Gréve, where a multitude of fpeCtators were warm- 
ing themfelves at the flame of the baluftrades of the cha- 
pels, and ftalls of priefts and canons. 

All Paris contemplated, without breathing a word, thefe 
proceffions of the Jacobin league. Drank with wine and 
blood, returning from the fport of the {caffolds, the priefts 
and prieftefles of Reafon followed with tottering fteps thé 
car of their impure divinity. Another car followed it; 

' which was a moving ocheftra filled with blind muficians, an. 
image too faithful of reafon at that time. 

Another ar accompanied them, bearing a trembling 

rock, on the top of which an aétor of the opera, tran{= 
formed into Hercules, feemed with his club of pafte-board — 
to be ready to crufh every thing that was not jacobin. 

The air refounded with the roatings | of thofe tigers: the 
words guillotine, national razor, putting the head out of the tittle 
window, patriotie curtailing, gentle terms vfed. by the Moun- 
taineers, ftruck every ear by turns; and the pale {pectators, 
frozen with terror at the fight of their réd caps, their me- 
nacing infctiptions carried impudently about by barbarians 
in the pay of tyrants, found neither language nor éxpreffion 
when pofted ipies forced them to prottrate tl hemfelves before 
the image of liberty. 

_ Thofe mafquerades, already. fo iticredible, were followed 

‘by thofe of the hideous Marat. In every public place, 
térnples, maufoleums, and triumphant arches, were erected 
to hin. On the Caroufel, a kind of pyramid was ereéted 
to his memory, in the infide of which was placed his buft, 
his bath, dnd his kitchen lamp. It was guarded by centi- 
nels, one of whom died one night either with cold er hor- 
ror. The number of his buits equalled the heads which he 
withed to have cut off; 
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_ The grave-diggers of the cemetary of the Innocents’ 
carried about in triumph this honoured buft, in wooden 
fhoes and breeches full of holes, but which in the found 
parts were well lined with affignats, throwing bafilifk looks 
on bi paliengers who did not humble themfelves before the 
idol. . | 

Who. would have thought that after the 9th of Ther- 
“midor this new Moloch fhould have received the honours 
of the Pantheon? But it was the day rather of his laft 
judgment than of his triumph. One ought rather to have 
been afraid of breathing the air through which this carrion 
had pafled. 


CHAP. CLIt. 


FETE TO THE SUPREME BEING. 
Those fetes of reafon had given great difpleafure te 
Robefpierse, becaufe he was not the inventor of them ; 
befides, a deep cry of indignation had been raifed againft 
this mixture of idolatry and atheifm, of which fome were 

_defirous of forming a new religion. Sigs 
_Robefpierre was jealous :. he was a miferable feven-hours- 
attorney *; what he had read he had read badly. He 
imagined he could play the part of Mahomet, and reftore 
the Supreme. Being to all his rights. He had fair game 
aftet. the Lupercalia, the infamous proceffions which 
wret€hed Charlatans had been making in Paris and its de- 
partments, to eftablith a fimple, auguft, and affe€ting cere- 
mony. But Robefpierre had no imagination, none of thofe 
brilliant qualities which flatter and feduce; he was dry, 
and became ridiculous when he wanted to enaét the Pon- 
tiff. His féte to the Supreme Being confilted in a difcourfe: 
which he did not make, and the author of which he 
afterwards put to death. He fet fire to two figures which 
xeprefented atheifm and fanaticifm, and holding a great 
bouquet in his hand, he peeped through the flowers ar 


* The name given at the court of juftice to thefe babbling lawyers, 
who, under the title of advocates, had a fort of a prating facility void 
of meaning, but inexhauftible as to utterance. Ss 

every 
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very thing that was pafling. He marched at the head of 
the national convention, which refpeétfully. left a diftance - 
between themfelves and their leader, of a {pace of fifteen 
fects. . . 7 , 
~The fete was filent, its novelty left every mind in afto-— 


_nifhment, waiting for what was to arife from this pompous 


title. 
A perfor iiuft be very dévoid of genius not to, ftrike 
out fomething great, or at leaft which had the air of it, on - 
a theatre fo vait, and in circumftances fo favourable. Ro- 
befpierre {poke to a nation which wanted a worfhip, and 


he, had nothing to fay to it. Never had any prophet, at 


f 


the opening of his miffion, fo numerous an auditory; he 
played the ftupid metaphyfician, and was of all known in- 
novators thé moft miferable in means, and the moft barren 
in refources. _ 
#levated on a {caffolding ereéted againft the palace of 
the laft king of the French, a monarch (for he was fo on 
that day), he could not make a gefture worthy of the part 


‘and of the moment in which he was placed. 


Oh! had he carried am old Bible under his arm, placed 
his hand_thereon, and faid, ‘‘ This is the book of all 


times, and of every nation; I adopt it, I join myfelf to 


** the proteftant communions, let us feparate ourfelves from 


“ Rome, let us unite ourfelves to Chrift,” the monarch 


would have become pontiff, and the interpreter of a pure, 
a rational, and reformed teligion. | . . 

I am fure that this advice, had beet given him; but 
Robefpierre, who had never travelled, was-ignorance per- 
fonified. He knew nothing of the law and rule of medi- 
ums, his obftinate pride threw him into. extremes, the 
refuge of ordinary minds. His piece was cold, and was _ 
hifled, and the parodift of the legiflator of Mecca marched 
from the fteps of his altar-throné to thofe of the fcaff6ld. 

Every place bore the infcription which he had dictated, | 
The French people acknowledge the exiftence-of a Supreme Being, 
and, the immortalhty of the foul. I fhould therefore with to 
identify myfelf to the brain which invented thote lines, I 


‘might metamorphofe myfelf in. a thoufand ways, but I, 
fhould. never divine the fenfe he wanted to give them. 
“They are at the fame time fo foolith and ridiculous, that .. 


-one is tempted to think that he had not himfelf paid any ~ 


attention to it... : aoe 
Thefe inicriptions remained a long time after his punifh- 
ment, which appears as inconceivable as the number ef 


docile hands which:ereéted them. 
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: | CHAP. CLIIL 


EMIGRANTS’ CELLARS, 


Waar a {mall ftock of wit thefe emigrants had! They 
have difembarrafled us of their perfons, and’ have left us 
their eftates, their furniture, and their cellars full of wine. 

Who has drank all thefe fine wines? You know, my 
friends, firft of all the prefidents and members of the revo~ 
lutionary committees ; but as there were céllars which con- 
tained from fifteen to twenty thoufand bottles, they could 
neither reafonably nor phyfically drink the whole. 

Thefe delicious wines had been fold as part of the do- 
mains of the republic. Who has bought them? the money 
jobbers, from whom the government itfelf bought louis 
and crowns to furnifh the fervice of the armies, which were’ 
in a deplorable ftate.. . 

Fhroats, which had hitherto fwallowed. nothing but wa- 
ter, poured down the wines of Beaune, of Nuits, of Rive- 
faltes, of Jurangon, of Paille, of Rouifllon, of Paquaret, 
of Rancio, Cape and Hungary wiries; heretofore they had 
only heard of them, now they made a moft intimate and 
. joyous acquaintance with them. - | 

‘Tt was impoflible to meet with any thing more -finely 
arranged than thofe cellars. The bottles were placed in 
fuch order, that there was nothing but the corkfcrew to 
apply to them. How they fornded in drawing! how the 
Champagne fparkled in the Iong beer glaffes! for no other 
drinking utenfils were made: ufe of, unlefs it were fome- 
times earthen mugs; for they were not very choice about 
the cryftal, whether it were more or leis clean or tranfpa- 
rent. Figure to yourfelves.commiflaries of feCtions making 

an inventory of thefe riches in prefence of Bacchus, pro- 
ceeding to the tafting, fometimes deranging the tickets, but 
always fipping for the greater exactitude and perfeCtion of 
the inventory; and fometimes beginning the trial anew,. 
left they fhould make a miftake in an inventory of fuch 
importance. The examination of courfe was prolonged, 
and the clofing never took place tiil the fots had exhautted 
all their differtations. : : 
It was therefore impoffible to deceive the public, when 
the fale of thefe wines was announced. It was not the 
: a chimney- 
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chimney-fweeper who bid, nor the pedlar, nor the porter, 
nor even the wine cooper; but the univerfal broker, the 
irafficker in-copper coin, the agents for the fale of national 
domains; the Floras alfo of the four feafons, and the 
feathered goddefles of the caverns of the Palais Royal. 

Heretofore the rich only had the privilege of drinking 
thefe rare wines; they were now fcattered abroad, made 
their entry into every houfe, and became for fome time as 
current money as bales of ftuffs and books. 

There were throats who could never have known what 
foreign wine was, ‘but which, thanks to the revolution, 
were moiftened with its favour, while he who had taken the 
trouble to amafs and ftore up thofe precious bottles, was 
making grimaces in the depths of Germany, and drinking 
four {mall beer, which he was probably but too happy to 
meet with. a 

In all our commotions the cellars have not been forgot- 
ten’; the conquerors have a right to drink a toait to vitory. 
I recolle& that after the 1eth of Auguft,. we walked for 
more than fifteen days over the wrecks of numberle{s bot- 
tles, and that the fragments were fo itrewed about in the 
Tuilleries, that any one would have fuppofed that they 
were going to make a road with pounded glafs. 


CHAP. CLIV. 


FORCED LOAN. ~ 


WE are furprifed at fir how it came to pafs that two 
words fo oppelite and repulfive have been aflociated toge- 
ther, but a little obfervation accufitomed us to this incon- 
fiftency. The loan bore onty on the eafy clafs of thofe 
who paid taxes; and the greater part of the inhabitants of 
this capital remembered that at the beginning of the revo- 
lution they had made the generous offer of part of their 
plate, of their jewels, and fhoe-buckles,. They had hoped 
that thefe gifts, joined to other facrifices, would concur in 
raifing the fhaken credit, and fecurine the foundations of 
the ftate, tottering towards its fall; but they were taught 
by new fhocks that thefe funds had been infufficient, : 

| The 
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The abundance of paper money rendered this loan illu- 
fory, and the mantua-maker who had offered her filver 
thimble, gave more in fat than the millionaire, who got 
rid of demands with mafies of affignats. I faw an affignat 

of an hundred livres on the ground, and a porter of the 
Temple faid in my prefence, it ts nat worth the trouble of 


* flooping for. 


. CHAP. CLV. 
VIVE LA’ MONTAGNE. 


‘WuoeEver has not feen or heard thofe popular fecti. 
ons filing through the national convention, and yelling in 
their accuftomed manner, can form no image of what 

thofe people were who bawled Vive Ja Adontagne! ‘Vhey 
were not led, they were let loofe to riot in every thing 
that licentioufnefs could imagine of what was moft abfurd 
and moft violent. The fpeeches of their orators, the an- 
fwers of the prefidents, the patriotic hymns, the fongs of 
liberty, the fhrill cries, the clamours, the clank of arms, 
the brandifhing of pikes, the fiags with infcriptions, two, 
thoufand women in the upper galleries ftretching out or 
twifting their arms, and joining their Megzra fcreams to 
all thofe other difcordant founds; fuch was the harmony 
which furrounded and accompanied Chaumette, when he 
came to the bar. Thofe only who heard this Chaumette, 
procureur-fyndic of the commune, when he entered into 
converfation with the convention about the poor, the un- 
fortunate, the maimed, and the aged, and about every 
thing he had done for the fplendour of the republic, for 
the crufh of the throne, for the ruin ‘of federalifm, could 
form a juft idea of the infolence of a demagogue, and of 
the flrange and uncouth things with which this part infpir- 


ed him. 
Thefé burlefque buffooneries would have provoked the 
inextinguifhable. laugh of the gods. of Homer, if fangui- 
nary ferecity had not alfo accompanied it with menacing. 
words. Amar; who never opened is mouth but to. re- 
quire the murder of his colleagues, and who feemed to have 
entered into the convention only to become its executioner, 
complimented and congratulated Chaumette, and ue 
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whole multitude joined their vociferations and menaces 
with that atrocious infernal energy which announced the 
depopulation of France, and the murder of the French. 
At this cry of Vive la Montagne, it feemed as if all the tigers 
were rufhing unchained from their dens to devour without 
hunger. . 

A witnefs and vi&im of thefe fcenes of madnefs and 
violence, I repeat, that he who has not been prefent at 
them cannot know the hiftory of thofe deplorable days, and 
ftill lefs give an account of them to pofterity.. He who 
has not been on the {pot cannot form an idea of what an 
extravagant and barbarous character a populace fet on by 
villains can exhibit. Mufic of Tartarus!. opera of hell! 
fongs of demons! exulting cries of beings ftruck with thun- 
der by the divinity, and become the enemy of man! accents 
of wickednefs and deeply-tinged guilt! Yes!.1 have heard 
ye on earth, all thofe infernal cries are contained in Vive 
la Montagne! When the Verres of Nantes wrote to the 
convention, giving it advice of a noyade of fifty-eight 
priefts, and added gaily, Wat a revolutionary torrent is the 
Loire!. the aflembly covered by immortal applaufes the 
horrible report of Carrier. | : : 


CHAP.. CLVI. 


ARISTOCRATICAL SPITE. 


Aw old countefs, fpeaking in a circle of nobles one day, 
faid, “ You very well deferve, gentlemen, the treatment 
“ you meet with; I foretold you that the nobility was loft, 
“. when I faw you leaving women like us, and paying your 
** court to girls of the tiers etat.” The fame perfon faid, 
“« T know very well from hiftory that a crown is fometimes 
“ taken away from a king, but this is the firlt time the 
** diadem. has been {windled from a monarch’s head.” 
The expreffion at leaft was {mart. 

One might make a pretty curious collection of all the 
fayings produced by ariftocratical malice ; many that were 
the cifedt of fury or paffion are lefs ingenious on that ac- 
count. It is not to be imagined the ridiculous things which 
they attributed to the minifter Neckar, who, placea in a 
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line with the amiable Calonne, the defpoiler feermed a 
bear coming down from the Alps, not obferving that none 
of the monied men, nor any of the creditors of- the 
kingdom, could be deeply in love with the charming Ca-- 
lonne. . 

The union of the orders was celebrated by three days 
of illumination. They had the pretenfion at that time 
of meafuring out to -us a dofe of partial liberty. 

The women loft all their influence after the great ex- 
-plofion; vainly did they imagine that the French would 
return to their former frivolous taftes; the empire of pub- 
lic opinion, and of its increafing force, is incalculable. 
. The Parifians were difpofed for the eftablifhment of every 
political theory, and every fyftem of legiflation; it was 
neceflary, therefore, to keep up with this difpofition. 

At one time, when an affectionate and happy union 
between the withes of the king and thofe of the nation 
was about to take place, the puerile and deteftable pride 
of the women gained an afcendancy over the intereft of 
the public. T have heard a long difcuffion to prove that 
the parliament ought to compel the monarch to take for 
his model the affembly of the ftates at Paris in 1614, whikt 
the national wifh and the increafed information of the 
age were in invincible oppofition to that form. - 


CHAP. CLVII. 
WORTHY PEOPLE, 


How every thing changes, even to words! Hf a cow- 
ardly or idle man wifhed to be exempted from mounting 
“guard, he made himfelf a domeftic; and though he re-_ 
ceive wages, his mafter calls him his confidential man. The 
fpies fo juftly abhorred, and unhappily fo neceflary, are 
no longer fpies, but agents of the police. The players are 
becomie artifis; the attornies, men of the law; phyficians, 
ofjscer's of health, The man, who talks nonfenfe for an 
hour with a loud yoice, becomes an orator; and his wife, 
his daughter, his fervant-girl, and his neighbours, have 
no doubt but that he is one of the moft eloquent men in 
France. We have no longer any executioners, they are 
all executors of criminal judgments.. In thort, men noted ie 
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the infamy and corruption of their morals, or the impu- ., 
dence of their incivifm, are worthy people; they are worthy 
— people, obferved a virtuous citizen, what arewe? 

So much abufe has been made of the term Aonnétes. gens, 
that the moft daring royalifts and violent confpirators have 
difeuifed themfelves under it, have aflumed it, and refufed 
4t to every other perfon, | 


CHAP. CLVIIT. 


ROYALIST RE-ACTIQN. 


Tue three quarters and half of the Parifians have no 
idea of the horrible royalift re-ation which took place 
‘after the overthrow of the {caffolds, and which deftroyed 
more than had been facrificed on thofe fcaffolds. Patriots 
. who were.moft exempt from weaknefs and crimes of every 

kind were incarcerated by thoufands. 

The Parifian, in his idle babble and filly reafoning, 

imagining that a revolution is made or ftopt at pleafure, is 
far from believing that the fouth of France has been 
drenched with blood. He is always turning back to the 
affembly of the notables, and the deficit that might have 
been made up. He neither knows, nor has followed the 
chain of events, and has never fet his foot on thofe un- 
happy regions, covered with ruins, bones, and afhes. He 
has not feen the land of the Vendée f{trewn with corpfes ; 
thefe vaft cemeteries, thofe horrible catacombs, are the 
work of this-royal and catholic army, the exiftence ‘of which 
he alfo calls ‘in doubt. tg 

‘Caitif! who cant only drive thy venal. pen over 
ftamped paper; or-thou, indefatigable babbler, haunter .of 

coffee-houies, or lounger in the fhops of ariftocratical 
pamphlet-feliers, go to the plains of Chalons, into the 
defolate fireets of Lifle, walk over the ruins of Valenci- 
ennes, of Quefnoy, Thionville and Condé, or the burnt 
and ravaged countries of the fouth and tha coafts of Brett; 
the echoes, refounding their lamentable ‘murmurs, will 
thunder in thy ears. ‘ [t is in the name of the catholic 
religion and the king that thefe fields, lately decked with. 
corn and flowers, are covered with fkulls of meh, and thofe 
bloody veftiges ; look at thefe countlefs tombs, where lie 
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in heaps thoufands of thy bretkren ; ‘hear, hear the fepul- 
chral voice mingled with the croaking of the ravens; their 
voice Cries to thee, that the royalitts with to facrifice 
the laft of the republicans! But the ignorant wretch has 
not even thrown his eyes over the map in which thofe fatal 
fpots are imprinted; he is affected by no calamities but 
fuch as touch him nearly, and which have not even reach- 
ed him. Habitually mutinous, a rebel in his language, 
hiding himfelf in his office or fhop, at the leaft tap of the 
drum he is ready for any fervitude without enquiring its, 
name. He bellows with tendernefs for a drivelling king, 
and rejeéts a republican conftitution, not becaufe he does 
not love it, but becaufe he has nat capacity enough to 
comprehend it. Oh! Ist him go to Algiers, and learn 
obedience, fince: he does not with to be free at home ! 
Rovere one day afked the workmen employed in digging 
the garden at the Tuilleries, what they were making ther: *, 
«< An ice-houfe*,” anfwered one of them. This workma: 
was better informed than all the tribe of Paris, | 


: CHAP. CLIX. 
Louis D’OR. 


Tue louis d’or has been worth 18,00 livres in affignats. 
We came at length to talk only of millions and milliards. 
It is impoffible to calculate what influence thofe fatal de- 
nominations had on the dearnefs of provifions, which aug- 
mented progreffively with the increafe of the affignat. 
It was the departments who firft refufed to accept this 
unfortunate paper as currency, admitting only coin in their 
commercial tranfa€tions. ° . 

Every one recolleéts the deplorable effects which re- 
fulted from money-jobbing,. The paper fell with the ve- 
locity of a burfted balloon; and to do honour to its me- 
mory, an engraving was made, reprefenting the various 
kinds of paper which had been made ufe of during the 
revolution. The one had no reproach to make to the 
other. — | 


* Alluding to the ice-houfe of Avignon, where Rovere headed the 
ruffians who committed the maffacres. or 
This 
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This allegory on the paper-money reminded us of that 
made 1720 by the celebrated Picard, on Lewis’s bank. 

This engraver had reprefented Folly, in whalebone 
petticoats, driving a carriage loaded with fhares to the 
f ofpitals of the madmen, the beggars, and the fick. A 
fwoln-cheeked Fame, founding a trumpet, flew before to 
announce its arrival. Feértune ftanding on the carriage, 
under the figure of a woman, was diftributing by handfulls 
fhares in the South-fea and the Miffifippi. “The Miffifiip- 
pi with a wooden leg, and the South-fea with a large 
plaifter, drew the carriage; and the fubfcribers to this 
new fyitem were pufhing at the wheel, and driving it over 
the real merchants, known by their ledgers under their 
arms. A devil in a cloud was blowing foap-bubbles of 
various fizes, emblems of the, bank bills, Serpents with 
_fools-caps were flying about, amidft the figures of Defpair, 
Care, and Remorfe. A head with two faces; one laugh- 
ing and the other crying, gave the key of this fingular 
picture. _ 
~ We want a new Picard to immortalize the affignat. 
But there is nothing to laugh at, for every one loft. No 
one expected fo fudden and total a fall. — 

Since that epocha, how many obfcure and unknown 
chambers have become .pawnbrokers’ fhops, fecret depots 
of every kind, which want, indigence, and narrow cir- 
cumftances have heaped together! Hence it happens, 
that you find in almoft every one’s houfe fuch fngular 
affortments of furniture; mahogany writing-defks, and 
velvet chairs, with hofpital carpets; a clumfy bread coffer 
by the fide of an elegant harpfichord ; and gilded’ fire-irons, 
in an cid plaifter chimney without a back, ~ 

Ifa taylor or fhoemaker invite you to take a glats, it 
is marafquin, or liqueur of the ifles. One would imagine 
that fome fantaftic fpirit had amufed himfeli during the 
night in mingling the furniture of the rich and poor to- 
gether; and had taken the beit wines out of the cellars, 
and ftowed them in the garret. The mixture for four years 
paft has been fo extraordinary, that it mocks the pencil ; 
and the obfervations |-now make are only to engage th 
attention ef fuch as wifh to examine it after me. ; 

An owner of a fallad-ftall at this moment lives in one 
of thofe Englith gardens, planted with weeping-willows ; 
its ivy walks and melanchcly yews feem to throw a mournful 
crape over the flowers, and place, as it were, nature under 
2 funeral canopy. My fallad-vender, however, has erected 
in the middle of the garden a great copper buft of Lewis 
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the XTVth, which he bought by the pound, and is looking 
for its fellow. | 

All the figures copied from the antique are to be found 
in the corners of howfes ; and a wafher-woman came to 
offer me a Niobe and a Charlemagne, whofe names were — 
abfolutely unknown to her. — : 

Such ‘are the fports of fortune, varied and humerous, 
forming the after-peice ; the farce after the dreadful trage-- 
dy, of which we have all been witnefles, 


CHAP. CLX. 
COUNTRY FARMERS, 


_Ar the time of the league, when Paris was befieged, 
the inhabitants trucked over the walls a girl for a firloin of 
beef. In the month of Frimaire 1795, for a quartern loaf, 
or a fowl, more than one commiflary of a feCtion obtained 
from gratitude the favours of more than one pretty woman, 
who did not like to die of hunger. Every man fold his 
choiceft pieces of furniture, in order to buy flour, lentils, 
beans, and butter. Keds and wardrobes were turned into 
oat-cakes ; farmers’ barns were transformed into upholfter- 
ers’ warehoufes. Thefe farmers were hard and inexorable, 
and while they laughed at the mifery of the Parifians, 
plundered them with all the cruel exaction of the 
moft griping avarice. The revolution, which ‘has given 
them fo great a dofe of liberty, and encumbered them 
with riches, is neither underftood-nor felt by them; and 
the enjoyment of its benefits is received without gratitude. 
Their wives have purchafed coftly clothes, eat on filver 
plate, complain of the vapours, and tell their hufbands, 
‘“< T cannot get up to day, fay I am indifpofed.” Damatk 
and mahogany furniture has taken up its abode with 
ploughs, horfes, dung, and inftruments of hufbandry. 
Wooden fhoes no longer clatter down the ftaircafe; it is. 
‘now covered with carpets. ae 

With the flour-peck in his hand, the farmer takes every 
thing that is offered him, fweeping away rings, gold croffes, 
filver thimbles, and all the jewel ornaments of the inha-— 
bitants of the fauxbourgs. He went and placed himfelf in 


the fide box at the theatres; and there, with a broad grin, 
: he 
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he was calculating how he could ftore’ into his barn the 


contents of the playhoufe. | 

While he was eating his fill, the lower clafs of people, 
fo numerous in this city, were crowding together at fix 
in the morning at the doors of bakers ‘and butchers, pref 
fing and fqueezing; fear of returning with empty hands 
faddened the countenance of many a mother of an inte- 
refiing family, who feemed, from the {pot where fhe was 
almoft crufhed, to hear thé moans of her children. Pale- 
nefs, miftruft of the future, and forrow, were painted on 
every vifage ; you meetin the morning with nothing but 
perfons of both fexes forrowfully walking homewards with 
their allowance of bread in their hands, which they were 
eating beforehand. Hunger had hollowed the cheeks of 
many a young female, whofe features ought to have ripen- 
ed with love, and for love. 

A pound of ham was worth two hundred livres. The 
tin fountains of coffee for the lower clafs of people, and 
of which the fifh-women, and men and women carriers of 
tite Halle, took every morning a cup, had difappeared’; 
fugar and coffee had no connection ; it was all flored away 
in cellars, lofts, andin houfes to let. 

Want of the moft common neceflaries of life was fup- 
ported by this great people with admirable patience ; they 

ever rioted ; the magazines, in which the committee of 
public fafety had ftored up every neceflary commodity, 
even Cloth, were never broken open. 

The fhops were fhut at the clofe of day, and not opened 
till late the next morning; it was who fhould not fell; 
people were afraid of each other in every bargain they 
made. He who calculated beforehand on the difcredit of 
the affignats, found the fecret of enriching himfelfi’ The 
dearnefs of wine. had rendered the Parifian charaéter 
phlegmatic and cold; he loft his flightinefs by degrees. 

. The Fauxbourg Marceau, which from time immemoriak 
has been the haunt of workmen of every clais, the rag- 
man, the well-cleaner, the fiver-porters, the dog-fhearers, 
the falop-vender, the itinerant mufician, the beggar, was 
one filent wafte ; neverthelefs, the people remained quiet. 
A few batkets of potatoes, diftributed from door to door, 


with an allowance of bread, kept them from flarving. 


_It is difficult to explain at prefent what reftrained the 
vengeance of the people, and even filenced their murmurs. 
Hittory will therefore meet with facts, of which it will 
net be able to affign the caufe; fince contemporaries and 
witnefles af thefe fingular events are not able to render 
a faithful ‘account of them. “2 | 
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CHAP. CLXI. 
POINT OF VIEW. 


I sm inexhauftible, you will fay, when I talle of nity 
dear cockneys: but a thoufand pens, a thoufand volumes, 
would not be: fufficient to paint them ;' they are fo curious, 
changeable, and inconceis vable, 

t ae charaéter is a labyrinth, in which the obferver is 
° 

The moft rapid pencil can ‘but imperfectly follow the 
moveable and fugitive fhades of their phyfiognomy. 

Is it a reality, or a chimera? Let us take a point of- 
view. 

_ T love the Parifian,” fays the émperor meee “ be- 
caufé he is grave and ferious. like myfelf” _ 

The Parifian is changed fince that epocha. It is true, 
that the fame emperor boatts alfo of the goodnefs of 
the wine growing in the territory of Lutetia; and we 
muft own, that if we judge of the eulogy of one by the - 
other, we fhould be tempted to take the whole for i irony. 

But every thing changes here below; and the fame foil 
which formerly produced heroes, ow produce caftrati. 
The Romans of the eighteenth century no more refemble 
the contemporaries of ‘Scipio, than the modern Parifians 
refemble thofe defcribed by the emperor Julian. The 
portrait which he makes of the inhabitants of Antioch 
would fuit them much better. 

Thofe men, heretofore fo ferious, are nothing more 
nor lefs than light puppets in the hands of a few moun- 
tebanks. . 
Lately, they were patient under the yoke, and lightened 
their chains by fongs; they had every quality to make 
good and docile fubjects. Now they are mutinous, and al- 

ways ready for a change of government. 

. Though you have been talking to them of liberty for fix 
years paft, they are nearly as well informed in the point, 
as thofe Indians are learned in aftronomy, who believe 
that the night is produced by a mountain, which places 
itfelf between: the fun and the earth. If you fpeak: to 
them of the fovereignty of the people, they think them- 
delves matters of the world. 

There 
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There Is not a barber, nor an attorney’s clerk, who. 
having had the honour of being prefident of his feétion, 
does not think himfelf the rival of George the I[Id; and 
of Turenne alfo, if he has commanded a poft at the bar- 
riers. Their views do not extend further than the circuit 
of their walls. They think that the univerfe goes no 
farther than the brinks of the Seine; or at leaft, that thofe 
who dwell on its happy banks are a privileged caft, from 
whom France ought to receive its laws. 

Robinfon Crufoe thought himfelf a great monarch in 
his ifland ; but Robinfon found wherewithal to maintain. 
himfelf: his labour furnifhed him abundantly. | 

If thefe madmen were only ridiculous, one might laugh. 
at them; but the confequences of their extravagance are 
dreadful, and we muft put a ftop: to them. 9 

Their feCtionary theatres refemble. that of Shakefpeare, 
in which burlefque and tragic feenes are huddled together. 

-That vanity fhould turn the heads of a few individuals, 
is a very common accident, which it is impoffible to re- 
medy ;, but.that three or four {core of ambitious fcoundrels 
fhould take: it into their heads to play the madman, and 
draw the whole body of the people into this vortex of 
their delirium, is a misfortune which we fhouid take the 
trouble to prevent. | . 

We.ought to enlighten the people with refpect to the 
projects of their movers; and to be, continually repeating 
to them, that the fovereignty belongs to the nation, and 
not to the fections of Paris. 

The London coal-porter, the Swifs peafant, the Ame- 
rican hunter, are better acquainted with their rights, and 
know better how to reafon about them, than certain aca- 
demcians who are now: making fpeeches in the fe¢tions. 

It is neverthelefs afferted, that the foveréigns of Paris 
-are a good fort of people, and that they would willingly 
abdicaté their fovereignty in favour of a Bourbon or a 
Brunfwick, in exchange for fome modeft titles, -fuch as 
fecretaries of the king, king’s advocates, fherifis of Paris, 
lieutenants of the police, ports, penfions, &c. I believe 
it. . 4 

Unhappy people! open then your eyes on the projects 
of thefe tribes. of jugglers, anarchifis, Babouvifls, who are- 
lengthening out war'and famine at the expence of your 
credulity. Liften to the voice of your legiflators, who are 
anxious to reftore peace and plenty, and a free govérnment 
with liberty, which you may cherifh; but of which you 
have made fo bad a ule. ee wy Sh 
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CHAP. CLXIL 
FOUQUIER TINVILLE. 


In order that Robefpierte might give a free courfe (é 
his crimes, it was not enough for him to be powerful, 
_ fupported even by a daring municipality ; he ftood in need 
of fome atrocious and obfequious characters, one of. thole 
men who pique themfelves on beirig a valet of tyranny, 
and to whom crimes coft nothing. The pale-vifaged dic- 
tator met with Fouquier Tinville, an old procureur at the 
Chatelet, and attached himfelf to him; never was there, 
formed a more congenial aflociation between heroes of 
wickednefs. = 7 

Had a wife forefight buried in eternal oblivion the hif-- 
tory of the revolutions of empires, the hypocrite Robef- 
pierre would not perhaps, like Czfar, have afpired to-the 
diftatorfhip; and the horrible Fouquier Tinville, taking 
the confidant of Nero for his model, would not have car- 
ried the fcience of accufation to fo high a pitch of per= 
fe&tion. | | 

Never did there exift a man of a mind more deeply 
cunning, more dexterous in framing crimes, and falfifying 
faéts. Each of his words was a fnare, which the perfon 
accufed could neither fee nor avoid; his tongue and his 
thoughts were enchained. In vain did the wife in tears 
conjure him, on her knees, to hear to the end the juttifi- 
cation of her hufband; the tiger, deaf to the voice of 
grief, pronounced with fternnefs the condemnation of the 
innocent. . . 

Juftice, though flow in punifhing, feized at length on 
this iniquitous accufer, who difplayed, throughout his ex~- 
aminations, an unfhaken prefence of mind. Seated on 
the foremoft bench at the tribunal, where he had con- 
demned fo many innocent people, two great cartons 
ferved him for a writing defk. He wrote without ceafing, 
and his pen feerned to runas faft as his thoughts; and 
while he wrote, not a fingle word, either of the prefident 
or of .a fellow-prifoner, of a witnefs, a judge, or the pub- 
lic accufer, efcaped him. His attention in the courfe. of 
this long affair did not feem td relax a minute; he was 
like. the Argus of the fable, all eyes and ears. It is true 
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that he aff ies to flumber during the fumming-up of the 
public accufer ; but this inattention was only diflembled, 
in order to deci the fpe€tators. He affefted a tran- 
-quillity of countenance, though hell was already in his 
heart. 

His. fixed look made the audience turn away their eyes 
in fpite of themfelves; when he fpoke, he knit his eye- 
brows ; his voice was ioud, rude, and menacing, changing 
continually from fharp to grave, and from grave to faul- 
‘tering. It was impoffible to put more affarance than he 
did in his denials, more addrefs in perverting anid infulat- 
ing fa&ts, and efpecially in pleading alibis. When a judge 
‘handed to hima fentence figned in blank with his own 
hand, he denied his fignature with a firm voice, and ‘did 
not tremble before an accufing witnefs. When the proof 
was peremptory, he made the court refound with his horri- 
ble inve&tives. Impofture, impuderice, obftinacy, anger, 
were the only arms which he could oppofe to the power of 
truth ; every criminal paffion feemed ftarting from his con- 
{cience, and laid him open as it were to thre eyes of the 
fpe&ators, 

This monfter in human fhape hada round head, black 
‘and ftrait hair, a narrow and pale forehead, hazel eyes 
round and fmall, a full face marked with the fmal!-pox, a 
look fometimes fixed, fometimes oblique, a middle: fhize, 
and a ftrong leg. 

Under the fanguinary reign of this fecond diftator, we 
could no longer call our country our mother ; it was only 
the tomb of her children. Not a being, except he who 
had trodden under foot every fentiment that could indulge 
afimile. While families pafed days and nights in weep- 
ing, fighing, trembling, expefting the fatellites which this 
tyrant fent for prey into every opulent haute. 

Thofe who happily elcaped | his tyrannical power, faw 
him in the cart which drew him to punithment. The vatt 
fteps of the courts s of } juftice were covered with an im- 
menfe crowd of “ped bate aes. who, on the firlt appearance 
of this great criminal, po sige forth an eros cry, of 
indignation. ‘Their acewSng voices were 2 many darts, 
which firuck at on ce on his bare he: His front, 
impenetrable as marbie, bid defiance to eve: + fies KG he was 
even obferved to fmile, and throw cnt menacing words. 
But at the foot of the fcaffold when he fele the pangs of 
death, he appeared at that terribie moment to feel the 
weight and enormity of his guilt, T y inexorable terror- 
it trembled i in his turn under the pitile& axe; and his life 
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was extinguifhed in dhe blood of the bafket, where lay al- 
ready the heads of Benoitde Foucault, of Duponnier, and 
Dix Aoit, the minifters of his barbarities. 


CHAP. CLXIIL 
| SALTPETRE. 


Tue coalefced powers were anxious for the ruin, the 
divifion, or difmemberment of France. We had arms, 
iron, and courage; but powder for the fervice of the ar- 
mies was wanting ; and we had not even the firft materials. 
But how many refources a populous city offers, the foil of 
which~has contained for fo many ages the wrecks of all. 
the terreftrial and putrefying elements. In a moment 
each man defcends into his cellar, and digs up the earth; 
in every kitchen the pavement is taken up, and the afhes 
carried off from the hearths. Every heap of rubbifh is 
examined, in order to extraét the earths impregnated with 
faltpetre ; every wall was, as it were, licked, and what- 
ever bore the tafte of falt was carried off for revolutionary: 
fabrication: it was quick; it was univerfal; the operation 
was performed in every houfe; it was done with zeal ; 
every {pot of imprecnated foil was turned up, and thou- 
fands of fhovels brought and expofed the humid foil to 
the raysof the fun. 

This operation, which could not have been thought of, 
or at leaft executed, but in revolutionary times, hindered 
France from falling into the power of the coalition. 

Who could have imagined that the cellars of Paris con- 
tained in their bofom the means of repelling the league 
-of kings? : | ; 

_ Every citizen laboured with indefatigable zeal, becaufe 
he felt the neceffity of the meafure : no perfon complained 
of being harrafled, becaufe when fafety can be purchafed 
only by a beld operation, it is always felt and adopted. 
Infcriptions were written over the doors of feveral houfes, 
which lafted for more than a year, which were conceived 
in thefe terms: “To haften the death of tyrants, the 
“ citizens living in this houfe have furnifhed their con-. 
* tingent of faltpetre.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXIV. 


THE PEOPLE MORE DAINTY THAN HERETOFORE. 


THE moment a common workman was able.to gain, 
in the time of paper money, two hundred crowns a day, 
he accuftomed himfelf to dine at the reftaurateurs, putting 
afide his cabbage and bacon for fowl and crefles; throw- 
ing by his tin can, though of tolerable fize, for the fealed 
bettle at forty fous. The difh of coffee and the gla{s of 
liqueur were neceflary appendages to his good cheer, which 
made him infolent, lazy, libertine, greedy, and guttling. 

The more elevated claffes of fociety have confequently 
far furpaffed the lower orders in gluttony, the votaries of 
which vice have been multiplied by the fale of the emi- 
grant wines. In the time of the affignat, the loweft clerk 
favoured Hermitage wine ; and the barber’s boy is not the 
only one amongit his equals, who can beait of having 
tafted delicious Madeira. : 

The cooks of princes, of counfellors to the parliament, | 
cof cardinals,.of canons, and of farmers general, did not 
yemain a long time out of employ after the emigration of 
the imitators of Apicius. “They became reftaurateurs, and 
advertifed that they were going to prefer and practice, for 
whoever would pay, for the fcience of the gullet, as Mon- 
taigne fays. 

Money-jobbing, which blew up, though a little too late, 
the fecret of the fabrication of paper-currency, in order 
to force the re-appearance of the coin, that it might be 
bought up with paper of no value, gave birth to that 
fwarm of glow-worms, or newly rich, whofe gluttony ex- | 
ceeds even that of the Chanoines, 

Thofe men of fraw and hay, of vats and meal, are the. 
perfons who have brought the petits foupés again into vogue; 
and the cooks. have alfo redoubled their refinement, to 
give to their profeffion all its importance and allits dig- 
nity. ‘ 

It was a title of nobility amidft the famine to have a 
table covered with the moft exquifite food, with the firit 
of each feafon, and diflaying bread white as fnow, while 
the populace were prefling at midnight to get, at the peril 
of their lives, an ounce of oaten bread, 
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At prefent, even when the republic is feated on the ba‘is 
of equality, it is ftill by means of {plendid dinners that 
_ Intrigue rifes to the higheft polts. . 


CHAP. CLXY. 
CONTRACTORS FOR THE SERVICE OF THE ARMIES, 


You find among them old hackney attornies, jews, 
lackeys, and other people of this complexion, who, hav-_ 
ing feen at a diftance the difcredit of the paper money, 
received it from all hands in the vigour of its youth; with 
this paper money they monopolized every commodity ; 
afterwards jobbed paper for louis, and louis for paper ; 
and having by thefe tricks made confiderable capitals, they 
prefented themfelves to the minifters, and made propofi- 
tions for the fervice of the different armies of the republic. 
They had no difficulty in getting contraGs* ; after giving 
an intereft in them to certain deputies, certain heads of 
offices with gilded tongues; through fuch intermediaries 
they obtained iarge advances to enable them to pay thofe 
with whom they dealt; but they had the addrefs to keep 
the funds, which were then almoit always made in coin, and 
bought up bills in the market at a low price, making 
immenfe profits with the money of the public treafury, 
while they paid their manufa€turers, merchants, and tradef- 
men with mandats. This money, before it entered again 
into circulation, ferved them alfo to buy up the mandats, 
and fell them again when the price was high; they then 
boafted that they had furnithed the fervice without re- 
ceiving a fous from government, as if they could .prevent 
it from being underftood, that they had dexteroufly made 


* When they had made their extravagant contracts, they exacted 
large fums in advance, which they obtained, and found a part of the 
magazines, of which there had not been time to finifh the inventories, 
ftored with objeéts of confumption when they entered upon their func- 
tions. Thefe they difributed, without untying their purfe-ftrings, to 
the various fervices that wanted them; and from whom they received 
bons, which they paid inas money; and by this fubtle manoeuvre 
made immenfe gain, to the lofs of the public. At prefent, thefe purfe- 
proud contrafters complain of meeting with delays in their payments ; 
and threaten the government with difcontinuing their contracts, and 
commitiing the fafety of the armies. i h 
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the fupplies with the laft louis torn from the economy of 
ithe indigent, by the fcience of money jobbing. 

All the money. of the public treafure is ingu!phed in 
the coffers of thefe greedy contractors, who are continu- 
ally befieging its gates, continually complaining, and de- 
manding, and who fometimes make off.with the deniers 
of the ftate, without being ever more heard of. . 

The tradefmen and manufacturers, who have’ furnifhed 
the contraétor with their refpective articles, being badly 
paid, or not paid at all, have always fent in damaged 
goods, or of inferior quality. The foldier has been many 
a day without eating bread, or tafting food; prefenting the 
affiGting fpeétacle of the moft hideous nudity.” Shoes have 
been delivered to him, the foles of which were made of 
parchment and pafteboard. The fick died in the hofpitals 
for want of medicines; or if by force of conftitution a 
few farmounted the violence of the difeafe, fcarcely have 
they found, on rejoining the corps, a morfel of bread, 
witich they could devour in aimoft choking themtelves 
without appeafing their hunger: The horfes had bundles 
of reeds inftead of hay ; and they were even obliged, in 
the conftant want of forage, to fweep away the fhow 
which covered the grafs of the meadows, to let them pick 
a few fpires, incapable of prolonging their exittence ; and 
the horfes, perifhing by thoufands, flrewed the way with 
their carcafes*. . : 

‘And the authors of fo many evils are thofe, who in 
public promenades, and on’ days of national feftivals, are 
mounted fo proudly on dreft horfes, fed to the prejudice 
of horfes for the field. Thefe men ate the devourers of 
the fubfiftence of the people, dining with as much fplendor 
and fenfuality as princes at dreft balls, and who would, 
if they. durft, have pages to precede their brilliant car- 
riages. Thefe ave the fhamelefs rafcals, who in the lifts 
of expences which'they produce to the government, infert 
with impudence the fame article twice, which fraud ef-. 
capes the eye of the comptroller only becaufe they are 
continually on his fhoulders, with their watch in their 
hand, fixing the time of his labour, in order not to mifs 
the hour of the payment of their bills. 

This is but a {mail corner of the curtain lifted up, which 
conceals the ravages of a terrible war. Great God! open. 
the eyes of blind mortals ; foften their hardened heart with 


_® Dragoons have been feen tharing their bread with their horfes, for 
want of ‘forage. | ; 
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the laft tears of fo many mothers deprived of their chil- 
dren, dead in the fieid! Put a ftop to that phrenzy, 
which makes them deviate fo wide from the path of rea- 
fon. It is time for humanity and wifdom to refume their 
empire; it is time for every one to be. imprefied with this 
truth; how noble, how, ufeful is it to facrifice glory to 
fafety of the country! The mathematical fcience of kill- 
ing men is not worth the fimple fcience of fowing an 
handful of wheat, of planting a tree, and creating our 
likeneffes, It is time for men to begin to love one another; 
then it will be no longer neceflary to conftrain them to 
fwear to be faithful to the laws of their country; then 
univerfal peace fhall fpread its glorious canopy over all the 
earth, and gentle concord reign amongft ail its happy inha- 
_bitants. 


CHAP. CLXVI. 


PROMENADES IN THE BOIS DE BOULOGNE. 
i 6 
Att the women are Graces, Junos, Venuffes, Calyp- 
fos, Eucharifes; al! the men will foon be Apollos and 
Narcifluffes, Endymions and Antinoufes. 

On the road of the Bois de Boulogne, I perceive Da- 
phne in acabriolet, which an Englifh courfer is bearing 
off to Bagatelle. You would fuppofe it the Olympic rac- 
ing ground, from the cars with two horfes flying amidit- 
clouds of duft to this abode of folly. |. 

Thoufands of. lamps, fufpended from fhrubs, have 
transformed it into a palace of rubies, emeralds, topazes, 
and diamonds. What a coup dil! Armida inhabits thefe 
fhades; it is her magic wand which has created thofe 
fparkling objets. The flutes breathe im concert, while the 
loves are {porting in the myfterious grottoes. 

The moft exquifite fruits decorate the fide-tables of 
the ice reftaurateur ; Pomona herfelf lays down her baf- 
kets; ices of every colour, compofed of perfumed effences, 
citrons, oranges, and pine-apples, folicit every tafte; it is 
Olympus here; it is Garchi who diftills the ambrofia. | 
How many Mars are led hither, and treated by their 
Venufies ! , 

But what refplendent light is that which gleams through 
the air? Itis the emperor of China travelling in a a 

, tern 
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tern? or the bird of Jupiter pouncing on a hare? No, 
it is a luminous bomb, which lightens the afcent of an 
- unknown goddefs. Every one applauds with tranfport. 

How beautiful fe is! is the general exclamation ; the crowd 
tremble for her life; vows are offered up for her fafety ; 
the greateft anxiety is exprefled for her return. At length, 
to the great fatisfation of the {pectators, fhe defcends with 
majeftic flownefs in her car drawn by doves; fhe touches 
the earth; they run, they prefs; every eye is fixed on 
this charming obje&t: and what do they fee a large 
doll ! : ine | 

The affembly, though a little confufed, laugh at the 
miftake, and feparate amidft a fhower of gold. ‘Thus pafs 
the days of fummer at Paris. | 
_ Bagatelle was the rendezvous of the moft brilliant part 
of the ariftocracy. It was there that all the armies of the 
republic were conquered by the tongue: that Buona- 
parte was baptifed by the name of Cefar Ditator; and that 
we were threatened with a military government. | 

Capet of Provence, and his wife, more fortunate than 
Capet the elder, pafléd the frontier; it was they who 
* formed the principal fubje& of converfation. The late 
proprietor of Bagatelle was fo amiable! he loved the girls, 
and even women of fafhion, fo much, that it is almoft 
impoffible that fuch géodnature fhould not fome day or 
cther help him to the throne. They are perfuaded that 
fuch is the defign of Condé, fupported by Pichegru, M. 
Courant de Neufchatel, and the bookfeller Fauche Borel. 

I fhould inform my readers, that 1 was well acquainted 

with thofe two perfonages. The firit is a kind of foretter, 
very fit for a bold ftroke, as almoft all the Swils are ; 
tifking his life without fcruple for a coup. de main. The 
fecond is a difcreet kind of a diftaff, from which you may 
fpin and knot a good deal of thread. The town of Neuf- 
‘chatel is otherwife the firft citv in the world where there 
are moft men of addrefs to be bought or fold, no matter 
by or to whom. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXVIL 


THE MOUTH I8 ALWAYS AT WORK. 


Have you ever heard ar Adephagie? Tt is a Greek 
word, which fignifies the Godde/s of Gluttony. In the midft 
of revolutionary horrors, Adephagie loft no, part of her 
empiré. Her numerous altars were not lefs éreGted by the 
fide of the guillotine, and the wide cemeteties encum- 
bered with vi@ims. The Parifian, in fhort, did not lofe 
a firoke of his tooth. 

It is the wide-extended mouth of the people, which, 
in this immerife city, the real réfervoir of power, has 
made the rufty crowns leap out from every coffer, from 
every hiding-place; however flow the circulation, how: 
ever great the fcarcity of coin, the crowns buried for a 
century paft, by their magic power put windmills, tuns. of 
wane butchers, and cooks of every degree, in motion. 

In vain do crowns flumber invifible in the bottoms of 
ftrong boxes of dark cellars; they muft always make their 
appearance brightened, fhining whenever fétes and fefti- 
vals are on the carpet. 

The fumptuous tables are {pread by the fide of com- 
mittees, where the life or death of men were fubje&ts but 
of flight difcuffion. After the office of executioner came 
that of the {cullions. 

“Without the aid of the mouth, money, in. this age ae 
ftern egotif{m, would accumulate in mafies; gluttony has 
dug a perpetual outlet for ity and the decemvirs them- 
felves, who rejected every other petition, however earneft 
and juft, had: their ears wide open to every invitation to 
a fplendid table. 

The mouth is the moft aie of pleaders, the moft 
perfuafive of counfellors; it can fpeak as imperioufly as 
money in the ear of the trucuient clerk, and render him 
gentle. ; 
The victims ‘in the: prifons facrificed to their ftomach, 
and food of moft exquilite kind pafied the narrow wicket 
for men who were near their lat. meal, but were ignorant 
of it. 

From the bottoms of dungeons contraéts weré pafied 


with the reftaurateurs, and the articles wére figned on 
both 
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beth fides, with particular conditions with refpec& to the 
delicacies. 

No one ‘fearcely ever vifited a prifoner without bring- 
ing him for confolation a bottle’ of claret, liqueurs of the 
ifles, or delicate paftry.. ae se 

The paftry-cook on his fidé, who well knows that the 
mouth is always going, fent his lifts alfo into the prifons, 
‘promifing to exercife “his utmoft fkill. Nothing, fays the 
advertifement, equals the delicacy of his art; cheefecakes 
and cuftards, in attéfting the progrefS of his fcience and 
induftry, will bear witnefs alfo to thole of Parifian luxury, 
whether imprifoned or free. . 

‘His glafs-fhop is become as elegant, as decorated, and 
as neatin the infide, as that of the jeweller. Tarts and 
{pice cakes are arranged under glaties with as much fym- 
metry as curlofities of natural hiftory. : 

_Heé has made a feientific ftady of all tates and con-— 
ftitutions. | a ee 

At the tempting fight of thofe ortolan’ patés and kidney 
tarts, the ftranger, the contractor, the new millionaire, 
and the prifoner, by hearfay, felt their purfes. Who will be- 
lieve that when blood was flowing in torrents, the paftry- 
cook, more audacious in his conceptions than Aretin, mou!d- 
ed his.paftry into Priapus, and gave hiscakes the form of the 
virginal féx? Allexceffes touch each other; never was 
there feen a greater propenfity to gluttony, than in thofe 
days of calamity and horror. I call to witnefs for the fa& 
the fix prifons into which [ have been plunged. 

Ido not conceal it, that when I faw. myfelf feparated 
from the world and from fociety, I did not with to die, and 
leave my afflaffins that triumph and fatisfaXion; I withed 
to live, on the contrary, to fee the end of thefe fingular 
events. I declared to all the companions of my misfor- 
tunes, that I conftituted myfelf a man-plant, and that I 
was refolved to be nothing elfe ; I made a capital affair of 
ray four meals a-day, or rather of one fingle meal, which 
lafted from morning to evening, eating like the children 
only when I was hungry. It is with this regime that I 
tamed liftleffnefs, bad air, and folitude, and prepared 
myfelf to wait the great day of national juftice, and fee 
thofe odious tyrants perifh, whofe figures and characters it 
has been referved for me to defcribe. 

He who wifhes to a the angel, fays Pafcal, aéfs the beaft. 
I did well not to a& the angel. In preferving my health, 
i kept my mind in tune, and though the walls of prifons 

were 
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were walls of darknefs; I recall ideas which I fhould net 
have found elfewhere, and which guide me in my obler- 
vations. 


CHAP. CLXVIZ. 


: _ - CAPETALIST. 


THis word, under the old regimen, was fcarcely known 
any where but at Paris, and meant a monfter of fortune ; 
aman with a heart of brais, and who had only metallic 
affeCtions. He hasno country: he is domiciliated without 
being a citizen: and this infulated being has no fear that 
taxation fhould touch his property, which is mmenfe. 

He laughs when he hears you talking of the territorial 
tax; he has not aninchof land. | 


- CHAP. CLXIX. 
PUBLIC KITCHENS. 


Tuer extreme fcarcity. of bread, and the continually 

progreflive increafe of the price of provilions, reduced to 
very great diftrefs almoit every family not in ealy circum- 
flances, and efpecially the neceffitous. They neverthelels 
found on the Pont au Change wherewith to fatisty the 
cravings of hunger. In the middle cf the Quay de la 
Feraille, about fevenin the evening, the ftrong odour of 
herrings feized the moft impenetrabe noftrils. 
, On each fide of the foot paversent cooks had erected 
their kitchens, not certainly of the rank and flanding of 
thofe known at the time under the name. of blue ribbanas, 
and where you dined with unbottoned waittcoats. 

On the edge of the table of the laft century were ar- 
ranged the plates, which contained each three broiled her- 
rings fprinkled with fhreds of onions and a little vinegar, 
the whole for a billet of fifteen fous. Ey the fide appear 
a few dithes of flewed prunes and lentils fwimming in their 

: ; fauce. 
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fauce. Earthen bowls of green leaves filled up the 
middle under the name of fallads, to tempt the paffen- 
gers. | : 

We have feen them ranged by hundreds around thefe 
frugal tables, eating without bread portions much too 
moderate for the capacity of their ftomach and the vehem- 
ence. of their appetite. One man drinks his lentils with- 
out chewing them, another fwallows a herring at‘a mouth- 
ful, without troubling himfelf aboutthe bones. | 

The Place de Greve prefented the fame diftrefsful {pec- 
tacle, which no compaffionate man couid beheld without 
feeling the tears run down his cheeks. . 

He fighed in fecret over the horrible evils occafioned 
by war, and curfed the faGtions, who, gorged with gold 
and delicacies, affe€ted poverty, lamented over the fate 
of the indigent, and excited them to revoit; he was un- 
der continual apprehentions left cruel famine, under the 
form of a living death, fhould fuddenly make its appearance 
amidft heaps cf vi€tims. Neverthelefs he decreed in his 
heart a deferved eulogium to thofe cheap and modeft re- 
ftaurateurs whe prevented the unhappy -from perifhing en- 
tirely with hunger; very cifferent from thofe banking 
traiteurs, who make a fortune of every dinner of their nu- 
merous gueits. . : 

Look at thofe rooflefs fhops along the buildings of the 
Louvre on the fide of the Seine. “There laborious Her- 
cules’s, many hard-working men, go and appeafe their 
_ hunger ata reafonable price. Strings of herrings hung up 

to dry in the fun await the gridiron; it is the affair of a 
‘twinkling ; meat, puddings, eggs, falt fith, are all ming- 
led in the fame difh, which boils before the fhop between 
two ftones, and is foon emptied. Appetite is the fauce to 
this truly Spartanfood. ‘Thofe taverns are the real refec- 
tories of fobriety. ‘The man who takes his repaft there 
has gained it lawfully by the fweat of his brow, and the 
tradefman who receives the reckoning is a jult man. 

I donot lock with the fame eye onthe egotift, who, 
alone at atable, dines at the Palais Royal for fifty livres; 
nor the opulent reitaurateur, who fends him his bill with 
his glafs of liqueur. . 

itis notimpoffible, Inrefle&ting in an inn, to divine a 
_good plan of economy, finance, and morality. = 


d 


pays as he receives, and owes nothing. But every thing 
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is relative. Every one fhould live according to his circum | 
ftances, and then every thing would go well, even the 
government. 


CHAP. CLXX: 
BREVIARY. 


How did Louis Capet, the laft king of the French, em- 
ploy himfelf during his imprifonment in the tower of thé 
Temple? He drank, flept, and ftudied his Breviary. One 
might have taken him for the moft ftoical of philofoplers, 
if it had not been known that he became a devot; it is ~ 
certain that he had fed himfelf with a number of theological 
ideas, and perhaps he was the only one at his court who 
thought about them: The priefts had exercifed their my{- 
tical power over his brain, which already was not a very 
ftrong one. | | 

I met Clery, his valét-de-chambre, at the Force, who 
made me acquainted with feveral circumftances concerning 
him. He faw, with great calmnefs, all his decorations, 
even his knife, taken from him; but he was very much 
affected when they carried. off his fire-fhovel, and did not 
conceal his anger. . : 
_ During his return from the hall of the convention to the 
Temple, at the time of his fecond examination, he atked 
Chaumette what country he came from—“ From the depart- 
“< ment of the Nievre’’—< It is a beautiful country.”’—“ Llave 
“* you never been there 2 —=** No, but I propofe making the tour 
“* of France in two years time, and feeing ail its beauties.’ Ob-= 
ferving that the fecretary of the commune had -his hat on 
his head in the carriage, he faid to him with a {mile, “ he 
“< firft time you came to take me from the Temple, you had far- 
“* gotten your hat: you have been more careful this time.” . 

_ Deceived by the nobiiity, by his two brothers, by La 
Fayette, knowing that the projeét was to declare his chil- 
dren baftards, after taking from him the crown, it is really 
aftonifhing that he fhould have acceded to a plan of efcape 
unjuftifiable in every point of view. It has been faid that 
he was yet ignorant of all thofe confpiracies; but when he 
was duly enlightened, why did he not become fincerely 
and truly conftitutional ? a 
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{t was the Breviary then which confoled him for the lofs 
of ali his greatnefs. 

It is not aftonifhing, that after his death the priefts with. 
ed to make him a martyr. Relics containing his hair, 
true or falfe, were diftributed for a long time; knaves fold 
them to fools; and in confeffionals, the having been, pre- 
fenz at his execution was a referved cafe. At the moment 
I write, and I can fcarcely believe my eyes, I fee unloaded 
at the door of a church at Paris twelve or fifteen confeffi- 
onals quite new. I ftarted back with furprize at the fight of | 
this papal artillery ; each of. thofe hypocritical boxes is a 
piece of cannon ready charged againft the republican go- 
_vernment. Sacerdotai preaching is already an open war;_ 
we can forefee or prevent its effects; but cenfefhon 
who can calculate its fecret and dangerous confequences ? 

_ Several bookfellers have affured me that Breviaries were 
bought up wherever they could be found. Delivered from. 
Capucins, from Pic-pus, from Minims, Chartreux, monks 
unfhod, with or without beards, priors, canons and abbés, 
we faid, «“ A few hours are fufficient for labour, if every 
“ one would. put their hand to the. oar, to make France 
“ areal Utopia;” and now they are reading the Breviary 
of Paris asin paft times, and more than in paft times; _ 
for thofe who read do not read carelefsly or not at ail as 
formerly. : 

Breviaries and: Miffals are fent into the departments and. 
to Germany, while our abominable romances are paffing. 
into Spain, where they had never heard talk of them, 
Thus twenty years are fometimes fufficient to change en-. 
tirely the face of an empire. If the Spaniards read our. 
books, good as well as bad, they will be our imitators and, 
rivals. — : . 

How many events have happened from 1789 to 1797, 
unknown, unobferved, unparalieled in fpite of fo many. 
writings; what a fpettacle concealed from hiftory! how, 
many new ideas on the extravagance and perverfity of men ! 
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CHAP. CLXXE 
SUPERFINE COOK. 


En the manner we eat at Paris, the beft cheer in any 
other place is not worth a dinner at Meot’s, hot, ready, 
well-drefied; you chufe your meat in a lift of a hundred 
difhes, a lift prmted with the moft ftudied care ; a fine gild- 
ed faloon, fculptured and theatrical ; pyramids of fine fruit; 
a fucculent odour which fpreads itfelf around, and which 
would give you an appetite if you had none. At the prin-. 
cipal bar, two ladies of elegant appearance fuperintend the 
police, and {till more the receipt. 

It is there that you dine like a happy man; but the din- 
ner is very dear, and you would fuppofe that the tariff of 
eatables is a rule for every other reftaurateur, fo accurate- 
ly do they model themfeives on the higheft price. It is in. 
thefe faioons that you find on the right and left the French- 
man fociable and pliant. From thence you go to the 
opera, to hear CEipide 4 Colonne, and fee the ballet of 
Pfyche; that ballet, an aftonifhing aflemblage of all the 
‘efforts of art, and you leave it ftupified with admiration 
and pleafure, a thing inconceivable! Never in the hap- 
‘ pieft times did the French, or any cther people, attend the 
theatre with fo much rage. ‘The opera begins at fix! at 
three the people befiege the doors, another thing as incon- 
eeivable! This people, without reftraint, impetuous, and 
violent, range themfelves with patient tranquillity on little 
natrow inconvenient benches, where they find themielves 
fqueezed, and half in darknefs; they are ail Mill and filent, 
or talk low.. : c 

They applaud with tranfport fcenes of delicious tender- 
nefs, which excite or infpire goodnefs. Every heart {wells 
with pleafure, every eye overflows with tears, and the whole 
audience feel the fame fentiments. 

Are thefe really the fame Parifians who by thoufands 
have acted like ferecious tigers, while others have fuffered 
themfelves to be incarcerated like'fheep in a butchery? Is 
it really on the fame pavement which leads to thofe brilliant 
fpeGacles, that the carts have rolled along with fixty or 
feventy victims, in which the hufband was mingled with 

. the 
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the wife, the mother with her fon, and the friend with the 
’ friend. . 

Foreigners thought, that after the dreadful ftruggle, of 
which we had been the deplorable inftruments, that af- 
ter fo much bloodfhed, we were plunged into mifery, 
into anarchical tumult, and exciting only feélines of 
pity; not only incapable ef fupporiing theatres, which 
indicate flourifhing circumfiances, but alking if we bad not 
forgotten how to laugh. And it was at this epocha, that 
the theatre of the Vaudeville was revived: the itock of its 
little pieces is but a trifling affair, but they are fo pretty, fo 
pregnant, fo well ated, that even in this fubaltern and 
fecondary kind of amufement, we fee a nation which con- 
tinues to leave the reft behind it,in the dramatic career, not 
perhaps in works of genius, but by the wit and gaiety with 
which it feafons its productions, 

And on the foil of fo many pleafures they are endea- 
vouring to re-unite the infernal elements of the famous 
mother-fociety of Paris; they are fowing the germ of revo- 
lutionary tempefts, which have defolated France, and are 
anxious to revive their fyftem of bloody anarchy. ¢ 

The more we confider this city, the more. we behold it 
a colle&tion of ill-afforted things, an unparalleled mixture 
of charafters, and we may affert that it is not laws but men 
which reign, for the laws affume the complexion and phy- 
flognomy of thofe who execute; we are then literaily ¢o- 
verned by individuals. | What is moft important then is the 
choice of the men; we have fecn fome fporting with the 
barbarous horrors of injuftice, oppoftion, murder, and 
deftruGtion; we have beheld others difpiaying at thefe ter- 
rible epechas every thing which beneficence and compaf- 
fion could infpire of what was mof magnanimous, and 
indulging only the virtuous paffons. 


CHAP. CLKXIL 
TIVOLI. 


I went yelterday to Tivoli; not the Tivol where Horace 
ftrung his lyre, where Propertins compofed his {weet veries, 
and thought by the fide of his beautiful Cynthia; not the 
Tivoli, where, amidft the moft fmiling verdure, an impe- 
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fuous torrent rufhes, dividing itfelf into-~five rivers, which 
by five different channels either burft out, or run, or throw 
themfelves headlong : 


Me neque tam patiens Lacedzemon, 

Nec tam Lariffe percuffit campus opime, 
Quam domus Albunez refonantis, 

‘Et preceps Anio, et Tiburni lacus, et unda 
Mobilibus porharia rivis ! 


Once more, it is not the Tivol at the charming Ca/catelics, 
which we may ftill fee, after paffing under verdant trees, 
acrofs rhulberries, fig-trees, pomegranates, and plantain 
trees; it is the Tivoli, not of Italy, but of the Rue La- 
zare, known formerly under the name of Folie Bouizn. 
What a difference! There you tread on green turf and 
odoriferous flowers; here you walk on a dry pavement, and 
breathe fometimes very diigufting odours. “There you hear 
in the neighbouring woods the concerts of a thoufand 
birds; you fee on the tops of the mountains flocks feeding 
or at play; here you behold white chimneys and uncrown- 
ed fteeples, and hear the cries of mifery and the oaths of 
hackney-coachmen. ° ae 

Have you feen the temple of Vefta, or that of the Sybil? 
No.--Have you feen thofe fine columns which lean over 
the abyfs? No.—-The grand cafcade, and the grotto of 
Neptune, thofe hanging rocks, thofe wild grots, thofe 
fhrubs fo green, that turf fo flowery? No, no! but I have 
feen alleys garnifhed with two rows of chairs, lighted by 
yellow lamps, occupied by women in /pencers, who were 
amufing themfelves by gaping, and by young men throttled 
with facks, and who were laughing fillily and liftlefsly. 

I have feen a temple eight feet large, and twelve feet 
high, illuminated with coloured fires; | have feen fireworks 
well executed, but too fpeedily terminated ; I have feen a 
dance compofed of four perfons under a tent, which might 
contain an hundred. 

I have heard the noife of a dozen inftruments, which 
changed their place without any change in their monoto- 
nous fympathy. 

I have, heard the ‘rights of war and peace difcuffed 
amidft a fwarm of cockchaffers, which drove dire&t againft 
the heads of the grave debaters. | 

I have heard praifes beftowed on the delights of Baga- 
telle, and cenfures lavifhed on the pleafures of Tivoli. 

I have heard regrets of a horrible regime, of which the 
principal fpetacle were the executions on thie Place of the 
| Revolution.— 
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Revolution. What the devil! have you neither heard nor 
feen any thing agreeable! you muft have been very ill. 
amufed.—Pardon me, I was amufed; I have feen many 
very agreeable things, and heard others which were not leis 
fo. It is this name of Tivoli which fpoilt every thing; 
this name has recalled to my mind fo many remembran- 
ces, that it has forced-me to make comparifons, which 
were not to the advantage of the French Tivoli. I began 
my walk, therefore, with a good deal of prepoiieflion; and 
who can flatter himfelf with being exempt from it? But 
all thofe whofe judgment is regulated by prejudice are not 
difpofed to own it fo frankly. . 

By degrees the cloud is difperfed; I-forgot Italy, Proper- 
tius, and the Cafcatelles; and I faw what I ought to fee, 
that is, a fuperb Englifh garden, where—- ;: 


Sans contrainte et fans art, de fes douces premices, 
La nature epuifa les plus pures d¢lices : : 
Des plaines, des cdteaux le melange charmant, _ 
Les ondes 4 leur choix,. errantes mollement, 

Des fentiers finueux les routes indecifes, 

Le defordre enchanteur, les piquantes furprizes ; 
Des afpeéts en les yeux heStoient a choifir, 
Varioient, fufpendoient, prolongeoient leur plaifir. 
Sur Pemail velouté de la fraiche verdure, 

Mille arbres, de ces lieux ondoyante parure, 
Charme de lodorat, du gout et des regards, 
Elegamment groupés, negligemment epars, 

Se fuyoient, s’approchoient, quelquefois a ma vue, - 
Ouvroient dans le lontain une fcene imprevue ; 

Ou tombant jufqu’ 4 terre et recourbant leurs bras 5. 
Venoient d’un doux ogbftacle embarafler nos pas." 


To this defcription, of which it might be permitted to 
bate fomething without. doing any wrong to the real beauty. 
of the place, you may add that of a gay troop of Loves. 
and Graces, rinning, flying, playing at all the fports known, 
at Cytherea; that of a double row of pretty women, gaz- 
ed at and gazing, decently violated, without hiding any 
_thing from the look, cenfuring without mercy the drefs of 
modeit citizens who pafied before them without turban or, 
fpencer. | ee 

Look at thofe little. butterfies, whofe ridiculous drefs 
cannot difguife elegance, more than it can difarm critici{m, 
animating the pi€ture by their noify gaiety; {peaking, 
with equal inattention, of their horfes and their miftrefes, 
of Buonaparte and Bagatelle, of the pleafures cf their lait 
fuppers and the cares of the direCtory, of the ballet of Pfyché 
and the horrors of war! Happy age! . ae 
ce ek 
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One of them faid to his companion, There is nq perfon 
here.— Yeu are mad, , repiied the other; J have counted more 
than eight hundred pretty women.—Oh, anfwered the firft, but 
I have not find her here I ana looking. for. Pia 


POWDERED HEADS. | 


As much wheat is confumed in France in ufelefs powder 
as would nourith the largeft of our departments. Any one 

may eafily verify this calculation, One would fuppofe 
‘that hair wasa nudity amongft us, fince there are men who 
would fooner endure hunger than exhibit themfelves in 
public without powder. 
~ It would have been worth while, whilft they were pro- 
fcribing fo many ufages, to proferibe alfo fo uncouth a 
cuftom ; the Jacobins had fair ground in reprefenting that ' 
the-moft neceflary fubfiftence of men ought not to be fo. 
profaned; ‘that the beau, or the ariftocrat, expended as 
much meal for his hair as for his ftomach ; it was a ridicu- 
lous luxury, and it was neceflary'to ftop this epidemy gene- 
ral in Europe, and which had already crofled the ocean. 
_ The Jacobins unpowdered themfelves, but they affected 
alfo fo exceffive a dirtinefs, thatthe facrifice became invi- 
fible. — E ee 

But they had fo many. adverfaries, that people affected 
to powder themfelves to form a contraft with them. The 
chief himfelf, Robefpierre, was always drefled and pow- 
dered, and this is the reafon why there was no crime of 
high Robefpierian treafon in following the old fafhion. 

Thofe who detefted him, took the opportunity of repu- 
diating powder, and without being Jacobins, adopted the- 
drefs, to economize time and preferve health. : 
_ There is nothing more wholefome than. wafhing the head 
every day; fhort and unpowdered hair, therefore, ought 
torule the mode. =. . | 

Tt has not been made a fignal of diforder and diyifion ; 
every one follows his tafte in this refpe&t ; you prefent your- 
felf- powdered and unpowdered ; there'is full toleration. 


“A Frenche. 
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-A Frenchman, who knows how to obferve and to de- 
fcribe, after having eftablifhed the difference between an- 
cient and modern Europe, has concluded in a very con- 
vincing manner, that without a revolution of the globe it 
would be henceforth impoffible for the human race to: re~ 
lapfe into barbarifm ; it depended only on the Jacobins to 
guillotine thofe who wore powder, as they had guillotined 
the farmers-general for having put water in their {nuff; but 
fince they have not done it, it is a mark which confirms 
‘the obfervation which has juft been made, and*that we 
cannot all be deftroyed by committees of public fafety, and 
general furety ; this is what was to be demontftrated, — 


-CHAP, CLXXIV. 


COPPER COIN, \ 


THE great fous made of bell metal are ftored in old 
facks, the depofitaries of domeftic economy and forefight; 
or load the pockets of milk and butter-women, and re- 
tailers of cabbages and carrots. Since the traffic of gros 
fous has been eftablifhed, happy the cook-maids and fer- 
vant-girls who, living in the vicinity of the Perron of the 
Palais-Royal, go to the Halle or to the market; they 
change their crown of fix livres in their way, and gain 
perhaps four or five fous, which however does not hinder 
them. from cribbing as ufual. ee 

The fkin-flints give nothing but grofs fous to their fer- 
vant-maids, who are angry at this mark of economy, and 
complain that their pockets wear out with the weight, 
Thus the brafs or copper which, when hung in the air, 
deafened our ears, now weighs down our facks, and figures 
in every payment, making ten times the weight of the fil- 
ver. Look at that man yonder, quite bent to the ground; 
he is like Corregio, who died from having carried facks of 
copper money which avaricious monks had given him, for 
pictures became fo precious that they are not to be pur- . 
chafed at prefent even for their weight in gold. 
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CHAP. CLXXV. 
, PHYSICAL AND eee ESTIMATES. 


THE great city” may be compared to a great country, 
and its different fe€tions to a8 many provinces, the inhabi- 
tants of which have their peculiar phyfognomy, their par- 
ticular chara¢ter, their kinds of beauty or uglinels, theix 
difeafes, their prejudices, their inclinations, t their habits, 
and their cuftoms. 
’ Tt is efpecially under the abfolute empire of the catho- 
lic religion, that thofe fhades were moft eafy to feize; 
for the priefts, by the afcendancy of their morality, or the 
diverfity of. their opinions, foftened the heads of ‘individu- 
als almoft as foon as they were bora, and moulded them 
dike wax. | 

For. inftance, xyould you behold petty fanGified, Janfe- 
nifts, penitent Magdalens, mifers with fallow faces, ufurers 
retired from bufine’, walking with cautious fteps for fear of 
wearing out their fhoes,. the church of St. Stephen of the 
Mount offered a great number of fuch originals. 

If you tranfported yourfelf to the Abbey St. Germain, 
you would not find there thofe four faces, ‘who made gri- 
maces at a ribband or a medallion portrait ; you were in the 
eg of the Benedidtines, frefh, fat, and not over ftudi- 
ous. It was the trué court of love, the affiduous rendez- 
vous of fprightly youth; the odours of their nofegays of. 
rofes mingled with that of the incenfe. The organ, by its 
yarious and harmonious fouids, called up the fmile on. 
every lip: it gave the fong of the girls a fort of exultation, 
which rendered them more beautiful and poignant. In 
- fhort, it feemed as if their eyes reflected the jovial air of 
the monks with triple chins; and if fo many pretty Cupid 
children refembled each other, by looking at thefe holy fa- 
thers you might eafily gueis the caufe * 

“What a contratt in ‘the neighbouring parith! The 
auftere’ Sulpitian impréffed on his profelytes his own rough 
and favage air. Not aface of young boy or girl whom the 
fear.of the confeffional did not render fad, uneafy, lean, 
morofe, and mournful, Not a grown-up perfon, who 


* This temple of Venus is now a faltpetre warehoufe. 
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dared remain alone in the dark, whe) did not trem- 
ble at meeting the devil, or feeing hell open under 
his feet. The nobility, who were fo numerous in this 
parith, {welled the amount of falfe devotees, to keep their 
flaves in farer fubje€tion; it was précifely around them that 
{warmed hypocrites, cheats, liars, and knaves. The fyco- 
phant curé, who had refuted. to bury Voltaire, wanted to 
make a traffic of. the burial of every writer. 

At St. Medard, fanaticifm, armed with its fiery torches 
men grofsly ignorant, and ftill more credulous and fupertti- 
tious. It is from this dreadful fauxbourg therefore that 
thofe madmen have burft out, who drank human blood 
with delight. 

Other "churches alfo were the climates, as it were, of the 
luxury of the capital. In that of Quinze-vingts, met the 
farmers-general, the change brokers, fecretaries of finance, 
proud as peacocks, , hining with gold, rubies, dtid dia- 
monds, and wanting nothing but diadems. The poor man 
ee, in this place of inagnificence, made ufe only of the 

choiceft expreffions in afking alms. 

At prefent even, you may find at St, Gervais fome traces. ' 
of the antient fplendour of the gold-fmiths and theriffs of 
the Hotel dé Ville: Tt is there that the women come, as 
the millinets of the Charnier des Innocents. heretofore, to 
fhew themfelves loaded with ribbands and lace. But the 
almoft general eafy circumftancés of the Parifians renders 
their piety tranquul ; their finging is foft and meafured ; and 
it is there alfo you meet with truly angelic beauties. 

We may conclude from thofe different obferv ations, that 
the education of colleges, convents, catechili ms, and. parifh 
{chools, have Had a very fatal influence on the character of 
the Parifians. 

In colleges, youthi were taught leffons of vanity, pride, 
contempt, “and egotifin ; in donvents, thofe of teAned de- 
bauchery; in-catechifms, thofe of Jef tical duplicity, per= 
fidy, knavery, and. intolerance; in chatity-fcliools,: thofe 
ot - ingratitude, of lazinefs, lying, and brutality. 

This is the reafon why nobles, who gave the cowat -dly 
examplé of emigration, were almoft ail denounced by their 
lackeys or theit | porters. 

Such alfo is the reafonwhy, in aflemblics of ‘the fedtions, 
the moft. extravagant motions,’ the moit atrocious projeéts, 
the moft vexatious meafutes, were propofed and executed 
with fo much cruel obftinacy ; the greater part by fheema- 
kers, taylors, carpentérs, fmiths, barbers, and even furge- 
ons. ‘The infolence of the noble and the rich, who did riot 
fay them, had raifed their hatred, 

But 
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_. But you found no maffacres nor revolutionifts among 


the honeft coal-porters, the butchers, the market and corn- 
orters, the fhoe-cleaners, and chimney-{weepers, becaufe 
from being dependent on the inhabitants on account of 


‘their domeftic wants, they did not feel like others the 


‘want of money; and that befides, from. their pacific cha~- 
racter, they were lefs acceffible to corruption. | 

All thofe {hades have been effaced by the overthrow of 
the catholic worfhip; it had left a particular ftamp on every 
quarter, fo that in the city you faluted a prieft becaufe he 
fad a noble air, the air of a canon of Notre Dame, while 
in other places-a prieft was but a fervitor. 

All thofe canons, gteat vicars, curates, fat prefbyters, 
made children in every quarter; aides de camps and gen- 
darmes have taken their place. 
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CHAP. CLXXVI. 


CARICATURE ENGRAVINGS. | 
Ir the perverfities of thé human mind continue to go 
on increafing, we muft reckon at leaft on a thoufand Calots 
to expofe them to the cenfure of wife heads. 
_ Who can doubt but that it is the ingenious graving pen 
of criticifm which has engaged the women, evem thofe 
who were moft headftrong in following fingular fafhions, to 
renounce the edifice of that head-drefs, called monte-au-ciel, 
and which, it feemed, a hair-drefler could not have built up 
without the-aid of a ladder. | . 

The fquare coats, Englifh breeches, duck-bill brodequins, Athe- 
nian drefjes, hats a lucarne; @ cul de panier, furnilhed Vernet 
with his idea of the incroyables and the merveilleufes. All 
Paris have welcomed this ingenious production; people of 
fenfe have juftified the fatire by adopting a contrary mode 
of drefs; that is to fay, fuch as nature points out, and of 
which fhe authorizes the ufe. . . 

Admire the caprices of fortune in that merveillenfe, who 
gives her arm to her gallant; round as a cucurbite, fhe has. 
not yet recovered her aftonifhment at her own drefs; the 
woman who meets her, fmall and ftrait as a fpire of afpa- 

Fagus, 
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ragus, difeovers an old acquaintance under her new habili- 
ment, and féems to fay, “ It is Jenny, who fold green 

* peas at our corner.’ ; 

The fame Vernet has alfo edie the rage for horfe- 

races, lately revived. 
_ You have feen the Apieacee hollow-bellied, hump- 
backed, {trait as a teed, riding with his backfide in the ait 
on a long Englifh blood horfé; you have feen alfo the. 
modern Amazon, her thighs girt to her faddle, and her vel- 
vet jockey carried away by the wind. 

At prefent Vernet is exhibiting the preparations for a 
race, and the jockies mounted; the horfes are caparifoned, 
the runrters, in under-waiftcoats and turned-up hats, are 
walking them gently to keep them in breath; you would 
judge from. their fupple hams and theif hollow bellies, that 
they. had been purged and weighed the day, before, and that 
the mén had undergone the famé operation. A fly that 
perches on. them would be too much. Your eyes follow 
in the diftancé the other racers, who fweéep the plain. The 
motions of the jockey, the different attitudes of the horfes, 
their impatient air, the confident looks of their leaders, 
ii you already to thé f{cene of aétion. You, wait. 

nly for the fignal of the courle. 

And the infi de of.the revolutionary. committees exhibits an 
éxact defcription of what was plotted 'in thofe dens of Poly- 
phemus, where fo many innocent people felt beforehand 
the cold fweats of death? Who does not tremble with hor- 
for at the afpect of that ruffian prefident? You heat the loud 
fnorings of that fecretary i in the red cap, who, with his el= 
bows on the table, is fleeping away the fumes of the wine 
he drank in the morning. 

The examination of thofe bottles, the label of which 
eftablithes with the crime of fufpicion that of correfpon- 
dence in foreign countries; the terror of the unfortunate 
prifoner, who is faying in a whiiper, Wine of Flungary ; ‘the 
impudeéncé of the accufer; the tables loaded with jewels 
and other effets belonbing to the fufped? ; how many things 
in fo narrow a compafs ! 

You aré now in prefénce of the excli/ive, in the attitude 
of a gladiator; his eye fparkles with fury, his frightful 
mouth foams with rage; on the back of the cocked hat is 
Written /iberty; with one hand he holds a piftol on which is 
infcribed death, with the other he holds a poignard on the 
blade of which is engravéd fratermty; a little red cap is 
hung to his button-hole, and his pockets are full of denun- 
ciations ; ; he is almoft without Denes his‘arms; naked up 
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_ to the fhoulders, are about to be plunged into the blood of 
his viGtitns. This is a modern Ariftides. 
The club of Chchy, with bells reverfed, is more piquant 
than the print of the frogs demanding a king. The ends of 
the log exhibit the profiles of Louis the XVIth and Antoi- 
| nette. Ata little diftance birds of prey with long beaks, ’ 
by which are meant the Jacobins under the reign of terror, 
{napping up the frogs one after the other, while others are 
dragging them to the guillotine, or giving the fignal for a 
fu/fillade ; but you ftop with refpett before that unfortunate, 
who, plunged in a dungeon and loaded with chains, writes 
to Robefpierre, and finithes his letter in tracing thefe words, 
Vive la hberté / ! 
‘Such ave the faithful pi€tures which reprefent a great 
_~ part.of the events which have taken place; the facetious 
occurrences are not more forgotten than .the ferious. 
The Pas de Four, or the Folly of the Day, is the picturefque 
_ expreffion of a kind of dance moft in vogue at balls. ‘The 
fiddler who lolls his tongue asa mark of his approbation, 
‘ the bottles which he has already emptied during his ative . 
- miniftration, are truly comic. | 
In fhort, you fee as parallels, the dance of the hare and dog 
‘dreffed like Incroyables. Here is the szlhonatre hair-dreffer 
taking his chocolate; the u/urer lending on pawns; the note of 
_ hand and the mortgage; the aétive croyable filching a handkerchief 
from the pocket-of-a citizen; the departure of the deputy whofe 
time is expired, fat and thick; the arrival of his fucceffor, thin 
and meagre; the mirror of the pafi, or the infide of the commune, 
’ where are an hundred headlefs perfons, and the furies of 
the guillotine in defolation ; the pope’s fiaff in full rout; the 
kitchen of the. monks in the good old time; the beef a la mode; 
the rentiers on the road to the Bicetre; and that other, with a 
_ nofe afoot long, at the national treafury, pointing to it 
with his finger, and exclaiming, Vy am £ not Camus * ? 


- * A play on the word: Camus fignifies fhort and flat nofed, but is 
' put here for Camus, who made the firft motion which led to the ruin 
of the ftockholders, and who fills the lucrative place of national 
archivifts - 


: CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXVIL - 


ORANGE-PEEL~OYSTER-SHELLS. 

Liszon is ftill in pofleffion of the orange-tree, fronz 
whence have fprung all thofe which embellifh and perfume 
the gardens of Europe, for we owe to the Portuguefe the firft 
grains of this tree; indigenous to China, they have made_ 
the iflands of Hyeres a new garden of the Hefperides. [ 
tread under foot the orange-peel and oyfter-fhell, which 
reminds me of the immenfity of the feas; and I have at 
the fame time'a double enjoyment on a point where the 
waves of the ocean do not beat, and diftant from the rays 
which ripen this fine yellow fruit. - 
_. This is what a populous city can effect, and what ready 
money can command. Every winter a delicious fruit in- 
demnifies Paris for-the abfence of rofes, while on the other 
hand the favoury oyiter cures the flight colds arifing from 
the fogs. | 

This fine yellow fruit is arranged in an amphitheatre in 
the middle of the Pont neuf; the paflengers {top to look at 
thofe immenfe pyramids, the delicious odour of which 

gives every mouth the movement of a {mile, and the ex- 
preffion of fenfuality. : | 

In vain does the wind of the north wound with its pointed 
_arrows the rofy fingers of the fmiling lafs; fhe peels the 

orange which the has bought as quick as her eyes devoured 
it. The hand which would preferve a part for friendfhip is 
wetted by the juice, and the prefent 1s eaten on the fpot, 
and does not reach its deftination. It is the mouth, and not 
the heart, that is guilty; no reproaches to the liquorifh 
beauty; I have feen the lover do the fame. _ 

Tt is with regret that I tread under my feet the rind of 

this dele@table fruit, whilft [ love to crack the oyfter-thell, 
becaufe its refiftance invites me: But why is this odorous 
bark fo defpifed? tt mutt be from its great abundance ; . for- 
inerly this balfamic rind was employed to form the bafis of 
fimple bergamots. | 

But the afs, laden with oranges, takes his advantage of 
our.difdain ; he does not infult with contemptuous foot the | 
tind of fuch as are eaten around him; on the contrary, he 
eften bends his head to inhale the favoury odour; foothing 

co, confolatidn 
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confolatioh for his fatigue, and the negle& of his covetous 
miftrefs, who, without giving him any thing to eat, keeps 
‘tm motionlefs utider his heavy loading the whole length of 
a cold and bitter day. is . 
_ The afs which carries oranges excites a very different . 
kind of intereft from the afs who carries relics. We do 
not kneél down before the former, but he fometimes re- 
ceives a few carefles from the flattering hand of a young 
girl, who, while her lover is picking out, the fineft fruit, 
looks at thé poor afs, and fays fomething to him, as much 
“from a féntiment of pity as to leave the purchafer time to 
.Chufe:theé ‘fineft: * . 
‘ "Who would now ftoop for an orange or lemon peel, from 
which the phyfician draws fuch precious aid? Who would 
ftoop for an oyfter-fhell? but if it was unique, what would 
be its price? 7 eee 
Virgil found pearls in the dunghill of Ennius; the poor 
artift does not fear dirtying his fingers in raking the mud of 
‘Paris; it is a mine where he finds iron, which he has 
.the fecret of changing into filver. He does not defpife a 
nail, the invention of which holds the favageé in eeftacy ; 
he picks.up with refpé&t a pin, which requires the labour of 
twenty arms to go out finifhed from the manufactory. 
The ragman knows. how to unearth the hidden bone, 
-with which button-moulds and cane-heads are made. “I am 
forry to fee that we have thrown by the bergamot, and 
taken up with the effence of afparagus. I own that I preter 
the bergamot aux ceurs enflammés, to the bonbons, fo val- 
ogarly bons, 4 la Madame Angot. oo 


\ 


CHAP. CLXXVII: 
BONBONS FOR NEW YEAR’S-DAY: 
\ 

Iw fpite of the new calendar, the Parifians, invariably 
ander the influence of intereft, fenfuality, and falfehood, per- 
fit in celebrating the day of the year fixed.to the firft of 
January by the horrible Charles the Ninth. 

‘The cotifeGiioners alfo, who feem to have made a reflec- 
tive ftudy of the heart of this butterfly people, in order to 
_flatter them, regulate the ancient almanack by the fign of 

iftachoes and ice chefnuts. - On that famous day, cryftal 
Faliees taken from the lofty ceilings of palaces are pom- 
en poully 
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poufly fufpended by garlands of flowers to the ceiling of 
their fhops, which are light and refplendent as catafalques. 

By the radiancy of an hundred wax lights, without 
reckoning the dazzling refleCtors and the coloured lamps, — 
the crowd of buyers circulate the length of the glafs cafes 
which inclofe, under the moft varied and fingular forms, 
every hew invention of the fweet meat-diftiller. There, 
amidft a thoufand phials of liqueurs of the ifles fabricated 
at Paris, you feaft your eyes‘as well as your mouth ‘with 
the eflences of lemon, of paftilles, vermeilles de guimave, 
of priapes 4 la rofe, of coeurs enflammeés 4 la fleur d’orange. . 
‘Further on, it is natural hiftory in bergamot. a, 

You fee cuckoos in linnets’ nefts (an ingenious allufion 
to the prefent ftate of manners) and, heaped one on an- 
other crumbled cabbages, turnips, tobacco-roots, potatoes, 
Ametican faufages, Mentz hams, fried whiting, patés, and 
puff-cakes, all containing juices as delicate as they are 
favoury ; and it isa very juft confequence that the gift of 
impofition fhould bean impofture. 

Amidft this kind of carnival, bearded capuchins make 
their appearance mingled with ‘all forts of things of 
daily and vulgar ufe. ‘There is alfo the counter of infi- 
nitefimals for citizens, wives who are affliCted with vapours, 
and young ladies @ Roman fentimental. "There are {pirituous 
eflences contained in imperceptible bottles. The glorious 
jultan, ‘and the marriage bafket, crowned with rofes and 
other ornaments, do not fhrink from the fight ; and they 
do not fail to range near phials of blue water, or the de- 
ceiver, which has the wonderful advantage of renewing 
virginity, as well as thofe of the water of Venus, which 
prevents the wrinkles of old age, and whitens yellow 
teeth. . 

Thus the confeétioner’s fhop is a trap into’ which indi- 
viduals of both fexes enter, and are caught like flies ina 
honey-pot. Yes, mento entrap each other fpread {nares 
with onbons; and to thofe who intereft them moft, they 
offer the moft delicious, imitating in that the fifhers, who 
‘to catch the bett fifth bait the hook with the fleth of which 
they are the moft greedy. 

Alas! we boaft of being free, and: we look with fang 
froid on fugar mufhrcoms, Jugar' caftles, pots of fuger flowers, 
fJugar’ boudors, and we forget that the fugar ufed with fo 
aftonifhing a profufion has caufed the invention of the 
negro trade, and that what we tafte with fo much pleafure 
cofts the negro flaye many a lath of the whip, many tears, 
and much bloods 5 ee ob. 
~ et ts CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLX XIX. 
GYMNASIUM OF BENEFICENCE. 


' Since the days of Adam there riever has been feeti 
uch a knavifh quack, ora quackith knave, as the director 
of this eftablifhment, who is called Gafton Rofnay ; his 
impudence was fuch, that when you think on it you can- 
not help paffing from indignation to, laughter, and from 
laughter to indignation. He promifed you gauze chim- 
ney-piecés, paper-ftoves, fwimming-houles, floating for- 
treffes, proof again{t tempefts, fuperior, to the efforts of 
the winds, to the power of cannon, and that of thunder; 
he invited to his work-fhops évery perfon from the geo- 
tnetrician down to the puny rhymietter, to be witnefles of 
his miracles; he -was to introduce univerfal, founded on 
private, opulence, and talked of pothing but enriching 
‘thofe who fhould apply to him. | - 
Who would have thought that fuch a man could have 
found fach a number of dupes! He told them in other 
terms, Form yourfelves into a company of feven lenders, 
and ori niy credit, in continually lending to me, I will 

pay every day punctually the two 4rft. 4 
_ This grofs knave, to the fhame of common fenfe, was 
liftened to for forme months, and emptied pockets, chiefly 
thofe of the lower claffes, of confiderable fums. When 
the title of robber was imprinted on his forehead, writhing 
under thé lath of infamy, he had fill the impudence to 
tell the -Parifians that they were fools not.to bring’ him 
their money, for that he fhould pay the old lenders with 
the money of the new. The police, though a, little late 
has punifhed this public fwindier, furpaffing in impudence 

the whole of the knavith tribe. | 3 
Amidft the crimes of our revolution, the vice of an in- 
dividual has taken a truly inexplicable character, when 
we refle& that public advertifements announced a cavern, 
wliere Cartouche would have bluthed to have played his gib- 
bet tricks. The fight of a perfe&t demoralization was ne- 
ceflary to embolden this Gafton Rofnay to plunder indigence 
under pretences fo ftupidly perfidious. I will venture to 
fay, that impudence was never pufhed fo far, and that 
under a certain point of view it is more difgufting than 
even 
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even vice itfelf.. If the tabouret of the Place de. Gréve . 
does not execute juftice on this impoftor, every one will 
have the right to infli@ on him the punifhment which ‘he 
has deferved for fo many {candalous inftances of theft and 
robbery. 3 a ae 

This gymnafium of beneficence, in unveiling the fecret 
of human weaknefs, and how much it may be fported 
with by means of the prifmof hope, has ruined among the 
indigent clafles a crowd of men who have confided to. 
me their diftreffes,” and entruftéd me with the care of 
avenging them, | 
The corre€tional police has already begun his punith- 
ment, which is undoubtedly too light; but it will become 
more heavy frem the cry of public wrong and public in- 
donation oe oe a 


CHAP. CLXXX. 
NOSEGAY WOMEN, 


SoME time fince, under pretence of going to prefent 
nofegays, feveral individuals of both {exes took the liberty. 
of -going into houfes, and tock advantage of the fear 
they occafioned to fteal light pieces of furniture, or fwin- 
dle people out of their money: Some of thofe nofegay. 
traders entered the houfe of an inhabitant of the Faux- 
bourg St. Antoine. The maflter of the houfe politely 
invited them to fiep into his apartment, where, taking up 
his piftols, he faid toythem, “ Gentlemen, you prefent 
‘* me with your nofegays, give me leave to prefent you in 
“ return with mine; take care, however, that their fmell, 
‘* which is pretty ftrong, does not mount into your head.”” 
The gentlemen quicklytook to their heels. The nofegay wo- 
men, in the time of Chaumetie, were his choiceft {pies ; there. 
are fome of them fo frightful, that -they give a tint of hide- 
oufnefs to the flowers which they offer you. “They be- 
fiege you at the doors of the theatres, climb into carriages, 
force the doors of perfons who are named to any public 
place ; they enter in fpite of all oppofition, and, in order 
to get rid of their fetid embraces, you muft pay them. 

_ The police was obliged to'intergofe to put a reftraint. 
en the affaults of thofe ugly creatures, who had trans- 
ae. ee : formed, 
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fermed into. a tax a practice which had been too lightly 
tolerated, that of introducing themfelves into houfes under 
pretence of compliment and felicitation, 

I have feen thefe impudent beings at the virtuous Ro- 
land’s, {pying his table, and counting the guefts; he knew 
it, but durft not turn them out of doors. 

There was a, nofegay girl of the Palais-Royal, who was 
notorious for having through jealoufy made an Abelard of 
her lover. At the time of the maffacre in the prifons, fhe 
did not obtain pardon, and was killed for having com- 
mitted this crime, | 


CHAP. CLXXXI. 
PAIRS OF SPECTACLES, 


Oup toothlefs women, whofe chins almoft touched their 
aquiline nofes, reading with their fpectacles, word by word, 
in their Pfalters, fhe litanies of the Holy Virgin, often 
excited a wicked laugh. Thefe fame old women, now 
that the world is turned upfide down, may laugh in their 
turn at our beardlefs boys making love in {peétacles. 

Clerks in the public offices, true letter-grinders, have 
made this fafhion general. Some of their nofes, on which 
{peftacles remain in permanence, give them an air of ju- 
dicial gravity. A head-clerk doubles his eyes to enable 
him to read his pile of papers, wifhing, by. the aid of this 
diftinGtive fign, to appear as indefatigable as the laborious 
Hercules, while he is little more in general than a fort of 
diplomatic parrot. 

Ido not mean to cenfure the clerks of public offices, 
but only to point out the origin of a cuftom, the exag- 
geration of a fafhion, and the. vanity of its followers. 
Of twenty perfons who pafs along the ftreets, ten have 
{pectacles. ree a 

' The ufe of fpectacles leads to chicanery ; look at that 

old payer of annuities, with a contract grown yellow with — 
age in his hand; his fpectacles magnify the letters almoft 
as much as Herfchell’s telefcope magnifies the planets; 
notwithitanding which, he paufes over every word and 
every phrafe ; counts the points and commas ;. the cleareft 
term avpears to him obfcure ; he handles the paper with: 
i a fort 
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a fort: of inquietude ; he weighs it, if ] may ufe the ex- 
preffion, as if he was afraid that he felt the weight of a 
cypher too much ; in a word, he vifits it, touches it, in- 
‘terrogates it with the mental application of a blind man, 
who feels, ftudies, and verifies between his fingers a piece 
of {mooth money. | ; ore ; 

How much I fufpe& the judgment of that profound 
connoiffeur, who with his fpectacles on his nofe examines 
a picture of Rubens or Vandyke! He fees every thing 
quite near, while he fees nothing ; notwithftanding which 
he is decifive. All the illufon, all the magic of thofe 
fublime paintings, is ii the diftance which the pencil of 
the artift has fixed for the intelligent {peCtator to examine 
it. . 
But the wearers of fpe€tacles find an ineftimable ad~ 
vantage in ufing them; acrofs that enchanting prifm they 
view every pretty woman, more pretty than miniatures ! 
What a delightful illufion! fpeétacles foften features which 
are too large; they. give.an air of youth to fuperannuated 
coquettes, who grow old in fpite of their endeavours to 
prevent it; in a word, they beftow on the features of 
youth that fweetnefs, that virginal grace, which give us the 
idea of the celeftial beauty of angels; neverthelefs, what- 
ever delignitful enjoyment thefe bleffed fpectacles afford to 
amateurs, [ agree with honeft La Fontaine, “‘ that there is 
“* nothing fo goad to fee with as the eye of a lover 
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CHAP. CLXXXIL 


DAY AND NIGHT PAVEMENT. 


1 


In general, the pavement of Paris is difagreeable, but 
during certain months it is deteftable. No one is dirty 
at prefent, though he be up to his knees in mud. Boots 
and half-boots are in fafhion, and the pavement is trod: 
by night as well as by day. 

When the commune of Paris was a popular power, and 
for that reafon not to be called in queftion, nothing was. 
done for the advantage of the people, but every thing for. 
that of pickpockets and thieves, becaufe they were made 
ufe of as fubaitern agents. Coffee-houfes, cabarets, and 
newpapers, enjoyed fulllicence, = 

oo The 
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The mud was not taken away, nor the lamps lighted, 
We had fallen into fuch a ftate of immorality, that we 
were plunged inte a flavery an hundred times worfe than 
that from which we had been delivered. It was not with- 
out difficulty that the police could refume its authority, 
and it wasfound neceflary to a rreft as malefactors two thou- 
fand.and forty-feven perfons in the fpace of feven months, 
without comprifing the domiciliary vifits, which furnifhed 
the prifons with more than eighteen hundred idle and 
diforderly perfons. ‘* Otoo feeble legiflation !” exclaimed 
a magiftrate, you would have foon brought on the ruin 
“ of the beft of governments! and ye legiflators, who 
‘ have created this new mode, ye thought without doubt 
that ye had a nation of angels to govern, and ye have 
“omitted the fureft principle of a good legiflation: fhe 
“ Jaw is humane in proportion as it 1s terrible, becaufe it ftrikes the 
‘¢ mind of the criminal with a falutary terror ; and infiead of 
<< having to punifh crime, has the happy art of preventing it, 
** and of fiifling it in its birth, — are ak: 

What a den, what a gulph, is that Palais-Royal! Fhere 
you meet the countenances of aflaffins, filthy and brutal 
figures, ferocious and infolent looks and demeanours. 
Sometimes you are fuddenly alarmed by a clath of fabres, 

bs 1* . = Panes ouy 
and you immediately think that a revolt has begiee: You 
are four fteps from the place: you afk the byftanders, and 
learn nothing -either.of the caufe or the deed; every man, 
tranflates according to:his fancy, and, relates what he has 
feen from opinions he had formed the preceding evening. 
Paris is fo extenfive, that a battle might take place at one 
end of: it without a word aboft it tranfpiring at the other. 
This is what happened on the 14th of July and the roth 
of Auguft. When the alarm bell rings, it does not awake, 
more than a tenth part of the population. . 

_ When Drouet and Babcoeuf: wanted to murder the direc- 
tery, the legiflative body, and twenty thoufand inhabitants 
of this city, on the night of the 22d of: Floreal, in order 
to deliver the people from the tyranny of the rich, no, 
one knew it in the city, and the people learnt it onl: 
next day by the channel of the newfpapers. ; 

In this great magazine of robbers, beggars, pickpockets, 
fwindlers of every kind, and who flock in from every 
corner of the republic as to a theatre on which they may. 
exercife their talents, we cannot diffemble that the police 
of Paris is intimately connected with the general police of 
the country, and that we do wrong to confider the ex- 
pences of this police as expences abfolutely local. - 
; “ . : : @ 
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We mutt come fooner or later to the re-eftablifhment 
of a horfe and foot patrole for the fpecial watch of Paris. 
_ The gendarmerie compofes the horfe patrole, but they are 

not fufficient. 

Ona ftri& calculation, the forty-eight fections of Paris 
farnith one hundred and fifty thoufand men who mount 
guard, and whofe turn comés at leaft tweive times a year. 
Three quarters and a half find fubftitutes, becaufe there 
is a wide difference between mounting guard and doing 
the duty of a foldier. A man who would go again and 
take the Baftille would find it difagreeable to make one of 
a patrole. Men are fo formed, the Parifians efpecially, 
who deteft this fervice, and particularly fince the difor- 
ganization of the national guard ; they would fly to take 
part in an engagement, but refufe to arreft a robber. it. 
“as wifely conjectured, that thofe who wifhed to exentpt 
-themfelves had rather pay than ferve; that by means of 
this contribution a number of abufes would be avoided ; 
and that we might eafily maintain a watch fitted to fecure 
both perfons and property from the incurfions of rufhans 
of every kind. Money is the finew of war, and we are 
not ignorant that the police is openly at war with knaves, 
a few excepted. The citizens might then be fuffered to 
fleep peaceably in bed with their wives; there would be 
fewer colds and more children, and the night police would 
be better ferved. 


CHAP. CLKXXIIL 
THE STOCKHODLER, 


Tue complaints of the ftockholder are endlefs, The 
government, fays he, is indebted to~ the ftockholders an 
enormous arrear; it is indebted to a numerous clafs of 
poor individuals an imimense fum, forming the eftimative 
value of domains, goods, plate, jewels, diamonds, confif- 
cated or taken revolutionarily. ‘They propofed taking this 
farm in deduétion of the loan. ‘This fair propofition was 
refufed. “« The government,” added he, {miling fardoni- 
cally, “ refembles the perfonage in the comedy, who fays, — 

VoL. tl. H “ Towe 
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< Lowe you ten thoufand livres; I cannot pay you, but 
lend me five more, and that will make fifteen thou- 
© fand.” | | 

The -meafure of difcontent continually increafes; the 
government fays not a word, but gains time from day to 
day. It is, who fhall call himfelf rentier, to excite fenfi- 
bility; and he, who has a bond for an annuity of ten 
crowns could wifh you to believe that he poffeffed one for 
three thoufand. : 

The unfortunate rentier is caricatured in a thoufand 
forms; he is never proud but when he complains; you 
-would fuppofe that he is reciting a tragedy, and he re- 
ceives comfort when you have mingled your lamentations 
with his own. The rentiers join in chorus againft the 
contractors of the republic;. they fay, that they are the 
caufe of all the evil, and that they fhall be made to 're- 
gorge at fome future day. With this idea they confole 
themfelves; the next day they figh again, but as they 
have contracted the habitude, grief wears away, and every 
one takes patience. . 


CHAP. CLXXXIV. 


STEPHANIE BOURBON. 


STEPHANIE-LoUIsSA-DE-BouRBON (Conti), who num- 
bers among her mafters J. J. Roufleau, whofe, principles 
fhe appears to have followed, informs the public, that 
until the lot of the Bourbons jis fixed, fhe gives perfons of 
her own fex, asa means of exiftence, elementary leflons 
in writing, orthography, grammar, mufic, mathematics, 
drawing, and moral philofophy. She gives her pupils alfo 
a general idea of all the fciences, fuch as logic, geography, 
mythology, &c. &c. There are none of my readers who 
do not immediately call to mind Dionyfius of Syracufe, 
fchocl-mafter at Corinth. | 

Stephanie-Bourbon is the beft informed of her whole 
family ; her lot will be always preferable to that of the 
ex-prince of Condé, who has enlifted himfelf in the fer- 
vice of a Ruffian defpot, and who puts four flowers-de- 
luce at the four corners of his colours, waiting until he 
fhall be able to return to France, his country, as he co- 
micaily expreffes himfelf. “‘ Vas ?en vor s?ils viennent, 


Fean 1? — © Look if they are coming, Fohn!” 
Je ad y b> Sohn!” ren 
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CHAP. CLXXXv. 
N UDITY. 


Wuar is then this city, the feverity of whofe police 
fubje&s every citizen to the infpection of an office for the 
regulation of morals, whilft the public gardens are peopled 
with immodeft ftatues in a flate of complete nudity? 

Morals and ftatues are two things incompatible. And 
can we confider as men of illuftrious genius, or rather as 
lawgivers of modefty, thofe artifts, whofe indecent chifel 
has reproduced: beyond their natural dimenfion the fexual 
parts of the flatues whichtime had mutilated ? 

No! it is pot a weaknefs to be fceandalized at fuch nu-. 
dities.. We have no right to put before the eyes of the 
mother of a family what we would not dare to fay in her 
ears; her yeung daughter, walking by her fide, will not 
raife her eyes above the lilies, emblem of her innocence, 
to contensplate the round and naked rump of a young 
Bacchus in the fpring of life, and whofe amorous. look 
plainly indicates that he feels the germ of pleafure rifing 
within him. _e 

When a people, carried away by the torrent of a re- 
volution, feem themfelves aftonifhed at having fhaken off 
the yoke of an auftere religion, which oppofed with equal 
force the conflict of every paffion; when it remains yet 
undecided what kind of worthip is to be fubftituted in 
place of that which is overthrown, when, above all, the 
prejudice of education leaves {till in their mind a living 
root, it is not without confiderable danger for the morals 
of their children, that we expofe to their eyes ftatues with- 
out covering, as if we wifhed to teach them in the age 
of modefty to ca:culate, like new Niphufes*, all the fecret 
and invifible beauties of the human body, and to judge 
of them by comparifon, as if we were defirous that our 
young girls fhould imitate the Lacedemonian women, who 
kept in their chamber the flatues of Narciilus, of Hya- 
cinthus, or of Caftor and Pollux, in order to have fine 
children. 


-* Niphus, furnamed the Emperor of the Learned, was phyfician to Jane 
of Arragon, and gave a {erupuloufly exact defcription of all the united 
beauties of this princefs. 


H 2 Shall 
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Shall the decorators of our gardens be the regulators of 
public morals? and will they think themfelves juftified 
for the fcandal of indecent images, becaufe it was the 
cuftom to paint women naked in the public places of 
Greece and Rome? But we ought not to allow ourfelves 
the tranquil prejudice of Greeks or Romans, who, full of 
_ refpe&t for their immodeft ftatues, were defirous that they 
fhould invite alike the regards of youth and advanced age, 
and who forbad the removal from the temple of Lanuvium, 
on account of its exquifite beauty, of the piture of He- 
len, painted abfolutely naked, and breathing all the fires 
of fenfuality. . | 

Admitting that all ‘the nudities of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans were not libidinous figures, we fhall not hefitate to 
affirm on the other hand, that they were the feeds of 
corruption. It is becaufe their eyes were familiarized with 
the obfcene ftatues of the minions of Jupiter, and the 
Phrynes of the fable, that they made no fecruple of en- 
graving on their feftival cups the adultery of Mars and 
Venus. — / . 

Were the artifts at that time right in citing, in order to 
juftify thefe infamies, the lafcivious productions of Par; 
rhafius? No, undoubtedly. In rendering juttice to the zeal 
and enlightened tafte of the amateurs of the arts, who place 
before our eyesin the Tuilleries copies of the mafter-pieces of 
the moft celebrated ftatuaries of antiquity, there will be no 
inconvenience in obferving to them, that feveral of thefe ad- 
mirable productions would figure more becomingly in mu- 
feums, which are their proper fanétuary, where the father 
may enter without his fon, and the mother without her 
daughter. : . : 

If this obfervation appear too ferious, what will they 
have to obje& to the tacit reproach of mothers, who turn 
afide from the admirable group of Caftor and’ Pollux, in 
order that their view might not awaken the attention of 
their young daughters. The republic ought not to adopt 
the morals of Sybaris, and the French women fhould not 
be ambitious, like the Spartan women, of the title of 
naked haunches, or appear in public with open and tranf- 
. parent robes, in imitation of the dancers of Hercula- 

neum. : 

Befides, every thing becomes the type of a new mode 
for a nation as frivolous as ours. The robe of the ftatue 
of Flora, which is fo decent, but which leaves fo many 
fecret charms to be divined, ferves as a model to fuch of 

our 
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out bellés of the prefent day as difplay the embonpoint of 
their forms in too vifible a manner to leave us the plea- 
fure of gueéffing at them. a 
_ Ab! let us never forget that modefty is the grace of 
love: it is in its favour that thé fpring decks the 
trees with verdure ; it is under their myfterious fhade that 
the birds themfelves diefs the ntiptial bed! Take away 
the veil which covers Chrift in Raphael’s fublime picture 
of the Transfiguration, and you take from him half of 
his dignity. ak Sate. os 

Who does not récollect with delight the ingenuous 
dances which the children of both fexes héretofore formed, 
in prefence of their parents, on the great platform of the 
Luxemburg? It was the re-union of families. Every 
thing was lively, animated, {miling, and chafte. There 
was no ftatue there but nature, whofe rofés covered the 
bofom. Innocent as flowérs, the young girls contemplated 
their marriage union without fufpe€ting its tender myf- 
tery. Then the youthful bridégroom faw for the firft time 
in his young bride the exquifite Venus, and the bride 
beheld in her hufband the untivalled Apollo. . How hap- 
py were they! no indecent engraving, no uncovered fta~ 
tue, gave them the foretafte of the fupreme felicity ; every 
thing was new for them; every thing was enjoyment, and 
. the eyes alfo had their virginity. | 


‘ 


CHAP. CLXXXVI. - 
POPULAR CANTINES: 


W uo haé riot feen, a féw years back, on the Place de 
Gréve, that famous retailer of tifané, who for a liard, in 
the dog days, flaked the thirft of the Limowfin, the coal 
porter, the day labourer, the mechanie, and young chil-. 
dren. His fountain, placed at a fixed poft, was inexhauf- 
tible. A water-carrier filled it every hour. The majeftic 

tifane merchant attraéted every look on account of his 
brilliant apparel. Large ftripes of gold lace down every 
feam heightened the fplendour of his {carlet waiftcoat, and 
_ when with nimble fift he tutned three cocks at the fame 
ftroke, in order to ferve feven or eight drinkers at a time, 
the jingling of the bells that hung at his fleeves, and 

fa which 
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which he triumphantly fhook in wiping his goblets, were 
heard as far as the Pont-au-Change. In fhort, young girls, 
who alfo came. to quench their thirft at his fountain, 
fmilingly admired themfelves in the glafs of his helmet, 
the diamonds of which multiplied the fun. Alas! this 
illuftrious monarch of the fountain, this mirror of the fun, 
has difappeared! We no longer drink of his limonade- 
tifane, his beneficent tifane, whofe proud froth we ufed 
to puff off from the lips of his fhining goblets. 

Cantines. have taken his place, fhops where they do not 
fell tifane ata liard the glafs, but wine at an enormous 
price. Thefe taverns, fet up along the Greve, ftretch 
acrofs the wheat port, and end at the port St. Paul. | Four 
upright {ticks form their ftructure ; old pieces of tapeftry, 
filled with holes, defend the drinkers but wretchedly 
againit the piercing rays of the fun. In the back ground 
you fee the cafks in draught. Thefe fheds} are filled 
with fpies, fharpers, fwindlers, and foldiers. The vulgar 
indemnify themfelves for the wine which they have not 
tafted for a year paft, and drown their reafon in the 
mugs. | | : | 

That port, where formerly the citizen faw the gifts of 
Ceres unloading, and all the commodities neceflary for 
the exiftence of a gteat people, is now changed into a. 
vaft cabaret, in which men, whofe conftant labour helped 
to fupport the burden of life, now confume their time 
in drinking, in playing at cards, familiarizing themfelves 
with leifure and idlenefs, and, filled with wine, ftretch 
themfelves along, and fleep in the laps of their filthy mif- 
treffes. The frantic fyftem of the agrarian law feems to 
have taken poffeffion of the heads of thofe credulous me- 
chanics. They imagined that all men ought to be rich 
and do nothing, and they ferve the dangerous apprentice~ 
fhip of idlenefs. To drink, langh, and fing among vile 
proftitutes, is their fupreme felicity. “They -have alfo one 
virtue’ lefs, that of fobriety: every inftant the paflenger 
fteps afide in order to avoid being elbowed by a drunken 
man or woman. E . 

How urgent is it become to revive confidence, to cee 
ment the general peace, to bring back. with it plenty, la- 
bour, good: morals, and: focial virtues |. ; 

If thefe vows be not heard, if every day is to be a day 
of reft'for the unoccupied workman, days of drunkenneds 
and- debauchery, thefe cabarets will become fo many 
haunts of proftitution, fo.many caverns for robbers, afy- - 
lums-for fedition, in which daring leaders, fearlefs of og 

troles, 
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troles, will harangue their docile fatellites, will impel 
their motions at their pleafure, by pouring out libations of 
wine without meafure, the fource of civil diforders and of 
faftions, the forerunners of the deftruction of empires. 


; a a e . ; . 


CHAP. CLXXXVIL 
iT Is THE DEVIL, &c. 


Spectres, demons, ghofts, every thing which belongs 
to the black art, bloody nuns, fuch are the amufements 
which have taken place of the Orphean flutes of the opera, 
its enchanting dances, the fongs of Alceite and Antigone; 
this 1s what has diffolved its harmonious circle, and pal- 
fied the fport of thofe decorations which fometimes dif- 
played to us magnificent cities, fometimes the dark and 
deep horror of forefts, and fometimes the palace of the 
fun forcing us to fhade our eyes. 3 

The temptation of St. Anthony, which in its principle 
was only an allegory, an Egyptian hieroglyphick, like the 
paps of Ifis and’ the labours of Hercules, has become in 
the hands of légendaries, poets, and painters, the fource 
of a multitude of ftrange fables, which ignorance has con-~ 
verted into true hiftories, and with which philofophy has 
not failed to reproach religion. | 
_ This celebrated temptation, engravéen by Calot, and fung 
by Piron, was aéted a’ pantomime on the theatre of the 
city. The dire€tors of this fpectacle negleCted nothing to. 
give it all the {plendour and pomp of which it was fufcep- 
tible. Devils, hell, illufions, ftage ‘effe&t, dancing, fire, 
military evolutions, gardens, temples, all was employed 
with richnefs in the decoration, and profufion in the 
detail. . 

People of tafte were offended, but the people did not 
liften to the reafonings of people of tafte; they go where 
they can be elevated and furprifed ; they go wherever they 
find any thing that interefts them. ig . 

Thefe ghofts and fpeétres, which are raifed on the 
theatres, and which afford fo much pleafure in the be- 
holding, are the refle&ion of the revolutionary periods: 
the people are pleafed at the phanta/m agony in feeing the 
fhade of Robefpierre; it advances; a cry of horror is 

heard ; 
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heard ; fuddenly the head is detached from the body, a 
terrible ftroke of thunder crufhes the monfter, and’ accla- 
mations of joy accompany the thundering fulmination. 
People of tafte would with to fupprefs the little theatres ; 
they lament the attempts of the fcenic undertakers, and 
talk to us of the fine antique; but if they cannot ftrike 
us with a grand and intefefting fpettacle, why are they fo 
anxious to amufe the people, not after their tafte, but 
after their own, which is often timid, cold, and confined ? 
Let them leave the multitude the choice of their feats. 
The crowd which throng to a theatre never go without 
reafon, but it ‘is the philofopher alone who difcovers the: 
motive, ; 
_ This fpecies of dark and melancholy romance was fa~ 
bricated at London ; our bookfellers have tranflated them, 
and they have fold in great abundance. It was for us to 
invent and write fuch novels by fhe glimmering of the 
lamps of the dungeons where we were buried alive. We 
have comipofed nothing of this fort; but decorators and 
pantomimes feized on thofe mournful images, and thofe 
theatres which had taken lefs money, though they had 
their fpetres, their hells, and devils alfo, do not think 
that fair, and pretend that it does not belong to fhew- 
booths to reprefent thofe infernal {cenes. 22, 
One obfervation ftrikes' the philofopher on this fubje& 
which is, that the people become familiarized with thofe. 
fantaftic images, ane themfelvés more in proportion as 
they believe lefs, and, in fhort, Iaugh at them. What 
better effet could the wifeft books have produced? The 
moft elegant women are paffionately fond of thefe little 
theatres; they love the walks of the Boulevards, where 
reigns a greater air of liberty andlicence. There is an 
alley oppofite to the Ambiju-comique, which becomes the 
rendezvous of all the little noéturnal fuppers. You are 
Toft in thes crowd; you efcape all obfervation; you 
have’ the airof being of the people. Images of witch- 
craft, the libidinous monk carried off by the devil, the 
dances and figures of demons, every thing renders a wo~ 
man prettier after this {pectacle than after the opera. 
Thofe who pay for the fupper are always good and ami- 
able devils; the youngeft are the imps, and they transfornr 
in the beft manner they can the hell which they have 
jutt feen, into a paradife. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, CLXXXVIIL. 
REFRACTORY PULESTS. 


-. Tuts epithet hasa double fenfe; it announces a refift- 
ancé and a fevolt ; it fignifies an untta¢table difciple and a 
rebellious citizen ; it is borrowed from the arts. We name 
refractory the fand, of the clay, or the mineral, which not 
only does not unite itfelf with other materials, bat which 
hinders them from wniting together, and which diffolves 
the whole compofition. _ | . | 

It is pretended that the priefts. called com/fitutional have 
done more harm to the revolution than the refraéfory. 
** Thofe,” fays one of out writers, “had only libertine 
* ideas, but they had at leaft the boldnefs of crime. "They 
“ could not deceive any one, and the impudence of their 
** pretenfions was fufficient to cover them with fhame, and 
“ draw down the hatred of the public on their heads. 
‘© When it was obferved on one fide, that Abbé Maury 
“¢ was a Franc coquin, it was retorted on the other that at 
“ leatt cctoit un coquin Franc.” | . 

What was called communicat, was receiving into your 
mouth from the hand of a prieft, juft ifuing from a place 
of ill-fame, and ftill intoxicated, a little bit of flower 
pafte, flat, and of the fize and roundnefs of what we call 
a little fous. i 


«© Fremblez, huritains, faites des voeux ; 
«¢ Voil4 le maitre dt tonnerre !’ 


This is at leaft what our priefts wifhed us to believe, 
without believing it themfelves. A Parifian, who was fick, 
was confeffed by a conftitutional prieft, and had received 
what was then called the daticum. His relations laid hold 
of his confcience, and perfuaded him that this communion 
availed nothing. The fick man receives the facrament of 
a refractory prieft, and-{ays in expiring, “It would be 
“< very unfortunate if neither of thefe communions fhould 
“* be good!” . . 

- After the affair of Pontarfon, a volunteer having been 
made prifoner by the Chouans, was carried before their 
general, who, after having fhaved him himfelf, fent him 
to a prieft, who afked him. which he preferred, the confti- 
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tutional or refractory priefis?» The volunteer anfwered, 
“ that he made ufe neither of the one nor the other.” ‘On this 
anfwer he was condemned to be fhot, and he was fhot. 
They call Aoffie a little leaf of pafte of the form of a 
fous, of which a prieft, were he the moft confummate 
villain, by means of four Latin words, made a god. A 
ci-devant marchionefs was on her death bed; a non-juring 
prieft having brought her the viaticim clandeftinely in his 
breeches, fhe made fome difficulty to fwallow it, pretend- 
ing that zt /melt of his pocket. Itis fince faid that the non- 
juring priefts make ufe of no foffies but fuch as are a la 
fleur @ovange. ' | 


CHAP. CLXXXIX. 
AMELIORATION. | 


We cannot hear, without the moft lively emotions of. 
pleafure, that there are at prefent at the Hotel Dieu two. 
hundred and fifty empty beds, and that each fick perfon 
has one to himfelf. The ufual mortality in this hofpital 
under the old regime was thirteen perfons a day. It is at 
prefent only two in fix days. | 

. The national lottery, which I have re-created, gives milk 
to foundlings, foup to the fick, and dreflings to the 
wounded. The hofpitals are in general better kept, and 
charity has no longer that filthy and difgufting front which - 
disfigured its divine character. 


chants Sica aad 
CHAP. CXC. 
PRIVIES AT THE PALAIS-ROYAL. 


He was not an injudicious man, who, feeing at the 
Palais-Royal the reftaurateurs eftablifh themfelves in fo 
great a profufion, and as near each other as holes in a 
wafp’s neft, caufed privies to be conftruéted for thofe who 
dine at 18 livres a head. He imagined that fo many ftuf- 
fed turkeys, fo many falmon, fo many Weftphalia — 

fo) 
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fo many wild boars’ heads, fo many Bologna fawfages, 
fo many patés, fo many liqueurs, fherbets, ices, and le- 
monades, would find there, en dernier analyfe, their 
common refervoirs; and that in making it fpacious-enough, 
and, above all, commodious enough for fo many people 
who make a matter of pleafure of every thing, the caput 
mortuum of the kitchens around would become a mine of 
filver to him. | | 
In reality, what proves the good fenfe of the fpecula- 


tor is, that his refervoir brings him an annual revenue of 


at leaft eleven to twelve thoufand livres. 

This man carried on nearly the fame trade as the em- 
peror Vefpatian, who farmed out the privies of Rome; 
his foa, under the guife of raillery, reproached him for 
his avarice; the emperor took out a piece of money, and 


put it under the nofe of his fon; There, faid he, do you 


think it fmells amifs? a 

It is at the Palais-Royal, that in every mode the gold 
which arifes from what is moft corrupt and abominable 
leaves no bad fmell behind it. O poor mortals! behold 
then how ye: are fafhioned ! 


i 


CHAP. CXCh 0 
UNLIMITED LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 


I wave feena generation of men of letters, the moft 
celebrated of this age, and of thefe men, there is not one, 
I affirm, who would not have rejected this unlimited li- 
berty; they have no need of it for the production of 
thofe coutageous writings, which have thrown fo much 
light amongft us. In their wideft wanderings they always 
preferved a fort of decency; they never brutalized either 
their language, their opinions or their perfons; they knew 
that truth has a progreffive march; they often repeated this 
maxim, Would you put one power more on your fide, put ju/- 
tice. 

You muft always write in the name of the people, it 
is faid; and there is not an hundredth part of the people 
whe know how to read, and not a thoufandth who can 
diftinguith truth from falfehood. That portion of the people 

a . Oe = whe 
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who are fiticeré are agreed on this head ; and in their ig- 
horance on evéty queftion, they confult rather a man’s 
honefty than his talents. 

For this reafon, thé calummiator endeavours above all 
to decry thé moral charactér of the republican: ‘The 
venontous ferpent léaves always a poiforious flime on the 
humid trace of his paflage ; fo the wicked man applauds 
_ himfelf internally for the dangerous feeds which he has 
thrown itito evety mind. | 

Morande, infamous at London as well as Paris, has had 
many imitators amongit tis; we have feen thofe men ap- 
pear in bands, who made unbluthingly a trade of calumny. 
We may fay that its tooth is fo worn out that its gums 
have overgrown it; it has dared to fully me with the 
name of royalift; I who have conftantly attacked royalifm 
coricealed under the matk of Jacobinifm ; I whofe pen is 
fo independent; yes, I have always feen an ér¥or, a dan- 
ger, a fhare, in thé affociation of thefe words, Unlimited 


Liberty of the peg 
It was at firft clalnied by the ferocious Mountaineers, 


when they fought to abufe it. They afterwards changed 
their battery, when they faw that this fame liberty un- 
matked themfelves; and when it was faid of them, that 
they carried in their hands the Jitle key, {potted with the 
blood of Bluebeard; the more you wipe and rub it, the 
redder the {pot appeats. | Figs 

The defpotifin of the mob is the worft of all defpotifms ; 
it was that which invented and propagated the doctrine of 
the unlimited liberty of the prefs. Baboeuf became leader 
of the mob: after Marat ; they have had plenty of rivals, 
and fucceffors: it was who fhould imitate them in mob- 
bifm. 
All the art of thefe vile wretches was to affect mobbifh 
forms and expreffions, which feduced and deluded the 
multitude. Every mob-writer might pufh his lies and im- 
pudence as far as he thought proper: he was fure to meet 
with encouragement.. a 

It was under the poigtads, the clubs, arid the fabres 
of the murderers, that thé famous nomination for Paris 
was made in 1792; and which fent to the convention fo 
many men of fanguinary principles. I declared at the 
time, folemnly and publicly, every thing which was to 
be expected from them. | 

What was the origin of all the fucceeding crimes? The 
unlimited liberty of the prefs; the cruel levity with which 
we glided over crimes which ought to have roufed a 

min 
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mind with indignation, Thefe horrors were juftified in 
pamphlets; the atrocious letters of Albitte, of Fouche, of » 
Laporte, and of Collot d’Herbois, were reprinted with 
affeGtation ; and while on whatever fide they turned them- 
-felves, the French found nothing but robbers who plun- 
_ dered, and wolves who devoured them, infamous news- 
writers, with the fame fort of barbarifin, applauded every 
thing moft ative and moft{horrible, which terror, falutary 
terror, to make ufe of their own exprefiion, could in- 
{pire. . 

I heard a young man called Vincent, about twenty or 
twenty-two years old, of an atrocious character, and whofe 
paffions were fet afloat by the revolution, which had made 
him a real cannibal, fay, that thefe publications were 
- miore republican than all the- writings of Mably. 

Malliard and Renfin held the fame language to me; 
one was commander of the revolutionary army, the other 
had been one of the prefidents of the butcheries of Sep- 
tember. Couthon fhrugged up his fhoulders when we 
fpoke of the books of Rouffeau refpecting government, 
and faid he underftoad nothing about it, 


CHAP. CXCIL. 


PUNS. 


Av the time of the inftallation of the executive direc- 
tory, the royalifts, lofing all hope, exercifed their puny 
vengeance by fcribbling infulting or malignant libels on 
the watch-boxes even of the centinels, who were not Ar- 
guiles. Not far from the directorial palace we read thefe 
words, which were eagerly caught at by the ignorant mul- 
.titude ; Aduaufaciure de cires a frotter., They repeated alfo 
this phrafe, in allufion to the penury of our, armies at 
that time: Nous ne poxvons continuer la guerre avec cing car- 
touches. Another faying was, Les Anglais ne fe de-Pitt- 
eront, que quand les Francais fe feront de-Barras-fés. 

This fkirmifh of the angry punfters was as fhort as it 
was feeble. The direftory took its footing, defpifed the 
epigrammatifis, and went on with firmnefs, After all the 
thocks, the difcouragements, the difcredit, the fears of 
good citizens, after the daring attempts of the emigrants, 

the 
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the’ avowed enemies of the revolution, and the tricks of 

non-juring and refraétory priefts, they re-eftablifhed order’ 

‘and peace. They were great, firm, and moderate. Every 

fenfible: man attached himfelf to them, as to a majeftic 

regulator. Their eulogium is in the aftonifhment and ter- 
' gor of the cabinets of foreign princes. 


CHAP. CXCIIf. . 


CONDORCET. 

As the death of Condorcet caufed an univerfal fenfa- 
‘don, every one is naturally anxious to know the circum- 
ftances which attended it. Here is what has been trani- 
mitted to me by an eye-witnefs. ‘ Arrefted at Clamars, in 
a cabaret which hunger had preffed him to enter, he was 

taken to the committee of the place (for the fmalleft vil- 

' Jages had their committees of fans-culottes) interrogated, 
and fearched; he declared that his name was Simon, an old 
_domeftic. They found neither paper, certificate, or paflport 
-on him, but an Horace, in the blank pages of which were fome 
lines written with a pencil, and in Latin, which made a 
member of the committee, who interrogated him, very 
wifely obferve, Zhow tellef? us that thou art a fervant, but I 
frould be much fooner inclined to believe that thou art one of thofe 
ci-devants, who formerly képt fervants. "The refult of the ex- 
amination was the fending the quidam to the diftri€t of 
Bourg d’Egalité, to be done with as fhould be further 
ordered. “Tvvansferred on foot by an armed efcort, the 
unhappy man could not go farther than Chatillon, where 
he. drept down with hunger and fatigue. They were 
obliged to borrc-v a, horfe of a vine-drefler of this lait 
commune, and he was led to the diftri€t which ordered 
him to be imprifoned. 

Thrown into a damp dungeon, without bed or food, 
they forgot him ‘or forty-eight hours. The keeper went 
to vifit him the third day only after his entrance; he 
was ftretched out lifelefs on the floor. It is-unneceflary 
after that to wafte one’s felf in conjectures onthe caufe of 
his death ; the truth is, that he had not time te finifh his 
repaft ir the cabaret at Clamars, and that he died of 
hunger in his dungeon, which he had entered entirely 

exhautted : 
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exhaufted: and this perhaps alfo is the reafon why this 
event, which ought naturally to have made fome noife, 
has remained fecret to this moment, and fuggefted the 
idea of his having taken poifon. | 

In the laft interview which I had with Condorcet, I 
gave him anitinerary for Neufchatel, in Switzerland, by 
means of which he might avoid Befangon, Pontarlier, and 
pafs the Doubs. a | : 

Condorcet had forefeen the reign of thofe men of blood, 
who have brought the moft glorious of revolutions into 
deteftation, and imprinted it with their characters of 
folly and ferocity. The fame men were foon to aflaffi- 
nate twenty-two reprefentatives of the people; to punith 
them for their information, their virtue, their courage, 
and, above all, for the knowledge which they had of 
the vile and criminal intrigues which the agents 
of the foreign powers carried on with fo much 
audacity. It is not aftonifhing that thefe afaffins calum- 
niated their memory ; but every thing which has been faid 
of them and Condorcet will foon give way to the over- 
powering and terrible fplendor of truth: and we fhall fee 
that there was neither jigh treafon in the twenty-two, nor 
weaknefs in the philofepher; we fhall fee that the incon- 
ceivable oppreffion which weighed on the people, and on 
the national convention, its own confeflion, has given birth 
to actions which could have belonged only toa Socrates, a 
Plato, anda Penn; for they themfelves would have been 
murdered, or would have been condemned to filence, 
amidft that dreddful tempeft of thunder, armed for the 
deftraétion of genius, philofophy, and even common fenfe. 
What then could human reafon do? Nothing. — 

We may however reproach Condorcet for having given 
an opinion in the trial of Lewis the KVIth, fo indectfive, 
fo tortuaus, and fo embarraffed, that every one exclaime4 
at the time, that the philofopher had fpoken really like a 
child. : | 

Condorcet and Lavoifier were not able to find a hid- 
ing-place; the laft of the Brutus exclaimed, “ Virtue, 
thou art but an empty name!” Thefe two celebrated 
men might have addreffed the fame memorable apoftrophe 
¢o friendfhip. ! | 
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CHAP. CXCIV. 
BLACK COLLARS. 


Our black collars had formed-a plan (fo the report 
goes) of hiring all'the vacant lodgings that furround the 
Luxemburg. It is even faid that they want to hire the 
feminary of St. Sulpice, in order to form it into a kind 
of barrack, which would give them the means of feizing 
the favourable moment to fall, with arms in their hands, 
on the directory, who fmiled at the menaces of its feeble 
enemies. . : . 

What is'a black collar? I divide them into three claffes; 
the emigrants, the cowards who deferted from the armies, 
-or withdrawn themfelves from the requifition by means of 
money or intrigue, and that vile herd of effeminate petzt- 
- gtaitres, whofe exifterice is fearcely perceptible except in 
theatres and ladies’ dreffing-rooms, and whofe whole merit 
confifts in ridiculoufly aping the follies of the day, 
and in their daily change of manners, language, and dreds, 
Thefe laft are only caterpillars, who crawl about and gnaw 
the bark of the tree of liberty. _ 

I read in the abridged dictionary of natural hiftory, that 
there is akind of caterpillar, furnamed the livery. After 
having given a defcription of this animal, the writer ter- 
minates his article by thefe words; “ It is neceflary to de- 
“ ftroy this fpecies of caterpillars as foon.as you perceive 
“ them.” 


CHAP. CXCV. 
TO THE STOCKHOLDERS. 


STOCKHOLDERS, unfortunate clafs! and entitled to the 
fympathy of every feeling heart, what would become of 
you if a royalift re-a€tion fhould take place in Paris, and 
meet with fuccefs? You have no other titles than fuch as 
are new, and which the defpot would not acknowledge. 
He would tell you, “ The titles which my predeceffors 

7 . “ gave 
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'_* gave youhad at their head, Eewis, by the grace of God,king 
“ of France=-What fignify to me your infcriptions ? I know 
. * nothing about that.” “1 af 
And ye, brave and old warriors, who have fhed your 
blood, ‘and facrificed'a part of yourfelves even in the 
fields of glory for the defence of your country, you would 
be ignominioufly driven from that afylum, where food 
and every comfort is fecure to you until the end_of your 
glorious career. "The defpot would fay,‘ Get out, 
* wretches, who have borne arms for the republic, 
“ inftead of your defending your king, his clergy and his 
“¢ nobility.” . ts | : 


CHAP. CXCVE 
CHANGE IN THE NAMES OF 8TREETS. 


I wave read a geographital proje&t, of which Paris was. 
the map, and the hackney-coachmen the profeflors.' Cer-. 
tainly I fhould rather wifh Paris to be, a geographical chart 
than a volume of the Roman calendar; and‘ the.names of 
faints, with which the ftreets are baptized, cannot be com- 
pared, either for ufefulnefs or harmony, with the names 
of the cities and towns for which it was propofed to,ex- 
change them. On this. plan, the Fauxbourg 5t. Denis 
would have been called the. Fauxbourg of Valenciennes ; 
the Fauxbourg of St. Marceau, the Faxbourg of Mar- 
feilles ; the Place de Greve, the Place.de Zours, or Bourgues, 
&c. 8 
ut ferioufly, if the names. of the ftreets were. to under- 
goachange, thisis a more reafonable and better digefted. 
plan than that fuggefted and put into, execution under. 
the revolutionary regime of fopprefiing the word fant, 

The authors of the laft change. thought they. hack given 
a mortal blow to the catholic religion, in robbing it of the 
ancient honour of confecrating ovr narrow and. filthy 
ftreets; but it was the precandon of a child, who fhuts 
his eyes in fcrambling through thorn bufhes. 

Thefe names of faints, fo long unknown themicives, 
and fo long applied to the ftreets of Paris, reminded the 
inhabitants no more of the apoftles. or martyrs of the 

Vou. ts catthooig, 
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‘catholic religion, than Pelican-ftreet reminds thofe wha 
. erofs it of the manners of the heavy fifhing bird by whofe 


name the ftreet is called. 
- Who is there amongft us, whe is the devot even, that 


in paffing zhe ftreets of St. Honoré, or St. Antoine, thinks 


either of the name or deeds of thefe inhabitants of the 


" fkies? We walk along thefe ftreets as the Englifh walk 


through St. Paul’s at London, the Turks the ftreet of St. 
Sophia at Conftantinople, the Romans the Flaminian ftreet. 
at Rome, without any of them ever thinking on Flaminius, 
or St. Sophia, or St. Paul. There was one. way indeed to 
make us-think of them as Frenchmen, and. that was, to 
forbid-our doing fo ; and this is the wife refolution which, 
eur modern iconoclaftes have adopted. Independent of 
the barbarous hiatus introduced into the language by the 
fuppreffion of the word faint in the ftreets Honoré, Roch, 
Antoine, &c. they have gone dire&tly contrary to their de- 
fign, by placing us between the eafe of habit and the fear 
of pafling for ariftocrats, and forcing us from this very 


_ circumftance to be continually - recalling both our preju- 


dices and their motives. Thus there is not a reafonable 
republican who attaches at prefent the leaft importance to 
this fubje&t ; andif ir were neceflary to make a change in 
the ftreets of. Paris, there is not a man of common fenfe 
who would: not prefer that of the geography of which we 
were fpeaking, which carries with it at leaft a means of in. 


- ftruétion, and a charaéter of originality. — 


CHAP, CXCVIR 
LIBELLERS. 


7 We fearcely know which to be moft aftonifhed at, the 


_ prefumption of certain news-writers, or the credulity of 


' the public, who blindly refer. themfelves to their decifions, 


and who fubfidize them in order to be deceived. What 


confidence, in faé&, can we, have in writers fo rafh as to 


fpeak of every ‘thing without examination, of morality 
without morals, of religion without believing in God, of 


_ literature without well knowing how to read, of political 


economy without elements! What intereft, even of curi- 
efity, could fuch declamatory libellers infpire, who can 
-- Beh 2° ) only 
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only bark, bite, and calumniate ; without views, withou 
means, without fhame, and without country ? £ 

Whatever be the difpofition, which we all have, to read 
every thing with pleafure which bears the chara¢ter of mif-- 
’chievoufnefs, ftill this mifchievoufnefs muft be feafoned, 
and this difpofition be kept up by wit, which can alone in 
the long run pardon the ufe or juftify the excefs of it. © 
» ‘Towhat efteem can thefe men pretend, who do not 
bluth to contradi&t themfelves openly one day after another 
refpeCting the fame perfon,, the fame event, the ‘fame 
.works?. who, on. the recommendation of a filly fellow or 
a bookfeller, cry up to the fkies an obfcure writer whofe 
opinions favour their party, or whofe dinners prifmatize 
their opinions; who, to deck up an old idol, or fatisfy 
their perfonal animofity, let loofe their fury againft,fach 
honeft writers as do not humble themfelves before their 
contemptible pride. _ Beg 0 Th 4g 
_ The punifhment of ridicule is, we mutt confefs, a chaf- 
tifement too mild for thofe fcribblers, writers of yefterday, 
and moftindefatigable calumniators. ‘We cannot conceive 
_-how they fhould pretend to avoid it, or have the impudence 
to complain. . . oe oe ee 

What is this new mode of reafoning? There have been 
great villains in the convention, ‘therefore the’ convention, 
is compofed of villains. ‘The republic has been, from its 
firft foundation, the’ theatre of fa€tions and diforders, there- 
fore no laws or peace can take place in a republic. 

The follies of a court begat the deficit, which begat the 
American war, which begat the hatred of England, which 
begat the faction of Orieans, which begat the fattions of. 
Danton, Marat, and Robefpierre, which begat the Jaco- 
bins, which begat immorality, atheifm, and ftockjobbing, 
which begat the pfeudo-royalitts, which. begat the journal- 
ifts, the libellers, the pamplileteers, of whom we. have 
fpoken, and who, already fergotten, are covered with the. 
mott ineffable contempt. . ; 


\ 
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_ CHAP. CXCVII. 


MHADE OF ROUSSEAU. : 

I went, according to cuftom, to vifit the piliars of the 
dome of the Pantheon, and to examine attentively what , 
we had a right to fear or hope with refpec&t to the 
fate_of this great edifice, which holds every mind in 
fufpenfe. cP Ss | 


Magnificent works, labours of more than half acentu- 
ry, muft you perith in a fingle inftant! Tlooked, my head — 
thrown backward, at thofe majeftic columns, the delicate 
and light foliage of the capitals, thofe lofty and triple 
vaults, and exclaimed, ‘“ Superb pillars! if you muft give 
* way, let it not be at leaft without giving usa laft and 

_ charitable warning.” . en 
. O vain efforts of:art! O too coftly monument! O fruit- 
lefs expences! O. barren pomp! I made. all thefe  re- 
fle€tions as I walked along, when fuddenly [ heard a gen- 
tle figh, which proceeded from a cavern. ~I ftopt, I liften- 
ed, and recollected the. tender and plaintive voice of J. J. 
Rouffeau. . if | 
«“ WhatamI? What dot}do here? I, in a temple! 
* Why have they placed me. here? I repofed fo well in 
* the Ifle of Poplars; it was the aft habitation which I 
** had obtained from friendfhip ;. the birds came to warble 
above my cinerary: urn; the young girls of the neigh-_ 
bouring. hamlet. often covered my tomb with marjoram, 
finging the airs of my Devin du Village. Men have torn 
me'from the Elyfium, where.I enjoyed perfect tranquil- 
lity, and have ‘plunged me. into a cold ftone quarry. 
« Inftead of the fhade. of Fenelon which I fought, I faw 
“«‘ a horrible bloody fpeétre, which took the road of hell: 
he only paffed through, it is true, but he has left in this 
‘ atmofphere a fmell of crimes which cannot be extin- 
« guithed. ee cr as 
« Ah! whoever you be that hear. me, do not reject 
my prayer; let me, be carried back to my ifland; let. 
** me again breathe the, balmy air of the country; let me. 
feel myfelf warmed again by the rays of that fun which 
*€ led me to the adoration of the author. 


‘ea 


ac 


a 


_ © Jam ftifled in this fepulchre; the earth thakes under. 
® my coffin; | hear the. falling of the tottering ftones.;. 
| . thot 
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® thofe who enter fly away affrighted. Immortality is not 
in fafety at the Pantheon.—-Oh! I fhall be more tran- 
guil under the vault of heayen, tinder the cupola which 
does not fall!” oa ham | 
Struck with thefe complainings, I thought it my duty 
to tranfmit them to tlie friends of J. J. Rouffeau; and 
' [joined my prayers that this man of nature might, agree- 

ably to his ardent folicitations, be carried back to Erme« 
honville. 


~ 8 
a nn & 


oe a - sind 


CHAP. CXCIX. ar 


SECTION LEPELLETIER. 
THE exiftence of the capital is a real miracle; it has éf- 
taped the coalition of kings, and its own inteftine divifi+ 
ons; it Has efcaped famine; and when we reflec what 
could have faved it from thislait feourge, we can attribute 
it only to the wealth of moft plentiful autumiis. The cre- 
ation of that multitude of particular diftri@s has wonder- 
fully contributed to favour. an equal diftribution, and has 
given each quarter a central point, which it would have 
been very difficult to have éftablifhed on a general 
lan. ~ 

P How does this city fubfft, betrayed by its magiftrates, 
who were to have opened the gates to the confpirators? 
When the news of the taking of the Baftille, at firftcon- 
fidered at Verfailles as an impofture, foon excitéd at the 
court the terror with which it had infpired us, when every 
countenance grew pale at héaring of our daring and ma- 
jeftic pofition, this great danger was not the laft we had 
totndergo. . A year did not pafs in which our walls were 
‘not threatened with firé, and thé rage of thé-factions, 
which broke loofe in this very great city, féemeéd to have 

no walls {trong enough to reftrain it. cia 
While mercenary writers, falaried by the foreign 
powers, never ceafed boafting, with equal extravagance 
and perfidy, of the perfect tranquillity of this city, and the 
majefty of its primary and permanent affémblies, whilft 
warned by too fatal an experience, we did not ceafe. our- 
felves to infpire a juft miftruft of that deceitful calm, and 
tall the attention of the patriets of 1789 to the feditious 
: invalons, 


i18 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS, 


invafions, the multiplied revolts, and the ultimate attempts 
of thofe primaty affemblies, which a band of fa&tious men 
were ‘plunging into the horrors of civil war, emiflaries 
were fecretly working up the people before whom they 
were. proftrating themfelves in public. The royalifts were 
diggirg a deep abyfs under our feet, while they were 
crowning our heads with their intoxicating’ fowers. 
Wretches! they were perfuming the altar on which they 
withed to facrifice every Parifian, as the author or accom- 
plice of the death of the laft king. 
_We fhall here give fome developements neceffary to 
eftablifh the fa&ts, flight in appeararice, but the confe~ 
‘quences of which might have had the moft murderous influ- 
ence on the fate of the French republic. - 
. _ It was on Thurfday evening, the fecond of Vendemiaire, 
that they attempted at the Palais Royal the game of the 
manceuvres concetted in the cabals of the fection Lepelle- 
tier. It was remembered that a dozen coxcombs infulted 
in the garden the invalids who had cried out; Vive la re- 
- public! Three of thefe infolent young men were arrefted, 
and the reft rari away like a flock of deer at the report of 
afowling-piecen =. . | | 
The 3d Vendemiaire, the fe€tions of the French theatre, 
of Unity, and Lepelletier, took fhoft violent arréts againft 
the convention, made a proclamation of difobedience to 
the decrees accepted by the whole of France, and named, 
according to cuftom, commiffaries to publith their procla- 
“mation and, their refolutions. The evening of the fame 
day people, adroitly fcattered through different pares of the 
city, exclaimed that all the young men were arrefted and 
fent to prifon. - : A: ae : 
The young men, ‘affrighted, affembled in the garden of 
-the Palais Royal; grouns were formed, the moft daring 
projects were propofed; and. whilft fome were employed in 
flirring up their paffions, others were finging the Reveil du 
Peuple. Some one took it into his head to afk, ‘ What 
*¢ are thefe cries and movements about :’—“ A terrorift,”’ 
they called out on the other fide: “ It isa terrorift,” and 
the pretended, terrorift was knocked down. ‘The women 
fled, the-fhops were {hut up, and a torrent of young peo- 
ple rufhed on fucceffively to the -theatres of the republic, - 
of the Rue Feydeau, and the Vaudeville, where they forc-° 
ed the doors, interrupted the plays, and made the actors: 
fing, the Reve:l du Peuple. All thefe preliminaries covered 
the. defign of increafing the rioters, of forming ae 
ee . ;  felyes 
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felves into battalions, and of goirig’ to jattack the cons 
Vention, “oe 

Meanwhile the military forcé was organized, patroles 
circulatéd divided the groups, and broke every hoftile mea- 
fure, which for want of a common point did not ftand the 
ilighteft oppofition. 

At half paft nine thé paflioris were raifed to the higheft 
pitch; a. patrole of grenadiers paffing by were fired at, and 
one of the three fhots ftruck a foldier in the head. This 
was the fignal of war, thé critical nioment; and if the ' 
erenadiers had: beén as forward to repulfe that otitrage as 
their enemies had been to commit it, there is ‘no doubt : 
but Paris would have bécome a royal Vendée ; that: was 
what was wanted ; but unfhakeén in their duty, thefe brave 
foldiers, having had no orders to firé, ftopt motionlefs after 
prefenting their bayonets. It was on this oécafion that the 
cowardice of thefe mifcreants manifefted itfelf; not hav- 
ing fudeceded in cauifing the matlacre of the whole of 
this intrepid patrole, they ran through the city, crying out 
that the corivention had fired on thé people, arid calling 
To arms! the ftreets re-echoed nothing but’ thofe words, 
To arms! to arms! ‘Down with the convention! the fec-. 
tions for éver! _ . —, ” Sy. eee 

Silly leaguers ! you ‘had riot counted on fo much firtfi- | 
nefson the patt of the*inhabitants of this city; you had 
thought, in the towering prefumption of your ambitious 
projects, that all Paris would be fhaken by -your cries, 
would march at your orders, arid would facrifice to -yout : 
pleafure, liberty, property, trépofe, hope, every thing, 
even life. Vain was your outcry that the convention had. 
fired on thé people ; the people, fo often deceived by your 
royal manseuvres, were refolved to fee and underftand before 
they acted. es a - ee 
_ .This fatal temporifation ruined you; all this fcaffolding 
of crimes and folly was crufhed under the weight of truth: 

At eleven, every thing had difappeared. © The: conventi- * 
on, while thefe pigmies were hovering aroundit, affembled 
at eight, but without debating, and at half after ten the 
committees of government entered the hall. On this fit- 
ting, oné of the moft memorable of the convention, feem- 
ed to hang the deftiny of France: evéry one viewed with 
horrer this {candalous war between the national convention 
and a puny fraction of the nation, called for vigorous and 
_perfevering meafures ; every heart animated with the fame’ 
fentiment, that of dying: rather than yielding, rallied ta 
the fame ftandard, that of the republic. ; 

aac CHAP, 
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CHAP. CC. 
HIRED BALLAD-SINGERS. 


_, We cannot take four fteps in the ftreets of Paris with- 
out feeing ballad-fingersamounted on ftools ; who, when 
they have drawn the multitude around them by the found 
of fome inftrument, begin a dialogue of their own compo- 
fition. Thefe means were not neglected during the revo- 
lution. All the licentious maxims of demagogy pafied 
. through the organs of thefe vile vagabonds. | 
_ Broken by the tortures of the revolutionary regimie, we 

heard thefe murderous. ballad-fingers in the evenings at the 
Palais-Royal, howling out, Zo the guillotine, Capet, to the 
guillotine, attended by furious looking wretches with fabres 
in their.hands. Thefe fame ballad-fingers carried on biers 
men who. were wounded in the affair of the 10th of Au- 
guit,, and paraded through the hall of the convention, 
calling for vengeancéin their brutal fongs. All the names 
which entered into the compofition of the famous inftru- 
ment of punifhment were worked up into gay couplets for 
the amufement of thé mob. Droll expreflions were con- 
fecrated to reprefent the action of the fatal plank, and the 
fall of the guillotined heads. The death of the condemn- 
ed was accompanied by taunting irony, and jefts were 
annexed to every funétion and the leaft movements of the 
executioner. . _ . . 

Marat, Chabot, Robefpierre, and d’Orleans, were fang 
‘by thefe proftituted mouths. On the ioth of Auguft thefe 
men had hid themfelves, waiting the event of the combat. 
The ballad-fingers metamorphofed them at once into he» 
roes armed and fighting, for thefe cowards were anxe- 
ious to be reputed brave. . | 

We have heard their violins ftrumming out eternal dit- 
‘ties on the murder of Lepelletier St. Fargeau; and when 
the murderer blew out his brains (as they faid, but which I 
do not believe) on the bed of an inn where people had 
. entered to feize his perfon, the fame ballad-fingers evoked 
. all the furies of hell to torture him; and a clerk of the 
criminal tribunal, who was called Paris, dared no longer 
bear that name,’ but took that of Fabricius. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCI. 


MAIMED SOLDIERS. 


Au! who isthe man, that without being affected, cati 
fftieet in the ftreets thefe men covered with honourable 
’ wounds, which bring to our recollection thofe terrible 
battles in which they have beén received? We {till find 
in the countenanices of thefé young mutilated heroes the 
ftamp of that courage Which animated them in combat’; 
and if our eye could pénetrate under their gatments, ‘how 
many other glorious {cars fhould we yet difcover! 

How many men without legs, without arms, without 
nofe, chin, or mouth! Every where we difcover hideous 
traces of the cruelties of war. O deteftable kings! ye 
who are leagued againft our infant republic, thinking toe 
annihilate it! ye who. wifhed to enilaye us, and who en- 
tered on our foil with your powerlefs thunders, ye. are the 
authors of thofe fad mutilations; humanity bears witneis 
againft you; but what account do you make of humanity, 
provided infatiable pride cemtents tle crown on your 
heads! . 

‘Look at thefe foldiers, who have efcaped the chance of 
war! ‘They have left on the fields of victory the haif of 
themfelves. “Let us ftop from gratitude ; let us ftand up, 
arid let that wooden leg pafs by; let us ftretch out our 
hands to the blind man, and pick up the {nuff-box or 
handkerchief of him who has loft hisarm. 

Tt was propofed that every centinel f{hould prefent arms 
whenever a maimed foldier pafled. J am forry that this 
motion was not carried into full execution. What repub- 
Tican does not feel his patriotifm receive a new degree of 

‘force and courage in feeing thofe deplorable victimsof the 
blind vengeance of the powers coalefced againft a generous 
people. They were willing todeftroy a fhameful govern-_ 
ment which weighed upon them, and cowardly tyrants 
have dared to call. them to account; they have given this 
account at Turin, at Venice, at. Rome, at Berne, at. 
Mentz, at Amfterdam, at the gates of Vienna. Thefe 
mutilated young men place before my eyes thofe rapid 
and immortal conquefts, and it is in paying my ‘refpects 
to their ftumps that I perceive the.arms of their comrades 
/ planting. 
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planting on the foreign foils thé three-coloured flag. OG 
preferitiments of the moft juit_and moit memorable of 
-vidtories, donot deceive me! [I never fail to fhew a mark 
‘of fenfibility or refpeét whenever I meet thefe’ mutilated 
- men, thofe warriors whom my eyes. follow in- their flow 
and painful motions, till I feel them moiftened with 
tears. a in goo - 
A mechanic has made wooden légs of fo fimple and 
happya conftruétion, that when they are covéred with 
a ftocking ora fhoe, the eye. cannot diftinguifh whether or. 
not itis homogeneous with ¥.1e body to which it is faft- 
ened. . a _ a 
In general, certain hilarity reigns in the countenance 
of thefe mutilated foldiers ; and from the decency of their 
appearance, we fee that the republic is attentive to their 
food and maintenance. ae a oe 
_ When we enter the houfe of the invalids, w. nd the 
air, which was formerly infefted, now pure; the kitchens 
are clean, and, fince the republican regime, are common, 
The revolution has operated various happy changes in the 
interior government of this.interefting depot. The choice 
pieces. of meat no longer -turn on triple rows of {pits for’ 
the officers only, the food is the fame for all, and this is. 
good and beneficent equality. -_ 4 | 


Each table is compofed of twelve foldiers,\ and is fur= : 


nifhed with foup, boiled beef, ‘a plate of vegetables, and 
half a pint of unadulterated wine toeach man. a 


Men, robuft as Hercules, bearing with fteady ftep .and 
mufcular arm hand-barrows loaded with dithes, bring to re- 
membrance thofe who, in the triumphs of Alexander, carry 
the inftruments of the facrifices. ee 

When we vifit this immenfe houfe, placed with a rior- 
thern afpect in the midft of a plain, and which feemg, from 
this happy pofition, to breathe the pure air of the adjacent 
country, we no longer find the beautiful marble ftatues: 
of the chapels within ; they had been taken down from 
their bafe, ranged fymmetrically in the court of the porti- 

co, and thefe images of bifhops prefented to the eye of the 

fpeftator the femblance of a council. The external part 
of this.edifice offers at prefent only the fhadow of its form- 
er, glory. | . a ee ee he & 

The dome fill preferves, in f{pite of the deftroying 
hammers of the Vandals of, 1793, the noble remains of 
its elegant and, majeftic attitude. _ 

: , The 
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The church is naked and thoroughly ranfacked ; the al- 
tar, on which were ereéted fix gilt columns of | dazzling 
fplendour, is buried under. the duft .of demolitions; caps’ 
of liberty have replaced the fleurs de lys, and it coft im- 
menfe fumsto efface them at the higheft corners, which 
operation was called /ans-culottifing the royal dome. 

We fhall never more fee venerable foldiers, whitened 
under arms, worfhipping God with fervour, and mingling’ 
in their pious fongs the name of thie founder of this 
afylum. | ie aN 


CHAP. CCIL 


PRINTING OFFICES. 


Tuere. were formerly only thirty-fix printers in. Paris, 
and thefe were privileged. ‘The revolution has overthrown 
thefé abfurd privileges. A printing-prefsis my writing-deik, 
and that of every good or bad author. . They have mul- 
tiplied fo aftonifhingly, that the prefs, after having done fo © 
much good, threatens a fatal cataftrophe. It is the rotten-_ 
nefsof the egg, corruptio optimi péffima. bo ae esa 

But how, will it be faid, make a repreffive law! ‘There - 
is fcarcely an houfe in Paris where there is not a prefs, ei- 
ther in the ceilar or the garret, and in the out-houfes two or 
three newfpaper writers. | 

You may well imagine that all royalifts and ariftocrats 
encourage thefe writers in undermining a government 
which is odious to them; and why fhould not this regi-. 
ment of fcribblers fancy themfelves a power, when they fee 
themfelves introduced even into the hall of the legiflative 
body, and that there is but a bench which feparates them 
from the legiflators? Is not the power, which they have 
affamed, of flandering, criticifing, and proclaiming their 
fatires morning and evening, an authority undifputed? and 
how, then, fuppofe it lawful? The journalidt will tell 
you that it is infallible, and for that reafon become irre- 
proachable. gis. £ oe fee oe 

It is with this fort of logic that the journalift calls him. 
felf alegiflator, legiflator of the ftreets, whofe decrees are” 
publifhed at every corner, and parade along the kennels. 
What more authentic! what is the broken véice that 
{peaks at the tribune compared with that of the Stentor 

ss whe 
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who cai awaken a whole diftrid, and which hears the 
_ proclamation_in all its force and plenitude? 
* Journalifts will be the everiafting defpair of govern- 
ments ; they have nothing to, fear but themfelves, that is 
to fay, the contempt into which they are falling by their 
own extravagancies; they have taken large fteps to- 
wards it. | es 
. There are countries where a woman may make a de- 
claration that fhe wifhes to be a courtezan or public girl ; 
fhe receives a certificate, and enjoys the unlimited hberty 
of proftituting herfelf. ‘There are two clafies of journal- 
jfts, the one are in féarch of truth, and with to fpeak it, 
but with referve, and with a fort of refpe@t for the public 
and themfelves. In order that this truth might become 
univerfal, they give it a decent phyfiognomy, and they 
know that a certain air of wifdom will caufe it to be adopt- 
ed. The others drive their pen headlong, and bolt out 
their affertions, affeét a ftyle of fatire, though. nature has 
‘not endowed them with the talent; mingling cenfure, 
- farcafm, and ‘raillery, and confounding all diftinGions. 
Every phrafe is good for them, provided it be cauftic ; truth 
to them is the groan of the offended. To. envenom: the 
ations of a public man is the way to make him walk up- 
right. Every adminiftration, every authority, is tyranni- 
cal, when it is not in periect obedience to their ideas ; 
every government is corrupted and affaffinable, wherein 
it thwarts their aritifocial productions. 
Thefe writers fhould therefore clafs themfelves into ra- 
tional and feditious journalifts; and the public, inftructed 
by the fign, would: learn that there is as. much diftance 
between two men who write periodically, as between a 
furzeon who makes an anatomical operation, and the but- 
ches who cuts up an ox. - 7 a . 
The licentioufnefs of the prefs lafted’till the 18th Fruc- 
tidor; the ‘fcandal, without having entirely ceafed, has 
been dimiriifhed fince that ¢pocha, becaufe the directory 
has the right of putting the feals on the anti-republican 
prefles ; but the incorrigible journaltit begins again on the 
morrow with another writing-defk. Quick! give thefe 
fcribes their certificates of infamy ! cre 
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CHAP. CCI - 
_WAREHOUSEMEN, oi 


He who firft.faid that the tradefmen had formed .the 
project of degrading the coin, thought he only faid a bon > 
mot, while he afferted a truth. .lt is very true, that whe- 
ther it be far want of arms, or want of moral reftraint, 
commodities have been raifed to. fuch a height that the 
moft able obfervers are ignorant of the caufe, and 
unable to explain it. | so 

We can eafily conceive how colonial preduce, fuch as 
fugar, coffee, pepper, indigo, cotton, keep at fo high a 
price ; there are two.caufes which are evident, the devafta- 
tion of the colonies, and the rate of infurance, 

_ But indigenous commodities, fuch as wine, brandy, oil, 
wool, papers, grain, and every thing the produce of our 
own foil, and which we have, fo abundantly . reaped. fo} 
thefe three years paft, with which warehoufes and markets 
are filled, why fhould thefe augment every day? Why 
is the price of to-morrow higher than that of the preceding 
day? Unlefs there was a general hail-{torm over the land, 

or a drought, it required twenty years formerly to change 
the prices of common commodities; at prefent, it requires 
only twenty-four hours, and the will of a warehoufeman. 
ef the ftreet St. Denis, 


CHAP. CCIV, 


‘I AM A MODERE, 

\ F 
UnbeER. covert of night, in filence, under feerefy, 
without forms, defpotifm and private hatred fhut up citizens 
by thoufands. People were arrefted not only at midnight, 
but were likewife treated in the moft favage and humiliat- 
jing manner. ‘The committee of public fafety had created 
an infinite number of fubordinate di€tatorfhips; and the 
citizens, fpoiled of their rights, miferable, trembling, and 
‘gumb before their tyrants, appeared before a murderous 
Be ad tribunal, 
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tribunal, where their ears were ftruck with only one cry: 
Death! Death! : 

There is no exaggeration in ftating that thefe tyrants 
had the impudence to infinuate that the two-thirds of 
France were fcoundrels, and that it was neceflary to ex- 
terminate fixteen millions of men to render the reft free, 
The revolutionary tribunal was the “amphitheatre, which, 
like that of-old, contained wild beafts commiffioned to 
execute the fentence of death. And I alfo was condemned 
to the beafts; for it wasibeing fo, to fall into the hands of 
Fouquier Tinville and all his rofian horde, and be impri- 
foned till my turn came. © 

But-though the French nation breathes again, though 
its numerous phalanxes rally round the power which it has 
freely erected; though: every heart dilates with joy, we 
‘can fcarcely venture to pronounce the word moderation; it 
has not yet refumed therank fuitable to its dignity. 

The traveller fteps afide to make way for the torrent ; 
but when that torrent, which roiled in every crime, has 
ceafed to flow, why are we ftill ftruck with refpe¢t for the 
den of the cannibals? What an oppreflion muft every 
‘mind have laboured under,- when they have fo much diffi- 
culty in refuming their former attitudes. Roufe yourfelves © 
with me, brave republicans! let me infpire you with the 
courage to fhew yourfelves worthy of liberty! ye who have 
made the tyrants of the univerfe tremble, can you remain 
unworthy of the high deftiny to which you are called! 
‘and can you continue to tremble before thofe whom you 
ought to punith! But you will tell me, that they will 
_cry out againft moderanti{m. What fignifies the word, ‘pro- 
vided you are juft! Iam delighted with that moderanti/m 
which renders me humane,’ “tolerant, refleftive ; if that ‘is 
to be a modéré, I am fo: I have deferved the hatred of 
the great patriots of the day, and in that I have fucceeded 
to my withes ; for if they efteemed me, I fhould not efteem 
rayfelf. ‘What calm! what ftupor! what lethargy! Si- 
lence and annihilation hover over you, republicans ! 
You fleep, and counter-revolution is on the, watch. Of 
“the tyranny’ of Robefpierre there is nothing extinguifhed 
‘but the tyrant; his horrible fyftem furvives him. Thefe 
-words-were written to Robert Lindet, to which he.has giv- 
en no anfwer. aa at 7 

“« You, covered in part with the. blood of France’; you, 
« one of the inventors of. the revolutionary tribunal, who, 
“onthe roth of March, undertook to bring forward a 
- gol abominable. proje&t ; who were defirous that this 
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i triburial fhould condemn without trial and without j jury ; 
«¢ who, on that day, made even Barrere bluth, and drew 
oa from him the reproach that you. effaced the moft fero= 
rocious of defpots ; you, the companion, the valet, the 
“ official defender of our executioners; you, who declar- 
ed that you concurred with them i in tefponfikility for 
* the death of our moft enlightened citizens, that of my 
“ worthieft friends, that of the unhappy Lavoitier, whofe 
** genius has illumined, and will for’ a long time illumine, 
s every clafs of {cience, humanity, and the world; that 
“ of the illuftrious and.refpeCtable Malefherbes, whofe 
_ head ought to have been guaranteed by national honour, 
whole and entire, if fhe. voice of honour could then 
‘‘ have been heard; that of the intrepid Beauharnais, of 
the virtuous Andrew Chenier, of the feeling Rouchar, 
“ of the amiable and generous. ‘Trudaines, &c. &c.; that 
** even of fo many women, whofe charms were equal to 
“‘ their innocence, and who never could have been facri- 
. ficed to the fury of our civil difcords, but by the moft 
** execrable barbarity. How dare you fpeak, write, print, 
“ nay, even threaten? How dare you think, or pretend - 
~“ that you can in any mode become ufeful to the ftate, 
_ & thew yourfelf, or mingle in public affairs? How can 
-€ you look at your hands? ‘The wandering ghofts, do 
. they not thake the curtains of your bed? Try ta 
4s flee |» 

The Modérés have formed a difting fe i in the revolu- 
tion; around which the unfortunate, the undecided, and 
indifferent parties, that is, the greater. number, have al- 
ways arranged themfelves, This fe&t ought on this account 

to have alw ays had the afcendancy, if the terror which 
always prevailed in revolutionary moments had not given 
a fapernatural fuperiority to, the exertions of the fmaller 
number. » 

The Modérés have been, odious to the counter-revoluti- 
onifts, inafmuch as they were obedient to the majority, 
and feemed thereby to concur with them; but they have 
been a thoufand times more odious to the frantic revolu- 
tionifts, becaufe they were an aftive. reproach to, the. con- 
du& of thofe enfuriated men; and particularly becaufe the 

-revolutionifts fotefaw that ‘the’ ‘Moilérés would be an ob- 
ftacle to their exclufive ufur pation ‘of the authority of the 
. republic, which, more than the love of their country, was 
the objet of all their fury. | 

The. exalperated revolutionifts carried on therefore a 
more terrible war againft the Modérés than againft the 

counter-. 
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counter-revolutionifts ; and the moft deplorable vidtims of 
the revolution are in this deferving eftimable clafs, who 
_were always ftrangers to vengeance. _ . 
* The Modérés followed the revolution, but did not make 
it: they followed it, becaufe they faw that the incurable 
corruption of our old regime had rendered it infallible, 
and that it was in the decrees of fate: they did not make 
‘the revolution, beeaufe contributing to a revolution, which 
muft neceffarily render an infinite number unhappy, is a 
miffion to which no honeft man will think himfelf call- 
ed. — ' 

- But now that the revolution is made, now that all thefe 
energetic and cruel men who have ferved the revolution, 
or rather of whom the revolution has made ufe in order 
to unfold itfelf, now that all thefe ferocious men have 

been worn out by the revolution, and that none remain 
_ except the favage fubalterns, who are continually wearing 

away by their powerlefs. efforts, it is for the Modérés to 
confolidate a work which ought no longer to be expofed 
to revolutionary agitations, and which ought in fhort to 
be brought back to the pure motives which caufed it to be- 
undertaken. ee . = % 

We owe it to the Modérés, that the revolution has not 
been carried to that pitch of cruelty, to which all France 
has but too well learnt that they wanted to puth it ; for it 
is well known that nothing lefs was meditated, than bury- 
ing under the ruins of their inheritances a third of the in-_ 
habitants of thofe fine countries. The conftant oppofiti- 
on of the Modérés retarded and reprefled thofe matflacres, 
which were fo atrociouflycombined ; and when the anger 
of the people began to be appeafed, when they were 
_ themfelves overwhelmed with. confternation at the horrors 

to which they had been excited in the delirium of their 

frenzy, the Modérés feized the moment when new exceff- 
es were about to coyer us with ftili greater difhonour, and 
roufed the whole repubiic. The whole of the people fe- 
conded them, wearied and afhamed of fo many atrocities, 
and the eth Thermidor took place. _ —— 

‘The 9th Thermidor and the 14th July are the two days 
of the revolution, in which the French have been perfe&- — 
ly unanimous; on thofe days they appeared. in mais, and 
their fovereignty was ftriking and decifive. It is from thefe 
‘two days that we ought to draw alt the refults of the reve- 

lution. Re . 

Qn the 14th July, the people faid, Ve will be free! the 
gth Thermidor, they faid, Ve will be jut! and itis gees 

. se is a $i, au y. 
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‘and juftice which ought to condué. the revolution. to. its , 
happy termination. - © Bhat, ee 
Thus, if the Modérés have prevented the maffacre of fo 
many French, who were at leaft imprudent; if they have 
had the happinefs to fave fo great a number on the gth of. 
Thermidor, their vart is not’ finifhed; they ought, in the 
name of the fervices which they have rendered, in the © 
name of humanity continually violated, to fave‘from the 
fury of the re-actors all fuch men as have been led away 
by extravagant opinions, and whofe audacious chiefs are no 

more. ek . ha: i 

The deliverers of the gth Thermidor will never fuffer 
an inverted confpiracy to confume another quarter of 
France in’ maflacres not lefs- execrable ; they will not fuf- 
fer a new feé& of affaffins to drive madmen to revolt. 
through defpair, in order to have a pretext for murdering 
them. _ | eg 

It isundoubtedly time that the reign of the law alone 
fhould take place. The people have need of repofe. 
Doubt not, agitators of both patties, but that the people . 
with for repofe, and that they will force you to filence. If 
you entertain hatred, lay it down at the feet of your coun-- 
try. Your relatives, you fay, are dead: ah! how many 
generous citizens are dead in defending their country! 
Did they put an ineftimable price on theityblood ?. and is it 
the blood only of domeftic viétims which fhail be the ob- 
jet of every thought and every remembrance? The bat- 
tle is gained, the victory belongs to the mafs; this is all 
that ought to remain of our violences ; every thing elfe 1s 
partial, and ought to be forgotten. We ought no longer 
to be exclaiming, “‘ Woe to fuch a clafs of men! woe to 
“* fuch another !” butall feelings ought to be confounded ; 
all paffions ought to be abforbed in the only and univerfal 
cry of Vive la Republique! — | 
You who at prefent difturbe the peace of the republic 

by your cries of vengeance, remember with what fincerity 
you preferred that falutdry cry, when the dungeons were 
opened to yowon the gth Thermidor. You were then all 
republicans ; and we thought that on that day we had truly 
founded the republic, by recalling you into its bofom with 
fo deep a fentiment of the return of its beneficence. 
‘Was it you who made this gth Thermidor? Wasit 
not we who felt the need. of forgivenefS and love, and 
who {6 ardently feized the moment of a return to clemen- 
cy. Do not difappoint hopes founded on a pact fo facred ; 
we afk itin the name of the eth Thermidor? The appeal’ 
to that happy day ought to be the talifmanic word, which 
~ VoL. Il. K | fhould 
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fhould diffolve all hatred ; and let it never be pronounced ° 
between men divided by faétions without reftoring them to, 
juftice and to peace. This is what the Modérés have a right 
to demand from their fellow citizens, whom they have. 
ferved in their refpeétive turns ; and this is what they will 
infallibly obtain from every Frenchman, whom they have, 
by fo juit a title, the right of. calling their brothers and their 
triends. ees: i“ ~ ee 

And let it be obferved, that the people take part in this 
reconciliation ; that they afk, invite, and will it. They 
know well that they have fhared the general madnefs; they 
are like that enfuriated miftrefs, who, after having ordered 
the death of a faithlefs lover, cries out to the executioner, 
that he fhould have difobeyed her commands. They are like 
Alexander, who, after having killed his friend, whofe ar- 
rogance had offended him, ‘returns to his nativé genérofity 
and virtue, by manifefting every fign of repentance and 
defpair. We ought to pay attention to their regrets, and 
not pufh our refentment to a point which is unjuftifiable. 
Liften then, movers of both” parties, to the voice of the 
Modérés, and be perfuaded that every mind is fatigued 
with your return to hatred and, cruelty : that it is time to 
forget, if poffible, your madnefs and your fury: and that 
the day which ought to put anend to all thefe exceffes, 
which it is time to finith, is arrived, SA 


a | eg. GS ! 


CHAP, CCV. 


5s 


» THE RUSSIAN AT PARIS. 


He walks, runs, and, glides every where ; he is courte- 
ous and polite; he has no accent by which he can be dif- 
'tinguifhed ; he writes every evening what he has‘heard. I’ 
met him, and difconcerted him with a*fingle word. He 
‘ought to be well paid, for he believes im his emperor as a 
devout muffulman believes in Mahomet. oo. 
“Of all the cabinets of Europe, the cabinet of Ruffiais, 
without contrddi€tion, that which, ’ amidft this general 
tempeft, has fhewn’moft addrefs, and gained moit influ- 
-ence. The emprefs has manifefted the greateft hatred 
againft the French reyohition, and has furnifhed the leaft 
contingent in the war provoked by this hatred. ~~ ~ poe 

; ‘ a: Dg merges GS Fae or 
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For fix years paft numerous fleets are fometimes to fet 
fail from Archangel ; at other times powerful armies are 
to march from the banks of the Dwina; but nothing of all 
that takes place ; and.whilft the effects of thefe menaces 
are waiting for, the very princefs is rounding herfelf in 
Poland, and continues in tranquillity her preparations 
againtt Turkey. © 

But if the puts a word of economy in the effe@tual fuc- 
cours, which fhe never ceafes promifing to her allies, fhe 
_ puts none into the. declarations, manifeftoes, and difpatches, 
which, fromthe interior of her.chancellery, iffue forth to 
feed the flame of war -to the fouthern extremities of 
Europe, 

She has juft given a new proof: of: this. double. policy; 
in the proclamation of fixty thoufand men ready to march, 
and who immediately receive a, counter-order. 

The three quarters and a half of Paris, who know no- 
thing more of Ruffia than they do of China, are alarmed 
at this news; but as every. thing is tranfient in this great 
city, they fell into another. extreme, and confidered Rut 
fia as not making the Mlighteft weight in the political, ba- 
lance. If the Ruffian troops, were ‘at the gates of Paris, the 
people, would not. beheve it. 

The French emigrants were lately advifed to go and 
- conquer Canada; but they were not told where they thould. 
find money and a,fleet. to make this conquett. We, who. 
know that you can never make an adventurer or a bucca- 
neer of an emigrant, we will give them.counfel more fuit- 
able to their cowardice, their want of courage. The.emi- 
grants would: find ueither a, king nor a court in Canada; 
let us.rather direct their march towards that monarch of 
the north, who has. the bowels. of a father for thofe gteat. 
exterminators, who will communicate to him, in, exchange 
for his good. and loyal fervices, the fecret of pouncing like. 
an eagle.on France, and of {wallowing twenty-five. milli- 
ans of republicans as.glibly as a,rentier fwallows. his foup. 
This Benedici, emperor of Ruffia, chow he careffes thefe. 
gentlemen emigrants! how anxious he is to place them at 
the head of his armies, and affign them the moft emi-. 
nent places ! 

Philofophic republicans, you think that.the time of mi- 
racles is paft. Atk Condé what has, juft happened to him 
at the court of, his friend * * #, Emigrants of all deferip- 
tions, if there are,any of you, who have efcaped the vigi- 
lance of Soitin; and the refearches of 77 Do, prick up your 
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ears and liften. * * *, emperor by trade, hadgiven a mag- 
| nificent dinner to the feigneurs of his court, among whom. 
were emigrants of high rank, and among thofe monfeigneur 
the prince of Condé. The dinner was extremely gay ; it 
was agreed to banifh politics from the converfation, and. 
amufe themfetves only with the pleafures of the old court 
of France. At the defert, Condé fuffered a long figh to. 
efcape him, which, by the effect of magnetifm, vibrated 
on the fentimental fibres of the emperor. ‘“ Monfeign- 
“ eur,” fays * * *, “ you are regretting the flefh-pots of 
“ Egypt; is it not true? ' The park, the gardens, the 
 avenués, the drawing-rooms, the furniture of Chantilly, 
“ are gallopping through your head.” Condé anfwers by 
a fecond figh, which carries compunétion into every heart. 
“* Well,” fays ** *, “ I will lead you to Chantilly.” 
Thefe laf words electrified every emigrant prefent at the 
feaft, and who with one accord clap their hands on the 
hilts of their fwords, crying out—“ Vivat, vivat-allons! 
“ —Jet us receive the fignal of departure, and in the 
** twinkling of an eye we will pounce on Paris, and there 
“* we will make quick work with the two councils; we 
“« will exterminate the directory —we——we”’—“* Mode- 
“* rate a little this chevalarefque ardour; Ihave not pro- 
“ mifed to lead Afonfeizneur to Paris,” adds * * *; “ Ido 
“ not mean to go as far” (we give him credit for that,) “ but 
“ to Chantilly. Take your coffee. and liqueur, and we will 
“ go to the chateau.” ’ 

Impatient courfers tranfported in gilt cars the monarch 
and his court to the middle of a vaft park. A magnificent 
chateau wasfeen at a diftance through the avenues. A 
cty of admiration was heard: “(It is Chantilly, it is Chan- 
“tilly!” Condé was befide himfelf ; he fees again his old 
chateau, his Englifh gardens, his bowers, his boudoirs, his 
furniture, his tapeftry, his pictures. * * * had procured 
at a vaft expence drawings of all thofe objects, and had 
watted millions for the execution of this fairy work of a 
new kind. . 

‘This fable ferved to amufe Paris for ‘three days, and 
puzzled fome old perfonages who formerly wore the livery ; 
IT mean that which was then worn without difgrace, the 
fupper-men atthe prince’s, of which we have a remnant 
left. It was difficult to undeceive them. Ought not the 
emperor of Ruffia, for the noble reception at Chantilly of 
the count and countefs of the North, to treat asa Sen 

ondé. 
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Condé Jack-land, and affign him fomething refemblin 
a crowi? © profound diplomacy of the’ old valets of 
courts | 


@ . 4 CHAP. CCVI. 
THIRD eos 


Iv appéars at prefent, that betweeri the royalifts and the 
terrorifts there is a third party, who aré no more for one 
than the other, and. who would oppofe both with equal 
intrepidity. What is certain alfo_is, that it fignifies littie | 
to the royalifts under what fotm they appear on the fcene, 
provided they ftifle the republic in its cradle ; from whence 
we may conclude, that there is not fo great a difference 

étween them and the tefroriits but that we may confound 
them togéther, arid believe them united by a fecret cove- 
nant. . a: ic : : 7 : 

Thofe who look only at the outfide may believe in the _ 
return of terror, but its talifman is broken; the only — 
terror we have to fear at prefent is the cruel, the“ 
inevitable véngeance of the royalifis, if éver they re- 
turn conguerors. In what oceans of bload would they 
~wath away theit injuries! with what perfidious addrefs 
would they fweep away from the whole of France what 
they call the republican filth! The fatellites of Robel- ¢ 
pierré were great villains ; they have done usinfinite mif- . 
chief! The horror with which they have infpired us is 
deeply rooted ; but the royaliits would be an hundred times ~ 
worfé; they would be more cruel, becaufe they would 
thed blood which they defpife, whilft the others trembled _ 
in fhedding blood which they feared ; they would be more 
cruel, bécaufe, in addition to the common motives of par- 
ty, they would be fpurred on by the irritation of implaca-. 
ble - pride ; they would be more crucl, in fhort, becaufe 
they would make ufe of more legal forms, more appear- 
ance of juftice; they would remember at the end of thirty 
years, that fuch a one was a republican ; they would dreds 
their dogs to hunt him out, and feize him in the depths of 
caverns, or onthe fummit of the Pyrenees. | — 

What at prefent deceives the good women and the 
burghers of Paris with refpect to their fituation is, that they 
imagine that the old regime will return at once witly all 

; . i 
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its fweets; fuperfine bread at two fous, a difh of milk- 
coffee fix fous, meat at eight fous, &c. &c. Silly 
folks! that good time will never return for you, though 

ou fhould even have a king ; you muft count on nothing 
elfe than that tranquillity and plenty which will be brought 
about by republican laws. A king would henceforth ne- 
ver appear amonegft you, but efcorted by all the formida- 
ble apparatus of war; his guard would be compofed of 
ftrangers prejudiced againft you} his palace will be defend- 
ed by towers and cannons; your fweat, your labours, your 
treafures, and your children, will belong to him. Every 
day you will be reminded of your crimes and your flavery, 
by new punifhments. Paris, this guilty city, will never 
fee either brilliant lords or fovereign courts, or an opu- 
lent clergy. Its trade of articles of confumption will fol- 
low the court of the prince. Its hotels and moruments 
will fall intoruins. Its richeft inhabitants will fly an ac- 
curfed land which will produce nothing but thorns and 
briars. 

This is the fate which attends you, wretches, who are 
calling for a king; and ye, anatchifts, who ate arixious to 
root up the bafes of civil fociety and public repofe, only 
to commit with impunity the crimes which ye hold fo 
dear! Fly, hold your peace; we are acquainted with 
your logic and your -dicetrical inclinations. Here is the 
tketch of the pi€ture which was drawn of your municipal 
commune of Paris, and you have not changed, any more 
than that municipality, your phyfiognomy or charac- 
ter. | | 
In that place were gathered together the moft incoherent 
“ideas that ever difhonoured the human brain, and which pafi- 
ed for a fyftem of democracy worthy of the French people. 
There abje& manners corrupted language, brutal appetites 
iffuing from the moft impure, the moft bicetrical peft-houfes, 
were confidered as figns of ardent patrioti{m.” . 


_ CHAP. CCVIL 
SAINT FIRMIN, 


A MONASTERY where almoft all the priefts who were 
confined were inhumanly maflacred. Henriot, who had 
made his firft campaign in the maflacres of September, did 

not 
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not leave the houfé until there. were no more murders to 
be committed. When he went out of the gate he was 
half naked, covered with blood, and his fabre in his harid. 
_ I knew one of thofe utifortunateé priefts, who,. being in the 
privy, kept himfelf concealed, and when called to come 
down, owed his life,to thefe words: “ I am going down 
“ to you, citizens; I am making hafte.” The fimplicity of 
this refignation caufed him to be forgotten... bs 
_ In this dumb city there was more than one focus of hu- 
man butchery.. Every fenfe fhrinks with horror. Never- 
thelefs this plan of barbarity, this projeét of murder in 
the prifons. had been long preconcerted ; the. yellers of. li- 
berty havebrought forward again the fame plans; they ne- 
ver bely.themfelves: . . se, 
Ah! if Charlotte Corday had known how to have drawn 
her dagger in the midft of the convention, and not at.the . 
houfe of Marat, pofterity would decree a ftill more glori- 
ous and flourifhing palm. When this, extraordinary wo- 
man was led to punifhment, her paflage .was a triumph, 
Every fenfible or feeling man pictured to himfelf on one 
fide that energumene whofe voice refembled nothing but 
that of a wild beaft facrificed for his. crimes, and, on thé 
other that victorious heroine, tranquil without affectation, 
and giving away her life with joy ; fatisfied with the , great . 
one fhe feemied to have a prefentimient of the hiftoric 
mufe.  . ... ee ee ee ver en 
_ The butt of the montter difplayed, placed, paraded eve- 
ry where, was foon to fall; that of Charlotte Corday, 
erected already in every republican, heart, placed above 
the table where I am now writing, will be furrounded with 
everlafting rays of glory. "Thofe men who embalmed the 
heart.of Marat, who depofited it in a fepulchral urn, who 
expofed it to the veneration of his faithful followers, who 
compared him to a god, rejoiced internally at his death ; 
they rejoiced at it, becaufe it furnifhed.them with 4 pre- 
tence to blacker more the.true friends of Hberty, and,maf- 
facre them with more.facility. The apothieofis.of Marat! 
{s that credible? efpecially after the 9th Thermidor! This 
wasa very flriking proof that the fanguinocrates had their 
fucceflors, and that after killing each other they {till thrifted 
for blood: 


CHAP.. 
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CHAP. CCVIII. 
' FETE ‘OF 10 THERMIDOR, FOURTH YEAR. | 


-Ir the number and fplendor of, the carriages, if an af- 
femblage of moft elegant women, of moft. mufcadin young 
men and moft prancing horfes, if a crowd of fpectators, 
forming a long proceffion from Paris to the Champ de 
Mars, and filling’ the whole extent of the flopes around 

the field ; if all that can give the idea of a féte, though 
withqut feffin, the direCtor of that of the roth Thermidot 
may flatter himfelf in having fucceeded. 

‘Who could have thought, in feeing fo tiany riches 
lavifhed: on éarriages and wornen, ‘and fo much gaiety 
fpread over every counteriarice, that we were yet at war 
with a third of Europe, that blood was flowing on thé. 
frontiers, and that the national treafury was exhautfted 

Who would have faid, in beholding that immenfe af- 
femblage of foldiers, horfes, cabriolets,, women, Jacobins, 
royalifts, and republicans, all touching each other without 
elbowing, or elbowing without pufhing each other down, 
or pufhing each other down without killing one another, 
that it was that fame people, drunk with blood and car- 
nage, who were murdering each other two years fince, 
and who are perhaps cutting each other’s throats at Mar- 
feilles this very moment? Light, frivolous, inconfiftent 
people; but not wicked, even good, when feft to them- 
felves, when they are not inftruments of vengeance in the 
hands of ‘fa€tious men, or the chief of horrible {pecula- 
tioris! -I faw them yefterday in their ufual habitudes, in 
their true element. Peace, bread, and amufement; this 
is all they atk, and this is what difconcerts all the Numas 
of the antichamber, who are anxious at all events to make 
them-a warlike, jealous, turbulent people, ‘a nation of 
Spartans, for everin war with the world, and contenting 
themfelves at-home with rubbing their bodies with oil, and 
eating black broth: | <a 

I obtained permiffion to go into the middle of the 
Champ de Mars, which was referved for the ele& alone, 
who had or had not cards of entrance, but always efcorted 
by one or two generals, of whom there was plenty, and 
to whom the people on foot would have wifhed for a little 
more addrefs in guiding their horfes, and Jeis-ardour, not 

: to 
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to to ufé a ftronger expreffion, in pufhing back fuch as 
had not the honour of belonging to them in a greater or 
lefs degree. 5 et Oe 
In general, order was badly kept, either from. the fault 
of their chiefs, or the infolence of their agents. The peo- 
ple, enraged at being always driven back, and at being 
never invited to fétes, except to fee them at a diftance, 
forced the guard, and made two or three irruptions to en- 
ter-into the circle. The races, however, wete not worth 
all this brilliant preparation, being as fhabby as our inex- 
perience in this kind of amufernent might eafily lead us 
to. fuppofe they would be. It was the fon of a jockey 
who gained the prize of the horfe-race. From the Champ 
de Mars I went to the Champs Elyfees. Here was another 
fight, and one might: almoft add, another people, if the 
dance, the fports, and the fongs, had not equally reminded 
us of their carleefs levity, and the amiable frivoloufnefs of 
their charaéter. But here weré none of thofe women 
fhining in {plendid dreffes, nor. Englifh horfés, nor mufca- 
dins with money at command ; the crowd was made up of 
fimple citizens, the working claffes, the rentier tribe, in 
fhort, the real people, fitting on the grafs, eating cherries 
and cakes, or gaily parading around the beautiful circle of 
garlands, lamps, and fireworks, which Ruggieri had juft 
finithed decorating. — - aor As oe 
he illumination was not completed till very late; it 
was flow in taking place, but the fpe€tators, bufy with 
their amufements, feemed neither weary nor impa- 
tient. : : - 
The darknefs of the ‘night, the mildnefs of the air, the 
mixture of the groupes, -the difpofition of the mind, the 
found of the dance,.the magic appearance of the’ trees, | 
all concurred in favouring tender converfation, and éx- 
cited to mirth and galety. » . ; 
It was near eleven when the. fire-works were let off. 
Rugeieri’s talents for thiskind of. pyric fpectacle, of which 
the Parifians in particular are fo fond, are well-known ; 
the only reproach to make him was, that they were too 
fhort, and perhaps alfo that’the focus was not fufhciently 
elevated. 
The picture of the whole Grcle on fire, by the burning 
of the props and garlands which compofed it, was extreme- 
dy brilliant, but had,’ like.all other brilliant things mm ge- 
_neral, too fhort an exiftence. This was a pity, for in ob-' 
“ferving the leaks of the people, which were fixed on ae 
: * . Bee 7 8 2 Hes . CWS oe + 8 ie q 


138 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS, 


- obje& & long time after it .difappeared, one might eafily 
guefs at the regrets it left behind. _ . 
" ~ ‘When every one was well affured that there was nothing 
-more to fee, they thought of going home; but a very 
pleafant circumftance took~place, which can be explained 
only by the brigkithefS df the fire with which every eye 
shad been dazzled: Some went to the Bois de Boulogne;. 
in order to get itito Paris; others walked down the fide of 
the river, thinking they had taken the road towards the 
{quare of the Revolution ; every one was wandering about, 
afking each other the road; every one was in a wrong 
direftion. After rubbing their eyes, they began-to re- 
colle& themfelvés, and iio other inconvenience hap- 
pened. . i ‘ # aa oe Ss ‘ 
° We fhall not clofe this article without citing, amiong 
many other proofs which we witnefled of the harmony 
and friendfhip which reigned throughout in this no€turnal 
féte, and which feemed to have melted Paris into one fin- 
gle family, the following trait, which will not be difplaced 
in the journal of morals: a rer. ay 
Three or four fparks; fone of thofe whom we had feen 
capering at the Champ de Mars, and who knew how to 
manage a horfe pretty nearly as much as they knew how to 
refpect a woman, were .crofling a border of turf ftrewed 
with young girls by. the fide of their mothers and little 
brothers, and a few foldiers who were not on duty: the 
young meii were croffing it, lolling on éach other’s arms, 
and finging indécentfongs. <A foldier ftept up to them, 
and ina calm and refpeétful tone faid tothem, “ -Citi- 
“zens, it is not amongft modeft women and in family. 
“ meetings, but at bagnios, that men fing fuch fongs.” 
The young men took the hint, and made off as faft as they 
could. _ 


CHAP. CCIX: 


Tun royalifts manage this ftick with great dexterity ; 
@neé end is terminated by a Vendean poignard, and the other — 
a fhoemaker’s cutting-knife, fharpened byBabeuf ox 
Antonell: Fhefe fticks were diftribated at the time of the 
ki cei - primary 
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ptimary aflemblies, and it would be very imprudent to 
fhew nothing but contempt at the mancéuvres of certain 
double-faced people, who carefs with one hand and aflafhi- 
fate with the other ; who, in every crifis have a back-door 
at which to flip out, and who fometimes flatter and fome- 
times defame the prevailing party. Pa | 

When you are at war with knaves, tyrants, and fools, it 
_is difficult to pafs near them without a rub; hence thofe 
different portraits of the fame man, according to the draw- 
- ing-rooms where they are fpoken of. The patrons of. po- 
litical diffolution knew that in default of the arms of rea- 
fon, falfehood and’deceit have more than once deluded the 
Paris cockneys; they knew alfo, that by a conftant: and 
indefatigable impudence in repeating their calumnies, they 
fucceedéd on the one hand in infinuating them, onthe 
other in forcing juftifications as tirefome to the public as to 
him who isthe obje&t of them. | 

The eve of the 13th Vendemidire, independently of my 
addreffes, I did every thing to difluade the Parifians from 
marching againft the convention. I faidtothem, “ Have 
‘¢ you a government ready formed, and which is the’ maf- 
‘© ter-wheel of the political machine. ? You will have no 
“« flour the day after your fine expedition. Do you with to 
“ eat the plafter of your walls?” 

It was faid in all the feétions of -Paris, that Mercier, re- 
prefentative of the people, had publicly declared that the 
convention would make the Parifians eat plafter. My 
head was profcribed, the porter of my houfe was gained 
over, and they only waited fora fignal to make me and my 
neighbours the firft victims of the fury of the mob: 
I had combated defpotifim in the days of its triumph, .and I 
braved death when I faid to the fections, that they would 


4 


be in rebellion if they moved a ftep. 


CHAP. CCX. 
- PARCHMENT-MONEY. 
Tue dogina of national fovereignty was confirmed in 
a manner comic enough, for there was a time when every 
~ one thought he had a right to coin money. ‘The difappear- 


ance of the cafh had given currency to a crowd of {mall 
: notes 
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notes ifftied by obfcure houfes of commerce. Gtocefs, 
coffee-houfe keepers, wrote their names on little bits of 

parchment, and-this was money! This madneéfs was puth- 
éd to the laft kind of. ex TAseeaeS Every man coined 
his own crown. 

A-houfe, called thé houfe of aes eruthed thofé whem 
it aidéd by a confidérable bankruptcy. It was amidft the 
penury of the public treafury, and fearcity of objeés 
of . the greateft neceffity, that thé quctean refpedt- 
ing the departmental guard was agitated.. Never was 
fuch a thing feén in the political -world; a national 
convention ‘ afflembled -at a mott alarming crifis, and 
called to ward off a total diffolution, had no phyfical 
force whatever, and was expofed to the infults.of the 
fe€tions and the poignards of affaffins. A municipality 
held all the power, and took great caré not to reftraiin 
the abettors of mutder; it wearied out, threatened, nay; 
-even attacked all the deputies of {the departments with 
infolence and fuccefs. ‘The party of Orleans, uncertain: 
ftill at that epocha, ranged themfelves on the fide of guilt 
and.impudence, and feparating themfelves entirely from 
the Gironde, made way for the reign of Robefpierre. 
Louvet, who had this laft conftantly in his eye; framed. an 
at of accufation againft him, which was unhappily re- 
jeted. The minifter Roland was: in decided oppofition 
to all thofe cruel anarchifts. Pache, the moft knavith- 
of mankind, entered into every dark confpiracy, . and- 
joined Marat and the Duke of Orleans. “Fhe demand 
which. the former made the latter of fifteen thoufand. 
livres after the maffacres of September, fays enough. 
Ah! if the expulfion of. Philip d’Grleans: and his fon. 

nad faken place, as wifdom, eloquence, and virtue 
had wifhed, how many crimes and misfortunes would 
have been fpared France. ‘The ftrength of the Orleans 
party was in this parchment money, which was diitri- 
buted on all fides; and though it was of fhort du- 
ration, it became a ferment of popular agitation, which 
afterwards took a more dreadful character. 


CHAP, 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS, ‘I4E 


CHAP. CCXI. 
6 HENRIOT, 


‘Tue Jacobin party had suite a good choice of a chief 
in the perfon of Henriot, who was an impudent ruffian, 
affociated in all the manceuvres of the rnffian deputies. The 
hiftory of our difafters prefents the phyfiognomy of this 
commander-general, named by the revolutionary council 
of the commune, in a point of view as new as it is horri- 
ble: . Servant to an attorney, clerk at the barriers, chief 
of the military force, we faw him on the 2d of June’ give 
orders for firing the alarm-guns, furround the whole of. the 
convention, and very nearly played the cannon on it. It 
is certain that the orders were given: I was ‘Prefent, and 
faw every hottile difpofition. 

The inhabitants of Paris may be juttified | on that day ; 
they marched without knowing where they . were going, 
and they were not defirous of cruthing the cot? droit. The. 
commune had taken all the authority into their own hands; 
it was they who made the law, and put it in execution. 
Called to arms at the beat of the’drum, the noife of the 
tocfin,. and the alarm-guns, the Parifians, worthy as yet of 
liberty, did not yield to the ferocious infinuations of the 
demagogues. During the whole day the convention was 
farrounded with thirty thoufand men, ignorant for the moft 
part why tiey were affembled. The convention, that for- 
midable power which had committed the inconceivable 
fault of giving the military force to its enemy, was no 
longer any thing but a flender body, with no means of 
refiftance left, There is no doubt but if the real citizens 
of Paris, w ho were then under arms, had been informed of 
all thefe machiavelian ftratagems, this day would have ter- 
minated i in a very different manner. J repeat it, Parig was 
not guilty on that day ; it had. no thirft for blood. The 
inhabitants of this great city were ftupified the next day, 
and could not comprehend how they had been made ufe of 
for the deitruction of the only authority which they had 
to protect them. ‘The mountaineer party turned this great. 
movement to their own advantage, and with fo much ad- 
drefs, that I, who knew them, cannot attribute it to any 
thing but chance. I faw them tremble, fhudder, look on 

themfelves 
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themfelves as loft; but the next day, interpreting the blind 
infurrection of the people in their fayour, they marched 
over our heads. 

What an incomprehenfible day! the fcale might have 
defcended on the right fide; and what a number of atroci- 
tics might it not have prevented} what difgrace might it’ 
not haye fpared the French name, mankind itfelf! 

Alas! it was faid that qur courage and intrepidity were 
overcome on that day, but we did not yield without fight- 
ing; and it was only the hope of faving afterwards our 
twenty-two unfortunate colleagues, which fettered our arms 
and our tongue. I atteft it as a witnefs: we were deceived, 
amufed, and betrayed; we had no belief in that excefs of 
audacity ; we imagined they would open their eyes for their 
own intereft. ‘he madnefs and ferocity of the commune 
completed the ruin of every thing. When Chaumette 
denounced a great aé& of federalifm which had taken place 
in a few feétions, which federalifm was nothing but procef- 
fions; when we heard the fame Chaumette fay, “« We alfo 
<< will have civic feftivals; we will celebrate the 31ft of 
““ May; the people fhall be our God; there ought to be 
“ no other;” we never imagined that the convention would 
be lulled by fuch extravagancies, but that it would roufe it- 
felf to sah fuch crime and folly. On the contrary, Hen- 
riot became popular, and was chofen to proteét the confti- 
tution of Herault de Sechelles, that of 1793, that code fo. 
ridiculous, fo anarchical, that it is evident that the authors 
of it only withed to hold it out as a lure to appeafe 
France, which was rifing againft them and againft their 
horrible condu@. 7 Pee Oo 

It was after haying. made ufe of: this impious ftratagem, 

that the executioners of the nation, who had lulled it as 
well as ourfelves, unchained every thing which was moft 
vile and atrocious againft us, again{t every. one who had any 
ideas of juftice or liberty. © , . 
’ Love for our country led us not to fend into the depart- . 
ments our proteft, which T joined to the juftificatory me- 
moral which the mountaineer party couldnot efface with 
either dungeons or blood, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCSH, 


; CONTRACT-JOBBERS. 
Tr the moft difinterefted man cannot, fometimes help 
throwing a longing look on the defpicable riches of the 


contra&t-jobber, let him recolle& that thefe vile egotifts, 


thefe criminal defaulters, are hhaftening towards their days 
of infamy and punifhment; that their names will be known 
and given upto univerfal contempt, How deteftable are 
thefe confpirators in foreign pay, who are plunging us into, 
ignominy, and fucking out our blood; their plans of mur- 
der and devaftation are lefs abominable than the {chemes 
of rapine and plundet of thefe vile agents, inafmuch as the 
former wore, a character of cowardice and meannefs con- 
neéted with infamy. ‘The great aflaffing will be execrated 
Jefs than thefe robbers, the offspring of debauchery, who 
with hypocritical, fronts have melted away with the fortune | 
of the public that of every private individual, Pillage has 
fomething in it more difgraceful than violence. The fatal. 
cart is ready, the cords to tie my, hands behind my back 
are prepared, the axe is already fufpended, and is held only: 


_by a little fpring. Death is the operation but of an inftant! 


but to perifh by the cold and barbarous ‘calculation of a 
calm fpeculator, to fee him ordering my death and that of: 
my feilow-citizens, to fee him eating the entrails of the 


republic! No; this vile and infolent man, this fhamelefs, 


contraét-jobker, will becotne the horror and fhame of the 
moft diftant pofterity, and juftice, which fooner, or later. 
unfheathes its {word, will not fuffer fuch a criminal. to efcape, 
but will feize him amidft his execrable, fpoils; he has con- 
fpired againft'the whole; let him regorge, and let him be. 
thus punifhed, for that, mode of death by which the true 
tepublicans have perifhed is too glorious to weigh upon 
his head. bp tenn a ee | . 
I have’ fubftituted the word. contraét-jobber to that of- 
contractor, in order to point out thofe contractors who are. 
{windlers, thieves, and fubjects liable to punifhment. 


CHAP. 
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a CHAP. CCXIIL, 
a TOASTS. 


For fome time paft the newf-papers and dining-rooms 
re-echo with toafts. No re-union (this word in the new 
vocabulary means a great dinner) now takes place, without 
drinking toaits to juftice, humanity, to every republic, to 
the fair fex of both hemifpheres.’ Is not this gallantry? 

Toafts are drunk to the conftitution of 1795, to the 
gth of Thermidor, and the 14th of July; to the armies 
of Italy, to thofe of Germany, and to their commanders. 
Toafts are drunk alfo to a general peace.. This cuftom, 
fervilely copied from the Englith, is adopted alike by the 
Jacobins and royalifts; but as toafts multiply, another fort 
of intoxication takes place befides that of patriotifm. I 
am forry that we are the apes of England in this bufinefs. 
I have feen toafts drunk before the images of the twenty- 
two aflaffinated deputies. Were toafts then neceflary to 
excite at that moment the fenfibility of the guefts ?. 

The royalifts in thefe feftivals are always more fober. 
than the Jacobins. You may difcover thefe by a certain. 
phlegm, by a concentration which no old mountaineer pof- 
feffes. We muft own this latter is as undifguifed in his vices. 
as he was in his crimes. 

We may eafily conceive how, under the reign of Philip 
Auguftus, a knight might drink and intoxicate himfeif 
with love for viétory and for his miftrefs; but at a time, 
and efpecially in a country, when we had left thofe liba- 
tions to free mafons, I have beheld with fome pain that 
cuftcmm adopted of putting the glaffes in a row, and raif-. 
ing them up at the werd of command, and lcading your 
ftomach ceremonioufly in honour of perfons and of things 
which are far from us, and for whom we can feel no fincere 
affection, 

Have we not fwerved from our character in following 
this Hritith cuftom? [could have wifhed that we had found 
fomething new, and which was more particularly appro- 
priate to the genius of the French. Our anceftors pledged, 
which was well enough when looks and hearts were in 
union; but to drink to metaphyfical beings ! 

The 
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The compofition of all thefe toafts is at vrefent a ftudy, 
‘The edition is reviewed and correéted; the words and fyl- 
lables are weighed, and become a matter of ferious import- 
ance, fearcely accordant with the gaiety of the table; but 

the French ‘will ever do little things ferioufly, and will be 
light and trifling in great things, | 

The inventor of a toaft gets himfelf celebrated the’ next 
day in every newfpaper, and the moft unpardonable plagi- 
arifm would be, the attempting. to tear from another this 
wreath of glory. The guilty plagiary could not be fuffi, 

_ ciently condemned, © . 


é 


_ CHAP, CCXIV. 
QUILL-DRIVERS, , 


THERE is no perfon who has not had to complain either 
of the infolence; or ignorance, or. of the multitude’ of 
clerks employed in public offices to cut up pens, and ob- 
ftruct the progrefs of bufinefs. ps 

Never was the fway of office.carried to a more exagge- 
rated, more expenfive, and more tirefome point. Never 
were affairs fo backward, as fince the creation of that army 
of clerks, who are with refpeé&t to work what valets aré 
with refpect to fervice. Watch-words, regulations, enre- 
gifterings, formalities of every kind, have been multiplied 
with fo much profafion and fo little difcernment, that a 
great many peeple, difgufted with waiting for their penfions, 
and foliciting their affairs, have taken the refolution of 
giving them up. «- ‘ as 

This.mode of adminiftering by agencies, commiffions, 
offices, and clerks, has not only difturbed-public ordét, but 
demoralized adminitiration, by overcharging it with a crowd 
of fools, of ignorant men,. of traitors and royalitts, whe 
have taken their hunger.for zeal, -and their zeal for talent$ 

by giving feandalous and frequent examples of rapid-and 

monftrous fortunes falling into the hands.ef the moft' wile, 
the moft filly, or moft perfidious; by saultiplying in:the 
agents of government the means of corruption, and the 
objects of cupidity; by opening new flies to intrigue, to 
cabal, to cunning, to immorality, aud to the intamous, 
fpeculations of ftockjobbing and royalifm ; by ttrewing with 

voL. Il. new 
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new obftacles the avenues of sence: and the i much defir. 
able return of the laws; by ftifling the voice of liberty and 
the claims of the unfortunate , by introducing i into fociety 

a fyftem of efpionnage and denunciation, which has {pread 
‘iftruft, fervility, and hypocrify ; ; by: delivering up, in 
fhort, our finances to a cankex.an hundred times more gnaw-' 
ing, more devouring, than that which ‘precipitated’ us int 
the revolution. | 

This quill-mania, which dates from M. Colbert, has . 
rifen within three years to this height. Clerks, papers, and 
details, have abforbed every thing. The clerk, fecretary, 
or writer to the moft obfcure reference, named committee, 
Is farrounded with more: piles of papers, is more occupied, 
and more important than formerly’ the minifter of war. 
The whole is governed by the pen, and without appeal ; 
military, fubfiftence, police, interior, diplomacy, com- | 
merce, and politics. When the firft ftep is taken in affairs 
of this kind, abufes go on multiplying, and details never 
finith. Each of thefe details requires the attention of one 
man, becaufe every man requires a place. The multipli- 
cation of papers and offices is endlefs. . Referees mutt have 
their clerks, the clerks muft have. their copiers, the copiers 
their underlings, and that goes on {till fubdividing. Five 
enlightened and laborious-men would have done all the 
bufinefs of the committee of legiflation, which one hun- 
dred and feventeen clerks do badly. The Marquis de Lou- 
vois had two firft clerks: we have feen feventy-two chiefs 
in the different war-offices, each of which has under his 
orders twenty-five clerks and four copiers. “But at leaft 
thefe clerks were acquainted with their trade?—they were 
not acquainted with ‘the firft elements of it: the greater, 
part do not know how to read, ° You think we exagge- 
rate, but it is literally true: faults in orthography, faults 
in French, faults in the fenfe, are the leaft vices in thofe 
young mufcadins lately fo difgufting. In general, their. 
writing is fine, and one might fuppote that is the only eflay 
that has been exaéted from them, as tallnefs was formerly 
the only nierit that M. de Poyanng looked for in the men 
of his regiment; but writing does not ‘furnifh more in- 
frudtion than courage and tallnefs. The carabiniers were 
‘ruined when men were taken by the fathom, the offices 
will be ever ineffe€tual, while in’ order to get an entrance 
It is fufficient to be able to write a fair hand. : 

Such are the abufes which the government propofes ta 
reform. If. it has not fooner done it, it is becaufe, amidit 
the mee oF every kind, which the fucceffive fall of the. 

. Jacobing 
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Jacobins and the royalifts have left ftrewed around, its . 
firft care was to fecure its own footing, the fecond will 
be confecrated to fweeping away from the adminiftra- 
tions, the agencies, the commiffions, the committees, and. 
all their impurities; and this is not the affair ef a day, 
when you have not at your orders the waters of the river 


Alpheus, 
CHAP. CCXV. 
ALL PARTIES UNMASKED, 


Sucu is the title of a pamphlet of thirty-two pages, in, 
which the author, whofe opinions I by no means partake, 
has feized happily enough certain fhades of the revolution. 
‘Here is the manner.in which he paints the principal factions 
who have. acted a part in this great drama. 

The Facobins. “This party, ultimately hewing and hew. 
ed, is very confiderable; it has two very ftrong ties, folly, 
and. prefumption. Perfecution has formed it into a corps, 
' and they look on themfelves as opprefled. ‘They are all 
accufed of being criminals, and this is what perpetuates. 
them, ; . . ye i 
The Feuiants. An hermaphrodite fe&, yielding by turns 
to force, fear, and vanity: perfidious fervants, powerlefs 
friends, dangerous enemies. os 

Popular. Societies. Compofed of leaders, and the led, 
who thought themfelves the fovereign, when they had the 
key. of every prifon, and had obtained impunity for. every 
crime. | 
Royals. ‘They only bear the name, and endeavour. ta. 
get themfelves paid for it. . . 

The Jeunes, Gens-have alfo formed a party. ‘The plea- 
fures of thefe.young men form a fort of comic amufement 
_totally devoid of tafte as well as morality, 

When a revolution does not throw out. virtues, it is vice 
that fhoots its buds; and. this is the cafe with our youth. 
In cities it has only changed the mode of flavery, and has 
been degraded by the madnefs of the play known by the 
name of jobbing. aa ce 
The Mountaineers, There were three clafles of them, the 
~ dexterous, the ftrong, and the filly. The dexterous were 
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‘banifhed, the ftrong condemned to the {caffold, the foolith 
faved themfelves i in fwimming with the ftream. 

_ The Dantonif?s were the opponents of the dexterous, and, 
ate not yet deftroyed. 

The Seventy-three; remainder of more than an hundred 
individuals torn from the fenate in the difaftrous days of 
the -31ft of May and 1ft of June, They have regained 
the victory. 

The Mar. Middling kind of people, who hated the 
mountaineers from their averfion for ee rather than 
tafte for virtue. They fpoke of principles without know- 
ing what they meant. they would have become Dantonitts 
#0 have overturned Robefpierre. ~ 


(CHAP. CCXVI. 
HEBERTISTS. 


‘Tue name of confpirators seein liberty, a which 
Hebert, fo notorious under the borrowed name of: Pere. 
Duchefne, was the chief, and whofe confpiracy made fhip- 
“wreck againit the guillotine, with which he threatened the 
bet citizens. The name of this wretch will be remember- 
ed on account of his deteftable journal, entitled the Pere. 
Duchefne, which ‘abounded in the loweft and moft vulgar 
- obfcenity, and which was publicly and conftantly approved 
by the Mountain. 

He was the’ fofter-brother of Chaumette, who was a 
monk, a cabin-boy, a naturalift, and procureur of the, 
commune. It was he who infpired Danton with the idea 
of propofing the Jaw for. the releafe of all prifoners for. 
debt, and the abolition of arrefts, which till then had been 
the prattice ; this has always been a precgution with makers 
of revolutions. 

This fubaltern monfter pofiefied no: other courage than 
that of affaffinating at eafe, in his hideous journal; of. 
cutting off defencelefs heads, and never expofing his own. 

When the feétions of Paris came frankly to afk the 
convention: what means it had of faving France, Hebert 
- compiled the addrefs; Barrere’s anfwer betrayed the terror 

of thofe who wanted to terrify all aoe . 
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__ As he went to punifhment, he was covered with the 
hiffes and infults of the people, who faluted him with— 
« Where are thy furnaces now?” alluding to the vignette 
of his abominable journal, in which he called for the 
deftru€tion of thoufands of heads, which at that time was 
being a republican. — 7 ae 
This old adventurer, receiver of the checks at a theatre, 
pave occafion, when he was arréfted, and the popular focie- 
ties moved in his favour, for that celebrated anfwer,of I. 
nard, in which he told the banditti, “ If it ever happens, 
“‘ that any attempt be made on the national reprefenta-. 
“ tion, I declare to you that the ‘whole of France will 
* take exemplary vengeance for fuicha ctime, and the. 
* traveller will wander on the bariks of the Seine, enquir-. 
** ing where Paris once ftood.” It is impoffible to defcribe. 
the rage with which thefe words infpired the Jacobins and 
thé mother fociety. One would have thought that their 
hall had beety burnt; they roared at it every day, or rather 
theif confciences, affrightéd at this terrible prediction, 
few national juftice already feizing them under the popu- 
lar maik, and delivering them over to the vengeance of 
the law: me bt ga, 
_ The andrchifts are ovetwhelméd with grief, when we 
remind theta of thefe thundering words. After Having: 
made a god of Marat, they wanted to deify Hebert and 
Chaumette; that monkith hog, whofe tradé was blood. It 
was at Paris that all thefe perfonagés fwarmed, allured ‘by 
the windfalls of a revolution. _ Sg at 
The project of thé chiefs of the commune was to dif- 
clofe, to annihilate thé convention, in order to ufurp the. 
whole of its power: Rotefpierré and Marat fell.on the. 
fame day. | . eH 3 
Thad this confeffion ftom the-Spaniard Gufman. We 
called him Tocfinos, in allufion to the tocfin of the gift 
of May, which he had caufed to be rung. He often told. 
me, in the interchange of confidence, that the infurrec-. 
tion, of which he was one of the promoters, was direéted _ 
againit the whole of the national reprefentation, of which — 
project I gave immediate information to my colleagues, who 
were prifonérs with me. It was clear to us that the moun-- 
taineers, not lefs blind than fefecious, had never known 
the imminent danger which they had themfelves incurred 
on thofe terrible days; they had thirfted for the blood of 
the feventy-three, while it was we'who by our generous and 
firm proteft had given the firft ftroke to the Swifs Pache, - 
the Auftrian Proby, and the Brabanters Pereira and Dubu- 
. iffon, 


~ 
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iffon, Marat the Neufchatelois, and the ex-capuchin Cha- 
bot, all foreigners. | 7 

The moft monftrous part of this machination was, that 
this traitorous municipality, in diffolving and ftriking at the 
faithful reprefentatives of the people, wanted this diffolu- 
tion to be made by the convention itfelf. a 

The fame men who guarded all the avenues léading to 
the place of our fittings, who infulted us, who laid their 
hands on our perfons, fo.that many thought that their 
coats had béen torn, who pointed theit mufquets at us 
when fome of us went to the windows to examine what 
was pafling, weré the fame who. came ‘and infulted us in 
our dungeons, {poke to us with infolence, réfufed us the 
moft common neceflaties of life, and mingled the moft 
taunting irony with their crimes; And when [ recolle&- 
the acclamation of the tribunes; Henriot, with his hat on 
his head and infolence on his brow, crying, out that the 
fovereign people were aroufed, and that he was come to dic- 
tate. their laws; and that Hebert, his fécond and imitator, 
obtained in the ‘end the fame and as great a number of 
fatellites; oh, if | had had the misfortune to have entertained 
any demagogical ideas, I fhould have difmiffed them at’ this 
liideous reprefentation, for I have retained for a long time 
in my memory the phyfiognomies of all thefe wretches, 
which correfponded fo exaétly with thofe of Couthon and 
Robefpierre. fs 

Hebert imagined that he inherited the fecréet of ranging 
a whole convention under the yoke of a few oppteflors, of 
lifting the decemviral axe on his own ‘account, and of 
punifhing a gefture, a figh, a word, with death. He had 
created alfo his magical expreffions, and -had -his ftreet-por 
ters, his revolutionary females, his harpies, and his peti- 
tioners, in the tribunes. In fhort, he was about to give a 
finifhed pi€tute of the moft perfect anarchy, if other dema- 
gogues had not beheld in him a rival whom it was neceflary 
to get rid of, by fending him to punifhment. | 

The coloffal power of the commune did not, however, 
continue to increafe lefs progtreffively till the day of the 
gth of Thermidor. — wae 
. Marat, from the immenfe popularity which his fangui- 
nary journal had acquired him, was the father of all the 
horrors which followed his horrible reign. O government? 
be ftrong in order to be juft, becaufe in being juft thou 
art fure of being ftrong! 4 : 


& = a | : CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXVIL 


vA 


DANGEROUS CABRIOLETS: | 


Since the people dré fovereign, and call themfelves fo; 
it is very inconceivable that they fuffer themfelves to be 
crufhed as under.the old regime. ‘The péople do not com: 
plain too much of the rapidity of carriages, of their dan- 
ger, and the frequency of accidents. When any one is 
wounded, they pick him up, and place him in the com- 
mon hand-barrows of the fef&tion; and what has juftly 
aftonifhéd me. is, that I have never heard either inipréca- 
tions or malédi€tions againft the imprudent or brutal driver. 
"The buréau-cential has publifhéd regulations fanétioned, 
by the central adminiftration, which forbid thé drivers of 
horfés and coaches to go fafter than a fhort trot in the 
ftreets of Paris. ee ~ 

This pfudent order’ is fo.far from being put into éxecu- 
tion; that it is entirely unknown, and of courfe does not 
hinder numerous accidents from taking place, eccafioned 
by the rapid courfé of certain equipages; which feem really 
to make a jeft of the lives and members of the unfortunate 
foot-paffengers, {till more than in paft times. _ 

_. The day. even of the fete of the fovereignty of the. peo- 
ple, a‘citizen perifhed under the wheels of the cabriolet of 
a f{tock-jobber, who was going to different exchangé-brokers 
to ranfack the poor rentiers, thofe even who madé him the 
depofitary of their bons of two-thirds and three-fourths. 
They melt away like butter in a ftove, while the ftock 
jobber eats their omelette’ aux fines hérbes. ee 
. After having torn up thé pavement for five of fix hours; 
they go and get themfelves indigeftions. When the fa- 
mine, organized by Robert Lindet, and perfected by Boifly 
d’Anglas, paraded its ghaitly form in Paris, they only | 
fared moré fumptuoully. The ancients had their womitds 
rium, our rich moderns make ufe of it as they did, and the 
apothecaries begin again their functions, tio longer for 
canons dying with hunger, but for the ftock-jobbers, heirs 
of their unconquerable appetite. Poe oe . 
_ The involuntary refpe&t, therefore, which the people: in 
general have for riches, in fpite of all the epithets lavithed 
on ariftocracy, leads them to look with, anger on the rapid 
Girt. 
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- circulation of the carriages, of which they are fo often the 
victims; but the idea that the return of opulence will re- 
vive what the Parifian calls commerce, and which is gain 
only for himfelf, renders him, and will always render him, 
indifferent to misfortunes, loft in the crowd and torrent of 
the population. The magiftrates even would be more fe- 
vere againft infractions of the laws of caprice, of minute 
regulations, than againft the homicide mounted in a feat, 
holding the whip in his hand, driving fiery courfers harneff- 
ed to the car of.a proftitute. Opulence! opulence! drive 
thy horfes at thy pleafure, run thy wheels, and fhow thy 
indifference for broken arms and legs! Thou reigneft with- 
out a rival, and without decay, and without interval, over 
the fovereign people. . | 

Of all the obfervations which I have made, this is per- 
haps one of the moft important; it is at leaft that which 
makes me refleé&t moft on the inexplicability of the Pari- 
fian people. 


* 


CHAP. CCXVII. 
PLAIN OF SABLONS. 


Heretoroxe the two laft kings of France reviewed 
every year in this plain, burnt up with the rays of the fun, 
the regiments of the French and Swifs guards, and this 
was thé extent of their warlike exploits.. Thefe kings of 
France, in their quality of colonel, did not deign to draw 
their fword;. they waved their handkerchief, and all the 
puppets moved at that fignal of the Sardanapalus. 

At prefent, a fairy has touched with her wand that 
barren plain; the palace of Armida is raifed on the fpot, 
while the buildings have the air of enchantment. The 
~ tafte for amufement is fo prevalent, that it has rendered 
every mind inventive, and it is on this almoft univerfal 
tafte that a crowd of people fpeculate. - Every day is a 
day of féte, and every advertifement is fo attractive, that 
_ the fick make exertions to leave home and run to the ball. ~ 
~ On that fpot are planted groves, where lately there was 
nothing but fand, and not the. femblance of a fhrub; 
a pavilion, which you would imagine raifed by a magical 
power, which fparkles with: the fineft iluminations,” full 

oe : . empty, 
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empty, but not lefs illuminated, and waiting the amateurs 
of the dance, or thofe who wifh for a nearer view of the 
graces of thofe beauties of which they had only a tranfient 
glance. ate Bk isles cote aes oe 
Brilliant, equipages flow in from all quarters, for they 
are as plenty now as under the old regime, and all filled: 
with pretty women, fome of whom are remarkable for the 
elegancé of their drefs, and others for theirdittle refpec fot 
decency. Some nymphs, difmounting from their whilkies; . 
are cateful to difplay the fine forms of their bofoms, while ~ 
old dowagers, who are no longer in poffeffion of this kind 
of beauty, ery out fhame, and their juniors. of fifty jom 
chorus. But thefe tranfient rimours, continually filled: 
by the acclamations of the multitude, make no impreffion. 
on thofe who are the objects; indifferent as ftatues, fur- 
tounded by admirers, they feém to hear nothing that pales: 
around them. What a fingular book might be made on 
the fafhidéns!) and why do our charming french women, 
who have fo much tafte, bend fometimes fubmiffive under 
fineularitiég which affimilate them. to favages; thofe devias 
tions are, however, of fhort duration; the graceful and de- 
cent tafte is refuming its inevitable empie. 

As foon as day falls, fires lighted at certain diftances. 
prefent a moft brilliant coup d’cil. Every grove becomes 
refplendent, day-light returns more foft and chaftened,. 
different coloured glafles wear the femblances of topazes; 
~ emeralds, and fapphires of prodigious fize, and lock in 
perfpective like the throne of the Grand Mogul in all its 
radiant magnificence. Large mirrots reflect this enchant- 
ing {cene. . ° 

All at once the faltpetre thunders; and éxcites a lively 
commotion through the whole affembly ; you lift your eyes 
and behold rockets, fiery fhéeafs, bombs {phtting into’ mil- 
lions of ftars, aeroftats mounting with goddefles of thé my- 
thology, floating majeftically in the air, and then fwiftly 
deicénding on the grafs, where the laugh of the fpé&ators 
takes place of the admiration which they felt for them 
while foaring. we . . 

Inftraments: of mufic, fometimes Gifcordant enough, 
mingle with thefe agreeable detonations, for women are 
pleated with the fmell of powder; it gives ther a diftant 
idea of war, and in a calm place, where they receive no 
otirer wounds than thofe of the arrows of love, fometimes 
jealous, fometimes traitorous, and fometimes defperate ; 
pains of the heart a thotifand times preferable for them te 
languor and liftlefvef. . 

: | What 
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| What a ¢ity is Paris, and what a diverfity of enjoy- 
ments it offers!. Twenty theatres, concerts, balls, women 
of every complexion, Vaudevilles full of wit, romances. 
tranflated from the Englith, the phantafmagony, the poetry 
of the hotél Teluffon, Lyceums without number, ‘and a 
national inftitute. - . 
- The hotels of piinces, of great feigneurs; and of men 
the moft opulent; are open to you with all their luxury, 
, their furniture, their glaffes, their Englifh gardens; and 
. there you find mufic, dances, illiminations, fire-works, 
plentiful tablés,.and icefruits; you throw -yourfelf foftly - 
down on the rich fopha of an emigrant; you admire your- 
felf in the largé piér-glaffés of the Dutchefs of Bourbon ; 
and all thefe enjoyments coft you half acrown: «= 
Oh! you who livé at four or five hundred leagues dif- 

tance will come and. vifit this great city; you will come 
from the four corners of thé world; your defpots will be 
unable to reftrain you; you will make your efcape; you 
will come. amongft us, and we will teach you to laugh a 
little at all thefe crowned heads, en attendant that you learn 
_ to treat them as they defrve, and you fhall be made acquainted 
with the full extent of this néw and. pleafant fignification; 
a good équivoque, which we ufe in out common converfa- 
tion, a neat two-edged fword, which figures in the mouths 
of our public Senators, and which has fometimes been of 
wonderful fervice to us: cot 


CHAP. CCXIX: 
INDECENT SPECTACLE: 


_ Tue garden of the Tuilleries has given a juft celebrity 
to the name of Lenotre; its majeftic appearance, beauti- 
fal diftribution, its alleys, terraces,, its various points of 
view, have rendéred. it a magriificent place, and every day 
adds to its embellifhments and decorations. ‘There is no- 
..thing left to defire with réfpe& to fuperb vafes, and fine 
copies of the mafter-pieces of antiquity, which at prefent 
_ ornament this wonderful garden; but why cannot the eye 
fix itfelf alike on all thefe works of art? Sage Oo 
_ There is a fex whofe modefty wé ought to refpect, if we 
are defirous of finding them worthy of our efteem, and are 
. jealous 
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jealous of out owh happinefs ; thereis an éye to which we 
cannot éxpofe without danger all the fecret and vifible 
beauties of the human body; and what good does it do to 
excite immature paffions? _ . 
Is our republic that of Sybaris? and why are all thefe. 
vods of thé mythology there naked, and in the bloom of 
life, inftead of Cato, Socrates, Cicero; or the ftatues of 
Archimedes and Hippocrates? se i 
There is not a day pafles that wé do not repeat, “ That 
© is immoral ;” and if there. be a ftatue with forms more 
pronounced, mufcles more fwelling, that ftatue is crected 
in the place of the moft public refort. Is it not a complete 
contradi€tion to fée on the one fide the office for public 
morality, and on the other that inclination of the artitts, 
feeming to invite our women, rivals of Grecian beauty, to 
~ venture foon to expofe themfelves like the ftatues, and the 
men as: Hercules and Apollo. -_ 
Where then is that gravity of manners, that decency; 
that promife of regenetation, that republican dignity? If 
‘libertinifm éxift; why furnifh it with fo good an excufe? 
Minerva by the fide of Silencé'in a-grove, would fay more 
than the gtoup of Ca/ffor and Poliux ; but a Meleager with- 
out a covering has expelled the author of Emilius. Flora, 
whofe robe fo decent veils her chafte attra€tions, the Faun 
who plays on the flute, and whofe founds we-think we 
hear; fuch are the ftatues on which the eye can repéfe in 
the moft inviting garden of Paris, but others feem in a con- 
{piracy againft good morals. ee eee | 
It is the clothing of Chrift ia the Transfiguration of Ra 
phael, which forms the dignity of this fublime picture ; take 
it off; arid the pi@ture becomes profane., | 
It is not the work of republican genius which has ftrew- 
ed the foil of this magnificent garden with the feéds of cor- 
ruption; it was becaufe the eyes of thé Romans were fam 
harized with obfcéne ftatués, with the Ganymede of Jupi- 
ter, the Swan of Leda; they did not feruple to chifel the 
adultery of Mars and Venus on their feftival cups. 

_T recollect with pleafure what was called the round of 
the Luxemburg; the innocent dances madé up of children. 
of both fexes; under thé eyes of their parents, looked like 
a family meeting; there every thing was lively, anin:ated, 
fmiling, and chatte ;-there weré no other flatues than thofe 
of naturs, whofe rofes covered the bofom. Pure as the 
flowers which married themfelves under their eyes, the 
young girls did not fufpe&t that one day they would have 
their hymen as well as the flowers. a | 

. But 
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But the arts, the fe arts, I hear every one exclaiming 
around me. Modefty, however, turns away, or cats down | 
its eyes, and finds thefe fine arts ugly in feveral of thofe. 
immoral maftet-pieces.- Be 4, ons 

Why thould not a very lively fentiment be alfo a pro- 
found réafoning? and what anfwer fhall we return to the 
powerful though tacit reproach of that mother who forbids 
herfelf thé walk, and even paflage, through the garden? 
Have we no longer arly modelt women? 

_I will not fay with Dupaty, morals and ftatues are two 
things incompatible; but I will fay, Let us not forget that 
&évery people has its modefty, «and that modefty, befides be= 
ing the fafe-guard of certain principles, is moreover the 
grace of love: 7 . 

Is it not in favour of modefty that night draws her cur- 
tain, that the {pring drefles the trees and fhrubs with foliage ? 
and is it not under their myfterious fhade that the birds 
themfelves dre{s the nuptial bed? , 


CHAP. CCXX: 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 21ST OF JANUARY: 


Tuts annivetfary is foundéd on a law highly politic; 
and is become a republican and immortal feftival. 


Mieux vaiit goujat debout, qu’ empereur enterré. 


This line contains a great deal of good fenfe. Fontenelle 
faid, “‘ I am the friend of printed books, but*I make 
“war on manufcripts.” Thus when the work is done; 
when the ftatue is melted, when the axe is fallen, it is no- 
longer what is done that we ought to cenfure; the paft. is 
ho longer in our power; we have to look only at the pre- 
fent and the future. - 2 a 8 . 

In politics efpecially yefterday is a corpfe. Fiom this 
anniverfary it refults, that it is nota man, but a govern-. 
ment, which we have deftroyed; if wé had not killed it; 
it would have killed us. ey i 
_ Every public fin@tionary takes an oath on that day of 
hatred to royalty. I have taken it, and if it were not in 
my heart it would not have pafied my lips. Ob 

.. 
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On the aif of Tansiaey, 1796, fourth year of the republic, 
the féte which,was to be celebrated in. the commemoration 
‘of the juft punifhment of the tyrant, began by. difcharges 
of artillery, and at elght in the morning drams and trum- 
pets informed the moft indolent that the féte and their 
duty called them to the Champ de Mars. 

At noon all the conftituted authorities of Paris were 
_aflembled around a great flatue féated like that of liberty, 
but which, from its forms and its attributes, feemed rather 
to reprefent Hercules, or ftrength. 

The Direétory prefided in full drefs, and the patriotic 
airs of the Marfetllois, Ca iva, of Veillons au falut de Pempire, 
Je Chant du depart, &c. were fung. At two the oath was 
taken at the found of a numerous difcharge of artillery, 
‘and repeated bya crowd of republicans “Fal of enthu- 
fiafm, and ready to thed their blood in defence of their 
‘works. ~ 

It was along time fince we had had a republican fete; 
this was celebrated with pomp, welcomed ‘with tranfport, 
and terminated without any accident, in fpite of the fad 
prefentiments of fome, and the peremptory: prophecies of: 
others. 

What are we to think of this fete? that it is in the 
political order of things we fhould ; avoid the example of the 
Englifh. 

_ We may be reconciled with people, but. it is not when 
we have cut off their heads. 

Every defpot on the earth felt on the nape of his neck 
the ftroke of the guillotine, which feparated the head of 
Louis the XVith from his body; they will caer be 
the eternal enemies of the French republic; they will dif- 
{emble fora long time ; ‘they will make treaties,. but they . 
will not the lefs endeavour to avenge their caufe in that of 
the decapitated king, ‘It is becaufe time cannot efface 
this terrible example, that. they: will ‘frive to deftroy the 
‘nation which has dared to give it to the univerfe. “This 
nation ought then to brave all defpots together, when they 
fhall have the infolence to afk us an account of the blood 
of a perfon perjured; it ought to celebrate the anniver- 
fary of the 21ft of January, and threaten to reduce to 
‘powder the neighbouring thrones, fooner than give the 
flighteft hint of fear or repentance. 

I did all I could to fave the laft king from the sunt 
ment of death; he is no more; his afhes are infenfible; 
and if it was neceflary, 1 would dance politically over his 
grave. 


If 
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If a good deal of courage was neceffary in certain dépu- 
ties not to vote his death, much more was neceflary to vote 
for his refpite, and this ig what I did alfo. I remember 
that our vote was received with menaces and hiffings. Yes, 
it is impoffible to defcribe the agitation, even to madnefs, 
of this long and convulfive fitting. The members who 
ventured to manifeft their defire of delaying the death of 
the king were overwhelmed with invectives. The deputies 
of the Gironde employed the greateft firmnefs in this pain- 
ful ftruggle. Thuriot and Barrere fpoke as if they trembled 
that Louis fhould efcape his executioners. - 

In this manner a throne of eight hundred years was over; . 
turned, and dyed in blood, and yet its duration is certainly 
the thing the moft aftonifhing. : 

It is for hiftory to fay why the greater part of the crown- 
ed heads, at the time of the king’s trial, did net throw 
fome obftacle in the way of his death, and to obferve 
moreover, how prefumptuous it is that one among them 
_ might have participated in it by indireét means; and thefe 

hypocritical courts affect to throw the moft odious colours 
over a féte, which the fafety and dignity of a great nation 
imperioufly command. oo a 


a 


He 


CHAP, CCXXI. 


BILLS STUCK ON THE WALLS. 


THAT uninterrupted feries of white, red, rofe-colour, 
yellow, green, blue, and grey placards, all newly ftruck 
with the ftamp,: is an indication at firft of the power of the 
law. I behold them afterwards as load-ftones attracting 
the paflengers, fixing them before the walls, fo as to make 
them forget the rolling of the carriages; and they faften 
their eyes on them, as much to regulate their ideas as to 
‘quicken their memory, and learn wifdom and experience. 
from the various documents laid before them. 

_If you look for the vehicle of public inftru@tion, you — 
will find it in thofe bills; the great point would be to 
write them well, that is, to make them the vehicle of what 
is good. 

In revolutionary tempefts thefe bills fupply the place 
of the alarm-bell, affemble the factions tumultuoufly toge- 

er, 
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ther, make the governors tremble behind their fatellites, 
inflame paffions, and put a hot iron in the hand of every 
bill-writer. | 

Bills formerly gave no ther information to the public 
than that of the fale of houfes, with their appendages and 
appurtenances; or the deceafe of fome fat cardinal, with 
the number of bottles of old wine in his cellars, that of 
his rings, and other apoftolical jewels; or the failing of 
tome fhips for the Eaft Indies. At prefent thefe bills form 
a courfe of moral philofophy, of politics, and literature ; 
precepts on the art of governing men are found by the 
fide of the golden promifes of the cafhiers of tontines, and 
the rules of legiflation are ftudied between the advertife- 
ment of wonderful tricks of flight of hand and the {peci- 
fics of ‘the mountebank. | 
This is an inftruétive, permanent and: continually re- 
newed library, which’ wants no clerks’ either to hold the 
book on the defk or turn over the leaf. It is an oftenfible 
collection of ‘all atts, projeéts, and fugitive or fingular con- 
ceptions of men. It is a mute, but eloquent advertife- 
ment at the end of every ftreet, which fpeaks to you of 
your health, of your fortune, of your pleafures, of your 
appraaching journies; and which daily entertains you with 
objects of “natural hiftory, diplomacy, finance, and the 
kitchen. In the twinkling of an ‘eye you become the 
tenant of. the feudies and labours of ev ery artift, ‘mechanic, 
or paftry cook. A fimple and {hort ‘analyfis puts you in 
the way of judging from the fample of the matters of every 
{cience. © 

Dainty feeders, joyous " fellows, with rubicund nofes, - 
pals ail thefe fcientific advertifements , but they well know 
where they can drink their : fill of Bourdeaux, ‘Cham- 
pagne, and the rare liqueur of the iflands. Thirty-two 
bills of ‘theatres always near each ‘other, and always in 
rivalry, tell us that the people themfelves form a new kind 
of clergy, which affiduoufly ferve the numerous temples of 
Parifian idlenefs, hd prove that our play- houfes make up 
for the {pacious circus of the Romans ; “for we love cakes 
and amufements quite as much as thofe ancient mafters of 
ihe world.” At Rome, howeyer, the blind played neither 
tragedy nor comedy; they didnot print handbills. At 
Rome, thofe who were born deaf and dumb did not {peak 
with their fingers. At Rome, Ceefar di@ated to four at a 
time; a mere trifler at Paris an improvifateur advertifes, 
that ‘be dictates ten letters at a time to ten different per- 

ange fons, 
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fons, pn as many fubjeéts'as fhall be propofed to him, in 
five different languages, French, Latin, Englifh, Spanith, 
and Italian; and that all fhall be finifhed at the fame time. | 
The reftaurateurs and traiteurs, lately keepers of cooks 
fhops, and all models of fcientific knowledge, outbid each 
other in promifes and fenfual experiments: in every quar- 
ter they offer you-their table and their talents; the glut- 
ton compares and meditates. ‘The young glutton of ano- 
ther. kind, unable to refift the firft rebellion of the paffions, | 
and who has been ftung by the perfidious ferpent of plea- 
fare under the bed of rofes, is warned not ‘to give -himfelf 
up to defpair: he may chufe his Efculapius, be reftored 
again to life, become more wife, and turn away his eyes 
another time from the brilliant tinder of a bourgeois ball. 
~ You may even be informed, and you may read it with- 
out fpectacles, that this devouring cancer is yielding to the 
efforts of art; and that this rapacious vulture, which preys 
indiftin@ly on wives and virgins, may, without the knife, 
be attacked and extirpated in its birth, As for ruptures, the 
elaftic bandages weary your eyes. eg. 

“Who is that bill-fticker, mounted‘on a fhort ladder? 
What is there to come from beneath the pafte of his. thick 
bruth, with which he is feummering fo rapidly the fuffer- 
ing wall? Pro/pectus of journals! The titles are all droll 
and fingular; all are anxious.to reform our political ideas, . 
to teach us the true ftate of things, as well -as the method 
to cure the evils of empires. eS a 


© Plus on en tue, et plus il s’en prefente.”. VOLTAIRE. 


Oh! what a privilege it isto be enabled every day ‘to. 
judge of men, empires, and events; to diftribute praife or 
blame to generals, writers, and legiflators! How proud we 
are to warn pofterity of what it ought to think, for fear it 
fhould be deceived! How glorious is it to erect our {peak- 
ing tribunes two feet above a bourn! Antiquity never. 
knew any thing about hand-bills! Poor antiquity! our de- 
- fcendants will be {till much better taught. | a 

The placard covers, colours, and clothes Paris at this 
moment, and we may call it Paris advertifer, to diftinguith 
it, by its moft apparent drefs, from the other cities of the 
world. i i eee * ae 

Thefe numberlefs papers, of every form and colour, 
teach fereigners that there is no town where there are fo 
many people who read, fo many people who write, fo 
many people who print, fo many people who invent, fo 

many 
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marly people who fpeculate, ic many ecople who aaey ie 
many people who project, and fo many who never exe- 
cute. 

The ftamp-tax, which | reaches the frayed pug. or the . 
roving canary bird, as well. as the modeft adveértifement of 
_ the teacher of Latin, and that of moré fetious ¢ concern, the 
pawnbrokers; does, not hinder, a pillar, a corner of a 
door, not the leaft furface,. from being covered with: a 
great or little, ‘placard, broad or natrow; and this inge- 
fous tax, which ought to have taken place - much fooner, . 
promiifes to become produétive: Indireé&t taxes, fo often 
rejected by the economifts, aré the wifett means of feviv- 
ing oir republic. 


CHAP. CCXXIL. 


euyor’ s DICTIONARY. 


\ 


Tih fidy of out ‘smbérles ie “fs a fade truly 

affiGing;. we feel ourfelves_lofing the refpe& we ought ta 
feel for the word léw, when we add the word laws’; we 
have tl then the ided orily of dn imnienfe ocean, in which 
the mind, atténition, and. memory rake thipwreck: . 
_ In. our regeneration it was neceflary. to. be. quick in 
building ; when largé holes are miade; the void becomes 
very perceptible, dnd néceffity compelled us to fill it up itt 
a precipitate manher. The political body. is a perfect re- 
femblance of 2 fick Body overwhelmed with remedies... To 
thofe laws, created in times of ignorance, . often without 
any conneétion or harmony, | fometimes inefficacious, often 
ill executed, are joined ours, imperfect in theit compila- 
tion, ftill uncértaih ; in fhort; too new to agree with out 
former notions. 

If we have brokén the yoke of routines and entraves; we. 
have not hefitated in giving ourfelves néw ones: | 

Nothing ii more formidable than this fuperfetation of 
the laws; and nothing perhaps is 4 greater pioof of the 
legiflative mania, of thé haughty confidence of theory, than 
this code, which is become thicker in a few years than all 
the other codes in the world. 

Who does not ftart back with difmay on feeing this 
voluminous mafs? However great: the necefhity, the moft 

Vor. I:  M intrepid 
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intrepid citizen cannot help Iofing courage, when he wants 
“to confult on the one hand évery thing which he has to’ 
know for the regulation of his civil condu&, and, on the 
other, inveftigate the formidable difficulties which furround 
him on every fide, if he be’ willing to’ conciltate doctrines: 


fo divergingy ee - ae : . 
. There are rio queftions which do not offer particular 
embarraflments, refulting fromi that chaos of ancient laws’ 
which have not been abrogated; and of more than twenty- 
five thoufand new: ones. What an inextricable Iabyrinth ! 
who will give us the clue’ fit.to guide us through this im- 
-menfe Dedalus* ~ i as oe a4 
An ancient judgé of the tribunal of révifion, the C, 

Guyot, has undertaken this tafk. He has juft analyfed not 
only the laws, but the fenfe of the laws; he has reduced 
to palpable forms thofe laws ftuck round with contradic- 
tions, and has cleared them away ;' his ftyle is concife ; he 
has introducéd_us, in, fhort, into a regular edifice, and we 
fhall walk no loriger in darknefs. 

All thé décifions, which, can excité’ our intéreft or our 
euriofity, are claffed after the alphabetical mode, the mode 
which anfwers beft to our daily wants, as well as our natu- 
fal impatience. aa ee — 

' There is no part. either of civil of criminal jurifpru- 
dencé which has not been‘handled ;. and: the cuftoms and 
ufages havé been more éxaminéd during five yéars, than 
‘during the fpace of twenty ages. 6 eh sack 
_ If the. philofopher fighs over the’ thoufand perplexing’ 
formula with which we have hampered ourfelves, the 
author of this Didionnaire raifonné des Lois clears away the 
rubbifh ; with a ftrong mind, tinCtured with the -principles 
of liberty; and at the fame time concifé and regular, he 
‘points out errors .and amendments on évéry fide, whick 
will not fail to deftroy that pedantry of regulations, which 
has fo. much obfcured thé valuable works of the revolu- 
tion. His réfpeétful complaints will teach wifdom to new 
legiflators ; they will fecond their courage, mature at leaft 
the end of a revolution, which was undertaken only to givé 
to human dignity the greateft latitude of liberty.. ee 
~ You will find in Guyot’s di€tionary, a meditation of 
the whole f¥ftem of jurifprudence; a plan in which he 
introduces -all the ideas of our legiflative aflemblies; oft- 
times: found réafoning, fometimes the energy of a. firm 
and daring mind; views of reform; and thofe precious 
qualities are not disfigured by the dry pedantry of erudi- 
tion, by a continual abufe,.of citations; by a ma 

ood and 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. | 163 


ind wandering prolixity, by the difgufting ftyle of the pro: 
TION. | 
. More than one reader, who begins to feel difgutt at thie 
ftudy of our jurifprudence, who, trembles at the details, 
will take. Up the..work of which I am {peaking ; he will. 
meet in it inftrnétion, without drynefs ; ; he will not find it 
tedious; he will’ give ‘himfelf up. to d {cience madé to 
intereft. him ;. he will,be fond, in fhort,. of this good book. 
which is more .than elemientary, and which befides iS not. 
voluminous. ‘Thofe who are invefted with any portion. of 
ublic authority ought to confult it in preferérice ; but 
other citizens may alfo read_this diftionary, and they will 
efteem the author for it. What more glorious eos 
can crowi fo ufeful a work | 


CHAP, CCX XIII. 


GOWNS, ATTIRE, 

THE. peetty worsen and the goddeffes of the day conti- 
nue to fweep the muddy. fireets of the capital. with theif 
flowing and tranfy parent robes. fs 

The ferene tky of Greece, the mild dnd equal teitipe= 
fature of its climate, the cleannefs. of! the ftreets of its opu- 
lent cities; juftified the form dnd. the wearing of Athenian 
Bowes “bat, in: a city. of miud and: inioke, in 5 


which, i in. “their turn, our » elcbetan ftrcllers decorate ‘chem. 
felves. It is laid afide for a doll’s boddice, narrow and 
pinched, and.fhows a fhape lately invifible. 

Not 4 petite maittefle, not 4 grifette, who does not: deco. 
fate herfelf on. a Sunday with an Athenian. niuflin gown, 
and who does not draw up the pendant folds. on the right 
arm, in order to drop into the form of fome antique, or at 
leaft equal Venus aux belles feffes. | 

The men wear a {quate coat of an immeafurable fength, 
folded over the knees; the breeches over the calves of the 
legs; the thoes ate ftick on to the point of the foot, and 
are thin as pafteboard; the head repofes on a Cravat as on a 

M2 cuthion, 
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éufhion, in form -of a wafh-hand bafon; with others.if. | 
ferves as a grave for their chins. ; 
. The hair is either ftivering, or divided on the forehead, 
the hanging fidés float behind the ears. No longer ruffles 
and chitterlings ; the rage for linen fine. as cambric is uni- 
verfal. A golden pin, in form of a ftar or a butterfly, dif- — 
plays the finenefs and whitenefs of the fhirt. . 


* Equipped in this fort, the beau ftruts like a Hercules; a 
knotted ftick in his hand, and fpeétacles on his nofe. . 
. We have loft all right of laughing at our grandfathers”. 
long-fkirted coats, with Tong facings: the great facks of 
our great-grandmothers have, with great reafon, thé merit 
of antiquity above thofé of their great-grand-daughters, 
pinched up like puppets of the natural fize’of the polichi- 
nelloes inthe fhops 
You find them fill, ia afl their frefhnefs, in the old- 
clothes fhops at the Halle ;° precious depofits, which offer, 
to the thinking man, and to wife children, true models of 
fimplicity, wifdom, and domeftic economy. . 
, Ab! what feeling man,can behold them without breath- 
ing a figh, withoué thinking, on the hunger which expofes 
them to fale, when they ought to have been the reward or 
portion of a good and well-educated daughter!  ° 
. We admire. at thé Bois de Bologné the haugfity and ma- 
jeftic beauty of our modern Calypfoes and Eucharifes; we 
are in extafiés at the fight of theit zones, their wigs, theit 
open robes, which difcover a leg of éxquifite gracé; we 
fuftify the luxury, or tather the diffipation of their drefs: 
' But is there one'of thefe tefplérident béauties who has found- 
eda bed in an hofpital for thé fick and indigent man? 
. They are occupied by more important projects; theif 
boudoir is in want of a marble Cupid! | a 
_ In the morning they ftudy thé Journal des Damés, and 
othe fketches of the ‘fathions; difcufg with their hair-drefler 
on the efficacy of the watet of pleafure, the profpectus of 
which, diftributed at the Palais Egalité, informs the readers, 
that it has the property of hindering hufbands frony becom- 
ing faithlefs to their wives while théy aré lying-in. i & 
. Po fee thofe incroyables and merveilleufes in their -droll 
accoutrements, any one would afk if the toilette of an 
' Adonis is longer than that of a nymph: the lofs of time 
one would fuppofe was the fame on both fides. The meroy- 
ables perfume themfelves like the women, and, like them, 
they have as many rofes to tle, and as many knots to 
maker > *. a ee ee hee 
a The 
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“The toilette of their courfers is ftill longer than: theiz 
awn. How.often does the horfe of that Amazon ftrike his — 
foot on the ground with impatience under the {fciflars of 
the groom! ~ PS Mele 

After thefe fingularities, there are’ others which are not | 
‘efs piquant; I mean. the ftreet-fingers. Thefe chorifters 
have attained a certain degree of perfection: they frequent 
the Faydeau ‘concert, and form themfelves after the bef 
models. “Fhat man in particular, at the wheat-quay, the 
Orpheus of the Limoufins, after fun-fet, carols already in 
the ftyle of Garat, and. hig enchanted auditors repeat his 
delicious warblings in piano. . ‘ 
_ The porters of the Halle are not quite fo delicate ;. it is: 
true that their fongs are in the down-right ftyle of repub- — 
lican liberty ; they exprefs alike the word and the thing, 
to the great fatisfaétion of the boys. and girls who liften 
to them, ‘The auditory of that region have ears like their. 
windpipe. ir 43 eae 

While the fiddler fets the. teeth on edge with a violin 
with three ftrings, his female plays on another. The blind: 
men of the Quinze-vingts have no longer the privilege. of 
thrumming the fiddie, and fhaking our, brains with’ the. 
military drum ; their gains are fhared by other blind labour-. 
ers. "Thofe famous fiddlers, whofe walking orcheftra fol. 
lowed the. car of Reafon, in' the glorious days of Robef-. 
pierre, aét. tragedies and comedies at prefent, This diff-. 
cult operation is as eafy of belief as the motion of a 
blind man; who pretended at the tribune of the Jacobins, 
that he faw clearer into finance than the whole of the. 


‘9 - b 


‘Iegiflative. body. 


“CHAP, CCXXIV. — 
DEMOLITION OF CHURCHES, 


. Fue churches are tumbling down on all fides; in a 
few years we {hall no longer know where the churches. of 
the. Cordeliers, of the Jacobins, of the Auguitins, of the 
 Carmelites, of the Bernardines,’ of St. Opportune, of St. 
Jean-en-Gréve, and of St. Germain-le-vieux, once ftood. 

* St. Jacques la Boucherie, whofe origin: is loft’ in. the. 
night of time, and whofe tower rifine-to-the. clouds: has 
conftantly defied the thunderbolt, and has been. fpared,. 
: 1S. 
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is falling at this moment under the ftroke of the pickaxe, 
This church will coft much more to demolifh, than it coft 
PGS Oa Rg ee CR I 
_ On an epitaph faftened to one of its pillars we read, 
that a workman gained nineteen fous nine deniers for nine, 
days’ labour. The plafter coft a fous the fack, andthe mark 
of filver was then only feven or eight livres. © In turning 
over the leaves of the parith regifter, we find the names of: 
véry €xtraordinary parifhioners; fuch as Guillaume-hauffe- 
cull, Perette Gaudete.” ‘Two chanters were named, one, 

ean Carmen, the otlier, Jean Flageolet. ° s 

‘Thofe Gothic temples, under the vaults of which the, 
fpiders peaceably wove their hereditary webs, will no longer 
refound with the timid hymn of the infant chorifters, nor 
the-meafured fong of the cloiftered females. We fhall no 
longer ‘hear the pfalmody, in the fong of fongs, with a 
gentle and delicate’ voice, the tender verfe,, Veni, mea 


columba; colimba mea, veni. © 
_ And that folitary bell; whofe prolonged found was dif- 
tinguifhed through the whole of Paris, during, the filence: 


of the night, will:no longer call to matings thofe celebrated 
monks, who, from a fpirit of ‘penitence, made the {eas tri- 
_ butary to'their tables, converted only with their bottles, cut. 
toothpicks, férenaded their’ birds, framed virgins in’ wax, 
and died at the’age of eighty, their cells full of ratafia and’ 


_confedioniary. 
. The women’s imonafteries, the feraglios of the, grand 

vifitors, are changed into grocery warehoufes and. rutal_ 
balls ; thé triumphant loves hover over the ruins of thofe, 

dormitories, where fo many tears of love have been ufelefily 
fhed, and* where youth, fecluded by fuperftition, withered. 
away like the rofe thrown on the cold and marfhy ground. ~ 


CHAP. CCXXV. 
ARREST OF BABOEUE AND DROUET.- 
i ee: OE eo ae a 


_ Here we are, once more efcaped. from anew con{pe 
racy, which would have fecured the triumph of. the moft 
hideous fyftem of plundér, and which, in a few. hours, in a 
day at moft,: would ‘have.exemplified all the horrors, all the 
crimes of the revolutionary regime. — Sees 

See Wee aWuagesh he he oe ae pay But 
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But muft we be for ever fubje&ed to thefe revolutionary 
tempefts, and is our political exiftence to be as. infecure: as 
the phyfical fituation. of the inhabitants of the torrid zone, 
where a few calm days are fucceeded by the thickeft dark- 
nefs, broken onty by the lightning’s dreadful flath? = 
The faétions, which raged during the long feffions.of the - 
national convention, feemed. to have found a term in the 
birth of our new government. It was imagined. that.a . 
conftant calm was at length about to fucceed fuch a. feries 
of-convulfions, and that none in future would dare to at- 
tempt the deftruction of the people, in the people’s name? 
they had been fo often deceived by their falfe and faithlefs 
friends, that it feemed they were no longer to be the dupes 
of the fame lies, or the fame impudence. r 
We heretofore thought that great talents were neceflary 
to difturb ftates; and that great villains were even endowed 
with a fort of fuperior mind: our revolution has proved 
to us, that this opinion was not always. true. We have | 
_ feen men who were abfolutely nothing, and whofe exif- 
tence we were ignorant of the day preceding, appear in the 
fcene; men, the very outcaft-of fociety, but. whofe.ephe-. 
meral exiftence has caufed more difafters than the long. . 
career of Czfar and -Cromwell ever occafioned to their 
re{fpective countries, —__ fae. Cs A ae ae 
But is it to the habit of-political convulfions, or to a . 
' melancholy apathy, that we ought to attribute the little 
fenfation which thofe latter plots of the violent. and crafty 
enemies of the republic have excited; or fhall we impute 
it to that frivoloufnefs, to that. levity, which has made us ~ 
glide over every event, which dried up the next -day. the 
tears of the paft evening, and which permitted us lately to . 
fing on the banks of a wide river of blood, and dance by 
the glare of funeral torches ? . . P es 
Thofe : ferocious men, adepts in revolutionary crimes, 
counted a good deal on this indifference, on this forgetful- 
nefs of tthe paft, on that fatal. indulgence which fcreened 
fo many criminals. It was the hope of impunity which . 
emboldened fo many. men, who miftook impudence. for. 
greatnefs; they made a parade of a fort of political depra- 
vity, -and of that daily aflafination of laws and civil order, 
which is the moft dreadful. of all fcourges both for nations 
as well as individuals. . ae = eres 
. The clear perception of the paft is. the conception of the. 
future ; there are no more limits for him who has over- 
leaped every limit; the proftitute never blufhes but once ; 
the drinker of blood fhudders only at the firft crime; the 
conipirators, 
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‘gonfpirators, fince the reth of March, are, and always 
will be, the fame. ‘September, in fhort, “has given birth 
to all the crimés which have’ followed the dreadful filence 
of the laws. ope OES Ue eee ee 

Figure to yourfelf a traveller ingulphed ina ravine of 
the Appennines, and who'finds himfelt compelléd to meet 
the- attack’ of a“ferocious animal, ‘a wild ‘bear; he cannot 
combat, conquer, and kill him, without affurhing fomething 
of his'ferdcity, © °° 0 8 ee Oe 
' Ftvis'for hiftory to fay why-Baboeuf was punifhed, and 
the gates of the prifon opened to Drouet.° 7 7 


‘ 
DP Er, 


. CHAP. CCXXVE 
SHOPS, SMALL SHOPS, STALLS. 


Wuat is-moft in evidence in. the city is to fee the, 
quays, the bridges, the erdfs-ways, the public’ places, ‘the. 
_comers of. the ftreets, and ftreets the whole of their length, 
obftructed by moveable ftalls ;. barracks, even warehoufes. 
of giocety and cutlery, ftretching out to the middle of the 
pavement. “Ihe parapets of the quays are covered with, 
books; there are more bookfellets than cakefellers; there’ 
muft be a prodigious number of readers, for you fee ftalls 
of books évery where ; there are bookfelers’ fhops in hand- 
barrows, who make off when it rains, arid retutn in fine 
weather. ‘hey ‘have difcovered the fecret of putting the 
greateft number of fhops in the fmalleft place. poffible.. 
‘They have dug under the walls, and fome ftreets of Paris 
aré like ‘a bee-hive, in which that problem of geometry is 
yefolved by a mércantile'mechanifm.” © © 7 0 

‘On whatever fidé you turn your fteps you, fee the per- 
manent fair of France, where traders are niched “in-the . 
{malleft hole poffible. “You fee lufty carpenters, -who with 
brawny arms are bufy in mounting {caffolding, placing 
props, and. fufpénding whole houfes on crofs beams. ~ | 

‘Here you find workmen, who, climbing up on fhort 
ladders, demolifh, cut, pierce through ftone work of four 
feet thicknels, to change ftables into counting-houfes. ‘The 
mafulipatan, the madras, the fhawl, ‘difplay ‘their glowing 
colours at the place‘where the prancing nag champed his 
hay from -berieath the‘ rack-ftaves; and the fhed of the — 
ae or, on ~4 ch ache wwe Ge Og sore . > groom, 


e 
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‘room is become the milliner’s boudoir; the {fmell of the 
dung yet remains. — at a yee Te ae 
’Thaye taken a fhop, and’begun trade, is what all thefe 
fellers of every thing and doers of nothing tell you; this, 
however, finds work for the {mith, who is every day invent- 
ing fure locks; the joiner, who makes window-frames in 
the modern gothic, in order to throw the. light more deli- 
cately on the ftuffs; the painter, in fhort, who varies his 
atabefque according to the caprice of his employers. “Fhe 
thops are refplendent with light, ‘and the {malleft have their 
funs and their argands, ar eae 

The orthography of the modetn figns no longer fear 
the cenfure of the purift, while the letters of the, names 
prefent ftrokes, the elegance and boldnefg of which deférve’ 
the attention of fworn writers: this is a vifible ameliora- 
tion, 

But a great number of thefe fhops, fo brilliant on the 
outfide, have nothing but factitious riches within. Thofe 
boxes, ranged with fo much fhow in their cafes, contain 
nothing pretty generally but hay; neverthelefs, every one 
wifhes to appear a confiderable dealer, and the fuccefs of | 
the fale depends more or lefs on the dexterity of the fhop- 
man who is the decorator. “This is the mode. A handker- 
chief fkilfully difplayed makes a dozen in the glaffes oppo, 
fite; and, thanks'to’ their magic, more than one fhop- 
keeper poffefies a double warehoufe. Befides; it is a truth 
too well known, that of thirty fhops of: frefh date there 
are fearcely ten which fupport themfelves wrth any dif- 
tin@tion, © Ve ee 

Failures follow quickly, and before the fhop-tax is paid ” 
the fhop is let to another tradefman, who boafts already 
of this title, which he will not keep for a long time. Blun- 
ders, inconftancy, and falfe calculation, are the charaéte- 
riftics of a multitude of heads which are to be,.met with 
only at Paris. © 0. oe a: 

, Yefterday four argand lamps, iiuminated with .all their 
{plendour the fineft {hop in the quarter; to-day a fingle 
candle with its timid light betrays the ruin of the matter. 
Ah! if it were known by how many facrifices fuch a wo- 
man purchafes the glory of exhibiting herfelf in a wig be- 
hind the counter, aboye which. her name fhines tn letters 
of gold, how many.people would be cured of the fatal itch 
of making themfeives tradefmen! for how many individu- 
als imagine they can, without ftriking a ftroke, tranfac& 
the commerce of both thé Indies, becaufe they have feen, 


-¢he brilliant warehoufes of the Palais Royal? Imitation 


exerciles, 
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minds. . : ~ N 

. What particularly firikes the fight are the gold{miths, 
who, acrofs their fquares, difplay riches in which tafte pre- 
dominates over-value. This frail rampart is conftantly re- 
fpected by the pickpocket and the thief; it has fcarcely - 
ever been known that a fquare has been broken. 

Such is.the cupidity of the tradefman, that he fees nothing 

in Paris but his fhop and his getting forward ; it is the cen- 
tre of commerce: he makes a ridiculous abufe of this word, | 
which he has never comprehended. 

. Bankruptcies muft neceflarily be very frequent in a city 
where the number of traders furpafles, if we may ufe the. 
exprefhion, the number of buyers, whom the extreme {car- 
city of money, and the taxes incurred by the enormous 
expences of the war,- forbid not only all fuperfluous expen- 
ces, but even thofe of the ftriteft neceflity. 9 

Befides,, the too great concurrence between the great 
and little tradefmen tends only to drive away induftry, 
which cannot, be a long time fufpended without being loft 
and annihilated. The deftru€tion of companies has engen- 
dered this numerous race of little tradef{men, who have nei- 
ther probity;, honour, nor confcience, and who, having 
paid the. patent, imagine they have acquired a right to fwin- 
dle. Sooner or later this legion of miferable retailers will 
_ repent of having renounced their former calling ; for it is 
in the order of things that a barber fhould become a wine- 
merchant, a coachman a coffeehoufe-keeper, a lackey a 
gold{mith, a clerk a grocer, a kettle-mender a bookfeller, 


exercifes an incredible empire over a multitude of weak 


and a porter an upholiterer, 
fF : 


+ - CHAP. CCXXVIE 
PATRIOTIC FOURTH. 


_A xKinp of contribution, to which the national aflembly — 
invited every citizen, in order to fuccour the wants of the. 
flate, ruined by the depredations of the court. - 

-An old warrior, who had received no, reward from the. 
Prince for whom.he had fhed his blood, poor but-proud, 
lived retired in the country without regretting the ee 

8 "had 


a 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS, . yt 


had loft; when they came to atk him, in virtue. of the 
decree, the new quarter voted, “ It is in vain to afk me,” 
_fayshe, “ for my quarter, a cannon-ball took it from me 
* at Kloflercam,” R-balt t00k 4 3 


_ CHAP, CCXXVIII, 
NEW CARRIAGES. 


THEse have not, under the-republican regime, the 
heavy air of the carriages of the firft prefident of the par- 
liament, the melancholy rumbling of that of the keeper of 
the feals, the amplitude of thofe of old dowagers of the 

‘blood royal ;, thefe diminutives of the coaches in the time 
of Henry the Fourth have given place to the lighter berlin, 
the fuperb defobligeant, to the motionlefs dormeufe, to the 
rapid phaeton, the eafy whitky, and the cabriolet folo with 

its jingling bells. - : oe ae 

"Phe carriages are cut fquare, and mounted high ;. their 
rolling is eafy; the feat of the coachman is a large and 
long canopy with rich fringe; he is pérched fo, high, that 
you might call him a telegraph; the pannels of the. carri- 
ages are ornamented with flips and knobs of metal; there 
are neither arms nor cyphers; a fmooth varnifh gives them 
all an air of refemblance. The coachman, from his 
height, is more, mafter of his horfes, but if it was not his 
duty to be conftantly attentive, he might obferve every 
thing that pafles in the entrefols. The chariots of the 
happy of the day are fimple, elegant, without gilding, light 
as the clouds borne away by the wind, made to follow the 
flight of the fwallow, or carry off the prize in the Olympic 
games; they fly like lightning, and this. is the reafon why 
the foot-paflengers apzcar to she eyes of the drivers nothing 

‘but ftraws or ftones. oy oe 


This extreme quicknefs leaves.no, interval between the 
exchange and the money-jobber’s hotel: It is in fuch 
carriages, alas! too fpeedy, in which thofe terrible pro- 
confuls, who left after them in every department the {mell 
of human blood, which they fhed in torrents, traverfed 
France in every direCtion, and at the, fame time not a fin- 
gle avenging hand was to be found-in any great, or in any 
crofs road, 
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Tf, at leat, thefe carriages had had the heavinefs of that 
of Louis the XVIth, when through the perfidious counfels 
of his neareft relations, and of the traitor Bouillé, he fled 
from Paris on the night of the 21ft of pub 1791, to go 
to Montmedi, a ftrong place, where. he was to head the 
nobility, and make himfelf. chief of a party againft his 
people, the evil would not have operated with fo much fuc- 
cefs, and above all with fo much celerity. 

Louis the XVIth withed to travel faft, but with as little 
inconvenience as if in his elbow-chair at home ; his. car- 
riage, of quite a new conftruction, was almoft the chateau, 
of the Tuilleries in’ miniature; there was drawing-room, 
fleeping-ropm, wardrohe, dining-room, kitchen ; nothing 
was wanting but the chapel, and. the orcheftra of mufi- 
clans. 

It is {aid that the whole family fhook their, heads with 
laughter, when they faw themfelves in ‘the open country, 
‘at the idea how the Parifians would be thunderftruck, 
They did not forefee. that this heavy trundle ‘was about to 
be crufhed: ‘under, its own weight ; that’ the time which 
would be loft in repairing it would put them again into 
the hands of the crafty La Fayette, who led them back 
ignominioufly to Paris along an. a of fix hundred 

thoufand men under arms, — | 


( 


CHAP. CCKXIX. 
PHIL ANCLOCHES. 


" Daorr name. given to all ot little devotees, who, 
were for ever exclaiming at the tribune that we ought to, 
give back the bells to all the fayers of mafs, in order to 
revive proceffions,~ pilgrimages, fraternities, the penitents, 
of every colour, and all the phalanxes of fuperftition. 3 

Papifm is like a fugar-mill, if it feizes. the tip of your 
finger your whole body mutt pats, 

Who does not now perceive, that in the deftruGtion of 
fo many fhameful prejudices, and in the reform of fo much. 
abfurd belief, if you grant a fingle point to. the enemy of | 
the human underftanding, of the dignity of man, the found: 
of the bells would introduce the auto-da-fe? | 
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CHAP. CCKXX. 
THE MARRIAGE-ADVERTISER: 


Tt is thé name of ai. office, and the title of a journal, 
the froriti{piece of which offers uis.an half agreeable image, 
“and which promifes a little more than the Liar, the Bai, 
or the Penny-poft: ~This is the newfpaper of an able and 
difcteet negotiato?, who without fhame, and with the ap- 
probation of the laws, tranfacts affairs of the heart. _ 

_” With his affiftance, the man dumb from timidity, or 
who, after having confulted his looking-glafs, finds himfelf 
no longer either young or handfome, fpeaks, courts with2 
out being feen, and does not fhew himfelf, except by re- 
verberation, till the denouement. This office has at its 
orders even 2 poet, who makes madrigals and acroftics at a 
fixed price ; and itis {carcely to be imagined how that fome- 
times eafes the. purchafes. ‘ 

~ The man or woman who propofes does riot fail to put 
the fair fide foremoft, that is to fay, their fortune, their 
‘clear revenue in lands and houfes, the produce of their 
—adtual fituation, and, above all, their future éxpéctations. 
- In order fo attra€t general attention to the advertifement, 
“they glide in a few very foft words, certain phrafes ready 
prepared, fweet, honeyifh, which do the office of a pocket 
looking-glafs, and which help to divine the figure, the fhape, 
_ the proportion of the body, the complexion, the conftitus 
tion, all in a favourable-point of view. 

To thefe firft hints of invitation is joined a little note 6f 
agreeable accomplifhments, fuch as finging, the forte piano, 
the clarinet, the harp; but with refpeét- fo ecotiomy, mo-- 
defty in drefs, or the tafle for domedtic duties, not a word. 
is faid; apparently that is underitood. The go-betweens 
are a very polite kind of people; you enter their offices as 
you would thofe of a notary; the rent-roll is verified in a 
twinkling ; -fometimes even the parties have not feen each’ 
‘other when thé preliminaries of the contract are formed ; 
~ for it is to be remarked, that the demands of each on their 
fide f{tipulate the reciprocal equality of fortunes as an eflen- 
tial claufe of the contraét; they count alfo for a good deal 
the ‘hope of inheritance, but ready money is the prepon- 


The 


derating reafon for thé conclufion. 
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The demands of widows of twenty-five years old, with= 
out children, who, wifh to join’ in fecond nuptials with 
widowers of thirty-fix and forty, likéwife without children; 
dre very numerous: All our writers of littke comedies; 
which, as is known, néver terminate but in a marriage, are 
invited to répait to, this officé, whére they will find de: 
nouemens ready madé, and .a$ precipitate alfo as thofe 
which they invent. In thefé forts of negotiations it is not 
love, it is the {trong box,’ which becomes the third party ; 
and the ftrong box oft-times arrangés things much better 
than lové. Per ea in ee we, at 

| This, then, is a fubfcription. quité open for marriage; 
which is no longer a facrament, but knot almoft as eafy 
to’ break as to form, and in which many people engage‘ 
undef the faith of a profpeétus. It, is not faid that there 
are more complaints at this mode of contraét than for that 
which admits of tiials,; flames, and fighs; The parties 
accuftom themfelves to believe what has been. fo long {faid, 
that marriage is a lottery. The ancient Amazons of Ther- 
modon burnt their breaft, in order to draw their bow with 
thore facility. As for the Parifan women, they deftroy. 
the infide of their bofoms by drinking too intemperately of 
wine, evén brandy and ftrong liquors, fo that almioft all 
‘fpeedily make away with themfelves. An uncivil candi- 
date havitig made a more particular enquiry on this fubjeé& 
than the fpace would permit, the clerks wowld not ‘ens 
regifter this unfeemly note. ‘Fhe defire or with is ofteri 
inafked in fpeaking of embonpoint. © 5 

Every one may well fuppofe that in all thefe demands 
mind enters for nothing. Who is the fool that would 
have a wife who was a great wit? Who is the woman 
who aks for any other mental qualification in her hufband; 
than that of amiufing her? What has the conjugal bed 
to do with genius? The people who have too much un: 
derftanding are nice and difficult; as they fee better than 
others the defeéts of every thing, they are but feldom fatis- 
fied, and the fpirit that animates them makes them ex- 
prefs their fentiments ina quick and fometimes ‘ironical 
manner, at which the pride of others is difagreeably hum- 
bled. On the other fide, thofe of limited underftandings, 
but who are blind ehough to think themfelves fuperior 
geniufes, are ftill mote infupportable; they imagine that’ 
they can repair theif infufficiency by-a cauftic and impe- 
rious air, which puts every ore ott of patience, becaufe -it 
is accompanied with no kindof jidgment. What-is then 

wae ae “ a : ie feck EQ’ 
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to bé done? Go to the. marriage advertifing-office, and 
draw at the lottery. 

The pendant to this office fhould be that where a wo- 
man might learn to regain the heart of her hufband ; but 
as this office would be a defart, it is net worth while to 
Write: the frontifpiece. 


a 


e 


CHAP. CCXXXL 
FEU-DE-FILE+FILE-FIRING. 


Wen it happened that it was Robefpierre’ s will thet 
one of the prifoners who were to appear at the bar of 
the revolutionary tribunal fhould. efcape death, Fouquier- 
Tinville made the } Jury - underftand that fuch were the orders 
of Robefpierre, by crying out to them, as they turned te 
deliberate on their verdict, Feu-de-file, and the juty under 
fleed ale well the meaning of that word. 


| - CHAP. CCXXXIL 


~  BIZARRERIEs 
Autioticn royalty has its agents, its emiffaties, its 
blind or fanatical partizans in every quarter, there are mary 
fingular events and unmeaning fayings, which we mutt 
‘place to the account of contradiction or bizarrerie. In 1783, - 
whenever the Englifh were mentioned in company, thele 
two ironical verfes’ were cited : 


Oh ! barbares s Anglois; dont les eruels couteanx 
_ Coupent Ia téte aux iois, et fa queue aux chevaux. 


_ Thefe verfes were found” very witty, and every body 
_ laughed. Abott that time a bad eee. of Laharpe’s 
was acted, entitled Jeanne de Naples, in which were thele 
ive verfes : 


= 


- Quand 


1 


ae 
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( Lo 3 
Quand un maitre aux fujets prefcrit des, attentats, 
On prefente la téte, et Pon n’ obeit pas. 


«© How Larive murdered thefe fine verfes,” evethimed 
~ i “le oy . “ He « Lo 5 a eee! too eg 
a marquis, turning on his heel in a gilt. drawing-room, 

~ : : 


Py 


“ he ought to have {aid} 


Quand un roi des fuijets prefcrit les attentats:. 
On lui cotipe la téte; et lon n’en parle pas.” 


_1 have twenty times heard thefe verfes cited with a fort 
of refleCtive galety, and it is now in thefe very drawing- 
rooms that they are eternally lamenting, from zon, a cataf- 
trophe brought about by all the winds which have blown 
from the four corners of Europe. Every allufion cee 
royal power was’ feized with éagernefs at the theatres, an 


No foice was ufed to'drdg the Parifians to their fe€tions 


Cees 


law as derogatory to their liberty: It was to them no 
. reftraint; 
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yeftraint, but a flight impulfion, which determined their 
will without thwarting it. They laughed at their own in- 
-dolence, and while they laughed executed the law. 
Amongft thofe who have the right of voting, there are 
fcarcely a tenth who condefcend to give themfelves the - 
trouble. How can we explain this indifference in perfons, 
who from morning till night talk of nothing but public 
affairs ? sa a 


CHAP, CCXXXUIL 


DRAWINGS OF LE BRU, 


Wart moft attraéts the crowd in the magnificent gal- 
lery of the Louvre, what moft fixes the eye and the atten- 
tion of every beholder, are the fingular iketches of Le 
Brun, who has the phyfiognomy of certain men and ani- 
mals. It leads the mind to reflection, to compare the prin-. 
cipal features of the phyfiognomy of men, whom we have 
feen or known, where we find a flighter or more ftriking 
refemblance to thofe of animals. However diftant this 
refemblance, it is often fufficient to recall the ideas of cun- 
ning and ftupidity, of mildnefs or ferocity, excited by cer- 
tain countenances, 

' Some, after this examination, glide flily towards the 
great mirrors at. the bottom of the gallery, to verify their 
faces in the glafs, and obferve whether they are moit lke 
the Indian cock or the eagte, the dromedary or the lion, 
_ the monkey orthe hog; but the fcience of phyfiognomy 
"can never be learnt by comparifons or rales; we mutt lay 
afide in fome*fort the vifiblé traces. The fludy of phyfi- 
ognomy is not a fcience, but an’ inftin&; we mui feel, 
not guefs, and be born phyfiognomitts, You will not ar- 
rive at the knowledge of the character ef man by the fc 
ence of aftronomy or ofteology; your eye mutt pierce into 
the mind; folly and cruelty fometimes aifume an open 
countenance, while wit and goodnefs are oft-times found in 
a Socratic head. . — 

Never ftudy portraits, particularly of great perfonages ; 
they are always falfe or fiGtitious; they diiplay enly one- 
view of the countenance, and even that is changed. An 
infinite number of portraits have been taken of Voltarre; 

Vor. Il. N- ail 
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_all are alike, and yet there is not one in my opinion which 
refembles him: He belonged a good deal to the family of _ 
- the great monkéy ; but he had a fparkling eye, which dimi- 
-nifhed his general caft of uglinefs. , or 
-..What we call figure, face, features, change, but phyfi+ 
_ognomy is indelible: this we can trace beneath the wrin- 
kles of age, as beneath the bloom of youth; this not only 
efcapes the chifel and the pencil, but even {peech fails to. 
define it. Let us not be furprifed, that breath divine 
- which is hidden within us, can only be feized by the | 
mind, by the pureft at of our intelligence, by that con- 
netion which eftablithes itfelf between too fouls who feek 
each other, and-who,.as it were, converfe, to know each 
other perfeétly. - eb . 
_ Quackery has feized upon the fcience of phyfiognomy, 
becaufe it ts a fort of moral dictature, which often difturbs 
our felf-love or our diffimulation; but in my opinion nei- 
ther the anatomy, nor the obfervation of the anima] part 
of the’ individual,- nor the connection between the faces 
of animals and the countenance of man, forms the true, 
phyfiognomiit, The exceptions are fo much more nume- 
rous than the rules, that thofe drawings which alarm or 
terrify us are merely the reveries of painters. | - 
Robefpierre, it is true, refembled a wild cat, Marat a 
bird of night, and Collot d*Herbois had, in his hard and 
narrow forehead, fomething of the tiger. Some mouths 
are vifibly cruel; and how. apparent this was in Billaud de, 
Varennes! with thofe favage eyes, with that cold and lift-’ 
lefs attitude, he would have. attended the funeral of the 
world *; and that Danton, whom pleafure itfelf did not 
render human, which is the true mark of a ferocious cha- 
racter, ‘and a feal of reprobation in, his hideous flat coun- 
tenance! and the eternal palenefs of C . .. .! Notwith- 
ftanding all this, our phyfical frame is fo deceitful, that it 
fs impoffible to difcern the mind by the {pring of our ma- 
chine ; we mutt go beyond matter to feize upon the mind 
of man. pe eae 
The fill portrait is much more difficult to trace, than 
when we animate it with paflion: the paflions are never 
equivocal. Sheep are all alike, and. women refemble each 
other much more than men. I believe that all books. and 
reafonings on phyfiognomy lead aftray; anatomical en- 


* T charaéterife the firt Mirabeau, by faying that he refembled a 
lion who had had the fmall-pox; but it would be abfurd to pretend 
that this refemblance had any influence on his charaéter.” 


gravings. 
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gravings are, of all’ things, the moft delufive. A. log of 
wood is not a tree. ar a ee ee: 
. .Man is not entirely in the face, in the head, or’ even -i8 
the buft; he is difcovered in his gait, in'his accent, in his’ 
demeanour, in his attitude, in. his yepofe, in his fleep. 
. ... . Heavens! I have told the half of my fecret, in hfs 
fleep! ..... The man who fleeps difcovers. more to the 
phyfiognomift by inftin&, than’... . . fearful fleep of 
the wicked. . . . I would have all public men obliged to. 
fleep in public. a: Si ee a 
Let us throw afide portraits, drawings, profiles, bones 
_ of the head, the length of the jaws, the. diftance of the 
eyes, the fize of the nofe,- chin more or lefs pointed, ftrait 
or tranfverfal lines, and let the eye of him, who is endued 
with that precious inftiné which we hold from nature, - and 
which we cannot learn from books, meet the eye of the 
man whom he would judge :, we can only appreciate what 
lives, and every portrait is dead. Oe, Se 
A curious perfon had read one evening, in one of thofe 
books which amufe and deceive, that thofe who had great 
beards were ufually giddy: he chofe to look at his own in 
the glafs with a candle, and going too near, burnt the half 
of it, and ‘immediately wrote on the margin of the book; 
As for that rule, it is certain. rh ee Pana 
+ Man refembles only man; he is one fimple point in the 
creation, and the form of each of his members was the 
refult of a fublime thought: he is placed upright on the 
earth ; his foot touches it only by one point, as if to warn 
him that he ought not there to fix his affections, and that 
his eternal country is above. In the organization of his 
admirable frame there are hidden beauties more admirable 
fill. The hand of God has folemnly traced a line of de- 
marcation between man and the brute; and | turn away 
my looks from that impious pencil, which, by the aid of 
a few lineaments, dares affimilate the countenance of man 
to the muzzle of the ftupid ox; or from the obftinate head 
of the long-necked camel, frame men-horfes, men-lions, 
men-magpies, men-monkeys, &c. : 4% a 
If we. take the head of a monkey, and compare it to. 
that of a man, we fhall never find in the narrow cafe 
which inclofes the brain of that mifchievous being, ' the 
feat.of that. brain which invented the watch; nor can [ 
believe that an aquiline nofe is a fign of wickednefs, “be-- 
caufe it recalls the formidable beak of the eagle devouring 
his prey. | 5 
. N 2 The 
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The painter who firft reprefented Adam and Eve in: 
their terreftrial paradife, furrounded by all the animals, 
peaceful and fubmiffive, formed a magnificent and incom- 
-parable pi€ture. _ There every animal has his primitive 
phyfiognomy, from the terrible lion to the innocent {heep ; 
but the fineft form is that of man; and when I fee his head 
proudly rife above the reft, I exclaim, this is the firft living 
being in nature, the reft. are formed to creep at his feet. 
T do not affert that we muft not confult the eyes, the fore- 
head, the mouth; yet the mouth compofes. itfelf, the eye 
is hypocritical, the forehead is diffimulating ; the hand. has 
an unalterable charaéter, and the tread of the foot cannot 
be counterfeited. I have faid, that the laft and true ftamp 
of the charaéter of man is on the hand and the foot *. 
The animal has the head and the brain, he has neither the. 
hand nor the foot. | e 

Our forefathers afferted that the devil had a cloven 
foot t+: the wife man treats thefe old opinions with the 
fame _refpe&t as he does old proverbs: but every thing is 
extraordinary to habitual folly and liftlefinefs, as.every thing 
is paradoxical to idlenefs.and inattention. = Bier 

‘The hand, when open, forms a half circle; it has the 
power of ftopping, by means. of culture, the petrification 
of the globe; and of ameliorating, for the benefit of fu~ 
ture. generations, that great nurfe of the human races 
The. hand forms the hymn of: adoration on the organ, for 
the tongue. feems powerle{s for. this religious. homage. He 
who would give you a perfidious kifs does not extend. his 
hand to you; the moft eunuch Js a frozen hand. If you 
could fee the hand of Brinvilliers, which mixed. poifon feven, 
‘times in the food of her father, you would know. it again, 
for you would fecretly fhudder at the fight. . 

When Veitris fprings, falls, bounds again, regains his. 
feet, detaches himfelf from the ground at his will, {kims 
along like a bird, flies with rapid grace, and always in, 
perfe& equipoife, it is on the point of his foot that he. acts 
the.arch-angel. The admiring fpeGators confider him as 
a great dancer: I difcern in him quite another image. f 
fee him loofen himielf from the earth, break the laws of 


* I have not faid the feet, which would not have expreffed my idea ; 
fill lefs would ] fpeak of the marks of the hand. I defpife chiro. 
mancy. ‘The hand fpeaks to, thofe, wha know how to examine it, fhut 
er open; thisisallI meanttofay, = © ee 

+ This devil, or devils, were fauns, fatyrs, or griffins; and thus, 
in the moft horrible degradation of the human f{pecies, nature reproduces, 
the head, and not the foot. 7 -_ ek sees 


eravita- 
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gravitation, become an inhabitant of air, for fome mi- 
nutes affimilate himfelf to his future deftiny, and form the 
prelude to thofe days of happinels and glory when thought 
and motion fhall be the fame. After admiring Veltris, 


-mark the ignoble jump of the monkey, or the dance of 


the bear. _ ; 

Examine the naked ‘foot, examine next how man places 
his foot, and forms, in a more or lefs exact manner, the 
fine perpendicular line! An antique {tatue is fometimes the 
finer from being mutilated: a flight feature difcovers the 


chifel of Praxiteles.  - : 


it was an. ancient cuftom to kifs, in a. refpectful man- 
ner, the foot of the dead; and even to Judge, by the re- 
pofe of the foot, of their ftate of bleffednefs. The child 
with its foot difengages itfelf from its maternal prifon; the 
foot, in fhort, is the bafis of this wonderful edifice ; and 
this foot, divinely fafhioned, belongs only to a mortal be- 
ing. Painters and {culptors affirm, that the expreffion of 


the foot is the laft effort of their ait: that of Milo of 
‘Crotona cries, and I have no need of feeing the fuffering 


-head. 


_ The “day after the maflacrés of September, I walked 


with flow ftep down the Rue St. Jacques, petrified with 


aftonifhment and horror, and furprifed to fee the {ky, the 
elements, the city, and its inhabitants, all equally dumb. 


.Two carts full of dead bodies had already paffed me; a 


i & 


carter quietly drove them at mid-day, half buried’ under 
their black and bloody garments, to the deepeft pits of the 
plain Mont Rouge, where I then lived. A third cart 
came up 


a foot ftuck out from amidft the hears of 
corpfes; at this fight I was ftruck with awe: that foot . 
beamed with immortality! He to whom it had belonged 


was already an inhabitant of heaven! and thofe remains 


wore an air of. majetty which the eye of the murderer 
could not perceive. I faw that foot; and I fhall know it 
again at the laft great day of judgment, when the Eternal, 
feated upon thunder, fhall judge kings and feptembrifers. 


-* A world without God, fays the atheift! But-Lavater, 


the reader, and myfelf, who fee rather a God than a 
world, while every thing in the univerfe and in man is full 


of the divinity, let us feek, examine, and difcover, where 
‘4s the particular feal which he has impreffed below on his 


favourite creatures. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXXIV. | 


REMEMBRANCES OF BABYLON. _| 


~ Witte Paris offers to the admiration of all the people 
‘in the univerfe the immenfe palace of the Tuilleries, and 
its magnificent garden, the colonnade, the’Garde Meuble, 
the mint, the portico of Servandini, that of the Pantheon, 


- ‘the Palais Royal, and fo many other fumptuous edifices, it 


‘will lead them always to with for larger and ftraiter ftreets, 
houfes with {mall fpaces between each other, fquares more 
vaft and aity, aqueduéts more numerous to wath them, and 


“pteferve their falubrity. 


“"The pi€tures, the flatues, and the medals of Italy will 


‘add nothing to its beauty, to its external convenience. - 
Will this mythological world, pent up in its clofe mufeums, 
fpeak to the eyes of the philofophic traveller as eloquently 
as the place where Babylon, that proud city; was fituated, 
‘which occupied, of the eaftern fhore of the Euphrates, a 
{pace of fix leagues in length, arid which was near Palmyra, 


and the country of pearls and of gold? 


No, Paris will never leavé in hiftory traces of grandeut 


and magnificence comparable fo that of Babylon, whofe 


walls furpafléd in height the towers of, Notre Dame; 


‘which are 204 feet. The breadth of thofe walls was 64 
féet, and thréé cars might pafs a-breaft. ‘Thefe walls were 
flanked with 250 towérs. The hanging gardens had nearly 
‘a fuperficies of two acres; and let no oné imagine that 
the center of the city was fo overloaded with houfes as 
Paris. According to the teftimony of Quintus Curtius, 
there were'no edifices but in the fpace‘of 90 ftadia. The 
buildings were infulated, in ode’ to prevent the ravages 


Of fre 7 | 


‘The inhabitants ploughed and fowed all the reft, and 
‘could, in“ cafe of fiege, fupport themfelves with the grain. 
which they gathered from the foil. The arable land con- 
tained within the walls of Babylon ‘was divided into 73,602 
acres; and all the fuperficies of the ground amounted to 
78,509 acres. An acre of ground furnifhed enough for 
the fubfiftence of fixty perfons; and the taxes of govern- 
ment amounted yearly to about thirty millions of our 
money. | | 

Dewceillys 
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‘Deweeilly, an archite&, exhibited many years fince, in 
the faloon of the Louvre, a project of the gradual récon- 
{tru€tion of the ftreets, of the edifices and fquares of Paris, 
with embellifhments. - ea ee . | 

This new plan would have given Paris the defired regu- ~ 
larity, but left the houfes contiguous to each other, made 
the lovers of the fine arts and of antiquity regret the intel- 
lizence of the plan of Babylon. The modern architect 
had forefeei neither the evénts of a fiege, nor the accidents — 
of firé, againft which all poffible affurance-companies would 
be totally infufficient. | 


CHAP. CCXXXV. 


_CANT PHRASES: 

Owe of the moft cominon reproathés of thé Parifian 
gentry, whiéh we hear moft frequently repeated, and 
which circulates continually among the thick-headed bour- 
geoifie, is this; Why did the majority of the Convention 
fuffer themfelves to be beaten by thé minority; and why, - 
with puré intentions, did they not conttive to-keep the up- 
permoft? We reply, that the minority of the convertition 
was fupportéd by the Jacobins,. by thé commune of Paris, 
which had the military force-in its hands, by the royalift 
fe€tions, and by a crowd of foreigners, who perverted the 
opinion of the public; we alfo reply, thatthe. people of | 
. Paris would never make any diftinGtion between the repub- 
licans and the anarchifts; that they -diffembied to them- 
felves the tendency which they always had towards royal- 
ifm, with thé confufed hope that a monarch would bring 
them great riches. We may alfo add, that though the 
national reprefentation was the caufe of their fecurity and 
opulence, they have never had a proper fentiment of its 
value; that, continually excited by falfe ideas, as the aéts 
of government were only theatrical fcenes in their eyes 
more or lefs curious, more or lefs amufing, they opened 
their ears like idlé fpe€tators, rather to the clamours of im- 
pudence than thé voice of wifdom, preferring always the 
tricks of intrigue, and even aéts of violence. The danger 


of 
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of the republic was a thing that did not intereft them; aé 
they were in the centre of the motion; they thought them- 
felves-out of the-whirl;- and if there be a government, it 
is conftituted, in their opinion, only to guard them in pre 
ference, and protect their fhops. - ; 

Such are Parifian ideas; and they are analogous to thofe 
which they have formed of their fuperiority over the other 
departments: and Paris can never renounce the idea, that 
gold, filver, warehoufes, and riches of every kind, the de- 
pots of the arts and fciences, belong only to the capi +l. 

Between the royalift and the anarchitt factions, the;Pa- 
rifan has preferved no medium, but has carefled both in 
their turn; he has never feemed alarmed in days of infur- 
rection: to pleafe him theré muft be fomething more or 
lefs factious_in the phyfioghomy; the wife, the prudent, 
the impartial, the philofophic, are not men for him. | 

His public fpirit is in general a mixture of both factions; 
and, to fay all in oné word, if he durft be open and de- 
cided, it would be for the royalift with the red cap. - He 
might have detefted the tyranny of Robefpierre and Ma- 
rat, but he was delighted in his heart at thé war which 
they made againft the rich, who were, neverthelé{s, the 
perfons he holds in the higheft veneration. We may 
ventrre,to fay, that their favourite, the man who in con- 
trary circumftances would have been truly their idol, he, 
in fhort, whom they would raife to the pinnacle, was 
Babeeuf. on sae & ees 

‘Babeeuf and his gang would have been fupported by 
that brutal .and numerous crowd, which peopled the 
revolutionary committees, and who remember having lain 
in our beds, and drunk the wine of our cellars; and who, 
calling all thofe atiftocrats and fufpefted perfons who had 
a library or a pendulum, placed under the {eals all our 
patrimonial furniture, as property which ought to be le- 
gally divided. oye 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXXVE 


PROFESSORSHIPS: 
_ ProFEssoRsHIPs, if we are not on our guard, will 
take the place of the priefthood, and create again a crowd 
of men, wordy, prefumpiuous, and chicaning, largely 
paid, and perfectly ufelefs. | 
There is enough to fwell the fpleen of twenty Democri- 
tus’s, and furnifh pictures to ten Molieres, in feeing this 
regiment of profeffors of the Auman underfianding, of legifla- 
tion, of hiftory, of morality, of . political economy: prottetiors, 
and no difciples!. The pupils mightin this way call them- 
felves profeflors, as much as the profeflors themfelves. . 

_ Profeffors of hiftory! ah, my poor pupil, take a -book 
andread. Will thy profeffor invent hiftory? Are our 
libraries then reduced to afhes? 
- Political economy, legiflation, human underftanding ! 
ftill profeffors! O my dear Rabelais! ad 7 
Thofe matters, which are fo nearly allied to the deep 
obfcure, are not taught; man is born for thefe kinds of . 
- knowledge, he rufhes into them of himfelf, arid to dire 
on this point baftardizes the mind more than it ele- 
vates. 

Now, -after fo many profeffors, there muft be alfo pro- 
feflors of foreign languagues! Foreign languages! If 
thought that there had been only one language in Eu- 


x 


rope, that of French republicans. — 

Even before the revolution, our language was that of 
Europe; ali our books were tranflated ;. we were ftrangers 
no Where; we were anfwered in French from the mouth 
of the Tagus to that of the Newa. France preluded its 
high deftiny by its patriotic writers; our tongue will ne- 
ver degenerate in the hands of a free people. _ 4 

Not only is the French language the richeft in words of 
tafte and genius, but it is alfo the moft amiable. When 
you underftand profe, you comprehend verfe. ‘There is 
icarcely any difference between the profe of Telemachus 
and the odes of Rouffeau; it conftrains every writer to fol-. 
low the eftablifhed rules. The moft illuftrious writer can- 
not be audacious, nor can the fcribbler give a- twit to his 
ftyle. Itis this regularity which forces every author, not- 

_ withitanding 
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withitariding the purity of his genius, to have a certain 
fort of common feénfe, a clearnefs, ari order in his ideas, 
which is not met with arnong our neighbours, where the 
capricious inverfion and diforder of periods favour every 
headftrong imagiiiation. ated ey th 

Is it hot to be feared, that too ftriét an acquaintance with 
foreion tongties may change among us that clear and lu- 
‘tairious ftyle, that national ftyle, the admiration of Eu- 
rope; and that We may precipitate ourfelves into the bom- 
baft, or into the fwollen phrafeology of the Eaft? 

Agreeably to the with which has been fo long univerfal, 
that. there fhould be but one language in Europe; 
catinot we add, without pride, that ours will obtain this 
honour? ~ a - 

_ A. dead language is fixed, a’ living tongue is not fo. 
How guefs at all thofe hades, fo variable and changing ? 
Among allthé people of Europe there is a lettered and 
a popular language. Wemay know the one and be ig- 
norant -of the other ; to teach them both is a thing im- 
poffible. a oe . bene Me 

' The language of Dante is a different language from 
that of ALtafiafio; the language of Kiopfeck is not that of 
Gefner; and as among is, Montaigne, Marot, and Rabelais, 
have quite a different ftyle from that of Chaulien, Dorat, 
and Parny, fo among our neighbours this difference o 

language exifts between One province and another, one 
town arid another. Who will affure me, that the pro- 
feffor will not teach a particular jargon inftead of a de- 
termined language? and if, through tafte or error, he 
fhould diftribute among his pupils a fuperannuated lan- 
guage, what would it benefit the ftudent to undérftand 
Chaucer, and iiot know how to afk his way in..En- 

lith ? a . 

I fhould have been guilty of a great abfurdity if I had 
condemned the ftudy of the living languages. Let me_ 
be underfteod: I condemn only the profeffor/hips, becaufe 
Iam convinced by my own éxperience, that a language is 
learnt orily by the eyes. : 

I have been a profeffor, and I riaintain that it is as im- 
poffible to learn a language from the mouth of a public’ 
profeffor, fpeaking to twenty or thirty {cholars, as it is to 
learn the art of making fiteworks by feeing them let 
off. | oe | 

The teaching of a language cannot be compared with 
a phyfical or chymical experiment. The pupil muft ex- 
excife himfelf:in the perpetual handling of the dictionary ; 

: : mutt 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 187 


mutt find his own words, muft examine the compounds, 
and return again upon it; he will then have no need of 
a profeffor, but of a pedagogue, a private mafter entirely 
to himfelf, patient, zealous, attentive, who will lead him 

- ftep by ftep, and who will not fuffer hirn to make a fingle 
one without grounding himfelf It is only in this manner 
that the firft difficulties of a language are conquered; and 
without the conftant piactice of fteps no one will ever 

afcend. —, - - ; 

If you with that France fhould poffefs.a literature truly 
great, néw, and original, leave het, Legiflature, to her= 
felf. The greateft error in government is the defire of. 
governing every thing. If you wifh public inftru@ion to 
make great progrefs, protect it, but do not pay it; fas 
vour preceptors of evéry kind, -but do not let the republic 
pay them falaries ; recompenfe labour, but do not give: 
places; for places are run after, and lazy and chattering 
profeffors are idle amen, who never rife above medio- 
crity. . 

Thofe arts .of refinement, thofe brilliant and tafteful 
arts, will thenceforth be cultivated only by thofé who are 
urged on by irrefiftible genius, the warrant of true fuccefs. 
Literature is a cup fuficiently intoxicating to invite thofe 
who are not borh.to touch it with their lips. Toafte -for 

Hteraturé has made a crowd of beings wretchéd: We 

. fhould thin the flock of the lettered tribe inftead of ex- 
tending it, and, T avow it openly, for the intereft of the 
republic.» 

Superficial ftudies of a -few poets and fome orators have 
engendered that horde of newfpaper libe!ler:, who,’ like 
the locufts:of Egypt, have putrified the whole harveilt. The 
only punifhment to inflict on them is to embolden them — 
te write, alwaysto write. 3 


CHAP. CCXXXVIL 
BURIALS, 


Tue fcandal of the mode of interment lafted for fome 
time; it was a confequencé of the ideas and requifitories 
of Chaumette. He had informed the people that there 
was nothing after death ; and when I wasa prifoner, my er- 
-— Be rand- 
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tand-boy, about fourteen years old, faid tome, “ There 
« is no longer any God; there -is no other than Robef- 
“ pierre’s fupreme being.” Atheifm bad begun its ra- 
vages. . 

But are laws then neceflary to tell the fon not to aban- 
don the corpfe of his father; to oblige the friend to follow 
the coffin of his friend; not to let it be borne folitary 
away on mercenary fhoulders, without attendance, with- 
out mourning, toa pit, where it is thrown in like the vil- 
eft of animals? One would fuppofe that friendfhip, love, 
and nature no longer exifted. No more tears, no more 
attendance; the corpfe remained unfollowed; and when. 
it crofled the ftreets, no one knew if it had left behind a 
fingle being who had taken an intereft in it. 

This derelition, this folitude, this cold indifference for 
a relative, a mother, or a friend, had fomething too re- 
volting not to lead us to regret the duties of every polifhed, 
and even of every favage nation. It. was impotfible for 
the dignity of man to remain a longer time under fuch 
aggravated infult: when the fcaffolding of materialifm was 
broken down with the fcaffolds, a project of the law was 
prefented at the tribune, 4 vhich appeared to me in .general 
fo incomplete, fo infufficient, fo dangeroufly innovating, 
that I rofe, and fpoke in the following manner :* a 

«“ | feel myfelf irrefiflibly Jed to this tribune to oppofe. 
the projeét of arefolution, which has juft been prefented- 
to you by Daubermefnil, in the name ef a fpecial com-: 
miffion, inthe fitting cf the 21ft Brumaire. Thefe private: 
interments, the object of a very fpurious fenfibility, thefe 
infe&tious piles, thefe cadaverous flames, this fubtraftion 
of the dead from the earth, our common mother ; all thefe 
innovations on long-eftablifhed cuftoms revolt my mind, 
my reafon, and my feelings. What is the purport of the 
prefent motion? To give us back the lares, the domeftic 
altars, the cinerary urns, the phials, the lacrymatories of 


* This difcourfe will give an idea of the difpofition of every mind 
at thattime, and of the ftrange maxims which the total forgetfulneis of 
religious principles had f{pread among this deluded and unhappy pece 
ple. Ob, I willrepeat without ccafing, that Voltaire, by his licenti- 
ous writings, bas been, without knowing or forefeeing it, the forerux- 
ner of Chaumetie. "The jcurnalifts, in giving an account of my fpeech, 
faid that my. voice was week, and that they had not been able to hear 
me. They heard me but tco well! but many love to tuma deaf ear 
when we combat the {yiem of maerialitts. . 


af 
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the ancients; or is it to make us Egyptian mummies, to 
wrap us up in bondages, a and throw us back into the errors 
and extravaganciesof paganifm § ? 

- ¢ This is the fecond reading of that ftrange report which 
has been made to you. How can we have glided over it 
fo lightly ¢. The only perfons who ever burnt among us, 
were poifonous and fodomites, 

“ The grofs plagiaries of ancient cuftoms will foon in- 
troduce the ridiculous ufages of all the nations of the 
earth, which can be found in diGtionaries ; and our fanci- 
ful minds are quick in fprouting ! Ttis who fhall ranfack his 
brain to copy pictures more or lefs extravagant. 

“ The funereal eéremonies of the moft fuperftitious na- 
tions are going to give each other the meeting in France, 
and naturalize themfelves agreeably ta the whims of all pre- 
fent and future maniacs. 

‘© [Inhumations and burials are connected at the fame 
time with civil, religions, and political relatious; and thefe 
relations are fo delicate, that we muft make wie of the 
greateft wifdom in reconciling them. Let us take care 
that the dead do not. trouble the repofe of the living ; this 
has been feen in many | countries; and this projedt has a 
tendency to renew it; for private interments, which is the | 
object of the propofition, I fear, with fome reafon, may 
lead us to troubles as unforefeen as there. have been. Let 
the image of death lofe, nothing of its charaéter , to mo- 
dify it to the fancy of men is degrading it: let this religi- 
eus character be always uniform. 

You already perceive, legiflators, the extreme diffi. 
culty of a law on thefe ferious objects, and par: icularly 
in the prefent cir cumftances ; let us. fe nothing precipitate- 
ly; let us rather be ‘wife ‘and circumfpe&, for we have a 
difpofition fill to abufe this word liberty, this abftraé&t 
term, by faying that the corpfes of our neighbours, of our 
wives, of our friends, belong-to us. No! no! they 
belong indiftin@tly tothe earth, ‘which has lent them. its ele-: 
ments; they belong to the earth alone. 

«« Every innovation in this kind might beget proud ri- 
valries, infolent diftinétions, and fcandalous difcuffions, 
which would. be holding out perpetual food to fafceptible 
and fuperftitious imaginations; and what more fitted to 
nourifh fuperftition than thefe mournful ceremonies, which 
each might modify according to his fancy? 

“ Tf decency has been wounded in our days, when a ge- 
neral overthrow of ideas has taken place, fimple laws of 
police may, and {till can, repair fuch abufes ; but I i 
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affure you, that they do not exift at the moment I am 
fpeaking- er a a 

“« Happy changes are taking place every day without 
tumult, without exertion, and without noife;, and it is 
thus, if I am not deceived, that we fhould aé& in thefe difs 
ficult circumftances. _ . Oy 

‘© Where a nation has had the misfortune of not being 
able to caft in a fingle mould its religious, political, and 
civil inftitutions; or that, ina ftill more difficult dilemma, 
it finds itfelf in.extraordinary circumftances, which hinder. 
fuch a union from taking place, it muft wait the events of 
time for fuch obftruGtionstodifappear. ; . 

‘“‘ It is around the tomb that human imagination creates, 
and heaps up phantoms; and it would be difficult at that 
moment to impofe any reftraint, however little indulgence 
may have been ihown to its firft deviations. The imagina-_ 
tion at fuch atime becomes as formidable as the profound, 


" myftery which it is bufy in contemplating. 


‘© When the foul, the emanation of the divinity, has 
abandoned the body of the man, this body is no longer 
him, but his cloak; we fhould refpe€t thefe remains, but 
not idolize them, and take care. even to. put every thing 
out of the way which might refemble him. Pride has built. 
maufoleums, and is always tending torebuildthem. What 
is required by the body deprived. of thedivine breath.which 
animated it? To be reftored to the. earth, becaufe it -is 
made to decompofe itfelf flowly and fucceffively there by. 
phyfical and known laws. It is there that it pays the debt 
which it contra&ted when it was born, and it is honourable. 
and ufeful only there. | 
““ To burn bodies, as demanded by the. reporter, is 4, 
grofs error, if it be not alfoa phyfical crime,'a facrilege 
towards nature; for itis hindering the return of the com-. 
ponent parts, which form the riches, the. nourifhment, 
and the ornament of the globe. Fire is a deftructive en- 
gine, which changes the nature of évery. thing which it. 
diffolves ; it would take, therefore, from the earth. what 
ithas aright to éxpedt for the.re-production of vegetables, 
andthe formation of calcareous earths. Fire would give 
every thing to the air, which would be a pure wafte; the. 
pile, befides, would require combuftibles, and our foreits 
would evaporate in vain fmoak, inftead of feeding cur 
hearths and our forges. | | 

** The ancients, fo ignorant in phyfics, have reafoned, 
ill on the burning of bodies; it fpreads befides an infecti- 
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on, which is however the leaft inconvenience of this in- 
confiderate ufage. No; it ought not to be permitted for 
every individual to take poffeffion of the carpfe of his fa- 
ther, of his fon, of ‘his wife, his miftrefs, and his friend. 
Our houfes would foon be transformed into cemeteries, 
and pride would be led to. imagine obfequies, which 
would be attended at leaft with dangerous fingularities. 
We fhould again have bones concealed in fhrines of gold 
and filver ; epitaphs and hired. mourners would again make 
their appearance ; and that fyftem of lying would again be 
in vogue, which, under the name of funeral orations, flow- 
ed emphatically from the mouths of panegyritts. 

«© The law which fhould leave corpfes at the difpofal of 
the fancies of individuals, would condemn thofe corpfes 
to profanation, even by conjugal, or filial. tendernefs, 
Singularity and falfe fenfibility would lead us back to coft- 
ly embalmings, and even to mummies, which we fhould 
exhibit with oftentation; wild extravagance, in fhort, 
would fignalize its empire on a -fubje& which incites the 
imagination to the moft dangerousdeviations. Such a one 
will carry off that mufcle which we name the heart, and 
will not imagine that he is in pofleffion of nothing more 
than. a mere vifcera. A ftupid admirer would fteal the 
brain of fome fcientific man, and fuppofe that he 1s matter 
_of what was his underftanding. 


“ True fenfibility, fo diftin@ from /enfibilifm, attaches 
itfelf not to materiai and hideous objects, butto a letter, 4 
remembrance, an epocha, and above ali, to a moral ad. 
‘Would you re-eftablifh the altars of idolatry? Let us fe- 
parate, let us diftinguifh, let us preferve, let us decorate 
corpfes; to-morrow we fhall addrefs them ; to-morrow we 
fhall canfound matter and intelligence. Sets : 

«. The triumph of hypocrify isin the rear of interments, 
inthe building of maufoleums, and the gilding of farco- 
phagus. True grief is dumb; mourning dreffes is not 
mourning. Oh! who can look at the portrait of a dead 
friend. The extravagance of mankind has its full play 
over the tombs of the dead. The end of human hopes 
and of life has been the fignal amongft almoft all people 
of moft uncouth and fingular ceremonies. The figns of 
affliftion and the garments of mourning have even become 
objects of pride and oftentation, 

j : “ Death 
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“« Death is not deftruction ; let us be careful left vain 
ceremonies plunge-us into poetical chimeras, or into ideas 
till more degrading and fupertititious*. . 

“¢ There is ne. bizarrerie which the defire of idolizing 
the dead, and of exhibiting them with pomp, would not. 
fuggeft to proud, melancholy, or fantaftic minds, if the 
law which configns the dead to their laft dwelling did not 
belong exclufively to fociety; and if reafon as well as po- 
licy did not imperioufly command it. I know no law more 
difaftrous for religion and morality than that which fhould 
abandon corpfes to. the changeable caprices of the interrers, 
or the frenzy of blind tendernefs. Human afhes, from the 
fuperabundance of homage and- ceremony which would 
be no longer paid them, would be no longer facred; at 
leaft pride would give a frequent wound to equality, and at 
‘amoment in which we fhould have all become in reality 
equal. | a 


“ It is charity which prefcribes the firft mode of burial ; 
it would be vanity, arrogance, the comedi/m of fentiment, 
which fhould ordain the latter. . - 

‘© When man re-defcends into himfelf, he finds a world 
more aftonifhing fill than that which furrounds him, 
What is our body? oe ee 

“< It is matter only transfigured, which circulates on the 
{cene, and its individual varieties are continually turning 


« * Twas never more impreffed with the power of folitude for the 
‘adoption of religious ideas than at the Great Chartreufe of Grenoble. 
You are there, indeed, ftillinthe world, but only to recognize its no- 
thingnefs To hear nothing but the found of the bell (this found 
feems to, callour fenls, and introduce them into eternity), to fee only 
men dumb and pale with penitence, fixed continually in prayer, we 
tremble even at our ewn innocence, in being unable to place one’s foot, 
except on the border of a precipice or a tomb; we feel the rottennefs 
of the bafes of fortune, of pleafures, and of what we cali happinels. 
-Thofe white fhades walking round that melancholy cemetery, develope 
that fublime thought of Young’s—Maz dives inta the tomb to rife im- 
_mortal, tis there he muft terminate the day which will have no mor- 
- row. Every thing on that fpot abandons man to himfelf, and free from 
illuGons, he becomes better acquainted with truth. I regret that there 
are no longer any of thofe manfions exifting, in which man, harafled 
and burnt up by worldly paffions, might go to cool:and regenerate. 
himéfelf,. by tafting that repofe, or rather that intimate joy, which we 
feel under the empire of religion, when we are fincerely in fubjeétion to 
it; I mean that religion which, far from every kind of idolatry, con- 
fifts in finding God in ourfelves, in confiding in him, in adoring and 
loving him, and in the lively hope of an happinefs which he alone can 
beftow. It is thus only that undeluded men can fly from the world, 
and innocence fhelter ittelf from the wicked, 


around. 
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leading us back to the fource of ideas: . 


“ God is the immediate author of our fenfations, and 
our bodies exift only in idea. Every fenfation paffing in 
the foul, and having God only for its author, is the only 
thing exifting in regard to matter. ae | 
_« The fpiritiality of the foul is not only a truth, but 
alfo an inherent and univerfal fentirmnent ; fince the aliment 
of thé foul, and wé confole ourfelves for the ftroke of 
death ; the prefent life is but a prelude of a better. 


“« There is an immutable relation between the hope of 
another life and virtue; and if this hope ofteri produces 
morality, it happens ftill ofténer that it is the moral good- 
nefsof thé man which produces hope. 


' te ; 


“ We have a diftin& knowledge of fomething which is 
not material; arid whén we defcénd into outfelves, we are 
conftrained to avow that if there exift any fixed permanent 
truth, it is that of the imimoitality of the feul. We fhall 
always bé forced to. acknowledge that the mind and body 
are really diftinét, and that we cannot confourid them with- 
out overthrowing the moft common arid moft reafonable 
opinionis. - .  % Pe +) fa 

“ T cannot concéive, man without thought: What is * 
exiftence but the confcioufnefs of felf?, Thought is but 
the developément of a thing unigqtie, indivifible, indeftruc- 
—tible; matter can havé no knowledge or perception ; it 

doesniotexit:; ae 

‘“< Ah, why fhould riot a lively fentirtierit be a profound 
reafoning? What is it in us which petceives beauty, har- 
mony? We fhall find that it is fomiething immaterial: 
Tcannot conceive a man without thought, inftin@, and 
teafon, the fign of both natures, fays Pafcal. | 

‘“* The univerfe coritains me, ahd fwallows me upat a 
point, and I by thought fwallow upthe univérfé: Al- — 
though this paffage of thé fame attho? offers abufes of 
terms, it neverthelefs gives 4 great idea of men. Plato 
has faid; wé have an intimate fénfé which perceives the 
future. or | | koe 

“ Behold death clanking the keys of the tomb! What . 
‘a misfortune to believe nothing beyond it! 


VoL. 11. 6“ Who 
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_ Who ishe that feels with tranfport the mild harmony ; 
of nature? He who believes in another Ife. But it is 
the corruption of great focieties which depraves our mind ;. 
afecret fentimenticalls us back to our celeftial origin. The 
ftars are divine cyphers traced’in the heavens to make us 
‘read above our heads the book in which the Eternal has 
written his name. 
. “ Our ‘paflions tyrannize us, and we fhut our ear to the 
‘celeftial voice which fpeaks to us and confoles us, 7 

“ Fo feel ourfelves united to a creating being! what is 
there then fo melancholy in this relation ? 

_ © The diforder-and calamities of the moral world; what 
a picture without the immortality of the foul ! 

* Tt was neceflary that the divine breath fhould animate 
our firft thoughts. It is certain that we have ideas inde- 
pendent’ of fenfations, otherwife man would be only 2 
‘watch. How is it we refolve geometrical queftions at eight 
years of age? Pardon me, legiflators, if | have been too 
diffufe in giving my ideas on the confoling fentiment of 
the immortality of the foul; it has fuftained me in times 
of oppreffion and tyranny ; it has given me that calm and 
courage which I. fhould have fcarcely found elfewhere ; it 
would have made me march to’ the {feaffold tranquil and 
refignéd.. But I return to the queftion re{pecting private 
interments. Citizen reprefentatives, (and Ibeg you to 
mark,) they would give. full right and authority to’ exter~ 
minations. After having entrufted interments to the ar- 
“bitrary ideas’ of relations or neighbours, they would have 
aright to place or difplace the dead at their pleafure. We 
fhould be every year witnefling new fcenes of an, indecené. 
piece of folly, or a ridiculous lacrymania. Domettic. pre- 
parations would take -place, whicl coming acrofs other 
Images, and asit were on a fudden, might affright or afflict 
the feelings of others, and imprefs painful fenfations on 

. fibres too fufceptible, on thofe of infancy and youth. A 
funeral ceremony would affect the young bride; the fongs 
of mourning would interrupt thofe of joy. But nature 
has impreffed a repulfive afpect on corpfes, in order that 
they may be carefully concealed from every eye. Maniacs 
might rehearfe at their fancy the fpeCtacle of fimulated 
grief. eae: : Sd Se 

“« Religion had placed the dead under its facred and-im- 

mutable fafeguard ; let a political law be its imitator on 
this point; let it keep under its empire the wrecks of hu- 
manity without permitting their difperfion, which would 
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be the gerth of feandal and folly ; andif we have examples 
to borrow from the ancients, let it not be their bad ufages, 
efpecially when infeCted with the fpirit of idolatry. Is it 
‘not that fpirit which has extinguifhed in man all great 
and élevated ideas, arid which has brought him down to 
the level of idols? . ee on a, 

“ What abufes would refult front this pretended liberty, 
which, to my véry great aftonifhmént, your commiffion 
propofes for your acceptance? Would you- play then 
with the dead ? they would be ino longer ftire of tepofing 
‘in peace. The maniacs are more numerous than you . 
think. - Senfdili/fm, permit mé again to ufe this term, isthe 
portion of a multitude of weak and little beings, of fever-. 
ith fentiments, and of fuch as are the eternal comedians of 
truefenfibility. | — ; 

“ Tf the progrefS of anatomy requirés the tranfport of 
a few corpfés into our amphitheaties, prudence and wif- 
dom are careful that the eyes of thofé who are unconcern- 
ed in the operations fhould not be daily fhocked; but, 
does.it notfometimes happeui, in {pite of thefe precautions, 
‘that the eye has been ftruck with thefe frightful fcenes, 

_-and that the people, ftarting back with horrot, have taken 
the ftudious wotk of the fcalpel for the horrible crime of 
anaffaffin? i at 

‘© How rfiuch doés it thén beliove us to remove corpfes 
of every age and fex from the phantafies of pride, and the- 
errors of fentiment! ‘To grant them to him who fhould_ 
claim undér pretence of patronage or fentimental connec- ~ 
tion, would bé opening the moft unlimited field to perhaps ~ 
facrilegious abufes ; we cannot calculate, at leaft,-the ef- 
fects of fo imprudent a permiffion, fince this toleration, 
befides fhocking a crowd of religious ideas, would a& in a 
manner fo different with trefpe€@t to popular idéas, already 
‘fo variable, already fo extractdinary, finée. our revolution. 
-French heads are no longer the fame ;-they have made as 

_ many commentaries on the word “erty as they have com- 
“mitted a€ts againit the timg; and this it is that effeéts the 
‘republican fo deeply; a oes > 
“ The commiffion, without doubt to prepare the mind 
of the public, has demanded a year for the accomplifh- 
ment of their project. It feems to me impracticable under 
every point of view, a year hence as much asto-day, dnd 
’ Tcannot recover my aftonifhment that we fhould have fo 
grofsly profaned the words Liberty atid fentiment. 


O 2 “ T therefore 
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“ J therefore demand in riy own name the erafure of 
the fifth article, conéeived in thefe terms: ‘“ Every per- 
“« fon is permitted to burn, or inter, in whatever place he 
“ fhall think fit, the body of his relatives, or of fuch as 
“* fhall be dear to him, conforming himfelf neverthelefs to 
** the laws of the police and of falubrity.” The impaffi- 
oned head of a romantic young man decorating tombs and' 
fcribbling epitaphs could net havé mote completely con- 
founded the expreffions, which are dear to him. Whata la- 
fitude! it tetrifés my imagination! im whatever place he fhall 
think fit. What a promenade for the dead! what a career 
open to the wildeft ideas! And this is what they venture 
to propofe. No, I with for none of their infe€tious piles ; . 
I with for none of thofe domeéftic cemetéries, of thofe gar- 

_ dens paved with the dead, of thofe prefles where one man 

will fhew. me his gtandfather, anothér his gteat uncle. 
Our chimnéy-pieces would be otnamentéd with embryos 
‘inftead of Chinefe mandarins; htiman extravagance would: 
wafte itfelf on objects formed to ftrengthén it; [ with, in 
fhort, for none of thofe tranflations of corpfes ; and na- 
ture and policy, the police and falubrity, are equally 
averfe toit. Private burials are a“ crime againft the peace 
and repofe of fociety.” -  * 


CHAP. CCXXXVIIt 
ELECTOR OF THE YEAR FIVE. 


It isno longé¥ with greafy night-caps, pantaloons, dirty 

fhirts, and tucked-up fleeves, that the exercife of the fo: 
_-vereignty of the people difplays: itfelf. A decent and even, 
- dignified demeanour is what we remark in the eletors of 

Paris. Cabriolets, berlins, and phaetons, bring and take ~ 
- back a part of the members of the aflembly. Let us take 
‘care, however, that luxury, and all the vices it engenders; 
do notintroduce themfelves among us. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXIX. 
PLAYERS ON THE FRENCH HORN. 


_-Tuery were ftationed in cabarets, and correfponded — 
from one quarter to another. All thefe correfponding 
founds were united toa common centre; fome event was 
expected whenever they redoubled their noife: you liften- 
ed for a long time, but comprehended nothing: thofe 
founds, were, however, the tongue of fedition. -Thofe 
‘confpiracies, though fo loudly proclaimed, were not on that © 
account lefs dark and fecret. oo 

It has been obferved, that when fires took place, the 
fignal was more’ quick, rapid, and piercing. At the time 
of the fire at the Celeftins, near the arfenal, my head was 
{plit the evening preceding with the founds of horns; ano- 
ther time it was the cracking of whips; on cértain days © 
‘jt is the noife of gunpowder, crackers: we are tormented by 
thofe loud and dajly alarms, (= | 

_Itis in this manner we have lived for eight years paft. 
At the theatres fome thundered out the Marfeijlais hymn ; 
others hiffed ‘and groaned, in order to hinders, the continu- 
ance of the fong, and demanded, with menaces, ,fome 
other piece than that which was to, be reprefented. It is 
to-day eight years that we have been. in full revolution; 
it is this day eight. years that the fall ef the Baftille fhook 
the foundation of the moft ancient monarchy in Europe. | 
How many events: what a-hiftory!. how long we have — 
lived during thefe eight years! Weare now going to ce- 
lebrate the commemoration of the 14th of July; our pof- 
terity will be ftill more difpofed than ourfelves to celebrate~ 
the anniverfary of fo memorable an epocha. We have 
had the labour, and they will reap the fruit; they will for- 
get our labours, our dangers, our combats; they will, 
perhaps, load us with unjuft reproaches, becaufe it will be 
impoffible for them to have any juftidea of the tempefts 
by which we have been heaten ; but whether they honour 
our memory or not, there is one fentiment which .con- 
foles me for every thing: I was bern a fubjelt, I fhall die 
grepublican, | ee 

a | Te 
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_ To form atrue idea, they ought to have feen the ceie- 
brated epochas of the 14th of July, the 4th of Augutft, 
the sth of Otober, 2ift of June, roth of Auguft, 31ft 
of May, 13 Vendemiaire, and r8th Freétidor; they fhould 
have defcended into dungeons, be tied to the plank of the. 
guillotine, and have been in continual view of death, e1- 
ther by the fury or error of a great people in infurreétion. 
‘What. does it matter? my wearied life has beeh full; -t 
have feen what other men have not; I have been pre- 
fent at terrible and difaftrous ‘commotions,. which 
enlarge and fortify the fou), which render it fuperior to _ 
events, and make it brave death. “I would ‘not exchange 
this ftormy but inftru€tive exiftence for another more-calm 
and tranquil. After what I have feen, the hiftory of man 
_isin my mind, | . | 
_Thave ftill before me. the images and the /butile of a 
city befieged; every day the noife of drums, the retreat, 
the beat to arms, the cry of the feCtionaries, the clath of - 
fabres, the fear of ‘fome, the ferocious joy of others, 
predi&ions of the: moft frightful cataftrophes, the necefft- 
ty of ‘marching between royalifts and anarchifts; and 
- when they rallied and joined their forces, there was no- 
thing. but the government to flop the effufions of 
blood. eee 
_ And what affaffinations! Paris affaffinated Michaei 
Lepelletier, St. Fargean; Charlotte Corday poignarded 
Marat; Robefpierre, envying Collot d*Herbois the honour 
of the attempt on his life, dreams, and publifhes that a 
girl of fixteen wanted to attempt hisdays; ‘Tallien,. find- 
ing his thermidorian influence on the wing, contrived to, 
be miffed by a piftol-fhot in the Rue de Perle; the young 
and innocent Ferraud is murdered at the: foot of the tri- 
bune by furies who hid themfelves in the crowd; Lepel- 
letier is affaffinated at Chartres; and Syeyes was defper- 
ately wounded by a prieft named Poule: a- tribunal cen- 
demned this laft only to the gallies. What days! If there 
have been-any fuch of old, Ido not recollect them: and 
amidit fo many horrors, balls, concerts, galas, new drefles 
rivalling each other in brilliancy, ufelefs expences, can 
. we complain of robbers, mud, and the want of lamps? 
There have, however, been days in which Paris was 
perfefly calm, in which we have had no more the ap- 
pearance of being in war than in revolution. Foreigners, 
who read our newfpapers, fee us covered with nothing but 
blood, tatters, and all the livery of mifery. What a 
me : . be 


EW PICTU: PARIS. — 19 
, NEW PICTURE OF 199 


be their furprize, in arriving at Paris by the road of Chail- 
fot, and croffing that magnificent avenue of the Champs 
Elyfées, bordered on both fides with elegant phaetons, 
and peopled with charming women; continuing their 
route, attracted by that magical perfpective, acrofs the 
garden of the Tuilleries; traverfing this beautiful garden, 
more rich and better kept up than it was even in the moft 
profperous time of the monarchy? What muft they think 
of the French and of their newfpapérs, of their hiftory, 
and of their miferies? 

The women are brilliant, the carriages numerous, and 
the Bois de Bologne crowded. We hear nothing, how- 
ever, but the cry of mifery; andthe caufe of this is, that 
behind thefe rich tapeftries are hidden the rentiers,.the 
ftate penfioners, the unfortunate, who have been crufhed 
by the revolution. “Thofe perfons exclaim, and they have 
jaft caufe. A Juvenal would alfo make the air refound 
with his cries; but could he make his voice fufficiently 
heard, fo as to put an end to the hideous contraft of the 
mott infolent luxury difplaying itfelf by the fide of the moft 
deplorable mifery? = ss ‘ 

Such is the aimoft inevitable  refult of an immenfe po- 
ulation. The word equality does nothing for the thing ; 
that is the work of time, and of civil inflitutions the moft 
difficult to trace out, How fhall we remedy the inequality 
of fortunes? how fix a juft medium, while it is fo natural for 
the governed as well as the governors’ to- precipitate 
themfelves'into extremes? If you have induftry you will 
neceflatily have luxury, and you will have peor ;.if you 
have no induftry, you will have an equality of mifery. 
Democratic and defpotic equality are fituated at two op- 
pofite points of the political axis; they are equally dan- 
gerous. Where is the fecret of going on a long time 
Without ftriking on one or other of thefe rocks? 

But I hear the complainings of fome worthy father of a 
family. Look a little, fays he, at the fine equality which 
seigns among the citizens of Paris! After eleven o’clock, ~ 
the foot-pafflengers, who walk before the guard-houfe, are . 
obliged to, enter, and produce their card of furety, or their 
paffport; but tite fmart gentlemen in carriages nave the - 
privilege of paffing and repafling without any enquiry. 
1s the being rich enough to have a carriage, or hire a hack- 
nev-coach, a brevet of civifm ! 
For fome time pafta ftop has been put to thofe caprices 


af the commanders at thofe diferent pofis. 
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CHAP. CCXL. 


CARDS OF RESTAURATEURS. 


_ You receive them as you enter, printed, a fheet in fo. 
lio. One man, leaning with both elbows on the table, 
ftudies,a long time before he decides; another feels his 
fob, to fee if he has enough to pay for his dinner, for no 
one now dines cheap. Calculate well, if youdo not with 
to be taken unawares, and obliged to leave your watch or 
{nuff-box at the bar, in mortgage for half acapon. _ . 
You fee the price plainly marked; but you do not fee, 
the difh: when it comes on the table, what it containg 
might be feryed up in a faucer, You behold in the firma-. 
ment the increafe of the moon ;‘at the reftaurateurs, you 
fee nothing but the decreafe of the difh; but the price is 
fixed and irrevocable as the polar ftar. The meat is cut 
in filigree, bye and bye it will be cut in laces, One 
would fuppofe that oxen were, dwindled into the fize of 
turkies; half an ounce has taken place of: half a pound ; 
the apothecary does not weigh out his dofes more ferupu- 
loufly. When you afk for a cut of elk ¢ /a tartare, they. 
bring it you; but this cut is not above an inch and a 
half in length : take care that the card exprefles how many 
inches you fhould have, without which your cut will be 
only a little roll. It is the. fame with all other difhes; they 
are all of the moft delicate {mallnefs; you would imagine, 
that they. were only bringing you famples, of: fome. future, 
repaft. “ Alas, citizen-cooks, I} do not want to have a coat 
made; I want to dine. here would not be money 
enough in Paris to give a fingle dinner to every individual 
in Paris, at the price that cofts a fingle repaft, not far from 
the Peron. i ae 0 oe 
Let your purfe, when you entera reftaurateur’s, be. bet. 
ter furnifhed than the card, and-take care that you do not 
faft, though you pay a good deal. Nothing is more de- 
ceiving than the view of the prices, becaufe the reftaura- 
teur, though fat and thick, looks upon all thofe whom he 
entertains as real Lilliputians. ‘A wag faid, “ I will make 
“* my dinner in five acts, with change of {cenery, but nat 
‘¢ inthe fame theatre.” _. ’ et 
pele Meath There 


é 
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There are fome droll terms in thefe cards. We heara 

waiter crying out toa kind of maitre d’hotel, Bring a pot- 
age 4 la ci-devant reine, with two kidneys a Ja brochette : 
bring a pottage @ Ja ci-devant Condé, with a ragout of hare. 
There you eat the pottage of that Condé, who fled fo 
quick, and fo far, which founds along the tables, and which 
fignifies only a foup, which he will never tafte again. 
“€ A fole au gratin,” {queaks a little thrill and feminine 
pipe ; “ A quarter of a capon,” bawls a {trong and mafcu- _ 
line voice. . . . 
" Your pottage, your petits patés, your cutlets, your fri- 
candeau, your apple, your bifcuit, all is enregiftered the 
moment you fwallow it; andif your ftomach doubts what 
you have fwallowed, a procés-verbal places it before your 
eyes. Forasto the account, it is made after the rules of 
Bareme; pay, and I advife you to go and dine elfe- 
See eae re nS 

They offer, you at thefe tables the Letter. of a Cordelier 
turned player, addreffed to a Carmelite become a mylliner. There — 
is nothing but the title which is piquant, If you liften to 
what is pafing around you, you find a droll mixture of 
folly andreafon, forrow and gaiety, filence and noife, wit 
- and ftupidity, of flavery and liberty; the converfation is a 
true falmagundi, like the difhes. . —_ 

_ At the Courtille, the petit Pologne, new France, the 
traiteurs are more loyal than thofe in the city; in thefe 
guinguettes, you fee the difh together with the price; you 
may compare them, and take them away, dreft or undretft. 
The old-clothes men fell their merchandife in the fhade, in 
order to conceal the {pots; the reftaurateurs fell difhes in- 
vifible, and which the fcullions never difplay till you are 
engaged ; the reftaurateurs deferve therefore the title of 
Jews as much as cloathfmen. — | 

. They get rich pretty faft; and what proves this is, that 
you fee written up in great characters, Such a one, fuccef- 
for to fucha‘one, Leda already rivals the celebrated Me- 
ot. Eating is the fundamental bafis of fociety at prefent ; 
eating is the only ferious occupation; to dine well is the 
fummum bonum; and all thofe looking-glafles which deco- 
‘rate the rooms of thefe reftaurateurs, refleét nought but ego- 
tifm devouring every thing at theireafe ; and which, when 
jt has dined, is affected with no one’s misfortunes, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXLI. 
PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES OF THE YEAR 5. 


It is, above all, atthe moment of the primary aflemblies, | . 
that the enemies of ‘the republic are careful in diitributing 
their parts.to thofe whom they think moft capable of filling 
them. They have their prow/ers, their commiferatqrs, their 
calumniators, and: theit dividers; thofe laft are {pecially 
commiffioned to break up the union which reigns amongit 
the moft decided republicans ;. to kindle their perfonal paf- 
fions, for which, neégle&ting the affairs of the republic, 
and employing themfelves only about their own private 
intereft, they fall into certain deviations, which fubject 
them to a warrant of arreft, hen they fay to them, 
*¢ You fee now that thefe arbitrary imprifonments weigh 
«upon republicans as well as royalifts. There is no know- 
* ing where we are, Every thing is topfy-turvy. Is it not 
** better to fave twenty who are guilty, than condemn one 
* who isinnocent? And in this ftate of things, would it 
‘“¢ not be as juft as it would politic, to giveall their liberty ?”” 

Then would come an amnefty; after an amnefty, con- 
fpiracies ; after confpiracies, treafon ; ‘after treafon, civil war; 
and this is the happy moment our enemies are looking for, 
to deftroy, the republican government, and fet Tarquin on 

the throne, or fhare the wrecks with him. 

Mirabeau faid, fknow them; cach of them is wifhing only fox 
a faved of the royal cloak. 7 

No! the republic will not perifh, it is immortal. The 
royalifts, affrighted at the fuccefs of the 18th Frudhidor, 
begin to be afraid. They exclaimin their rage, “ O 
“ firlt of WVendemiaire! abhorred day, in which the 
‘* throne was broken! Day more horrible fill, 10th of Au- 
“ guft, in which the throne was annihilated, and-we alfo.. 
“Tul lately, crouching at the look of kings, and the no- 
bility, the people felt themfelves honoured by one of 
** our {miles; a fingle word from our lips made them hap- 
“ py, or forced them to tremble. At that time’ they did 
“ not know their ftrength ; but every thing has changed ; 
** we were for a long time difficult to be perfuaded, that 
“ France could exit without a king and without nobles ; 
“ France has taught it us to our forrow. O accurfed day, 
“ O firft of Vendemiaire (6th year!) how are all our pro- 

|  je€tions 
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* jeGtions overthrown! ..... Coalefced Europe, our 
* knights of Coblentz, our heroes of the poignard, our 
« black huflars of Tivoli and Italy, our marfhal Pichegru, 
‘ the bells of Camille Jourdan, even the homilies of La- 
* harpe, all have been wrecked againft thefe roturiers ! . . 
* |... O hero of Blackenbourg! O my mafter! O 
“ my king! fiffer your rebel fubjedts to celebrate this 
* firft of Vendemiaire ; the next year you fhall celebrate 
“ St. Lewis in your Parith of Verfailles ; we fwear it by 
* the holy phial, and on our fwords.” 7 ae 

‘And we fay on our parts, *€ Hail, firft of Vendemiaire, 
“ to theend of ages! thou yert for France what Hercules 
“ was, when he cleanfed the flable of Augeas; what ju-_ 
 -piter was, when he conquered the Titans; hail!” 

What proves that a decree in favour of the priefts, 

monks, and monkeffes had been projected in the union at 
Clichy, is the ingenuous declatation of a Carme arrefted 
at Saintes, inthe habit of his order. “ The news had 
‘* been fpread-in Spain,” {aid the monk, that the legifla- 
* tive body of France was going to put things in /fatu quo, 
“ relating to the religious orders; and give us back our 
** eftates and convents.” The declaration of this Carme 
agreed perfeGily with what was pafling under our own eyes. 
Drefles for monks and nuns had been making for fame 
time paftin Paris. This is not all: there exifts in the 
houfe of ......Rue Honoré, a fociety of novices, who 
appeared in the court, and at the windows, in ftomachers 
and veils. In the fame houfe is a charming little refracto- 
“ry abbé, who from his window enters into converfation 
with thofe beguines, and who fays to them at every mo- 
ment ina gentle tone, “ Patience, ladies, patience! the 
decree is coming out, on my word of honour.” 


n 


ns 
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CHAP. CCXLIL 


BN 


LAW GF DIVORCE, 


‘Tuts law was projected in 17g0, in the whining papers 
ef the Duke of Orleans, of that prince revolutionary for 
ais own advantage, corrupted and guillotined, and who 
had a virtuous womanfor his wife. This fundamental 

law 
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Jaw was decreed the 20th September 1792, in an evening 
fitting, without difcuffion, by fitting and rifing, and cauf-, 
ed a general mourning throughout France, {eandalizing 
foreigners, who have joaded us with fo many reproaches 
on account of it fince. Thofe who are the friends to fo-. 
cial order, and indeed all men of fenfe, acknowledged that 
it opened a wide door to the Hcentioufnefs and depravity of 
manners, which wasalready fogeneral 

It was much worfe when the convention decreed the 
additional laws réfpeéting divorce, of the 8th Nivofe, and 
the 4th Floreal, 2d year, which have fo much favoured the 


By 


diffolutenefs of the paffions, 


Br? ty 


By thofe laws, the fimple abfence. of fix months is a fuf- 
ficient plea for divoree ; and either, of the parties may con- 

traét without delay a new marriage: in confequence 
of which, the only female claimants for divorce were the. 
wives of the defenders of the country, and of public func. 
tionaries, diftant from their home for the fervice of the. 
yepublic. The legiflators Oudot and Pons-de-Verdun had. 
even anouunced a new project of a law, which fhould; 
make divorce more eafy; but this divorcing paffion was 
fpeedily repreffed. Attornies and pleaders feized with avi- 
dity on thofe fatal decrees, and a diflolution took place in, 
the bonds of fociety. Every debauched, .unprincipled, - 
ambitious, immoral man, fatisfied his inogdinate. tafte, his. 
refentment, and his avarice. No one could imagine. the, 
abufes which have refulted from thofe laws fo clumfily con- 
firu@ed, and fo favourable to immorality. There was. 
no longer any refpect paid to oaths, to perfons, or to pro-. 
perties. How many private diforders have corrupted. 
public morality, and is the wound moft difficult to 
cure? , 

Neverthelefs, the numberlefS abufes, the hideous fyftem 
of libertinifm, which divorce appears to have introduced 
into our manners, are not fo much'the effects of the in- 


 ftitution itfelf, as of the bad law which fanétified it at 


firfi. Reform this law, and thofe which follow it; put. 
fuch conditions on divorce as fhould make it very difficult 
to be obtained, and you will then have fulfilled your du- 


ty, and conciliated the interefts of morality with that of 


‘the republic. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXLIII. 
FIGURES IN THE: PORTICO OF NOTRE DAME: 


_ Do youremember, teaders, thofe kings of the portico of 
otre Dame, thofe unformed maffes, thick as elephants, 
which formed 4 long proceffion in the niches of the front 
of the firft church of Paris? All the firft racé was there, | 
and pretty well blackened by timé; but you might diftin- 
suith the monarchs in ftoné, which was: contemporary with 
the ages in which they lived, and who all in one day have 
been lévelled with the earth. ce . . 

Do you know what is become of thém? ‘They lie in 
heaps on each other behind the chutch, where they are 
‘buried under every kind of filth. Their gigantic fize at- 
tracts the looks of evéry paflenger; and their great {ceptres 
in their hand, and the different and droll mutilations which 
they have received, force a fmile of pity, when we refleét 
on the fingular decrees of time, and thé ftrange ftrokes of 
‘fate. | | . 

Chance, without doubt, rather than mifchievous inten- 
tion,. has prefided over this grotefque and humiliating de- 
gradation ; but it is unneceflary that both fight and fmell 
fhould be offended by their‘prefence. ‘Their hiftory fmells 
illenoughalready. 

Agrenadier, with his pipe in his mouth, fcales the pro- 
tubetant belly of Charlemagne, and lops off, without fear 
and without téproach, the emperor’s great nofe, taking ‘a. 
tranguil furvey of the other coloffufes, who have ftill their 
crowns on their heads. His comrade follows his example, 
without condefcending to enquire the mame of the vifage | 
which he is going to dishgtire. King Pepin isthere, fword 
in hand, and ation under his féet, in commemoration of 
that which he killed in a combat which took place in the 
abbey of Ferrieres ; his lion and his fword remain motion- 
lefsin {pite of fo many infults. a 

Such is ‘at prefent in Paris the new St. Denis, or rather 
the mufeum of thofe antique and royal ftatues. "The vir- 
‘tuofo, incroffing it, holds his nofe, fearing left thofe ef- 
figies, more ftinking than carcafes, fhould engender the 
plague. ) 


CHAP, 
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‘CHAP. COXLIV. 
JACOB DUPONT. 


‘Tiere was in the convention one Jacob Duponé, 
who inade a public declaration at the tribune of his being 
an atheift. This fanfaronade, the value of which was duly 
appreciated at the time, was treafured up by every foreign 
writer hoftile to revolution. "They calumniated the whole 
convention and ynadée of us what the hard Janfenitfts, in 
their theological difputes, made of the Molinifts. From that 
time the deputies have been confidered by. certain pcan 
headed men ag men capable of every crime. 

_ Jacob Dupont has therefore done the greateft injury to: 
an afiembly, which, I am confident, contained mo decid- 
ed atheifts, and this is more than we have feen in fome 
literary focieties lefs made to harbour them. __ 

_ This Jacob Dupont was a crack-brained fellow, «who 
ftuck- up a courfe of public inftruétion on the wails in 
Patis, and wanted to fet up his pulpit fometimes-in the 
fquare of the Revolution, and fometimes in the church 
of Notre Dame. He taught every thing, was verfed in 
all {ciences, and wrote to the two councils: to be made pub- 
lic and univerfal profeffor. 

At any other time, fuch a madman would have excited 
nothing. but’a fmile ; but there were fo many other jug- 

* glers in different ftyles, that this man has not yet been able 
to obtain the celebrity of ridicule. | 


ie scencakas cite 


” CHAP. CCXLY. 
THE MORALIST FINANCIER. 


Honour iG: our own times, which, after the Janfenitts, ' 
the Economiits, the Maratifts, have alfo engendered the Afo- 
ralifis, “The Financier (or he whom we are agreed to call by 
that name), talks alfo of morality; for there is no one 
buat the banker.who barters money ; a financier-is modelt, 

he 
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he would not dare to do it, efpecially when he fits in the 
legiflative body. a ; , 
We will take the liberty here of repeating to the fnan- 
cier the argument to which he has turned a deaf ear, and 
which is, that for upwards of threé years paft, notwith- 
ftanding the drawing of the lottery, hasbeen difcontinued 
in France, fpeculations in foreign lotteries have conftant- 
dy taken place, and ever at this moment the lottery of . 
Cologne, which is drawn every decade for the benefit of 
the emigrants, is eagerly followed. Here the {peculators 
purchafe their chances at private offices or of bankers, who 
being all in dire€t oppofition to the law, play a double 
trick on the purchafer, either by not paying him when 
there turns up a confiderable prize, or by fubftituting falfe 
tickets in place of thofe really drawn. ‘The true morality 
of the Venerables* ought to have been, of Iam much de- 
ceived, to fave the governed from that crowd of knaves of 
whom they are continually thedupes. 
If, therefore, no law, no prohibition, could ftop this 
fury of running the chance of lotteries, why fhould not 
‘the government have made fo univerfal a paffion turn to 
its own advantage,. efpecially if it was defirous of applying 
-the benefits to means which fhould concur to the public 
good? ‘This is the true point of view, under which we 
‘ought to confider the queftion: the reft is declamation, 
ignorance, intentional perverfity. 
“It is the excefs of perfidy tv have reprefented me asthe 
champion of the Jote. I have faid repeatedly, that it is 
for mathematicians to give us the mode of the eftablifh- 
ment of. a lottery founded en new calculations, ingeni- 
ous and truly philanthropical; and fince there has been 
a talk about immorality, it might take place, if on one fide 
the government expofed itfelf to a lofs, or if on the other 
it gained more than is allowed to a public game granted 
to that hope which is the fpring of action in every mind. 
To fhut the doer again vagrant knavery, which haunts 
public places with an impudence that nothing can reprefs; 
to make the chance more favourable to the fpeculator ; to 
hinder purchafers from going to foreign offices ; to deftroy 
the cupidity of the private receiver and the morali/? finan- 
éier, who is continually returning his funds; to accelerate 
the drawings; to give hope, confoling at every moment 


* Allofion té tbe-council of elders, who had at firf rejedted every 
planof a lottery. 


es the 
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the moft fpeedy decifion ; to receive depofits from the low-, 
éft to the higheft price; to forcé a great circulation o 
money, which conftitutes riches—this is what the legif- 
lator ought to propofe to himfelf. He ought to enact nei- — 
ther thé Sorbonnift no# the theologian, but try to ‘concili- 
ate the intereft of the government and that of the fpe- 
culator, fince he cannet eradicate a pafhion inherent in 
‘ghan. ; 


fpoils of Greece and Ttaly! Behold the prodigies of art 
collected together on the famé {pot, which is become thé 
‘depofitory of every thing moft curious in the world. 
Whatever you can imagine moft rafe in the productions 
of nature, you will here find; all the wonders of tafte, of 
{cience, and of literature, aré before your eyes, and you 
are invited every day to the enjoyment of them. You 
“fee nothing but vaft colle&tions of books and of monu-.' 
ments of every kind ;'we talk of riothing but laying new 
foundations for the accumulation of new fcientific trea- 
fures, and- we are neverthelefs every wheré faying that 
here is no public inftradtion. I think we mean to fay 
in other terms, that there is no public teaching, or that 
it is good for nothing which ‘comés to the fame thing. 
Public inftruétion is every where, fince at every ftep we: 
take, we find libraries, profeflors, arid public leétures: 
You want only eyes to ftudy natural hiftory and botany, 
with the affiftancé of the fineft fpecimens of the produc- 
tions of thé three kingdoms; you want only eyes to ftu- 
dy chymiftry; your eyes alone are fufficienit to perfect 
yourfelf in the tafte for painting. _ 7 
This vaft gallery, called the Central Mufeumi of the 
Arts, is a city of pictures; but there are fo many, that 
the eye is fatigued; and the attention wearied; we fee no- 
thing, becaufe we fee too much, | 
. Ide not know whether all thofe pictures colle&ted at 
fo great an expénce do not mutually injure each other; and 
if 
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if the mind be not confufed amidft fach a variety of ob- 
jeéts. The Raphael’s, the Michael Angelo’s, the Carrac- — 
ci’s, the Titians, the Correggios, the Guidos; the Rubens, 
are Come to find you, to aflail you, to beg your approba- 
tion, while. perhaps it was your bufinefs to have made the 
firft advance, and go and ‘vifit them in their fanctuaries, * 
All thefe~ creations to the difdainful Parifian feem a 
‘debt, which is paid him, and which ought to-be paid 
Wai : es 


CHAP. CCXLVIL. 
. BDUPI se . 


Wer) Hever remember the name of Mefiner and his 
fhagnetic tub, but to laugh at the crédulity of the public, 
and the traps into which they fall when the charlatan isa 
‘little adroit. If we fhould fetrace all the extravagant 
f{cenes which took place during the experiments of .the 
German doétor, the pi€ture would feém mierely. imagin- 
ary of the affeniblage of individuals who cé-operaté by the 
ftrangeft contortions and the moft ridiculous grimaces to 
the fame follies. An hundred louis muft be paid before 
admiffion to the influence of the do€trine of animal 
magnetifm. A few farmers-gérieral ranked- themfelves 
among the adepts. What proves that the mountaineers 
had no appetite for blood, but in order to confifcate pro- 
perty, is the hafte they madé in labouring for the death 
and plunder of the farmers-general. It was here that the 
. Committee of Genet'al Surety, though it was fufficiently 
immoral and tyrannical, furpaffed every thing which could 
be expected from the vileft and moit impudent ruffians. 
They commiffioned a man of the name of Dupin, the - 
fame who had denounced them at the tribune: they charg- 
ed this mountaineer with the iriveritory and the procés-ver- 
bal which regarded the départment of Paris.. Accufed of 
_dilapidation, of having made ufe of falfe feals, of having 
his hands full of various jewels, belonging to :the former 
. farmers-general, the fighs and groans of their widows and 
. their children were loftin air; the devaftating executioner 
kept the fpoils with the- fame impudence that Serjent of 
Paris wore on his finger the_agate torn from the.hand of 
, Vou.. £1. a one. 
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one of the murdered in September, and thofe two murdet= 
ers abufing the charater of the reprefentatives of the peo=., 
ple, took refuge in the mountain as a fort inacceffible to 
cries and acclamations. = Soar 

What is become of this rhonfter of iniquity, who rung 
the tocfin.of death, and of an unjuft death, over fixty ci- 
tizens, among whom we number Lavorfierx? Exhaling 
around him the odour of Crirne, he camé to the prifon 
emptied of the farmers-general who had immolated, and 
infulted the feventy-three. I ‘could only addrefs him in 
thefe words: “ I have the confolation of being no longer 
feated by the fide of thee.” . a. ote he 

How many crimes remain unpunifhed! But if Dupin, 
as well as others, have efcaped the vengeancé of the laws; 
they are given over to the exécration of mankind. 

Thofe farmers-general were condemned for having put 
water in the fnuff. I faw in my prifon an unfortunate old 
man who bore my name, who was the fon of, the nurfe of 
Louis the XVth: he could riot have madé a fum of addi- 
tion; another perfon filled his fun@tions. He had given 
‘an hundred thoufand crowns, which had beén exacted 
from him: he had never feen mé before this fatal meeting : 
he lamented over my deftiny, and I wept over his; for in- 
_nocence was imprefled.on his forehead as it had been on 
his paft life, and in his heart. Oh! who will relieve me 
_ from: the remembrance of thofe bloody days! But no, I 
will treafure it up to pupifh and cover the authors of them 
with infamy. -# 


aes CHAP. CCXLVIIT. 


ao 


PUNISHMENT. OF, ROBESPIERRE. 


- “Wuere fhall I get cotouts to paint the general cry of 
public joy amidft the moft horrible-of fights,. the explofion 
_of that tumultuous tranfport which fpread, and’ which re- 
:founded'even at the foot of the fcaffold? His name, 
- loaded with imprecations, was in every mouth; it was 
no longer the: invorruptible, the virtuous Robefpierre; tlie 
maik was fallen off; he was delivered over to univer- 
fal execration, and made refponfible for all the crimes of 

hee a both 
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boih comthittees. The ftalls, thé fhops, the windows, 


were crowded; the roofs were coveréd with people of eve= 


ry clafi, who had’ otily one objeét, that of feeing Robe/~ 
pierre led to death. : } : 


” Inftead of 4 di@tato?’s thione, hé lay reclinéd ina cart, 


which carriéd alfo his accomplices, ‘Hentict and Couthon. 
‘Theré was noifé, a témult around him, which was made 
up of a thoufand exclamations of joy, mingled with mutual 
congratulations. His head was wrapped round with a dirty 


and bloody napkiii, and only half of his pale and ferocious 


vifage was feen. His niutilated and disfigured companions 
Bore lefs réfemblance to criminals than wild beafts caught 


in a gin, and which could be feized on only by breaking | 


fome of their limbs. _ A biuitiiing fin did not hinder the 
women from expofitig’ the rofes and lilies of their delicate 
cheeks to its rays, wathirig to féé thé affaffins of their fellow- 
citizens. , The horfénien who efcortéd the cart brandifhed 
their fabres, and fhowéed him their naked points: This 
pontiff-king to longer drew aftér him the convention at ten 
fteps’ diftancé frori his perfon; he feémed to have preferved 
the remains of life only to fatisfy divine juftice, and its terri- 
ble vengeance on hypocritical and fanguinary meri: 

When hé camé near the placé of punifhment, and before 
the houfe whéré hé lodgéd, the people made him ftop ; and 
a groupe of womén formed a dancé to the noify clappings 
of the multitude: Orie of thém feized thé moment, and 
apoftrophizing him with violence of gefture and voice, ex- 


claimed, * Thy punifhment intoxicates me with joy. De= 


* fcénd to hell, coveréd with the curles of every wife and 


““ every mother of a family: -Robefpierre remained 

dumb. oo elo . | 

_ When hé méuiitéd oni thé {caffold, thé executioner, as 

_ if animated by the public deteftation, tore rudely off the 
dreffiing put on his wounds; he threw out the cry of 4 

tiger ; the lower jaw then detachéd itfelf from the upper, 


and ftreaming with bldod, madé this human -head one of , 


the moft monftrous and horrible that the pencil couid ex- 


_ hibit. His two companions, not lefs hideous in their torn. 


and bloody garments, were the accolités of this giedt cri- 
minal, whofe fufférings excited not the fmalleft fpark of 
pity. Mortally wounded, public vengeance called him to 


undergo a fecond déath; and the people rufhed on in. 


crowds, not to lofe the moment when his head fhould bend 
under the axe where he had precipitated fo many others : the 
applaufes continued for fifteen minutes. co 

we | | a ’.  "Twenty- 
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_ Twenty-two heads fell with his.. The next day feventy 
members of the commune went to- join their chief; they 
were the fame who came to our dungeons to carty off our 
food, and load us withinfults. The day after, twelve other 
' members of the commune paid with their heads for their 

connection with the chief of the confpirators, but thefe 
ignoble and vulgar heads of mean {fatellites had no name ; 
Robefpierre’s alorie was counted. - “a uoRe TE. om che 

_ If-he was arrefted, it was for want of courage; had he. 
mounted on horfeback, he might perhaps have been fol- 
lowed by the.fame multitude who covered him with .ma- 
ledi&tions. Robefpierre repoféd on Henriot, and on his 
-Jacobins, but they had neither firmnefs nor boldnefs wher 
they were neither executioners nor aflaffins. Thefe con- 
fpirators all turned. pale when they faw themfelves ftruck by 
the decree which put therii out of the law. oe 

It is’ frightful to feflec&t that Robefpierre fell only be- 
caufe the Comimittée of Public Safety was divided ; had they 
been in accord, the bloody oppreffion would {till have laf. 
ted; two triumivirates weré quite prepared to continue the 
courfe of this incredible tyranny ; and I do not exaggerate 
in maintaining, that the remaining members ftill flattered 
themfelves with the duration of that chaos, the grave of 
public Hberty. They-ought, had they beer wife, to have 
thrown every thing on. Robefpietre, and have declared 
themfelves his enemies, after having equalled, and fome- 
times furpaffed him in infolence and ferocity. But the thirft 
of dominating, and the hope of maftering thé convention,. 
and by this means the reft of France, did not forfake their 
hearts. They had, however, the impudence to be the ac- 
cufers of him whom they had fo long ferved as valets, and 
- whom they would sot have oppofed at laft, if they had not 
themfelves been profcribed. But for that lift of profcription 
in which they had feen their own names, they would fill 
have been profcribing with, and under the fanction of Ro- 
befpierre. T.hofe cowards were far beneath him whom they 
overthréw, and whom they overthrew only from fear. . 
True republicans, and 1 among the reft, remained full 

in dungeons, from the inconceivable impudence of the 
décemvirs, and the inexpliable cowardice of the national 
convention, which convention indeed exifted no longer on 
the feats where: thofe deputies were crawling about, but 
where the honourable prifoners were fhut up; it was we 
alone who ought to have arifen again, and reftored and 
_ given it back the majeity and energy which it had loft. — 

Certainly” 
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Certainly we were juftified y-all the crimes of the ac- 
complices of Robefpierre ; but what man, even after thofe . 
days of victory and juftice, dared demand that a reprefenta- 
tion of tlie people, irreproachable under every. point of 
view, fhould re-appear at its poft? [t was neceflary to make 
another divifion among thefe affaffins, and overthrow: them | 
one by the other till they were fo weak as not_ to be able to 
retard our triumphal entry. They wifhed to deftroy,- in or- 
der to reign, but not to éftablifh the republic. The event 
has proved that this horde of ruffians could not bear the fight 
of good men, nor tefpeét that liberty to which thofe had 
given the firmeft fupport. Our looks, our names tranf-_ 
fixed them with the pain of the moft merited reproach ; and 
what evil have they done their country! as much as we wifh- 
ed to have done good. Few amongft them all have 
efcaped the fate which awaits them; they vainly endea- 
vour to unite their caufe with that of the revolution, 
-they will never fucceed ; they alone have imprinted on ita 
difgufting. character ;.and time, which afligns to every thing 
its place, hgs already marked their names, and-encircled 
them with public contempt and horror, whilft their hands 
are covered with blood; they are like the wife of Macbeth, 

they cannot wipe out or turn afide their looks from the in- 

effacable fpot. no o 
What rendered. the fyftem of Robefpierre terrible was 
not fo much its madnefs and atrocity as its duration. The 
decemviral tyranny which covers us all at prefent with fo 
much confufion, would not have exifted. had there beena 
dictature of thirty-Gx hours; that would have crufhed the 
fucceffors of Robefpiere. But men hid themfelves one be- 
hind the other, in order to be ftill more atrocious and more 
wicked than thofe who were open and avowed. a ° 
_ Barrere, Coilot, Billaud, thefe monfters difavowed by hu- 
-man nature, appeared after the death of Robefpierre, and fat 
in the convention ; fifty thoufand citizens, whom they had 
caufed to be murdered, could obtain no other vengeance 
than the banifhment of their afflaffins; and it was in’ this 
mode that the government paffed rapidly from a fyftem 
_ of the moft deteftable tyranny to that of the moft fa- 
tal indulgence. After the gth of Thermidor, it entered 
-into compromife with the aifaifins, and the confpiracies 
fince that time have been the fruit of [ know not what fear, 
or rather delirium, which had feized every head. The 
royal re-aétion took place becaufe it had been propofed to 

frame a law which fhould abolith the pain of death; a law . 
which fuppofed a conftitution already tried, a government 
ae  feated 


& 
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feated on a folid bafis, a: decided national character, of 
which we had not even the elements. ' ee 
Robefpierre and his faction had made a treaty with Philip 
d’Orleans, .and had faid tohim, ‘* Thou fhalt give us thy 
“ ‘gold in exchange for our crimes.” Louvet, the cour- 
ageous Louvet, denounced that infernal faction.’ The art- 
ul Barrete warded off the blow which the convention was 
going to ftrike.. How many crimes would have been pre- 
vented by this a€t of juftice ! . 7 
Contraft the punifhment of Robefpierre with that of the « 
Countefs Dubarry, Of what ufe was the. murder of this 
woman punifhed by Vaudevillés, and fallen into contempt? 
If fhe had'been feen getting naked out: of bed, the bed of 
_ her royal lover, making the Pope’s nuncio hand her one of 
her flippers, and the grand almoner of France the other ; 
Was this a motive for fending her to the fcaffoldt or did they 
covet her beautiful houfe at Lucienne? The ruffians had 
often no other policy than the thirft of gold, and though 
Robefpierre was a fanguinary monfter, we fhould alfo add, 
that he was an avaricious wretch ; that he fold himfelf to, 
D’Orleans, andin the end to®¥***, | 


® 


¥ 


CHAP. CCXLIX, 
" HISTORIC, POINT OF VIEW. 


Fue victory of Paris over the. whole of France when 
thirty thoufand armed men furrounded the convention, de- 
clared the defenders of order and property traitors to their 
country, and demanded their heads, wilt ke.a fubjeét of 
- eternal reproach from the whole of France againft this City. 

The report of the commiffion of twelve was about to name 
the true accomplices of Dumourier; the aflaffins, the rufh- 
ans, the promoters of anarchy, were on the point of being 
unmafked ; the triumvirate of -Danton, Marat, and Robe- 
fpierre; would not have taken place, and the. decemvirs, 
the offspring of the triumvirate, would never have terrified ' 
the nation and hiftory with their abominable crimes. Dan- 
gerous example of a minority, which having its protectars. 
and fupports under its hand, in a narrow fpace, becomes 
much ftronger than a majority whofe refources are fcattered,. 
and as it were, loft over a vait territory fuch as France. 
The true republicans were é6verthrown, the n ation detach- 
ed itfelf from them, and fuffered them to be dragged to the 
, = . {eaffold 
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fcaffold or perifh in prifons. And what was the language of 
the plain? fuch as the government holds at prefent when 

feated on the bafis of victory, wifdom, and moderation. 

* Tt istime to build up, after having demolifhed fo much.” 

The violent meafures which have faved us from oppreflion 

will, if we continue to ufe them, force us back again under 

_itsyoke. We believe that a republic can be founded only 

on wifdom and moderation ; that to overcome prejudice and 

fuperftition, we fhould enlighten and not exterminate ; that 

a magnanimous people may know their ftrength without 

abufing it ; and that they ought to difdain under the empire . 
of the laws, to obtain by rapine what they might claim from 

virtue. a 93 _ : og 
We believe that we may be republicans without being 

fanatics, philofophers without becoming profeffors of plun- 

der, patriots without being cannibals, and fulfil our duties 

as legiflators without becoming affaffins. We were defirous, 

itis true, of faving the king from the fcaffold; we were 

afraid of raifing the whole of Europe againtt us, and of pro- 

longing the war; we thought it more ufeful to keep the king 

as an hoftage ; we were willing to make his life fubfervient 

to the acquifition of peace, and to ‘haften on its return; and 

we thought to fpare the effufion of blood, and to bring ~ 
France to a happy point of profperity, by abridging in the 
quickeft manner poffible the courfe of its calamities.. We 
did not afcribe fuch importance toa king as to think that his 
death would be a giant’s ftep towards public felicity, as our . 
ferocious rivals would have it believed; nerhave we thought, 

like them, that to caufe the head of a prince to fall under 

the axe, was the matter-ftroke of philofophy. 

- The great fhe-wolf, the mother and nurfe of the Jaco- 
bins, kept then’ her infernal den at Paris; fhe was put in 
_ motion by the affiftance of the popular focieties, and after . 
her howlings had thrown terror afar, the fhock of tumults 
and the tempetts of diforder were framed, in order to launch 
during the ftorm the moft monftrous and horrible decrees. _ 
Had the convention been in any other place or fituation, it 
never would have yielded, and with it the whole: nation. . 
When the a& of commanding the Parifian infurreGicn in a 
minute had been formed, there was no longer any libert 
for us; and the decemviral tyranny affaffinated both le- 
giflators and private citizens with great pomp, decimating 
them at its will and pleafure. . 


CHAP, 
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- CHAP. CEE, 


a RESISTANCE, 


A MISPLACED, arrogant, and haughty refiftance; a 
refiftance too hot and obftinate at the firft ftep of the revo-' 
lution, gave it many very confiderable advantages, for 
which, great obligations are due to ye, gentlemen-arifto- 
erates. Nothing remains of the government which the 
revolution has deftroyed; but the car of the revolution did 
fo much mifchief hecaufe we threw ourfelves precipitately 
before the horfes, and even under the wheels. Going 
back has ftill been more térrible than advancing. ‘The 
coachman who drove over the leg of a poor wretch, when 
they cried out to him on all fides, ‘ Stop, flop!’ drew: 
back, and paffed over his body, . ; aS : 

This car had to run through a vaft fpace, begaufe it 
had been launthed from a vaft height. The foaming cour, 
fers and heated wheels want nothing fo much as fepofe. — 

A government at once frefh and new has manifefted: its 
form, its power, and its life; mo one can deny the crea- 
tion of this body politic; it is young, and not lefs robyft ; 
itis living, and ought to have the affent of every reafona- 
ble man; it is the intereft of the whole that’ it exit, for 
the beft form of government is that which arifes from the. 
perfection of the mind of a nation whole and entire; 4nd 
as it is not to. be prefumed that it would give itfelf up again, 
to rerrembrances as powerlefs as they are miferably fuper- 
ftitious, the hope is, that it will naturally fall in with the 
government which has been juft formed, and which is, as’ 
it were, of ancient date, for this fimple reafon, becaufe it 
lives and goes on. It is by its aétion, and not by its dus 
ration, that we ought to regard it. . 

lf defpotifm fhould ever return in France, it would be. 
the moft terrible of all tyrannies, becaufe the intermediary 
powers would harafs, weary out, and opprefs alternately 
the people and the monarch, The defpot, having no longer 
either clergy, or nobility, or parliament to reftrain or con- 
ciliate, the rod of power would ftrike the people with its, 
full fwing, and they would have neither organ to.complain, - 
“nor means to defend themfelves: it would be a long and, 

i exter=, 
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exterminating war. There are thus feveral degrees of fer-. 
vitude, but this fervitude would form an abyfs deeper than 
defpotifm itfelf, The Danes were guilty of a moft cow- 
ardly derelition of their liberties; hatred againft the nobles 
diated that {hameful conceffion in Which they fold them- 
felves to a king. Mankind would turn away their fight with 
horror from the moft fervile flock of the degraded human 
{pecies, if it was pofhible for us to imitate the Danes. 


: : CHAP. CCLL 


FRIMAIRE, SIXTH YEAR, 


Ir has been for a long time obferved, that in revoiu-: 
tions the habitude of encountering dangers, the facrifice 
of private affettions, and the fentiment of public evils, 
have led men to fport with life, and embarrafs themfelves 
little about dying; but it is with pain that we have feen 
aflaffins mount the {caffold with an air of unconcern. Four, 
who were lately executed, affeted a brutal infenfibility ; 
one cried out at the moment of execution, f ae like an 
hone? robber ! another, cafting a leok on his companions, 
already thrown into the fatal hamper, faid gaily to the ex- 
ecutioner, Siow them thes a little better, there will not be room 
Jor me—room for him ! ee 
"A few days fince two young girls were guillotined, who 
were convicted of murder; they went to the {caffold as if 
it were a feaft, finging couplets of libertine fongs. Thefe 
two young girls, who from their fex, their figure, and their 
age, might have excited an emotion of unrefleQing com-, 
miferation, infpired nothing but a fentiment of horror. 
The people clapped their hands as their heads fell. Char- 
lotte Corday went to punifhment with a countenance dre{t 
in fmiles, but fhe did not fing. , 

This final impenitence can be attributed only to the 
unhappy triumph of a dectrine which reduces us all to ani- 
mal automatifm; and as irreligion has deeply tinged the 
people with immorality, it is for the wifdom of legiflators, 
duly penetrated with the importance and dignity of their 
fundtions, to. give a new courfe to religious ideas; for 
‘there is without doubt fome means of remedying this de- 

- . gradation 
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gradation of the human fpecies, which,’ attaching no. value 
to exiftence, confidered at all times, and by all animated 
beings,.as the greateft benefit of nature, muft, in confe- 
a of this infenfibility, defpife, forget, and tread under 
oot both virtue and éalent, and, in genetal, every thing 
which renders them of value, and adds to their charms. 

The Chauffeurs have already fhocked the tribunals with 
the recital of their cruelties, Affaffins of a new kind have 
juft been arrefted: they had taught dogs to ftrangle men at 
the corner of a wood, whom they afterwards ftript at their 
Jeifure. When examined, they only obferved, “ It is not 
““ we who killedthem.* =~  ” ; 

Every thing proves the neceffity of more repreffive, 
more firm and vigorous meafures, in the reform of the cri- 
minal code; for human perverfenefs, in fhaking off the 
reftraint of religion, has difplayed itfelf under a poiat of 
view moft hideous, and fubverlive of fociety. . 


: CHAP. CCLIL 
PANT HEONISED, 


A PERSON carried to the Pantheen after death, Pan- 
theonife a fcoundrel! Even after the gth of Thermidor, 
Marat was pantheonifed, and then depantheonifed. Mira- 
beau, accufed by the irom prefs of having fold himfelf to: 
the court, was depantheonifed. The body of Lepellictier 
St. Fargeau was given back to his brother. . 

It is thought that it was on the demand of the royalifts 
that Montefquieu was to be pantheonifed. Will Voltaire 
be depantheonifed at fome future dayr How can we re- 
concile Voltaire’s writings and republican maxims? 

When there ig any queftion about canonization, we 
fee the devil’s advocate make his appearance. Chenier, a 
great amateur of proceffions and ceremonies, wifhed one 
day to fend Defcartes to the Pantheon. I oppofed his 
motion. Pafchal would have been of my opinion. Here 
is what I faid: . , 

' Citizen’ reprefentatives, it is nearly one hundred and 
fifty years fince René Defcartes received at Paris, in a 
church, the honour of a funeral fervice, attended by a de- 

putation 
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putation of the parliament, the Sorbonne, the rector of the 
univerfity, the four faculties, and all the theologians, lo- 
gifts, phrafers, and ignorant naturalifts of that time. A 
rhetorician came next, who elevated his voice, and made 
his eulogium for an academical prize ; at length he had a_ 
flatue in marble, in the ‘court fathion, under. the. reign of 
the laft tyrant. | I am of opinion that all thefe honours 
are fufficient for the memory of Defcartes, and that his 
- fhade ought to be perfectly fatisfied. I own that I alfo 
made i in my younger days an eulogy of Deicartes *, *, but I 
was at that time the dupe of names held up in academies, 
aad I did not then know that the greateft charlatans of 
this world were fometimes very celebrated men. 

' « Throwing afide then that extravagance of eloquence 
fo familiar to panegyrifts, the proud prejudices of nations, 
_ and even their political rivalty, which has but too much 


* Tt was enue in. 176 gj. The tone of the Jchool was then a great 
flow of founding words. ‘The ftyle of Thomas, the great pugilift in 
this kind, was almoft always inflated and drawn out. Freron faid wit- 
tingly enough of him, I amufe myfelf in pricking his bladder with pins. 
‘When the feafon for laughing comes, I fhall perhaps publith the acade~ 
wmico-literary bittory of thofe years. The de{potitm of the graad jeig- 
neur Voltaire, and of his vifrs'and packas, will be duly difplayed; 
we fhall, above all, be aftonifhed to fee near two hundred men of letters 

_pafs in review, all labouring Sor immortal glory; and whofe names are 
already buried ‘in oblivion. — 

That bureau @efprit, called French Academy, has done much mif- 
shief to original talents 5 but ‘it was the road to fortune for fuch abbés 
as confented to be fuch philofophifts.. It was neceflury, under pain of 
being ftifled at your birth, to-take the academical plait. The fupple 
Maury took it to perfection, and laughed at my want of accommoda- 
tion. Maury told me twenty-three years fincey I will faften mylelf on 
the academicians, who will crown me, and who will. in- confequence 
of this diftinétion, get me to preach a lent at Verfailles. fhall enter 
the academy 3, from this affair I fhall obtain an abbey, then we will 
Jabour in the clergy; Iam refolved to have 60,000 livres reyenue, and 
then my Little forfe will carry me to Rome. He has told me twenty 
times that he would be a cirdimals but he depended greatly for his 
fuccefs on his prize from the academy. As all great tragedies are fol- 
lowed by a Saree, I expect to fee Maury pope. O Rabelais! 

Maury allo tried his hand at making eulogies, and if Iam ant 
miftaken, he had undertaken that of Dejeartes. What E recolleét 1s, 
that we printed, in eppofition to each other, a fine academical dif. 
courle on the miferies of war. As the academicians never went there, 
. there was neither prize nor accefit for that time. There was never but 


one verfe of mine cited at the French academy, and that made a fchifin. 
This is the verfe: 


Le coeur qni n’aima ‘point fut le premier athée, 


influence 
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influence on philofophy, permit me to give a fketch of the 
evil which Defcartes. has done to his own nation, whofe: 
progrefs he vifibly retarded by the long tyranny of his 
errors: he is the father of the moft impertinent dorine 
that ever reigned in France. It is Cartefianifm which de- 
ftroyed experimental philofophy, and which formed a fchool 
of. pedants inftead of a fociety of naturalift obfervers. | 
_ “ Nature, fays Bacon, isan immenfe book to devour ; 
~ but we muft begin by the alphabet. Defcartes was one of 
thofe prefumptuous mortals who wanted to guefs at nature 
inftead of ftudying it with refpe€tful attention. He was 
one of thofe rath men that talk with confidence of their 
fyftems of the world, as if they had affifted at the creation. 
Look, fay they, at the conceptions of a great genius; be- 
hold the luxurioufnefs of the human mind; but others 
will conclude, and with more reafon, that there lies* his 
“extravagance. All thefe arrangers of worlds, all thefe fa- 
bricators of fyitems, make a world without God, and build 
a univerfe in expelling, if I may ufe the expreffion, thé 
fupreme intelligence. None fcarcely had ever underftood 
this fublime expreffion, Ego fum, qu fum. 4 
 Defcartes’ fubtle matter, his centrifugal force *, his 
globular matter, his. fine duft of which he forms the habi- 
table globe, his whole fyftem of the world, in fhort, is a 
delirium +. He next led himfelf aftray in his .optical re- 
fearches. He was fantaftic and romantic even in his phy- 
fiology.. Defcartes’ man is not the man of nature; he has 
not even the firlt feature f. va } | 
hey ,  «& While 


% 6 Give me motion and nattire,” faid Defeartes, <¢ and T will 
« make a world.” Yes, thou wilt make a world (for we cannot 
forbear fmiling) as a turner makes a block for a perriwig. Fool! and 
intelligence the only real and exifting caufé, and the initial projection 
and the final caufe..., but my three elements, my principal plane, 
where I lodge the foul, my uaiverfal feience. Alas! 1 recognize thy 
theological tone, and nothing more, mounted only on an anti-peripate- 
tick mode, Fo replace ridiculous affertions by affertions not lefs ridi- 
culous, what an effort ! 


~ + This hollow brain-made the plenum. ‘He had at firft determined 
for the vacuum, but father Marfenna, a minion, having written to him, 
that. they laughed prodigioufly at Paris at the-vacuum, he turned back 
to the fide of the plenum. 


t Ambrofe Paré has rendered the greateft fervices to humanity on 
this queftion; but his. works were the .refult of fact and experiment ; 
the name of a man who had not publifhed great dreams was never pro- — 
nounced with emphafis. _ 
me Ambrof 
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. © While natural philofophy and chymiftry, regetierated 
in our days, and rifing from the long fleep of death, which 
the fet of the author of the Zourbillons had imprinted on 
them, admit no other difcoveries but fuch as are confirm: 
ed. by experiment, abjuring all hypothefes, fhall we bear _ 
to the Pantheon the remains of that vifionary who fo long. 
retarded the promulgation of phyfical truths, who made 

ho experiment, who even difdained, and who conftantly 
~ wandered from every path that led to obfervation? Strange 
contradiétion ! ~After having advanced that all {cience 
ought to begin by methodical or preparatory doubt, faith- 
lefs.to his own maxim, he was the firft-to affirm what he 

did not underftand. How long atime, and to the fhame 
of true fcience, was {cientific France fervilely attached to 
the vifions of Defcartes! He allied to this want of reafon, 
which builds dreams on dreams, that audacity which forces 
men afterwards to adopt them. His -partizans imprinted a 
theological tint on his phiyfical errors }- it was the vice’ of 
the time, I agree; but what is it but a tyrannical fyftem, 
which clips the wing of every other fyftem more fuited to 
the progrefs of faéts and experiment. He was neverthelefs 
a geometrician, if he was not a great philofopher. The 
application which Defcartes firft made of algebrato geome- 
try, a fine invention, though inferior to the application 
which Galileo had made of geometry to nature, is his 
great glory in the phyfico-mathematical fciences. No per-° 
fon will conteft this with him, and it is the only difcoyvery 
which. juttifies ‘the pompous eulogies which have been la- 
vifhed on him; and this is the only title on which is found- 
ed that.national partiality fo fatal to mankind, ‘in confe- 
quence. of which Fontenelle ventured to place Defcartes 
in a parallel with Newton. This bel efprit faid, (and the 
crowd of panegyrifts have continually repeated it) that-we 
mut pafs by the Tourbillons to arrive at the true theory 
of the world; ‘as if error could ferve as a flep-ladder to 
truth, as if Defcartes, coming after Kepler and Galileo, 


Ambrofe Paré had written; the immortal Bacon had written ;- Def- 
cartes read neither, I am aftonifhed that fo little is faid about Gafendi ; 
it is probably becaufe he was of a religious turn of mind, -becaafe he 
was not dogmatical, and becaufe he did not pretend to hold in his hand 
the key of the univerfe. 

Defcartes finifhed one of his chapters by thefe words, And this i 
the great fecret of the myftery of generation. Was not the poet Buffon 
attempted alfo to myiftify us with his organie molecules, a de/s pleafant 
thing, however, than his ixcandefcent globe, which afterwards at ; and 
his comets, cHigs from the fun, &c.? = 

hal 
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-had-not had under his hand, as well as Newton, the true 
élements of the théory of the. univerfe;\and.as if any 
_ 6ther thing was wanting than the great art of putting then 
in practice. z 

« The-French afe fo mitch thé more eafy and more 
-ftrongly led away by the opinions of their adoptive philo- 
fophy, as this nation has a lively tendency towards the plea- 
furés Or wanderings of the imagination: Jealous even of 
their errors, they wifhed to remaim in peaceable pofleffion, — 
and for forty yéars repelled the fame truths which our 
neighbours feized with avidity, and idolized ds foon as they 
appeared.. Maupertius was the firit who had the courage to 
declare himfelf a Newtoriian; a crowd of adverfaries rofe 
ap againft him,- fupporting themfelves by the operations 
made with fo littl exa€tnefs in France; and tt was in or-. 
der to filence thefe enemies of truth that the companies of 
mathematicians undeitook to verify at a great expence, 
the one at the polar‘circlé, the dther at the equator, what 
Newton: had difcovered without going out of his clofet: 
The refult of thefe two celebrated operations confirmed the 
Newtonian theory ; but. Newton was held in no higher re- 
fpe& than truth. - Clairant and D’Alembert, rot knowing: 
how to.combine their calculations with the movement of | 
the apogee of the moon, imagined théy had fhewit tlie fal- 
fity of the primordial law of attraction, and caufed their 
memorials to bé printed with an air of triumph. At 
length they perceived that the error was in the calculation, 
and -rendéred a tardy and forced homage to the genius of 
Newton. © 2 | o 
«< T will tiot heré fpeak of Defcartes’ metaphyficks, be- 
caufe theré are no longer any metaphyficians after the 
adorer Plato ; Bécaufe order and harmony are’ every thing ; 
becaufe there is nothing real but intelligence; becaufe the 
béing who has no eonf{cioufnefs of his being is as-if he did- 
not exift; becaufe the breath of the divinity is in us; be- 
caufe this foul, diftin& from. that which we thare with ani- 
mals, compofes our morality, and is neither bound nor 
_ fubjeét to bodily organs: Never did Defcartes in his books 
adore, as Newton’ has done, that great, that firft mover; 
that only intelligence, which had projected for ages known — 
to itfelf alone the initial plan ‘of the univerfe. An initial 
impulfion was wanted to fhake the celeftial fpheres; it 
was uniform, as well as the caufe which ordained it. Un- 
happy he:-who fees nothing but fenfelefs agents, forced 
ageregations, pullies, wheels, cordage, atoms, tourbillons, 
and who does nothing but trace geometrical figures! It is 


:  aftonifh- 
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po pe? : %. eo ot . 
aftonifhing that the final as well as univerfal plan fhould 
efcape him? - 7 ; 
“ Defcartés was half way on the road to the higheft or- 
der of truths, when he religioufly maintained znnate ideas ; 
but it appears that he had‘not the intimate conviftion of 
the deus eff in nobis, when he withdrew himfelf from Plato, 
and loft hirafelf in a fcholaftic logomachy- He made no- 
thing of this luminots principle, and was therefore as if. 
he had advanced nothing, The fentiment of the fair, the — 
juft, and of confcience, does not acknowledge fenfations for 
their fourcé ; cohfcience is not an accident; this is what 
he ought formerly to have faid, and what he did not fay; 
he has not thereforé been ablé to raife himfelf to the 
height of the queftion. Locke and Condillac afterwards 
camé to poifon us with their grofs réaforiings on the human 
underftanding. Blind mortals !. they had. the catata&, the 
gutta ferena of the foul; they were unenlightened by the 
torch which they held in their hands*; they have never 
felt the intimate, connection of man with univerfal har- 
mony, cohneétion fo independant of thé fenfes: _ What 
droll metaphyficians aré metaphyficians who are hot fpiri- 
tualifts ! Senfations never make mora] ideas any more than 
printitig types form the iad. Morality and the will ate 
every thing, order every thing, and moral inftin@ is un- 


_ceafingly freed’ from material organization. 


_ “Ts it not aftonifhing that this do&rine of Soctratés; 
Plato, and Marcus Aurélius, fhould have been téodden 
under foot in our days, and that we fhould have forgotten 
the Savoyard curate’s profeffion of faith, which embraces 
the wifdom of the higheit antiquity? Ye, who have been. 
anxious to govern men and make laws by throwing- afide 
thefe fimple and religious ideas, all your fteps have. been 
crimes. 3 

** Struck with the profane immortality of a generation 
in which we have feen for the firft time, perhaps, the alli- 
ance of the impetuous paffions of the favage and*of the 


* Man is a ternary beitig.—Let a fervile difciple of Locke tell me 
on what fibre plays remorfe, which at the end of thirty years over- 
whelms the foul of an affaffin, appointed the judge of an innocent man 
accufed of his crime, and which makes him ety out, Itis Tl avhko am the 
guilty man, and not he; I infift on finding relief in the punifo>ment which 
was prepared for him. © moral inftin@, divine ray, thou holdeft to 
the fpirituality of our foul pure emanation of a good and intelligent 
caufe; it is thou who exifteft, and what is not thee (taken ina philofo- 
phic fenfe) does not exift at all. 


. - depravity 
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depravity of civilized life, I have often thought. with ttiy-. 
felf, what then are the principles, which from being either 
‘badly felt or comprehended, have vitiated fo many heads? 
and J have thought that I had difcovered, in the attempts 
made again{ft ‘the fpirituality of man,. the truth of that in- 
fernal fpirit which has provoked .fo many {cenes of miourn-. 
ing and carnage. Man has ceafed to be the mirtor of the 
divinity *; this mirror has been broken without pity or 
remorfe; daring naturalifts have miade the way for the 
reign of thofe guilty- philofophers who aré anxious to ex- 
-plain every thing by the bodily fenfes, and who would 
reduce every thing to cbjeéts purely phyfical. Fatal phi- 
lofophy, which haft only fought to animalife man! it is 
thou who haft formed a callous in the fouls of all our mur- 
derers, who have ceafed being men, for I have not yet 
heard them exclaim with the voice of tepentance, We have 
been. monfiers | ee oe en 
“ It is fince the tinie of this fabricator of ari ideal world, 
and in-imitation of him, that proud geometry, ftepping out , 
from its domains, has come with the frigidity of its me- 
thod, the rudenefs of its barbarous termis, and the nothing= 
nefs-of its abftraétions, to exercife an air of felf-fufficiency 
on every kind of fubjeé&t. . Almoft all the fciences have been 
infected with it; every thing is embroiled in an immienfe 
chaos of calculations; the moft filly hypothefes, the moft. 
abfurd fyftems, have been accredited by means of this kind 
of charlatanifm ; reafon has often been compelled to hold 
_ her peace before the oftentatious. exhibition of algebraical 
calculations; a certain reputation, an affirmative tone, and 


* Jacob Dupont declares at the tribuwte that he is an atheift, a fan- 
faronnade which lent armis to.calumny againft the national convention, 
and which loft its confidence through the whole of Europe; .fo danger- 
ous is a fingle madman! Danton, ftealing a°phrafe from Buffon, ex- 
claims, Nature embarraffes erfeif but little with individuals, fhe is in- 
terefted only for the fpecies, and applies inhumanely to politics the 
thought of the naturalift. Thefe plagiarifts never comprehended the 
evil which words might do when they were unnaturalized. It is by 
ftealing philofophical ideas, and tranflating them into the idiom of folly. 
that we have witneiled thofe times of extravagance and delirium in 
which, at the voice of a tribune, the hideous image of atheifm prefent-_- 
ed itfelf to ovr looks in every direétion in thofe defolating words; 
Death is an.cternal fleep. And can we, without having the laugh of 
the world raifed anew. againft us, recal to its remembrance that decree 
which gave back its creator to the univerfe ? Take care to obferve that 
it was during the total abfence of religious ideds that the greateft cruel- 
ties met, independently of the executors and accomplices, with the 
greateft number of cold and impaffable witnefles: they faid, The guil- 
 [otine is a very mild punifoment ; befides, death is an eternal flecp. 


_ figures 
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figures of grimace, have made the moft conttadi&tory pro- 
pofitions be received as truths *. =. > a 

“ The abufe of this language dates from Deftartes, who 
gave the dangerous example even in his private letters ; 
but at leaft he did not éxercife it on politics, for he wrote 
nothing on this fubjé&. Social mechanifm, which is fill 
(or neatly fo) a fecret for the eighteenth century, was then - 
fubjefed to a fort of filent admiration. The court of 
Chriftiana, her travels in Holland, in Germany, in Italy, 
in England, infpired him with nothing, not a phrafé that 
we can quote on this head; he was born for ani imaginary 
world. During the holding of the ftates of the kingdom, 
affembled at Paris in 1614, Defcartes did not fay a word. 
© He wrote on morality, on which it i8 almoft impoffi- 
ble to {peak ill; and he had for his difciple that fantaftic 
queen of Sweden, who was a vagrant throughout Europe, 
and affordéd France the-fight of an affaffination, before 
which all the philofophers of the time kept a_profound 
filence. It would not appear that the morality of Defcartes 
had greatly influenced the heart of Chriftiana; who thought. 
herfelf a philofopher beforé the laughed at the’ pope, and 
had added the reveries of her mafter to the vain reveries 
‘of a woman and of acfowned head. sts 
- But although Defeartes fhould have been 4 wife philo- 
fopher, a patient and attentivé obferver of nature,.a Spal- 
lanxani, are we here to build the palace of fame, to diftri- 
bute degrees among philofophers and naturalifts’ We muft 
have the tribunal, or the evidence of many agés, to form 
atrue Judgment of the man of genius. Nature {miles at 
our vain fyftems, which, fcarcely adopted, crumble away. 
Reputations alternately fall and vanifh, becaufe univerial 
Jaws go on invariably and. without ceafing, whilft our opi- 
hions are moveable and changing; it is ignorance, always. 
which has deified error, an admiration in truit is what def- 
potizes over our credulous underftandings.- If the author 
of Genefis be not in gréat repute as a naturalift; for fome- 
times his fyftem gains, at other times, at Jeaft; fome part 
of his ancient narrative feems better confirmed by faéts 


“® We do not here fpéak again geometry, but againft the invéterate 
abufe of its language, which has been tranfported into politiés; it has 
neverthelefs its dangerous fide. Let him, for inftance, who likes it; 
love the produ@ions of that fad and cold georietry which calculates 
the means of deftroying the ramparts which it has raifed for the defence 
of-man, and which perhaps does not look on itfelf as having réached 
the fummit of its art, until it has triumphed. over itfelf, and caufed 
what has coft whole:years to raife to be deftroyed in an inftant. 
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than other fyftems cf natural philofophy, let us modeftly _ 
own that we are fomewhat iticapableé of claffing thefe great 
reputations, and let us refle& that a new experiment only 
may be wanting to diffipate in a moment all our pompous 
reafonings, and cover them with the fame ridicule as we 
have covered thofe of the ancients. Chymiitry will per- 
haps prové to us to-morrow, that there are but two elemepts 


_inftead of four. We are on the brink of a world altogether 
- néw; let us not hurry our apotheofes ; I have witneffed the 
birth and death of many reputations who had alfo made 


‘Taide and Guefclin: 


their romance of the univerfe. _ 

“ The Pantheon is a republican temple ; let us teferve 
it for the heroes and martyrs of the revolution. Leavé 
the books of Defcartes, as well as all other books, to the 
endlefs difputes of men; let us not decree a privileged 
crown ; this would be offering infults to ourfelves, and 
opening too wide a field to fubtle and idle difcuffions. 
Let us leave the land of chimeras, and march on folid 
ground; let us attach ourfelves to republican virtues, 
which wear an inconteftible phyfiogniomy, and of which, 
we are the firffand the real judges. May he who fhall 
have théd his blood for his country’ receive the homage of 
that country. May the pen of the legiflator place itfelf 
by the fide of the fword of the warrior; but may other 
pens, when the fanétion of ages is neceflary either to. 
decide on their tranfcendency, or mature their ufefulneds, 
go and feek for honsurs in another fanctuary. 

_ * The republic of letters has its laurels as well as its - 
debates ; let us not enter into its difcuffions, nor diftribute 
its paltns ; let us ftore up our great mien, that is to fay, 
thofe who in the moft terrible of political commotions, 
fhall have preferved an equal mind, afirm republican cha- 
rater ;. fuch men we may appreciate and honour. | 

Our predeceflors, more fixed and folid in their ideas 
of tegeneration, would not have embatraffed them- 
felves with hewing out literary ftatues, for thefe are 
raifed and .thrown down at thefport of men’s fancies ; 
they would not have opened the doors of the Pantheon 
to that great poet, that great corrupter, who flattered eve- 
ry king, all the great; and all the vices of his age; who 
carefled every licentious error accredited ‘in courts; who 
was undeceived even in his Brutus, through which his 
monarchical genius pierces in fpite of all the flrength of 
his fubje&t*. He did not know how to ftrike at fuperfti- | 

\ , ss i . ~ tion 

* If you with to feehim quite athis eafe, read thefe verfes of Ade- 

s ee 5 
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tion without giving a mortal wound to morality; unlike’ 
Hercules, who transfixed the Centaur without killing the- 
beautiful Dejaniran, ane 2h at, 
_ * He faw nothing in the Théodice of Leibnitz, the. 
fineft of books, but the fubjeét of the. romancé of Can- 
dide, that wretched production, ‘which attacks the confo- 
latory do€trine of providence: Together with this. eter- 
nal fardonie {mile, hé has bequeathed us a fhameful Pyr- 
rhonifm; and with it pérhaps that cruel levity which makes 
us glide over. virtues as well as crimes.. The writings of 
the author of the Pucelle* and republican manners will 
never affociate.. The phyfiognomy of Voltaire (I fwear in 
the name of public decency) will neévér be an antique, phy- 
flognomiy: es _ 
“ Let tis také care then henceforth not to pantheonize 
fo lightly, for we ought to be idolaters no longer. The 
Pantheon’ has alréady been. twice. fullied +. Let us duly 
penetrate ourfelves with this but little. acknowledged. and. 
ill felt truth, that we have not the true and fure fcales. 
“fit to weigh thinking. heads with exactnefs. Our learned 


Le pur fatig de Clovis eft toujours adoré: 

Tot ou tard il faudra que dece tronc fatré ~ 

Les rameaux divifés et courbés parlorage; 
_ Plus unis et plus beaux foient notre uniqueombrage, 
The. death of Czfar has been talked of, but: in this piece little is 
wanting that Czfar does not become an object of regret. This bad 
and faithlefs imitation of Shakefpéare proves that Voltaire did not feel 
in the-Englifh poet the concentrated part of Brutus, and that he did 
not underftand this hiftorical and dramatic mafter-piece. ; 


_ Voltaite praifed for fifty years the meft immioral man of the-age, the 
' Duke of Richelieu: he tiade verfes for Pompddour, for Dabarry, for ali 
the princefles and their chamibermaids, and for every mimifter ih place. 
Exercifing a literary defpotifm ‘analogous to his ardent jealoufy againft 
every kind of fuécefs; he flattered every thing that was fervile and 
fawning, in order to fnuf up the fiiodk of their incenfe. He cajoled 
Frederick ; and when he died, he placed on his tomb the moft virulent . 
of fatires againft his hero. The Age of Lewis the XIVth, the Age 
‘of Lewis the XVth, axid the panegyric of this laft, are preofs that he 
was aconftant flatterer, riot of royalty, but what is very different from 
it, ef kings. ma : eee ' 
| “What an iviroad into our moralshas this Writing miade! I appeal 
to experience, it is the code of otir youth, who know it by heart. 
Talk then, after that, of Socrates, Plato, Epictetus, Marcus Auré- 
litis, and Seneca: How the ftatue of J. J. Roufleau repulfes that of 
its neighbour! 
> Even if Mirabeau had faid as the ancient captain Epaminendas; 
«© We believe that it is with money, as with every other thing, that 
there are honeft means of giving and receiving, andthat there are alfo 


difhoneft.’ 
Qs men, 
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-men, orthofe who call themfelves fo; who thought they 
had furmounted a hoft of préjudices, are in fact the men 
moft under fubjeétion to them; none among them know 
which of our opinions will be uppermoft in fifty years, 
or which of our books will aftonifh, ‘inftri@t, or charm. 
pofterity. Prepoffeffion is the lot of the French*, and 
this is the fatal work of academies f ; from their prefump- 
tion in judging of every thing, they have unlearnt us to 
_ read what is under. our eyés. |The real glory of writers 
does not depend on us, it is confirmed or deftroyed by 
time alone; their apotheofis is in their books, -and no 
where elfe. Let us leave them to die or live in their works. 
_As for the true glory of republicans, it is and ought only 
to be in a greater fum of [liberty and happinefs. Let us 
not be offended at the faperiority of an Englifhman ; 
Newton belongs to the world. Let usbe no more jeal- 
ous of him than of Taffo or Virgil. Let us not be cre- 
ating particular rivalries, nor place in oppofition to each 
other thofe men who belong to every age and every coun- 
try’; let us above all take care net to renew, and after ano+ 
‘ther fafhion, the ridicule of canonizations, left the modern 
be laughed at as well as the ancient. ' 

, =< . * When 


* If each of us after his tafte, his affections; his prejudices, or 
even his conviction, fhould place his favourite author as zdo/ in the 
' Pantheon, this. temple would in a fhort time be nothing but a 
_ pagoda, ; cae 

+ How much nearer is he who in filent adoration at the magnificence 
of a ftarry heaven, feels a fecret and deep charm in the coritemplation 
of the heavenly bodies+=how much nearer is he téthe great and good au- 
thor.of nature, the father of all men; than all thefe fyftem-mongers 
whos buried in geometrical problems, are fo {queamifh in pronouncing 
the name of God, asif it was a name fit only for the vulgar! Mofes, 
Mahomet; Zoroafter, Confiicius, Marcus Aurelius, Newton, and 
Euler, never pronounced this name but with reverential awe ; this is 
becaufe the foul (the foul which we hold from him) féels and perceives 
him.” Some of our aftronomers lave been looking at. the, heavens 
all their lives; but, alas! they have never feen that great heaven. O 
pectora czca! thin Po , 

Profound fpeculatifts, tell me then awvhy I move my arm. 1 adores 
and this is the beginning of {ciénce as well as wifdoms I adore and 
proftrate myfelf, and never feclmyfelf more ftrong, more happy, more 
enlightened, than in this fympathetic ecnneétion with heaven... How 
faperior to Defcartes, Pafcal, (who. was alfoa geometrician) appears 
te me, when he faid, All our reafoning reduces itfelf to fentiment ; let man 
feel his value, it is great; and. what reveals bis grandeur to himis, 
that he knows himfélf to be wretched. I do not know a finer 
thought. a A. ee of 


Voltaire 
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4 When: a perfect equality reigns among the dead,. and 
after we have fcattered the proud duft of tombs crowned — 
with trophies or lying marbles, let us not revive a worn- 
out idolatry, and carry about in proceflion worm-eaten 
bones; let us open a book of life, and let the names of men 
of genius be written therein*. - This will be fufficient, 
and will {pare the people thofe coftly fétes, thofe fuper- 
fluous eXpences, that wafte of time incurred by thefe ce- 
remonies, which have dbmetines alfo a fingular and un- 
couth afped. 

“ What fignifies it to the people that the author, of 
tourbillons and of fubtle matter, Defcartes, be the the wri- 
ter of a romance, or a fcientific geuius? When they fee 
his ftatue pafs, they will look at it with the fame eyes.as 
that of the Grand Lama; they will find: out neither the 
end nor the neceflity | of fach an apotheofis +. How many 
men in this great’ city are abfolutely ftrangers to Defcar- 
tes and his do&trine. There’ are not thirty in this. com- 
mune who have read’ the books of Defcartes.. 

« T conclude by demanding that the legiflative- body 
erecting. itfelf into an academic corps, nor lowering ‘it- 
felf to the fentiment of national vanity, leave the me- 
mory of Defeartes to live and die in their works and- -alfo 


Filtaire, who during a very long life has never had more than froma, 
eighteen to twenty-two ears, has criticifed Pafcal without’ comprehend" 
inghim ; he alfotook the liberty of calling Clarke ua moulin' au raifon-: 
nement, twa words abfolutely contradictory ;, but he wanted to make. 
the French laugh; it was his part, like Preqille on.the flage. How 
many profound | duthors are forgotten! Clarke and Cudworth, who 
have written with much force, clearnefs, and’ fentimenit, againg 
miaterialifts, aré {carcely ever cited in France. ~ We have immenfé -li- 
braries, and we. never read 5 writings © have been ‘deftroyed: by: 
books. 

* If Defcartes. is asluniy. to be pantheonized, I fhall make no 
farther oppolition 5 3 but I thall certainly infift that that vile matter which 
is not Delcartes, be not carried to that edifice. I fhall: move, that they: 
carry———his name. 

Of what fervice is this fumptuous edifice? To harbour: rats, 
bats, and the coffin of poor J. J. Rouffeau, who during his lifétime 
wanted wood to warm himfe!f. With what that dome has cof we 
might have built thirty convenient, healthy, and airy houfes of chari- 
ty. Ocruel architects ! and you, painters, ftatuaries, decorators ! dan- 
gerous, ulelets artifts, devoureis of the republic, and ot every ‘private 
fortune, who would exhauft mines of gold with your varying and ru" 
jnous caprices, enemies of the true, moral, confolatory, and nurfing® 
arts——-—You fliall not efcape my book. 


the 
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_ the repeal of the decree of the 2d of O&ober*. 1793 (old 
{tile), which orders the tranflation of his afhes to the Pan- 
theon.? | a 2 


CHAP. CCLUL | 


“BVERY THING I$ OPTICAL, OR THE SPORT OF 
fe al | oPTIcs. oS 
. How different are things when they are near, from 
what we judge them ata diftance. Every thing wears'a 
’ deceiving appearance \ Paris is defcribed as overturned by 
every political commotion, and children. placed on the {pit 
by the cannibals who took the Baftille and the chateau of 
the Tuilleries.. It. is the wind which carries the report of 
the gun to a diftance, we hear lefs of it by its fide. | 
_ The famous fitting which decided the fate of Louis 
the XVith lafted feventy-two, hours, Any one would uu- 
doubtedly fuppofe that the houfe was a fcene of medita- 
tion, filence, and a fort of religious terroy ; not at all, 
the end of the hall was transformed into a box, where 
ladies, in charming negligees, : were eating ices, oranges, 
‘ and drinking liqueurs, and receiving the complments and. 
falutations of comers and goers, The huiffiers on the fide _ 
of the M@ountain: a&ed the parts of the openers of the 
opera boxes; they were employed every inftant in turn- 
ing the key in the doors of the fide galleries, and gallantly 
efcorting the miftrefles of the Duke of Orleans, caparifoned 
with three-coloured ribbands. Poa 

Although every mark of applaufe of difapprobation was, 
forbidden, neverthelefs on the fide of the Mountain the 
dutchefg dowager, the amazon of the, jacobin bands, made 
long ha, ha’s! when fhe heard the word death ftrongly 
twanginherears, | ee 


* What an epochal. It was on the eve of that day when Amar. 
went coolly and tranquilly to move.at the tribune the death of forty-two, 
reprefentatives. of the people, and the arreft of feventy-three. The 
Convention did not breathe then, J think, in an atmofphere-very. phi- 


lofophical | 


ue 


The 
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The lofty galleries deftined for the people during the 
days which precedéd this'famous trial, were never empty 
of ftrangers and people of every clafs, who drank wine and 
brandy as if it had been a tavern. Bets were open at all 
‘the neighbouring coffee-houfes. ie ~ 

Liftleffnefs, impatience, and fatigue, were marked -on- 
almoft every countenance ; each deputy mounted the tri- 
bune in his turn, and every one was afking when his turn 
“came. Some deputy came, I know not who, fick, and in 
his morning gown and night-cap. This phantom caufed'a 
good deal of diverfion in the aflembly. zs 

The countenance of thofe who went to the tribune, 
rendered more funéreal from the pale gleams of the lights, 
and who in a flow and fepulchrak voice pronounced only 
the word .death /. all thefe phyfiognomies which fucceeded. 
one another, their tones, their different keys; D’Orleans 
hiffed and groaned when he voted the death of his rela- 
tion; fome calculating if they fhould have time to dine 
before they gave their vote ; whilft women with pins were. 
pricking cards, in order to count the voices ; deputies. who: 
fell afleep, and whom they were forced to awaken in or- 
der to vote; Manuel, the fecretary, fliding away a few 
votes in ordet to fave the unhappy king, and on the. point 
of being put to death in the. corridors, asa punifhment for 
his infidelity; thefe fcenes can never. be defcribed as they 
patled, itis impoffible to figure what they were, nor will 
hiftory be able to reach them, ee 

Such. has been the cafe with each of the memorable. 
days that have taken place; I was there, and never knew. 
where I was, or comprehended the danger in which I was 
involved, or all the fingular things that furrounded: 
me, a o < | ; . 
I faw the head of Feraud borne.on a pike, and I can 
give no-aecount of his affaffmation; [I faw Henriot give 
the word of command to the cannoneers, and 1 know not 
how I got free and to my own houfe. 1] learnt news of» 
the viGtory of:the 43th Vendemiaire when feated in my 
curule chair,.and I did not yet know if there. had been a 
battie. J ran to the palace.ot the Luxembourg on the 18th 
of Fruétider, without knewing the importance of that 
day; I never believed in, the infolent and fanguinary au- 
dacity of. the Mountaineers, becaufe 1 was near them; 
I faw the inftant when Duperret gave the fgnal for falling 
cn forty wretches, who filed themfelves. exclufively the 
founders of the republic, and of ridding both France and 
. the world of fuch monfters; that held to a thread; the 

coté 
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coté droit fora long while loft the. majority, only bécaufe 
they had too much contempt.for their adverfaries. None 
of us had any. faith in their inconceivable triumph. I fay 
again, every thing is optical; it is impoffible to furnith 
any adequate defcription ; the Mallet du Pans, for want of 
being with us, and:of writing on the fpot, {ketch nothing 
but ‘images of their own fancy ; every thing is falfe, lying, 
exaggerated out of the vifua] line: all their reports are 
like old almanacks, ama nothing they fay is either appli- 
cable to the morning.or the evening. . : 

As évery revolutionary crifis:is compoféd of infinitefi- 
mals, thefe form the effential bafis of every event. In 
general, the obferver has had reafon to be aftonithed, 
becaufe alt thefe events: have not.only been. unforefeen, 
but were: beyond the belief of every man pf fenfe. And 
how could we have formed any idea of fuch an excefs of 
ufelefs cruelty,’of fuch abominable extravagance, without, 
any end; adoétrine like that of Marat’s finding enthufiatts ; 
bacchantes fans-culottifed and admired in proportion as they 
made themfelves hideous ; and Robefpierre, aided by the 
commune, fubje@ing to his arbitrary will thofe men who. 
were as ambitious and as profligate as himfelf. 

T have witnefled the-triumph of loquacious and enfu- 
riated vulgarity, but I never could have believed it the day, 
before, becaufe I never could have admitted the delirium 
or lethargy of a whole nation, nor of power placed in 
the hands of incapacity and folly. Impudent crime, as 
it feemed to me, ought to have concealed itfelf in the 

ades of night ; [have feen it courted and applauded. 

Notwithftanding. which, thofe. who are at a diftance 
from the fcene pretended to explain the caufes of fuch and - 
fach events of the revolution, and they only confound 
time, places, and perfons. _ OO 

How will the hiftorian get-out of this labyrinth? How 
will he avoid the fway of his own opinion, when thofe. 
who. have.the moft penetrating eyes have had fuch diffi- 
culty in feizing the point of view, and of fixing an 
Obie in fuch extreme and continual. change of pofi- 
tion ! | 

‘Tt will be almoft-an impofiible tafk to write, the hiftory 
of the revolution’ till half. a century. has elapfed, becaufe, 
its agents, {till more, variable than’ their paffions, often 
efcape the eye, though it follow them attentively, and the 
principles which direéted the day- were-no longer thofe of 
to-morrow: . How write fuch a hiftory, if you lofe the. 
Hink of each. day? for fome events have taken’ place in a 

; . manner 
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manner fo unexpected, that they feem to have been cre- 
ated, and notbegotten. a : | 

The cannon-bali which eut the chain of the draw-bridge 
of the Raftille, would twelve hours fooner or later have 
remained without any effeét; and if, on the day in which 
Robefpierre reftored the Supreme Being to France, he 
had had the wit to open all the prifons, and proclaim the 
reign of clemency, like the Supreme Being, he would have 
erected for himfelf at the fame time both q throne: and 
an altar. 

How many aétors on this great theatre! Some playing 
the part of Mahomet, others contenting themfelves with 
the fubaltern charafters of the Seid. You might 4s well 
fix the colours of the clouds as attempt to paint their phy- 
fiognomies. If you are aftonifhed that: fo. many crimes 
have been committed, you naturally enquire how fuch 
and fuch men ftopt in their careef, or how they ftrayed 
out of their way? Great images, when near us, are 
not the fame; all thofe injurious epithets given to our 
revolution, to its authors, and its partizans, fall to the 
ground, when we fee it purfuing its march quite alone, 
and at thofe times when it had no fupport. The names of 
republic, of reprefentative government, of hatred to hereditary 
governments, ave operated on every brain. The deftruai-, 
onof privileges, and the neceflity of deftroying them, were 
univerfally felt. , : z se 

War rages in Europe, but its angry waves are fapping 


‘and undermining thrones. The potentates, jealous of re-. 


taining their ftern domination, ‘and coalefcing with each 
other to keep the human race in chains, confpire againgt 


-the nation which has given the rapid fignal of liberty to 


the world. ‘They confpire in vain; thefe kings, aftonith- 
ed to fee the {ceptre with which they opprefled their fub- 
jedts, efcaping at length from their hands ; their confpiracy 
is madnefs! the time of privileges is paft. | 

And it is in order to maintain their privileges, to put 


birth in the place of virtue, titles in the ftead of labour, 


that a few men have feparated themfelves from their equals, 
and are anxious to exercife their vengeance, Yes, it is a 
a war for privileges which has devoured Europe. ‘They 
are in open hoftility with human reafon, and what is the 
force by which its voice can be filenced ? 

Inclofe a fingle barrei of powder in the centre of the 
globe; the. ftronger the preflure; the greater the explofion. 
it is the fame with the rights. of man ; attenipt to annihilate 

/ them, 
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them, and they are inftantly eftablithed ; that is, in other 
terms, their triumph is henceforth fecure in every time and 


place. ~ \ 


CHAP. CCLIV. 
DECREE. 


By a decree of the executive dire€tory of the fexth year, 
every journal or periodical writing in which the old era, 
which exifts no longer for French citizens, fhall be hence- 
forth joined to the new era, even with the addition of the 
words (old ftile) as has been indecently practifed hitherto, 
fhali be prohibited. This article, at firft fight, does not 
appear of ‘very great importance; but in the eyes of 
every reflecting republican itis evident that under the new: 
regime we mufttear up the laft root of the old. ‘ 

Since the 14th of Germinal, fixth year, the directors of 
the theatres are obliged to regulate their reprefentations 
according to the republican calendar, and reprefent’exa@ly: 
every decade, and the days of the national fétes, without. 
attending to Sundays and the f€tes of the old calendar, 
when thofe days do not occur.either with an ordinary day. 
of amufement, or witha day of national fete, or with a 
decade. Every theatre in contravention to this decree of 
the direGtory, was to be fhut up: neverthelefs there wilt 
be always fome theatres open on Sundays. Go on thofe 
days into our churches, and you will fee a crowd fa much 
greater, as they go in gratis. . : 


Perret a | 


Tre prief Margarita, vicar of St. Lawrence, has juft 
retraGted his oath. Eafter was approaching, and the good 
cld devots would no longer conteis themlelves to this great 
fwearer. “Lhe new-born and. the dead would not, it is 
faid, have any thing todo with his baptifm, or his depro- 
_ funais. : 
> In 
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_ In vain had he-turned up his fine fair. locks, and puta. 
fine green 'ribband in his hat.. ‘This toilette did not feduce. 
them. He takes another refolution. He mounts his pul- 


pit, and declares to his dear flock, that the oath which he 
took was only a matter of form, and that he repents and 
retraéts it. He befeeches them afterwards, with the oily 
eloquence of an artful hypocrite, to give him back their 
confidence, which he fhould never have loft but for this 
~ villanous revolution. ‘The whole auditory melted into tears ; 
and what was the refult‘ that he had fourteen voices to be 
¢lefted, and that fifteen only rejected him. - . 


CHAP. CCLVL 


, MONOPOLLZER.. 


- "PuereE are. many kinds of ‘them: fome are induftrious. 
im buying up, cafh in hand, fuch merchandize or wares as 


are at a low price, im order to fell them at an exorbitant 
price when they fhould have become fcarce. They’ have 
for this purpofe a barometer in, their warehoufes, which 
they raife or lower at their pleafure. 

‘Their only end is ta enrich, themfelves without troubling 


N 


their heads whether the patriot or the ariftocrat is in the 


right. The white cockade, or the national one, are per- 
fetly indifferent to them, provided they gam /o much. 
This is the word with which they are bett acquainted in 
the. language, and which appears to them to haye mot 
energy. . 

‘Fhere are. other. monopolizers much more. guilty. It is 
not their own, private goad which they feek, in monopo- 
lizing obje@s of the. firft neceffity; they fet fire to every 
harveft; they bury their gold twenty feet under ground, 
without the leaft vegret. It is. the general evil which they 
are anxious for. ‘Fhey are in hopes. that the.abfolute want 


ef things of indifpenfable neceffity will begin by difeon- 


tenting the. people, that the-people difcontented will Anith 
by revolting, and.then, (the moniters!) comes the happy 
‘moment which they have languifhed for, in order to make 
common canfe.with them, in having the air of cunpaiiion- 
ating them, and of kindling the torch of civil war, with 

whieh 
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which they flatter ‘themfelves that they fhall deftroy the 
republic which they deteft, becaufe it forces their pride to 
bend to the level of equality. © 3 


: Tents 3 
: Sot Sait Ee a es 
a an a 


CHAP. CCLVIL. 
EIGHTH OF SEPTEMBER, 


Tue Parifians, under the old regime, went on the 8th 
of September in pilgrimage to’ Calvary, to addrefs their 
prayers to the good fefus on the crofs. “They have difcon- 
tinued this holy exercife, fince Jefus is no longer at Cal- 
vary, and that it is in pofleffion only of the bad thief.—_ 
- What do you call him?—Oh! It is not I who will tell 
you his name. I had much rather tell you fomething 
quite new, which is, that the reprefentative Tallien is dii- 
pofed according to Poultier, to accompany General Buona- 
parte in the great expedition which is preparing. Such are: 
the pleafantries which. the Parthans allow themfelves, and 
thofe who are the objects of them laugh always the firit. 


~ 


CHAP. CCLVIIL. 
MEN OF LETTERS. | 


Ir is who fhall-ufurp the title of man of letters; you 
know not how to give or how to conteft it; and it is at 
Paris particularly that we fee many writers {fcarcely known, 
and whofe patriotifm is: more than ‘doubtful, in hatte to 
get up.a little piece, truly republican. Ha, ha! fay. they, 

ou reproach men of letters for not fhowing themfelves. 
Well! heré lam with my civic drama. 

A very painful reflection, which muft flyike every per- 
fon, is, that thefe men of letters, who have contributed 
_moft by their writings to make our glorious revolution, © 
have all died before its immortal explofion. Here, fince 
liberty is eftablithed, what writings would not the Monte{- 

" ; quieus, 
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quicus, the Voltaires, the Rouffeaus, the Mableys, the 
Helvetius, the Diderots, have publifhed! thofe who, un- 
der defpotifm, holding the torch of truth in their hands, _ 
dared to {hake off from it but a few fparks! I with a phi- 
lofophical writer would undertake a work in the form of a 
dialogue, in which thefe great men, meeting in the Elyfian 
fields, and confequently divefted of paffions, fhould fhow 
each other to what degree each of them Im particular co- 
operated by his genitis to the regeneration of France. I 
fhould think I had deferved well of my country, if when I 
died I left this work on my tomb! ‘Alas! I am. looking 
particularly-at Paris, for the fuccefles of the illuftrious wri- 
ters whom I have named; but vow clamantis in deferto. 

_.I do not reckon among men of letters thofe who with 
ju contempt ate called journeynien, and of. whom the: 
public fometimes avenge themfelves in a ludicrous manner. 
A piece lately met with thé greateft ‘fuccefs at: the theatre ; 
‘a journeyman writer of the Petites dfiches took it into his 
head to abufe in his newfpaper the work which had been 
received with approbation by, the public; the public, feat- 
ed on their tribunal, ordered the newfpaper to be brought 
before them, and condemned it to be torn in pieces on the 

ftage, which fentence was duly executed. 


CHAP. CCLIX. 


THE NEW WALLS.- 

We are indebted to Lavoifier, of the academiy of fcien- 
ces, for thefe heavy and ufelefs barriers, a new fpecies of 
oppreffion exercifed by.the raifing of taxes on their fellow- 
citizens. But, alas! this great philofopher, Laveifier, was 
a farmer-general ! 4 ee : 3 


. Pour augmenter fon numeraires 
Et raccourcir notre horifon, 
Le ferme a jugé neceffaire 
De nous mettre tous en prifonz 


We remember the complaints.which the Parifians made 
againit this infulting enclofure. The fecret end in view 
oo od ee a ee ’ Was 
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was to mafter and reftrain the city, many of the édifices at” 
its entrances. béing real fortrefles. 

When the Duke of Nivernois’ advice was afked on this 
new enclofuie, he anfweted angrily, am of opinion that the 
author of this project fhould: be hanged. "The unfortunate La- 
voifier was not hanged, but guillotined by the decemviral 
tyranny; which in its profound ighorance confounded a 
chymift of the firft rank with an apothecary. ‘The walls 
are {till ftanding; the deteftable inclofure aids the ‘collec’ 
tion of the road-toll, which is levied notwithftanding the 
rémonitraiices againft it; but as it is the carriages which 
pay, and whoever keeps a carriage Can vefy well pay the | 
toll, which is applied to the repair of the roads, thefe com: 
plaints appear unreafonable to every man of fenfe. 

_ Thefe barriers differ from each other both in. their 
form, fize, and internal conftruction. Some-refemble ca- 
verns, other tombs, churches; and fome are as magnifi- 
cent’ as palaces. The architect has exhaufted his fantaftic: 
defigns. The farmers-general gave the money, and the 


city confoled itfelf with farcafms. 


CHAP. CCLX. 


LE PRE ST. GERVAIS. 


Ir is the terreftrial paradifé, or, to fpeak moré properly, 
the Parifians’ garden of love. ; 
Scarcely has the, zephyr in the firft fine days of fpring 


fanned the lilach with its odorous breath, than a thoufand 


fwarms of airy nymphs affemble in this enchanting fpot. 
You fee them tripping along the narrow pathways edged 
with flowery fhrubs, warbling their notes, “and quicker- 
eyed than the Argufes who are fet to watch them, they 
pluck with their little nimble fingers the fragrant branches. 
Kt is an habitual fort of theft, which evéry year before the 
ruftic municipal officer love juftifies by the intention. _ 
But it is in the middle of June, the time when the 
cherries redden like rubies on the trées, when the young 
peafant-girls gather the cooling currants, and carry off the » 
bafkets of ftrawberries on their heads, that you fee the 
muititide winding along the paths, and climbing to the © 
we a : = top: 
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top of Belleville, to regale themfelves with thefe réfrefhing 
fruits. The children trip along before their parents, carry- 
ing their provifions for dinner, a walk which had been a 
long time.promifed them as.the teward for their good beha- 
viour. Tranfported with joy, they are anxious to reacli 
the top. The younger filter fits down by the fide of her 
brother at the foot of the windmill, from which the eye 
plunges down on Paris and its antique towers. On that 
{pot all the girls are pretty; the gentle exercife has covered 
their cheeks with rofes. - a ee 
What pencil fhall exprefs the aftonifhment of the fad 
inhabitant of Rat-ftreet, or Rag-lane, who fees no other 
garden than the pot of mint at’ his window, when he be- 
holds the imrmenfe profpe& which from the heights of Ro- 
raainyille, where hé arrives covered with fweat, difplays 
itfelf at oncé to his view, particularly in one of thofe fine 
days when the azure of the heaven éxtends its miajeitic 
canopy above this magnificent picture f ~ 8 
With what délight does his eyé wander over the foft un- 
dulations of the diftant hills and the yellowing harvefts! 
How he admires thofe fertile plains, which are cut at in- 
tervals by long avenues, clumps of trees, woods, arid pic- 
tufefque hamlets! a - 
_ Proud of the country which he is exploring, the young 
hufband is anxious. to make his young companion, who 
leans Janguifhingly on his fhoulders, perceive all its beau- 
ties. You might fuppofe them two lovely children, look- 
ing with tranquil pleafure at the picture of the promifed 
land in the Bible. os 
While the higher claffes of citizens, who have fucceeded 
_ the high nobility, fly in cabriolets with two courfers towards 
the new gardens of Armida, to yawn under weeping wil- 
lows loaded with feven-coloured lamps, or contemplate, 
fpy-glafs in hand, a few fheep wandering cver mountains 
fix feet high, the labouring clafles, difdaining thofe fafhion- 
able puerilities, continue to go and admite at liberty nature 
in the fields of St. Gervais. . os 
Thefe fmiling orchards are not haunted: by reftaurateurs, 
who ferve up foups 4 /a Condé; but here you meet with the 
refréfthments of dairies, or guinguettes, wheré the violin 
animates the forig of the birds on the furrounding branches; 
theré you meet with none but joyous guefts, who, fittirig 
under the fhade of apple-trees, make a rural repaft among 
butterflies and flowers. é 
On this delightful {pot every thing is natural, every thing 
dig frefhnefs, hfe, and. animating beauty: You have the 
| warbling 
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warbling of birds, and the voices of.a thoufand lovers, for 

“a concert; for a fhade, alleys of chériy-trees; for parterres, 
beds of perfuming ftrawberries; fot cafcadés, rivulets whicli 
‘fport with murmuring noife over a béd of pebbles theit 
limpid ftreams. - — . oa 

And when autumn ptotrudes its head, loaded with fruits ; 
when the vine lets its purple grapes hang from the tops of 
-élms, which it embraces with its. branches, thither they re- 
turn to enjoy thofe gifts; fome to tafte the forbidden apple, 
others to fteal more gentle favonfs. | 2 

Ah, how many. charms at the erid of a fine day have 
thefe enchanted places; and how many tender defites aré 
in{pired~ by the beginning of twilight | | . 

Often at this happy moment a new Daphne, efcaping | 
from ah arbour, flies another Apollo. The lover, with 
eye infftamed, purfues on the al of défire the objeé& of 
his love. How fortunate he is! he réaches hér, and fhe 
does not change into laurels in his arms. : 

It is in thefe labyrinths of rural pleafure that the citi- 
zehs of Paris, waiting for the. glorious peace which fhall 
fecure to the world the liberty of the feas, go and -repofe 
from their labours. What philofopher can behold them, 
without a fentiment of pleafure, defcending in long ftreams 
on the evening of a fine day the mountain of Belleville, 
athwart the illuminations of the guinguettes, and the joy- 
ful 'exclamations of the dancers, who dance the pas de 
charge? — ; 


CHAP. CCLXI. 
ITALIAN PICTURES, 


Since there are no longer any frocked, furpliced, of 
caffocked folks, and that we may laugh at the drefs of a 
a bifhop or a cardinal, we fee nothing in the gallery of 
paintings but monks of all colours, deacons, priefts in 
function; and alongfide, as is natural, executioners and 
punifhments. There was a regime of terror of old, and 
thefe facerdotal furies have been immortalized by the pen- 
cil of great mafters. On whatever fide I turn my eyes, I 
fee. blood in thefe celebrated paintings. Have they brought 
: , ; them 


\ 


o 


‘fhould fay, martyr 


NEW PIGTURE OF PARIS. ery 


thém trom fo great a diftance, and expofed them with fo 
much affe&tation, in order to juftify our own excefles? By. 
the fide of fo many bloody images, how many impertinent 
idéas! what a worn-out fyftem! what 4 ridiculous felec~ 
tion! what poverty in all thefe coriceptioris called. religi- 
ous! The St: Cecilia of Raphael, with all her violins’ at 
her feet, and her book of mufic open; will. never fing ; 
the lion of St: Jerom will never let us hear any of his roar- 
ings; the executioriér’s arm, for ever. fufpended, will,.hap- 
pily never defcend on the neck of that poor Girondin, I 
Piles, cords, croffes, heads cut off and ftuck on pikes,. 
or laid in difhes; thefe frightful images recall the. frightful 
days of Robefpiérre, that new Domitian. Is it to accuftom 
our eyes and our Hearts to fcaffolds and tyrants, that all. 
thofe paintings have been accumulated? How hideous and 
difgufting they are! Put them out of the way; unlefs you 
offer them as an inftancé of the exceffes of the human 
taind: but at leaft do not baptife with the namie’of mafter- 
pieces works which cannot explain themfelves, nor thew: 
with what intentions they have been compofed: -. _ - 
The fineft'and moft energetic heads are always thofe of 
the executioiiers.. Poor young man; who have juft been 
copying thefe hideous features, you -will perhaps admire 
them, and call them energetic; you will foon take murder 
for greatnefs, and become as ferocious aS’ your matter’ 
David, the admirer and painter of Marat and his peers. 
We furvey with ecftafy all thefe dangerous paintings, 


which propagate fuperttitious ideas; we dwell upon them; 


we follow the animated geftures of thofe.lifelefs figures ; 
we fitid motion in motionlefs images; we are waiting for 
the words that are comirig out of their half-opened mouths; 


' their heads feem alive, and yet are always fixed in the fame 


pofition; wé remain, in fhort, in awful aftoni{hment: be- 
fore each of thofe defigns whieh never vary; and neverthe= 
lefs, a fimple villager who pafles near :thofe pictures, juft 
givts thern a glance. I gueffed at his good fenfe, I accoft. 
him, I fpeak to him; thé whole of this is nothing to him 
but lying images. . a 
_ He ftops a longer timé before the fpeCtaclé of nature: 
‘he has not forgotten, that above his head the fun, eternal 
lamp ef the world, {hines with incomparable fplendor, en- 
lightens the works of Ged, who hath fufpended.it in. the 
immenfe vault of the heavens; hé hears with delight the 
murmur of a rivulet, which; burfting out from -its fource, 
flows in limpid ftreams acrofs a meadow; he breathes with 
: You. Ike OA joy. 
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- joy the balm of the flowers which the zephyr wafts on its 
Wings; a field-rofe' on a thorny buth is not for him a piece 
of canvas; he picks it, and runs to put it in the bofom of 
his miftrefs; he is alive to objeéts of feeling alone; if he 
fees a dance: of fhepherds ‘under the elm, “he flies there, 
and chufes the beauty which pleates him; he joins her 
hand to his;. he has no need, in order to know the plea- 
_fure of the dance, to confult Watteau or Feniers. He 
files with pity when’ hé hears.that a rich man has paid 
> four thoufand livres for a piece of painted cloth of four feet 
in length.» “ I fhould- much rather,” anfwers he, “ have 
“ a farm iri bearing, ahd trees that produce fruit, than a 
** landfcape in painting.” ta 

The longer you look over a vaft extent of country, ‘the 
more you are pérfuaded that it is not with terreftrial ob- 
jeats that we ought to reprefent terreftrial things. What 
Yeprefents nature is an animatéd ftyle, a defcription ; all 
other means are weak, powerlefs, botinded, and place the 
admirer at the feet of ‘the painter, and the painter with his 
frame murders nature. It is only in defctiption that confifts 
_ the imitation of things to a high degree. 

~Far from me, material images to “exprefs thaterial things! 
Intelle&ttal idéas only can repreferit them, for the repro> 
duction of objects, and perfect imitation, are in ‘us, and- 
“hot out of us: do not go élfewhere to find them. Shut 
your eyes; it is then that you inhabit an intelleGtual edi- - 
fice hung round with magnificent pictures, and fuch. as thé 
miufeum cannot offer. Speech is every thing, and the other 
arts are nothing in comparifon. Speech! hear the harangue 
of thé favage; read the fine pages of Buffon, and frame the 
fables of Fontaine ! 

‘It is worthy of a man of fenfe not to let himfelf, be 
conttouled by a paffion for pictures. Why place the image 
without us, cold; confiried, inanimate, while we can poflefs 
it within us living, arid always in harmony with nature? 

Jt is in the enclofure of cities, of thofe great prifons, 
that began with falfe tafte, which makes us look at a land- 
feape on a-wall, inftead of going to vifit a neighbouring 
foreft. I never met in Switzerland but one amateur of pic- 
tures; he was old and bedridden. In view of the Alps, 
copies of nature would be ‘as mifplaced as the marine 
ae of Vernet in fea-ports. Can the pencil ever. raife 

ne waters like this line of Virgil ? 


Tages ventos, tempeftatefque fonoras ! 


r 


"bhe. 
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The life of thirty Raphaels would ‘not be fufficient to 
tranflate the fecond book of the /Eneid; and what is Al- 
bano, compared -with the ‘tears and fighs of the tender 
“Fibullus ? ane 

When our fight has been familiarifed for any length of 
time with a crowd of moving objects, the frame of which 
is immenfe, that is to fay, when -we have travelled fome 
months, and'efpecially poft, itis impoffible to regard the 
fky of a painter otherwife. than as a grotefque imitation ; 
neverthelefs, thefe frivolous things throw nations and cer 
tain men into incalculable expences. , 


CHAP. CCLXII. 
ADVERTISEMENTS IN 1796. 


We can fearcely take a ftep without meeting with fome 
impudent advertifement, propofing a loan, .on good fecu-. 
rity, at a reafonable intereft; and this reafonable intereft is 
‘fix or eight per cent. per month. — Se eee 

‘How fhall we tame the execrable avarice of ufurers, 
who poft up on the walls the confeffion of their own kna- 
very? What makes the politician and the moralift la- ~ 
ment is, that this ufury ftalks along with head ere&t; and 
if we let it go on much longer, will {wallow up the remain- 
- ing fpoils of rentiers, clerks, and every honeft public func- 
tionary. Paris, neverthelefs, preferves a wonderful air of 
tranquillity. Tae money-jobbers of to-day are no ‘way | 
‘behind-hand the c-devant men of the court, and rather fur- 
pafs them in folly. One might fuppofe that pleafures. and 
riches are created for them alone. a 

Never were there fo many theatres, concerts, dances, 
dinners, traiteurs, limonadiers, public gardens, fireworks, 
lyceums, journals, and wine-merchants. This variety of 
amufement is a phenomenon in the midft of a moft mur-. 
derous war, at the end of a revolution which ought to ex- 
cite only melancholy ‘ideas; this oftentation of. opulence, 
difplayed by fo many individuals, amidft the diftrefs of govern- 
ment; this fpirit of diffipation, and prodigality, which has 
taken pofleffion of every clafs; this thirft.of gain, and 
want of ceconomy; this piratical avidity, whichis put in 

| R 2 . play 
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‘play to obtain riches; and this fort of extravagance with 
which. they are diffipated, ‘are real phenomena. This day 
céréates- fortunes, to-morrow witneffes their deftruétion. 
_ That man, defcending from his garret to inhabit a palace, 
‘is by and bye conftrained to repaii to his former haunt. 
The noife of a difcordant violin invites every evening 
-the mechanic, the foldier, the grifette, the-water-catrier, to 
«the ‘braiidy-fhop, converted into a hall for dancing; while 
:the dtawing-rooms, which you might fuppofe created by 
-the wand of fairiés, now filled with thofe who are grown 
newly rich. Ae ee ee 
In the former of thefe two clafles, the tone, the lan- 
guage, as well as the coftume of the /ans culotterie, is pre- 
ferved in all its purity ; in others, on tlie contrary, what- 
ever recalls the republican form, 1s put carefully out of the 
way; every effort is made to ape the old coutt, and the 
former donne compagnie ; and they imitate them as happily as 
Jodelet and Matcarille imitared their mafters; when they 
‘drefled themfelves in their ftolen coats. 
The theattes have been very much frequented this win- 
ter; but it is not there as at the ball; each clais has not its 
. theatre; all claffes mingle at ‘Nicolet’s and the opera; for 
the people who formerly went only to Nicolet’s, pique 
: themfelves at prefent on going to the latter. Do not how- 
ever imagine, that they have gained any thing in the way 
_ of inftruction, and that the taftes which have an air of 
- greater delicacy are the indication of a chatige of manners. 
he dearnefs of handycraft work, fruit of the revolutionary 
zegime, has {pread over the lower clafles of fociety an eafe 
hitherto unknown, which permits the mechanic to fatisfy 
his old inclinations for intempétance, and indulge that kind 
of inftin& which draws him on towards enjoyment, of 
which formerly he never had an idea. ; 


CHAP. CCLXIIL : 


MEDICINE. | 

| Meépicinet isthe moft interefting. part of phyfic; bat _ 
although the moft cultivated, is the leaft advanced, and 
‘the leaft underftood, It istmow what, at the beginning of 
; . this 
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this: century, were the other. branches of, experimental. phi- ¢ 
lofophy: 7 - 
Catt: your eyes over the moft Sipened treatifes, on medi- 
cine, you will find, inftead of a fimple. and, luminous: the=: 
ory, lying hypothefes ; the. abfurd., ‘fyftems. of. animalifts, - 
vitalifts, pretended chymitts, in the: place. of evident prin-" 
ciples, and.a blind and dangerous routine. inftead of fj imple 
practice, founded on inconteftable principles. - Shall we be 
very wide of tlie truth, if we fay of medicine, of modern. 
medicine efpecially, what Heraclius faid. of. art, Tis name : 
is life, but its work is death 2 - 
Anatomy has made confiderable progrefs, and it is almott- 
the only part of. medicine’ in which. ufeful difcoveries -have 
been made. The moft valuable is that of:the: immortal 
Harvey ; and. yet, what has refulted from it?, the ridiculous. 
fyftem of the fource of all difeafes being in the blood; the: 
_abufe alfo of bleeding, abufe a. thoufand times more ‘fatal. 
to mankind than the ufe of gunpowder. . - 
We fhiould ‘confider true phyfology as: the. principal 
bafis of found practice ; ; but this. important part of the art: 
of curing is not Known amongft us,*fince in the numerous. 
volumes which we. have on this: matter, we fee nu folid’ ex- 
pianation of the animal-fun&tions, of the relation between, 
the folid and fluid part of the human. body, &c. &c. 

Is the moft efteemed nofology any other thing than 
faftidious nomenclature, infinitely more fitted to lead medi- : 
cine aftray than enlighten its practice? ; 

One of the cory phees of medicine has es to eftab- 
_ lith Gixteen hundred kinds of fever. 

All the nofologifts, without an exception, give a great. 
number of fymptoms as diftiné difeafes: This miftake in-. 
evitably. throws the pra€titioner into CLOTS, oftentimes dan- 
gerous, fometimes fatal. : 

Hitherto we have done nothing but chatter about patho. ’ 
logy, which is all error, obfcur:ty, and incertitude. The’ 
materia medica is the - opprobrium of phyficians. . There. 
profs ignorance lays itfelf quite open; no fyitem is fo ex- 
travagant that has not been built on the operation of 
drugs : fome give them the mechanical powers of the 
wedge, of the knife, of a point, &c. &c.; others make 
them aét by a “kind of magic. on the different parts. of - 
the body; hence remedies cephalic, cordial, pectoral, “he- 
fatic, &e. &c. 

Treatifes on pharmacy might furnifh us with a thoufand 
new proofs that the materia medica is ftill in its cradle.. 


Let 
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Let us open one of thefe hieroglyphical repertories ; we 
fhall find that the far-famed therical tinéture is compofed 
of fixty-five drugs, and of thefe three are compounded. 


_ God alone knows the effect which may mos by: 
t 


remedies compoféd of fo great a number of drugs; fo dif- 
ferent from each other, and fo little fitted, at leaft fome of 
them, to enter into the fame compofition. - But the height 
of folly is the advertifing courfes of chymical materia me- 
dita; as if the real materia medica could be treated after 
other principles, and by other proceedings, than’ thofe of 
chemiftry. If you wifh for a more ftriking proof of the 


| profound ignorance of phyficians on this important part 


of the art of curing, we fhall find it in the materia medica 
of one of the moft celebrated phyficians of this age, where 


_we fee in a prefcription, in as many. letters, the falt of 


duobus and vitriolated tartar. ‘There is not an apothecary’s 
apprentice who does know that the falt of duebus and the 
Vitriolated tartar is one and the fame falt. 

_ Préfervative medicine is what has occupied phyficians 
the leaft. It fuppofes a degree of knowledge which is cer~ 
tainly not acquired in fcheols, and which we fhould look 
for in vain in books; befides, in inveftigating this impor- 
tant part of medicine, would not thefe minifters of health 
be afraid of hurting their perfonal intereft ? ss 


. The theopractique feems to have engaged their whole at- 
tention: they hold however very erroneous ideas on that. 
point. But what can we expect froma practice which is 
not enlightened’ by.a.confiftent theory, and which has no 
inconteftable principles for its bafis, ‘They are not’ more 
happy therefore in the cure of acute, than of chronieal 
difeafes. It would be eafy to prove, with refpeét to the 
firft, that the practice of the divine Hippocrates, and of. 
his true followers, was more fuccefsful than that of our mo- 
dern phyficians; probably becaufe thefe old mafters did not, 
believe that the feat of all thefe diforders was in the blood, 
rere a it their duty not to be prodigal of this vital 

uid. tee Ae ee 3 

Chronical difeafes are the flumbling blocks ef our phyfi- 
cians; they fcarcely ever cure’one, and they have fome- 
times alfo the mortification of ‘feeing quacks perform what 
they believed and declared to be impoffible. If they tri- 
umph over any difeafes, it is. by mere chance; and fo it 
ought to be, fince having entertained wrong ideas about 
them, their treatment muft neceflarily be wrong alfo., To 


-be convinced of this, you have only to hear them talk | 


about 
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about inflammation, fever, apoplexy, dropfy, malignant 
fever, on vapours, on all forts of difeafes, and fee how they 
treat them, &c. To forma true judgment of the profound | 
ignorance of phyficians, you fhould obferve them with 
their patients. “They would-have nothing to fay if they 
had not contrived this convenient fubterfuge, that agita- 
tions and pains are nervous movements. When a doctor 
anfwers, it is merveus, he thinks he has given a moft lumi; 
nous folution, ae oe Be 
The misfortune of phyficians is having looked on medi- 
- eime as a particular fcience, and not having confidered it as 
' the moft important part of phyficks—chemitftry; thefe two 
fciences make at prefent but one; but from having been 
too long enchained by the fpirit of fyftem ; from fot ftop- 
ping to examine what falls under obfervation ; from having 
drawn falfe confequences from the difcovery of the circula- 
tion of the blood; from having been the copyifts of each 
other; from having taken a blind routine tmdtead of the 
plain road, ali which unhappily are the exact features of 
‘our mode of praétice, what is 1t but a fyftem of the moft 
dangerous empyricifm, Might we not apply to the phyfici- 
ans what Cicero faid of the Augurs, hat they could not meet 
each other withont laughiag ? “ Bo ees 
Let us not, however, defpair of medicine. It.is likely 
that the moment is near, when we fhali fee #t make the. 
moft rapid progrefs. For fome years paft, the natural {ci- 
ences, chiefly true phyficks—chemiftry, thas made fuch 
confiderable way, that it is become impofhible for medicine 
to wallow in its floth, or for thofe great wigs not to give 
up their old nonfenfical kitchen-preparations. ‘The drop- 
fical are no longer condemned to be devoured by thirit. 
This fuccefs will very probably be followed by a great 


* 


. gumber of others. | ; 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. COEXIV, 


BONAPARTE AT THE PUBLIC ASSEMBLY oF ux 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE, 15TH WIV OSE, 
6TH YEAR, _ ‘ 


Ou! i. how interefting t was that aflemblage of. elo 
diftinguithed, | and fcientific men of every defcription, 
among whom was_ feated Bonaparte! The inftitute hone 
on that day with all the glory of the hero. In vain did hée 
endeavour to hide himfelf from the looks of: the fpeétators 
under the drefs of a common individual ! It was he alone. 
whom they fought; and the pleafure of poffeffing him was 
-difplayed it the eyes of the tmoft illuftrious men who were. 
in his prefence. ~ 
" Whet acaim reigned ov ey the features, of the, conqueror, 
of Italy ! “We were afraid, if I may be allowed the expref- 
fions, to interrupt his meditation and the sepofe, of-his foul. 
It was no ‘longer the fhrill founds of the trumpet which 
gave the fi ignal of the fight; “a mournful mufe, throwing 
flowers over the tomb of the pacifier ofthe Vendee, mow- 
ed down in the {pring time, of life, {poke tothe French 
Achilles of his worthy and valiant friend, ‘Such is the fate, 
of warriors, ‘death and glory; and as they offer-up the. moft 
precious of facrifices to their country, their fame is great 
and tranfcendani! © ae 

Fine verfes, well recited, make nearly the fame. impref- 
fion on the foul as the found of cannon ‘in battle on that of 
_ warriors. Every heart was glowing, and the whole. aflem- 

bly rofe up when this line’ was repeated, " 


- L’Angleterre palit au feul nom. de i; Italiqne ym 
Applaufes were alfo renewed on this other line, where, 
fpeaking of our young heroes grown old in. the’ art of war ; the 
poet exclaimed, in prophetic accents, ” 
«6 Ts franchirent les monts, ils franchirent les mers !°?. 
Among the engraved portraits of Bonaparte: that of 


Henjelin ‘alone has retained the features of the hero, I'am 
“alle 


‘ 
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alfo going to take my graving tool, or rather (for I ought 
to be modeft in fpeaking of Bonaparte) my pencil. 
Bonaparte is of the middle fize, a little ftooping, thin, 
of fomewhat a delicate. frame, and. nervous; his hate is of 
a deep chefnut, falling over a large forehead ; his ey¢s are. 


large, dark, quick, and piercing, aquiline nofe, a raifed 


chin, like that of the Apollo Belvidere, pale complexion, 


‘hollow: cheeks, - a :voice unreftrained and compofed; he 


liftens attentiv vely. ta thofe who fpeak to him, and anfwers 
briefly ; ; his air is folemn, but open; he has not the aufte- 
tity. which. charaéterifes the head of Brutus: you may 
judge from his addrefs that he is a. temperate, meditative 
man, but tenacious in the point which he has in view; 
that his pale complexion redderis in a decifive action; that 
his body is all nerve, like that of the lion; that he ‘fights 
in the. fame way; that he is ‘indefatigable, and flies like 


‘lightning towards the enemy, before w hom he never knew 


fear ; this fire is concentrated ; he referves it for great and 
ftrong explofions, and it does no¢ imprint on. his motions 


. that reftleffnefs natural to men who are only ardent, and 


who have not the faculty of felf-poffeffion. 

Serious as Cato, from him the French will learn to be 
fedate, to refpeét their inagiftrates, their reprefentatives ; 
to. defpife that light airy: behaviour. for which they have 
been charagterifed ; to lay afide their habits of punning 
which are fit only for giddy leaded-men and the mafters of 
puppet-thows. 

~Let republicans then take Bonaparte & for.a 1 model, and 
fince they: refpedct him beth as. a wife man and a warrior, 
let them imitate his referve and demeanour; Jet them af= 
fume his fimple and fober dignity. Fewer words will 
evince more refleCtion, and lefs mobility of features more 
of greatnefs and reafon. The-facrilegious double enten- 
dre, which difgraces many of our focicties and our thea- 
tres, ought no longer to difhonour, the flyle of a great 
nation; let us learn to converfe as we have learnt to con- 


_ quer, without violent exertions, and without exagperax 


-tien; let us be the example of wifdom, after having been 
that of victory; and let not a bon mot, made or repeated 
by a pamphleteer, turn into, ridicule amonegft us the facred 


letter of the laws. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCLXV. 
MY LAST VERSES. _ 


’. My dream of life is about to finifh; it will foon -end, 
What {hall I have to regret? The hatred of the wicked! 
the clamours of envy:! the. potfon ef calumny, of which 
nothing can ftop the courfe.! the vexations which always 
purfue innocence! the capricious tricks of adverfe fortune ! 
the feditious pamphlets of .a hero of the academy !. fuch, in 
two words, is the picture of life. | : 

My days were as a point; but this point, my friends, 
you may readily believe me, prefents to my eyes the. great 
events of hiftory, How many crimes have been commit- 
ted, how many fublime virtues have aftonifhed France! I 
have feen the fword of tyrants fall on peaceful innocence; 
I have feen the people honouring rufhans, and while they 
. fatiated their vengeance in the name. ef that people, deco- 
rate their fury with the founding title ef courage. 

I have feen pretenders to {cience change ‘their mafk, 
their language, and give their fuffrages to thefe montters of 
blood. I have feen the tomb of Marat near that of J. J. 
Rouffeau, What, Frenchmen, dared ye place an abhorred 
montter near a writer honoured by the whole world. What 
rending recolle€tions! Ah, howrible days; the recital of 
which will freeze our pofterity with horror! days for ever: 
-- prefent to my remembrance! I have witnefled their melan- 
choly hiftory. ea 

It is time for me now to lie down in the night of the 
- grave, there, forgetful of the affaflins of my country, f 

thall find repofe..... Ah, poor human race, thou art al- 
ways to drag along thy heavy lengthening chain | 

But you, whofe infulting acclamations were heard on 
every fide; you, who amule yourfelves to-day in fallies 
more foolifh than wicked, when the executioner lifted up 
his fatal arm, and fhook before your eyes the bloody head, 
when terror had erected feaffolds on every fpot, when the 
reprefentatives, whom you now infult were. loaded with 
chains as the reward of their courage, your favage tyrants 
appeared without fpet, and blamelefs. While you fuffered 
Condercet to perifh in a dungeon, and while thefe affaffins 
were glutting themfelves with vengeance, you, like bafe 
and dumb flaves, held your peace! Pillage, murder, con- 

a es {piracy, 
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fpiracy, every thing then was good in your eyes ; and 
when our courage overthrew the execrable work of the 
montters, fhamelefsly confounding perfons, times, and 
places, your abfurd arrogance infuited innocence equaily 
with guilt. If you were unhappy profligate libellifts, did 
we fleep on rofes? 

As when Lifbon, amidft the uproar of thunder, crumbled 
down beneath its overthrown walls; when fubterraneous 
fires rofe up im array againtt it, ‘indifcriminately fwallow- 
ing up men, women, and children, this terrific earthquake 
fpared fome of its vileft inhabitants; a blockhead, whofe 
fhoulder was bit by a flea, exclaims, ee Quick, quick, a 
club; oh! Iam bit, . .... [will proclaim it through 
the world. and what is ftill better, I will write; all Par- 
naffus fhall know it; Pegafus, if it be neceflary, fhall be 
. the newfcarrier; the mufes fhall awaken France by their 
cries: one of the forty .... Ogods, that my old body 
fhould be expofed to faffering ? I feel my indignation rif- 
ing: quick, quick, my pen, as the wind.” . Sudden from 
his brain {tarts forth a new work, “ Oh! how finely is it 
turned, how new, how beautiful ! we fhatl fee in the end 
if in my rhetoric, which I may: pique myfelf on knowing, 
in a difcourfe which can be underftood by me alone, fo 
beautiful is it, gentlemen, that I fhall render ye all, my- 
e delf excepted, as black as Lucifer.” Such were the reflec 
tions of an old rhymefter, who called himfelf. a chriftian, 
- yet knew nothing of the duty of forbearance ; who thinks 
himielf the father or fupport of the tragic {Cene, for hay- 
ing made a few ftitt-born . children. to the fifter of Thalia, 
which are already forgotten, and who, to mafk himfelf 
more completely, calls himfelf an honeft man. But let 
him declaim! let him regret in his vain rage the triple 
dynafty of kings! why trouble ourfelves about this noify 
idiot, this empty rhetorician, whofe folly leads him to join 
the filly j invective; the feditious cry of impudent royalifm, 
to the bite of calumny?’ Truft me, that he who is the 
leaft difpofed to ferve his country, who cries the loudeft, 
and who forgets nothing that can difturb or irritate it, is, 
and ever was, the Academician *. 


* Laharpe. 
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CHAP. CCLXVI, 
BEUES Se. 


THE bells have never: made fo inuch noife as fince we 
have taken out their clappers. But, what a clatter will they. 
make for the dead, the new-born-infant, and, I was going 
to fay, for marriages? but I recolleét, the facrament of mar- 
riage was never accompanied by a peal ; ; it was the moft fad 
of all ceremonies; they did not even. fing. : 

The defenders ‘of the religion of our’ fathers pretended 
that bells were an effential . part of the divine fervice. 
They are miftaken; matins were fung for a long time, 
and bread and wine ‘changed into God, before that conve- 
Mient invention. of calling ‘the faithful to church was 
thought of. Bells have alfo been’ very Often ufed for pro- 
fane purpofes. In fome provincial towns they rang at ten 
o’clock to fummon. the tipplers to leave the taverns—At 
the end of a quarter of an hour, every friend of Bacchus 
who remained in the cabaret was fwept of by the patrole. 

_ The bells have no longer-any tongue, which is very. 
commodious for the fick, the convalefcent, and women in 
childbed; no other bell now is heard, than the little tingle, 
ey fammon the fervant maids to fweep the dirt before their 
oufes. In thofe days of faction, every bell might have 
ie made a tocfin: there is at prefent only one, ‘and, that 
is confided to the guard of the council of the elders. The 
great bells are all ‘melted down, except the drones of No~ 
tre Dame, which hang ftill in air, As to the chimes of 
the Samaritan, they fometimes enliven us with their jingle, 
but only on public fétes; heretofore they played when the 
King, queen, or dauphin pafled: they play now with as 
good a grace for the anniverfary. of the roth of Anguft, and 
in that refemble certain tongues that are not made of metal. 
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‘  CHAB, CCLXVIHL. 
cATHOLIC PRIESTS: 


Tey will bé for ever talking of catholicifm. as of the 
téligion par ekcellence ; they will be for ever inviting. every 
one by printed advertifeménts ftuck on the wall, to come 
and hear an apology fof religion, which they dre to pro- 
-hounce on a fixed day againft thé innovators. Thefe inno- 
vators are the Proteltants, who profefs the religion of Enoch, 
Elias, Abraham, dnd Chrift. ae 
~ Pure and fimplé homage tendeted to the Suprerne Being, 
the rewaider of virtue ard the avenger of crimés; fongs 
of gratitude, in which they celebrate an ative Providence 
which watches over the happinefs of mankind; 4 courfe of 
practical morality, flript of the dryriefs of precépts; mari 
‘continually ‘placed in the prefence of a heavenly..judge, 
‘his own confciencé ;. the duties of the citizen, and the pub- 
lic man; explained with concifenéfs; inftruction mingled 
‘with hatitionious taufic, elevating the heart of the worthip- 
‘pers towards heaven, and relieving thé mind from the atten- 
tion which it has given to the teaching of the minifter ; this 
is what the catholic prieft calls an impious innovation. 

-To the ptobability of the rapid. propagation of the wor- 
thip of the Proteftants, is joined the neceffity of recurring 
to religious ideas, of putting afidé whatever there is myfte- 
rious or unintelligible in dogmas, in order to préferve in 
‘all their purity thofe principles, thofe moral inftitutions 
‘which have no limit, inafmuch as they embrace every thing 
‘which can extirpate vice, prevent crimes, and encourage 
“virtue.- 


— 


CHAP. CCLXVIII: 
RIBIE,; MANAGER, 


SuccEssoR fo Nicolet, and who exhibits all thofe pani- 
tomimes in which figure monks, whom we fee no longer 
in Franeé, bloedy nuns, black penitents, all the frocks; 

a ; cordons, 
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cordons, and fandals of the ancient monkery; he is the 
man to aét all forts of religious farces on his theatre; and 
J have heard fay, that he is going foon to reprefent the 
mafs. Opinions are already divided on this point, and bets 
opened. It is even faid, that a certain fat vicar, who is ~ 
now afking alms, will a@ as heretofore the part to perfec- 
tion, that he will fuck the chalice with a delicioufnels fo as © 
to enchant thé audierice, and which he will perform with - 
greater glee, as it was a long time finee that he tafted wine. 
The ,part.of the grand officiator will be contefted, on ac- 
cdunt of the fize of the {acted hat, which is very large, 
and the, wafer, which isto bea thick cake. The refem- : 
blance, it is faid, will be terrible, and fo great, that the 
devotees will think they fee Satan rather than the identical 
prieft. By the fide of the little mafs will be celebrated the 
great; ‘this laft is to have a chalice, which holds two quarts ; 
the other is to be only an egg cup. © ar ee ee 

The expences of this pantomime will not be very coftly, 
facerdotal drefles of every defcription are to be purchafed | 
on every ftall; people make them into morning-gowns, as . 
well to. keep them whole as to amufe the Theophilanthro- 
pifts, and make the proteftants {mile. te aS 

This manager, endowed with an inventive genius, yield- 
ing in vigour to no ; perfon breathing, was at firft a vender 
of pumice ftones, then a drummer at a puppet fhow, | 
player, manager of the playhonfe at Rouen, and, as_this 
1s the age of promotion, director of all the dumb fhows, 
which feem to promiie us the refurrection of that kind of 
amufement fo dear to the Romans, and for which they fplit 
into faétions. 

At prefent you meet the dire€tor Ribié; (for he has no 
other title on the Boulevards); yet meet him, I fay, driv- 
ing always a pair of moft elegant horfes, preceded or fol- 
lowed by a horfeman drefled 4 la Franconi; and the model 
of an elegant cartiage is that which tranfports the direétor 
from one theatre to another, for he is the manager of two ; 
he dire€ts two republics. . 

Thus have I feen Poultier, a monk, a player of tricks of 
flight of hand, a Stentor at country play-houfes, adept 
in arts of grimace, author, then reprefentative of the peo- 
ple; and, to crown fo much glory, journalifts and editor 
of the Ami des Lois. But the dire&tor Ribié is more cele-( 
brated than he. Sse, Mg ha 
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CHAP. CCLXIX. 
SEVENTH OF OCTOBER, 1795. 


‘Toe him who looks only at outwatd appearance, who 
fees only the furface of things at Paris, évery thing is tran- 
-quil, every thing appears to go on very orderly. Evety one 
. thinks only ef, his own affairs; as for thofe of the republic, 
no one cares about them. — i es 

The happinefs which is promifed us, and the mafs of 
inftruction with which we are to be illumined, are ftill and 
will a long time remain faft {hut up in the great philofophic 
volumes, which the people will never read, and thofe 
which the philofopher reads without believing a fyllable. 

Inftead of thefe, great books open the human heart, pe- 

“netrate into the bofom of families who have fhared neither 
in the extravagances of the fovereign fections, nor the hor- 
tible profits of money-jobbing: fee them waiting with the - 
impatience of grief for the phyfician who is to drefs their 
wounds. They do not diffemble that the victory of the 
1sth of Vendemiaire, neceflary as it was, has become a 

national calamity. 
~ Look again at that mother, in the midft of five children, 
feafoning a fmall number of beans, which coft her twenty- | 
_ fave livres in, affignats, with a quarter of a pound of butter 
' of ten livres, and a quarter of a peck of charcoal, which 
coft three livres. - : 

This fingle difh of dried beans, this difh which coft. 
thirty-eight livres, this difh which her children already de- 
vour with their eyes, is all her dinner and that of her chil- 
dren. Her hufband gains only forty livres a day. 

With the forty fous that remain he has to pay for the 
breakfaft of his children; as for her, fhe breakfafts no | 
‘longer; their fupper, for fhe eats none. He has ‘alfo to. 
pay the rent of his houfe, the wafhing, a crown for. his 
thirt, fhoes at two hundred livres, wood at a thoufand 


livres, candles at forty-five livres. ; 

Think you that this woman is happy and tranquil? I 
know well that the. convention is anxious to diminifh her 
misfortunes, which it laments. I knew that it is encum- | 
bered with affairs, betrayed, or ill ferved. But the evil is 
there; it weighs, every day, every minute on the heart“ of 


that. 


) 
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that unfortunate... Flope | MS yes ! hope, thé has 
great need of it; it is the repairing balm of every evil, it 
is the lait éoiifolation which beneficent nature referves to 
us during the anguifh of life. But always hope! Let ws 
go out, Tet us quit this feene of forrow, and fee what is 
paffing at the public places. What a change both in the 
decorations and the ators! The cabarets aré filled with 
tipplers, one would fuppofe the wine only coft fix fons, and 
it is worth fifteen livres: 

The. coffee-houfes are refounding with gay fongs, or 
patriotic differtations, and the coffee | eofts ten livres the 
cu 
. The theatres are brilliant, with sbi of well-dreft peo- 
ple. The traiteurs! ah! I dare not approach thefe invit- 
ing tables, where the leaft diffi is eftimated at the value of 
fifty dinners. And the political news! fo take no part in 
them, but inafmuch as they furnifh occafion for raifing their 
commodities ; ; others wait for the evénts 


CHAP, CCLXX: 
so U P- SPa OR We 


A woaan;, whofé fortune feemed to anticunce fonié 
education, and a certain degree of information, had been 
robbed of a filver foup-fpoon. Overwhelmed with afli€tion 
at this lofs, which it required no great philofophy to fup> 
port, fhe faid with fimplicity enough, {peaking of the con 
vention, “‘ But what are thefe deputies doing? feé if they 
« will give me back my filver-fpoon,” 

How many others, without making afe of thé filly 
franknefs of this. language, are neverthelefs. employed in 
getting back their foup -fpoon, who take it the central point 
of all their ideas, of all their reflections, and of all their 
converfation! Are they not faying in other térms, Légifla- 
tors, liften only to my pretenfions and my hopes; give mé 
back my blue ribband, my abbey, my coat of arms, my 
tithes, my fhrine,, my livery. The. revolutiou has ruined 
me;..it has taken from me my place, cries oné; and this 
place was valet of the wardrobe. *'Fhe thunder of heaven 
ought to fall and punith all the revolutionifts. es 

ow 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 257 


How many perfonal interefls are there which manifeft 
themfelves with this kind of indecency? it would be end- 
lefs to' count them. Some of thefe accounts are exagge- 
rated, others are ludicrous; but one would fuppofe in hear- 
ing them talk, that the government was eftablifhed only to- 
fatisfy the private ambition of idle intriguers. It is, who 
fhall envy his neighbour; thofe who are in place, and. 
thofe who are out, are equally difcontented, and exhale 
themfelves in regrets; merit, virtue, and talents, are over- 
looked; every one boafts of the facrifices which he has > 
- made, the fervices which he has rendered, the votes he has 
obtained, and talks aloud of the ingratitude with which 
he is treated. The places the moft difficult to fil are not 
dreaded by incapacity ; on the contrary, they are indifcri- 
minately fought after, whilft it were to be wifhed that the 
citizen could not be a legiflator, or fill up other import- 
ant functions, till he had acquired at once the age, the 
knowledge, and the experience fuited for the occupation 
of a ferious miniftry. — 


CHAP. CCLXXL, 


TURKISH AMBASSADOR. 


In 1788, a very fingular moral phenomenon took place 
in Europe; a great nation, jealous of its liberty, conceived 
a paffion for a nation who was the profefled enemy of 
liberty ; a people fond of the arts, for a people who deteft- 
ed them; a tolerant and mild. nation for a perfecuting and 
fanatical people; a nation focial and gay, for a people 
grave and miftruftful; in a word, the French were feized 
with a paffion for the Turks, according to M. Volney. 
_ The laft Turkith ambaffador has juft made his entry, 
which was not very fplendid, and was the talk only of. 
feven or eight days. You meet with him every where, and 
he is every where treated with indifference. Neither his 
turban, nor his private habits, furnifh any longer matter 
for converfation; the little theatres invite him alternately, 
as a fupplement to their comedies; no one ever reflects that 
he has not yet received the facrament of baptifm. 


Vou, le S ‘He 
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He was told that a great- event had juft-taken place at 
Paris, the 18th of Fructidor, and that the direftory had 
gained the victory. After having liftened with the greateft 
fang froid, he afked how many heads were ftuck cn the 
_walls of the directorial palace. ‘“ Not one: a drop of 
“ blood has not been fhed.” He could not recover his 
furprife. The following bill, ftuck on the walls of Paris 
the fame day, was read to him. ‘ A good reward to who- 
- & ever will find a fine minifter of Louis the XVIth, guite 
* covered with fteel of the beautiful manufacture of Ver- 
- « failles. No one knows what is become of him fince the 
«« famous day of the 18th of Fru&tidor. Whoever difco- 
‘¢ vers any traces of him are invited to give information to - 
“ the citizen Thibeaudeau, who will pay the reward.” 

He was very much furprifed to fee that we had} not only 
- fine horfes, but ftiil finer than his own. I faw one of his 
attendants mount a moft elegant and fleet courfer; and 
though a line of Virgil, which paints the horfe ftriking 
the earth with equal rebounds, is admirable, it is {till finer 
to fee him running at liberty, his mane floating in the wind, 
and his noftrils breathing fame. Such an image can never 
be worn out if we are fond of feeing this noble animal in 
his courfe. . : 

What is laughable is, that befides a great round fan 

which he holds in his hand, and which he frequently makes 
ufe of when he is at the theatre, one of his attendants fans 
him with another; it is probably the fame officer who 
drives away the flies from him at dinner. _ 
A report-had been fpread that he had put to death one 
of his attendants, convicted of a theft at a. jeweller’s; the 
fact was falfe, but it was already a fubjeét of examination 
how the ambaffador fhould be tried, and it was concluded 
in uniting philofophical and republican ideas together, .that 
he could not efcape capital punifhment. This mode of rea- 
foning would not have taken place in 1740, for it was 
then imagined that the inviolability of a Turkith ambaf- 
fador extended even to the exercife in his hotel of the right 
of life and death. ; " 
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CHAP. CCLXXT. 


i 


GooD To ENOW. 


Ir is well known at prefent that ***** de #**** wag 
the greateft enemy of his brother and his king, and that 
-he was always contriving to make him fall into fnares, 
hoping to reap for his own ‘account all the fruit which 
fhould refult from his ruin. This ***** was a bel-efprit, 
and this is how he came to pafs for fuch twelve times a 
week, and could fpeak before a circle of academicians, He 
could fpeak, I fay, nearly by the fame mode of proceeding 
as the {peaking doll of the Boulevards anfwers the quettions 
of the credulous and curious Parifians. Re 

One Ferés, his valet-de-chambre and fecretary, taught 
him both the gueftions and anfwers of fubjefts prepared 
- and agreed on. When ***** fhall be at his petite levée, 
I will ftart a difficult quefticn. On this fubje&, his fa- 
vourites prefent will torture their brains to get at the expla- 
nation; by and bye *****, bysa fort of unforefeen and 
off-hand anfwer, will relieve them from their embarraff- 
nent, and then every one will exclaim, ***** is @ mine 
of knowledge, ***** 1s the beft informed in the kingdom. 

' "The Couht *****, daily crammed with his fecretary’s 
wit, reminds us of the human voice of the organ, which 
‘gives out fuch charming founds only from the intervention 
of the organift concealed behind the pipes. At prefent, 
contractors for wit are plentier than ever. The reafon of 
it is, that all men in place have more or lefs need of it, © 
and when they do not or cannot manufaCture wit them- 
felves, they buy it ready made. 

There are therefore contractors of every kind; contrac- 
tors for bread, and contra€tors for meat; contractors for 
wine, vinegar, brandy; contraétcrs for harnefles, faddles, 
houfing; contraétors for candles, pipes, wooden legs, crutches; 
in fine, contractors for wit, but thofe are the contractors 
who gain the leaft, becaufe they are reforted to only in ex 
treme cafes, and then are beaten down in the price. 
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CHAP. CCLXXIIL 
THE TITUSES. 


Litt e perfonages, with fhort black hair, who affec: 
‘the coiffure of the Roman emperor, fon of Vefpafian, and 
lover of the beautiful and chafte Berenice. Thofe little 
chevaliers of the throne have created a vague kind of allu- 
fion, and the name Titus is equivalent in their eyes to that 
of Louis the XVIth. ‘The borrowed hair which formerly 
covered only the {kulls of phyficians, barrifters, bailiffs, 
and fifcal attorneys, now ornaments the heads of thefe 
young debauchees. Thefe Titufes are in half-boots, moft 
of them are fpindle-fhanked and heétic; they wear a but- 
ton on their fhoulder, decorated with the illuftrious number 
(which, readers, you may eafily guefs at)} the number 
eighteen ; it is placed almoft on the part where the execu- 
tioner heretofore engraved the fleur-de-lys. It is faid, that 
this mal-adrefle has terrified many of their partizans, and 
with good reafon; it has put a ftop to the progrefs of the 
noble affociation of the Titufes. 

If you accoft them, after heaving a figh according to 
euftom, they tell you, “« [have been. to Marh, but I have 
“ not difcovered Marli.” One would fuppofe that the 
prefervation of all thofe royal houfes interefted the peace 
of the whole world, and that a nail, or a cloaths’ prefs, 
ought not to have been deranged. ‘The whole band of 
thefe Titufes are the official panegyrifts of a humane and 
virtuous prince, who would have confented to the ruin of 
‘the capital, and the difmemberment of France, provided 
hhe had been left in peace to drink as he liked, to make 
locks, and hunt flags. Could any one have imagined that 
fafhion, though it be a divinity extremely. faneiful and 
fingular, would ever have introduced the Titufes amongit 
us; who whifper low, that they are the avengers of the 
‘ throne; or have gueffed that this foolifh kind of impu- 
dence could have lodged itfelf in the bodies of pygmies, 
while the republican patroles, who marched to the taking 
of the Baftille, have advanced as far as Rome, Berne,-almoft 
tothe gates of Vienna, and by and bye to thofe of ******, 
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CHAP. CCLXXIV. 
TOLERATION. 


I do not mean to fpeak of that virtue recommended by 
_ every philofopher, and which is fo well fuited to the igno- 
rance and weaknefs of mankind, but of a kind of. patent 
which the ‘police diftributes to the keepers of E. O. tables, 
one and thirty, &c. with which privilege they fet at nought 
all the aflaults of juftices of the peace. Their gaming- 
houfes are as open and as tranquil as if they fold cakes; 
their cuftomers go in and out in open day as if it were a 
coffee-houfe ; it is an invincible talifman, which’ can nei- 
ther be feized nor carried before corre€tional tribunals. If 
the proprietor fhould be arrefted, he would take a paper 
out of his pocket with a fmile, and cry, Halt! there’s my 
permiffion. 

A man of principle, one of thefe men, who have al- 
ways the words, laws, principles, in their mouth, may choke 
himfelf with rage, and exclaim, that there is a law exifting | 
which forbids gaming, and which, until it be repealed, 
ought to be literally executed; the police is not lefs fted- 
éaft in farming out all the gaming-houfes at 120,000 livres ~ 
a month. | | 

This fum is deftined for the difcovery of diforderly per- 
fons,of every defcription which infeft the republic, for the 
infpeCtion of diforderly houfes, and the looking after fwind- ~ 
lers,and fharpers; it is in this manner that a diforder be- 
come inevitable is regulated, and the mafs of vice dimi- 
nifhed, when it is impoffible to extirpate it altogether. It 
is thus that the peftilence is concentrated, in order to put a 
flop to the further extenfion of its ravages. Oft-times has 
ithe honeft father of a family, better inftruéted or protected 
by the overfeers of the police, been warned away from thofe 
haunts, which fwallow up many a private fortune. 

The great art of governing an immenfe population is 
knowing how te compound with men and their propenfi- 
ties, happy alfo if politically we can prevent guilt and 
crimes, by tolerating a few abufes, which deter men from 
thefe excefles of which they are fufceptible. O, moralifts 
in theory, you love your pen, ink and paper. | 
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CHAP. CCLXXV. 


on, 5 ss : : 
HIDIWG-PLACE. 


Tus, in the language of the revoluticn, is a fecret 
afylum for thofe who were profcribed under the decemviral 
tyranny. 4 

Honeft men could not find a hiding-place at Paris: a 
worknian difcovered a hiding-place of Kabaut St. Etienne, 
thinking only that he had found out a receptacle for hidden 

plate. , 
‘What! in the time of Robefpierre were there then no 
longer any relatives, brothers, or friends? And was there 
not in all France a hiding-place to’conceal Condorcet, or 
Vergniaud, or Lavoifier, or Briffot, or Andrew Chenier? 
Condorcet was hunted from his afylum, and forced to wan- 
der in the woods. Who has been able to fave a finzle cele- 
brated man in Paris? O feeble mortals! mutt we full be 
labouring for you ? ’ <- . 

' The art of fubjugating a nation is the art of ternfying 
it. Charette maintained himfelf by terrifying the greateft 
part of the farmers; the national convention was terrified. 
by Robefpierre. How many legiflators will have no other 
excufe to alledge before pofterity than thefe words, “ We 
“were terrified |” ‘The Romans built temples to Fear: the 
French nation in mafs ought to erect an immentfe altar to 
this divinity. an 

When. I re-entered that hall from which had been ba- 
-nifhed the reprefentatives of the people whe had been moft 
faithful to their oaths, what a lamentabie fight it prefented 
to my eyes! Here in this place, where fat my generous 
colleague, I faw his headlefs trunk. I do not conceal it; 
I abhorred that place, the walls of whicly had been fo 
long encrufted with incenfe lavifhed by mobbith fottith- 
nefs to infuriated tyranny. I panted after fome other {pot 
to fit in. . 

I recolleéted, here have been paraded figures of all the 
proveditors for the fcaffold; there I heard the vociferations 
of the furies of the ‘guillotine; here [ have been a witnefs 
of the crimes of Prairial; there the feeling eye is affright- 


ed by hideous pictures: and every thing, even to the palette 
of 
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of the painter, had taken the cadaverous tint. I fee the 
tribune where the favage Amar demanded the death ef fo 
many virtuous men, and he was not punifhed on the fpot ! 
He is not even yet! No, this tribune is for ever fullied ! 
But fraétioris of the people can never call themfelves 
the nation; commiffaries of the affembly will no longer go - 
to difplay their proconfular pride and tyranny. Our con- 
ftitutional edifice is folid and majeftic: it will laft, becaufe 
it fecures to the government all the unity and intenfity of. 
which it has need: it has democratical energy by the divi- 
fion of powers, and the fecuring to the people the exercife 
of. its fovereignty in the primary aflemblies for its bafis ; 
and it has given for the fummit an executive power, phy- 
fically lefs dangerous, and metaphyfically more eafy to be 
fhaken, than that of a fingle perfon. The prefent govern- 
ment of France is the government of things; and when 
’ chings are well fettled, the power of men is almoft nothing. 


( 
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CHAP. CCLXXVI. 
weroune IN THE TEMPLES. 


Apove the evangelical pulpits, the figure of the catho- 
lic religion holds at the end of a pole, a three-coloured 
flag, on which is this infcription: Liberty of worfhip. 

The. catholic prieft mounts his pulpit, and makes a fer- 
mon before the tablets, on which are infcribed in capital 
letters the theophilanthropical maxims. It would be now’ 
very difficult to meet with Bourdaloues and Maffillons. - 
Some churches are full at the feafts of Pentecoft and 
Eafter, but the taverns are much more fo: the Tivolis, the 
groves of Paphos and Idalia, draw away the crowds; there 
are none but old women who now attend the wrecks of 
the catholic faith, but lately fo fplendid. _ It is, however, 
doing every thing to recover its ancient fplendour, but it 
will not fucceed; it ftruggles, but cannot contend againft 
thofe crowds of new ideas and manners which puth it back 
infenfibly into contempt and oblivion. 


FINIS. 


